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daughter, caring for her mother at her home in
Co-Op City; a cherished sister, an adored aunt
and a good and faithful friend.

Just recently | was on the House floor dis-
cussing her niece and her stunning accom-
plishments. | never thought | would be here
again, so soon, discussing something so sad.

When | heard of her death on July 4, | was
shocked. She was only 44, in the prime of her
life and more accomplished than her years.

All who knew her will feel her loss. She
touched many lives—her family’s, my staff’s,
constituents’ and people throughout New
York’s Seventh District.

| will do all that can be done to help ease
the pain of Teckla’'s family during this tragic
time. My thoughts and prayers are with them.

Today, she was laid to rest but she will al-
ways be a part of the fabric of Co-Op City.
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PRESCRIPTION DRUG COSTS ARE
“OUT OF BOUNDS” FOR SENIORS

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 15, 2003

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, on June
27, 2003, this House of Representatives
passed a poor excuse for a solution to the
Medicare prescription drug crisis. The Medi-
care Prescription Drug and Modernization Act
of 2003 provides minimal benefits to our Na-
tion’s disabled and senior citizens and fails to
address the underlying problem of sky-
rocketing prescription drug costs.

On July 9, Families USA released a report
appropriately called “Out of Bounds: Rising
Prescription Drug Prices for Seniors.” Be-
tween January 2002 and January 2003, the
price of the 50 drugs most commonly used by
seniors rose at three-and-a-half times the rate
of inflation. With the Republican prescription
drug plan, these rising prescription drug costs
will continue to restrict patient access to much
needed medications.

What is the solution to these skyrocketing
drug prices? We must hold the pharmaceutical
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companies accountable! The cost disparity be-
tween identical prescription drugs sold in the
United States, Canada, and Mexico must be
eliminated. Generic drugs, whose prices grow
far more slowly than brand name drugs, must
be allowed to quickly enter the market. Drug
companies must begin to hold the welfare of
patients above the richness of their own pock-
etbooks.

Until we convince pharmaceutical compa-
nies to treat our senior citizens justly, Con-
gress must take action. A fall-back prescription
drug benefit must be offered through Medi-
care, which would have the power to negotiate
drug prices. We must allow drugs to be re-im-
ported from Canada. Members of Congress
must be held accountable for the prescription
drug benefits we give to seniors. We must
urge the conferees to maintain in the final bill
Senator MARK DAYTON's amendment which
calls for Members of Congress to receive
comparable prescription drug benefits to those
of Medicare beneficiaries.

Members of Congress, | urge you, do not
allow the well-being of our Nation’s seniors to
be controlled by the greedy hands of the phar-
maceutical industry. Take a stand and fight for
our Nation’s disabled and seniors.
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