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House floor. Support us going into con-
ference with our new vision, which is a
Medicare guaranteed benefit, fee-for-
service for seniors whether they stay in
Medicare or choose one of these new
options. You defeat the new options,
and you defeat those vital reforms as
we go in to conference. Vote ‘‘no’’ on
this motion to instruct.

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
the only defense in support of a vouch-
er was a misstatement on the other
side that there is a guaranteed issue
that even seniors with health problems
over 65 are guaranteed HMO coverage.
That is a false statement.

There is no guarantee with respect to
the level of coverage. There is no guar-
antee with respect to the price or af-
fordability.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. If the gen-
tleman will yield, on page 182 of the
bill.

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
reclaim my time.
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What we are left with is any senior
over 65 that has a health problem at all
under the statement of the chief actu-
arial of Medicare, this is not a Demo-
cratic or Republican statement, can ex-
perience up to a 25 percent increase in
price and is left with a voucher in no
way to afford traditional fee-for-serv-
ice Medicare.

There are seniors in this country,
they are not just Democrats, Repub-
licans or Independents, they are senior
citizens. They have outlived their good
health, their savings. They tried to
plan responsibly for their retirement.
Unless we adopt the motion to instruct
and defeat this voucher, we will leave
these seniors in the cold.

| urge adoption of the motion to in-
struct.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CULBERSON). Without objection, the
previous question is ordered on the mo-
tion to instruct.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to instruct
offered by the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. DAVIS).

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
on that | demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this are postponed.

——

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington). Pursuant to
clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair will post-
pone further proceedings today on mo-
tions to suspend the rules on which a
recorded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.
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HONORING AND CONGRATULATING
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, | move to suspend the rules and
agree to the concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 215) honoring and congratu-
lating chambers of commerce for their
efforts that contribute to the improve-
ment of communities and the strength-
ening of local and regional economies.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. REs. 215

Whereas chambers of commerce through-
out the United States contribute to the im-
provement of their communities and the
strengthening of their local and regional
economies;

Whereas in the Detroit, Michigan area, the
Detroit Regional Chamber, originally known
as the Detroit Board of Commerce, typifies
the public-spirited contributions made by
the chambers of commerce;

Whereas, on June 30, 1903, the Detroit
Board of Commerce was formally organized
with 253 charter members;

Whereas the Detroit Board of Commerce
played a prominent role in the formation of
the United States Chamber of Commerce;

Whereas the Detroit Board of Commerce
participated in the ‘““Good Roads for Michi-
gan’’ campaign in 1910 and 1911, helping to
gain voter approval of a $2,000,000 bond pro-
posal to improve the roads of Wayne County,
Michigan;

Whereas, in 1925, the Safety Council of the
Detroit Board of Commerce helped develop
the first traffic lights in Detroit;

Whereas, in 1927, the Detroit Board of Com-
merce brought together all of the cities, vil-
lages, and townships in southeast Michigan
to tentatively establish boundaries for a
metropolitan district for Detroit, embracing
all or parts of Wayne, Oakland, Macomb,
Monroe, and Washtenaw Counties at the re-
quest of the United States Census Bureau in
advance of the 1930 census;

Whereas, in 1932, the Federal Home Loan
Bank Board designated the Detroit Board of
Commerce as the authorized agent for stock
subscriptions in the Federal Home Loan
Bank, as an early response to the Great De-
pression;

Whereas, in 1945, the Detroit Board of Com-
merce promoted the extension of Victory
Loans to veterans returning from service in
the United States Armed Forces during
World War Il as a way of expressing grati-
tude for the veterans’ wartime service, and
raised more than half of the total amount
contributed in Wayne County, Michigan,;

Whereas, in 1969, the Detroit Board of Com-
merce, then known as the Greater Detroit
Chamber of Commerce, was instrumental in
the establishment of a bus network con-
necting inner-city workers with their jobs,
which resulted in the creation of the South-
east Metropolitan Transportation Authority,
now known as SMART;

Whereas the Detroit Board of Commerce
has been known by several names during its
century of existence, eventually becoming
known as the Detroit Regional Chamber in
November 1997;

Whereas the Detroit Regional Chamber is
the largest chamber of commerce in the
United States and has been in existence for
over 100 years;

Whereas more than 19,000 businesses across
southeast Michigan have decided to make an
initial investment in the Detroit Regional
Chamber to help develop the region;

Whereas the Detroit Regional Chamber has
supported the concept of regionalism in
southeast Michigan, representing the con-
cerns of businesses and the region as a
whole;
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Whereas the mission of the Detroit Re-
gional Chamber is to help power the econ-
omy of southeastern Michigan;

Whereas the Detroit Regional Chamber
successfully advocates public policy con-
cerns on behalf of its members at the local,
regional, State, and National levels;

Whereas the Detroit Regional Chamber has
implemented programs promoting diversity
in its work force and has won recognition for
such efforts;

Whereas the Detroit Regional Chamber is
committed to promoting the interests of its
members in the global marketplace through
economic development efforts; and

Whereas on June 30, 2003, the Detroit Re-
gional Chamber celebrates its 100th anniver-
sary: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress honors and
congratulates chambers of commerce for
their efforts that contribute to the improve-
ment of their communities and the strength-
ening of their local and regional economies.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. WALDEN) and the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. DINGELL) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, | ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on this legislation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon?

There was no objection.

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, | yield myself such time as | may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong support
of H. Con. Res. 215, a resolution to
honor and congratulate the chambers
of commerce for their efforts that con-
tribute to the improvement of commu-
nities and the strengthening of local
and regional economies.

At the Federal level, the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce makes up the world’s
largest not-for-profit business federa-
tion. It represents 3 million businesses,
3,000 State and local chambers, 830
business associations and 92 American
Chambers of Commerce abroad. These
groups are of all sizes and shapes, from
large Fortune 500 companies to home-
based one-person operations. A full 96
percent of the membership is made up
of businesses with fewer than 100 em-
ployees.

The real work that is done in the
trenches is done by local and regional
chambers of commerce. It is these or-
ganizations that employ labor law ex-
perts, human resource professionals
and pro-business staff lobbyists within
one organization to bring businesses
resources that they need. They provide
help and information from the big pic-
ture of public policy to the nitty-gritty
of complex employment laws.

In addition, these local and regional
chambers give small businesses a legis-
lative voice to promote business, pro-
tect the private sector from excessive
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