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July 14, 2003

PROTECT ACT AMENDMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, 1|
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 194, S. 1280.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 1280) to amend the PROTECT Act
to clarify certain volunteer liability.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on the Judiciary with an amendment,
as follows:

[Omit the part in black brackets and
insert the part printed in italic.]

S. 1280

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT TO THE PROTECT ACT.

Section 108 of the PROTECT ACT (Public
Law 108-21) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

[*“(e) VOLUNTEER LIABILITY.—

[““(1) IN GENERAL.—The National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children, including
any of its officers, employees, or agents,
shall not be liable for damages of any kind in
any civil action arising out of any action or
communication by the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children, its officers,
employees, or agents, in connection with any
activities under this section.

[“(2) EXCEPTION.—The limitation in para-
graph (1) does not apply in any action in
which the plaintiff proves that the National
Center for Missing and Exploited Children,
its officers, employees, or agents acted with
actual malice, or provided information or
took action for a purpose unrelated to an ac-
tivity mandated by Federal law.”.]

““(e) LIMITATION ON LIABILITY.—In connection
with the Pilot Programs established under this
section, in reliance upon the fitness criteria es-
tablished under section 108(a)(3)(G)(i), and ex-
cept upon proof of actual malice or intentional
misconduct, the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children, or a director, officer,
employee, or agent of the Center shall not be
liable in any civil action for damages—

““(1) arising from any act or communication by
the Center, the director, officer, employee, or
agent that results in or contributes to a decision
that an individual is unfit to serve as a volun-
teer for any volunteer organization;

“(2) alleging harm arising from a decision
based on the information in an individual’s
criminal history record that an individual is fit
to serve as a volunteer for any volunteer organi-
zation unless the Center, the director, officer,
employee, or agent is furnished with an individ-
ual’s criminal history records which they know
to be inaccurate or incomplete, or which they
know reflect a lesser crime than that for which
the individual was arrested; and

“(3) alleging harm arising from a decision
that, based on the absence of criminal history
information, an individual is fit to serve as a
volunteer for any volunteer organization unless
the Center, the director, officer, employee, or
agent knows that criminal history records exist
and have not been furnished as required under
this section.”.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee substitute be agreed to; that
the bill, as amended, be read a third
time and passed; that the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table; and
that any statements relating to the
bill be printed in the RECORD.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee amendment
agreed to.

The bill (S. 1280), as amended, was
read the third time and passed, as fol-
lows:

was

S. 1280

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT TO THE PROTECT ACT.

Section 108 of the PROTECT ACT (Public
Law 108-21) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(e) LIMITATION ON LIABILITY.—In connec-
tion with the Pilot Programs established
under this section, in reliance upon the fit-
ness criteria established under section
108(a)(3)(G)(i), and except upon proof of ac-
tual malice or intentional misconduct, the
National Center for Missing and Exploited
Children, or a director, officer, employee, or
agent of the Center shall not be liable in any
civil action for damages—

‘(1) arising from any act or communica-
tion by the Center, the director, officer, em-
ployee, or agent that results in or contrib-
utes to a decision that an individual is unfit
to serve as a volunteer for any volunteer or-
ganization;

““(2) alleging harm arising from a decision
based on the information in an individual’s
criminal history record that an individual is
fit to serve as a volunteer for any volunteer
organization unless the Center, the director,
officer, employee, or agent is furnished with
an individual’s criminal history records
which they know to be inaccurate or incom-
plete, or which they know reflect a lesser
crime than that for which the individual was
arrested; and

““(3) alleging harm arising from a decision
that, based on the absence of criminal his-
tory information, an individual is fit to serve
as a volunteer for any volunteer organiza-
tion unless the Center, the director, officer,
employee, or agent knows that criminal his-
tory records exist and have not been fur-
nished as required under this section.”.

————

NATIONAL GREAT BLACK AMERI-
CANS COMMEMORATION ACT OF
2003

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 147, S. 1233.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 1233) to authorize assistance for
the National Great Blacks in Wax Museum
and Justice Learning Center.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed; that the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table; and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1233) was read the third
time and passed, as follows:

S. 1233

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

The
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘National
Great Black Americans Commemoration Act
of 2003"".

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Black Americans have served honorably
in Congress, in senior executive branch posi-
tions, in the law, the judiciary, and other
fields, yet their record of service is not well
known by the public, is not included in
school history lessons, and is not adequately
presented in the Nation’s museums.

(2) The Great Blacks in Wax Museum, Inc.
in Baltimore, Maryland, a nonprofit organi-
zation, is the Nation’s first wax museum pre-
senting the history of great Black Ameri-
cans, including those who have served in
Congress, in senior executive branch posi-
tions, in the law, the judiciary, and other
fields, as well as others who have made sig-
nificant contributions to benefit the Nation.

(3) The Great Blacks in Wax Museum, Inc.
plans to expand its existing facilities to es-
tablish the National Great Blacks in Wax
Museum and Justice Learning Center, which
is intended to serve as a national museum
and center for presentation of wax figures
and related interactive educational exhibits
portraying the history of great Black Ameri-
cans.

(4) The wax medium has long been recog-
nized as a unique and artistic means to
record human history through preservation
of the faces and personages of people of
prominence, and historically, wax exhibits
were used to commemorate noted figures in
ancient Egypt, Babylon, Greece, and Rome,
in medieval Europe, and in the art of the
Italian renaissance.

(5) The Great Blacks in Wax Museum, Inc.
was founded in 1983 by Drs. Elmer and Jo-
anne Martin, 2 Baltimore educators who used
their personal savings to purchase wax fig-
ures, which they displayed in schools,
churches, shopping malls, and festivals in
the mid-Atlantic region.

(6) The goal of the Martins was to test pub-
lic reaction to the idea of a Black history
wax museum and so positive was the re-
sponse over time that the museum has been
heralded by the public and the media as a na-
tional treasure.

(7) The museum has been the subject of
feature stories by CNN, the Wall Street
Journal, the Baltimore Sun, the Washington
Post, the New York Times, the Chicago Sun
Times, the Dallas Morning News, the Los
Angeles Times, USA Today, the Afro Amer-
ican Newspaper, Crisis, Essence Magazine,
and others.

(8) More than 300,000 people from across the
Nation visit the museum annually.

(9) The new museum will carry on the time
honored artistic tradition of the wax me-
dium; in particular, it will recognize the sig-
nificant value of this medium to commemo-
rate and appreciate great Black Americans
whose faces and personages are not widely
recognized.

(10) The museum will employ the most
skilled artisans in the wax medium, use
state-of-the-art interactive exhibition tech-
nologies, and consult with museum profes-
sionals throughout the Nation, and its exhib-
its will feature the following:

(A) Blacks who have served in the Senate
and House of Representatives of the United
States, including those who represented con-
stituencies in Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Virginia during the 19th
century.

(B) Blacks who have served in the judici-
ary, in the Department of Justice, as promi-
nent attorneys, in law enforcement, and in
the struggle for equal rights under the law.
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