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sound evidence behind allowing mari-
juana to be used for the reasons for
which it is argued.

I strongly urge my colleagues to op-
pose this amendment. It will, in fact,
send an inconsistent signal to our chil-
dren and do grave damage to the chil-
dren of America.

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Our Federal system reserves to the
States all those powers that are not
designated to the Federal Government
in the Constitution. Ten States have
decided that they want to alleviate the
pain and suffering of their citizens who
may be afflicted with AIDS or cancer
or some other debilitating, Killing dis-
ease, and make their last days on this
Earth more comfortable by allowing
them, under prescription from a li-
censed physician in those States, to
use marijuana for medical purposes.

The Federal Government has said
““no.”” The Justice Department and this
administration have said ‘“‘no.” They
are not going to allow people in those
10 States, fully 20 percent of the States
of the Nation, to be relieved of the pain
and suffering under the laws of those
States. That makes no sense.

Mr. Chairman, | reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, do | have
the right to close?

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) has the right
to close.

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Chairman, how
much time is remaining?

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from New York (Mr. HINCHEY) has 2
minutes remaining. The gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. WoLF) has 3 min-
utes remaining.

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Chairman, 1 yield
myself such time as | may consume.

I want to thank everyone who par-
ticipated in this debate. | think it is
very important that issues like this be
discussed on the floor of the House of
Representatives. The fact of the matter
here, in this particular amendment, is
simply this: Are we going to continue
to allow the United States Justice De-
partment to stick its nose into the
business of 10 sovereign States of this
Union who have decided that they want
to help people who are suffering and
dying from debilitating disease, AIDS,
cancer, and others, who suffer from ail-
ments such as glaucoma and a whole
host of other ailments that have been
found by a vast majority of the highly
respected medical associations of this
country, they have found that people
suffering in that way can be relieved by
the prescriptive use of marijuana under
the supervision of a licensed physician?

That is what this amendment would
do. It does not open up anything else.

Some of the arguments that have
been made against this amendment
have nothing to do with what this
amendment seeks to achieve. It is very
narrow in its form and in its definition.
It relates only to States that have de-
cided in their own way, either by ref-
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erendum, which eight of them have, or
by laws passed by their State legisla-
tive bodies, to allow people to use
marijuana for medical purposes to re-
lieve the pain and suffering in the final
days of their lives.

People talk about a gateway drug.
Someone dying from cancer is not
going to use marijuana as a gateway
drug. They are using it to try to gain
back a bit of their appetite so that
they can maintain their strength and
continue to live among their family
and offer the aid and assistance of
themselves to that family during the
last days of their lives. Are we going to
deny people that?

That is exactly what we are doing by
the present law, and that is why this
amendment is here, and | ask for its
passage.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, |
myself the remainder of my time.

Mr. Chairman, this is really a cul-
tural issue. That is what this is all
about. It is about the culture, nothing
else. The Hinchey amendment would
mean that State medical marijuana
laws are the supreme law of the land.
This amendment would prevent Fed-
eral officials from enforcing Federal
law in a manner contrary to State law.

Under this amendment anyone who
manufactures, distributes, or possesses
marijuana in purported compliance
with State law would have immunity
under Federal law.

I think it is a big issue and | think
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. SHAD-
EGG) and the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. SOUDER) covered it very well. Med-
ical marijuana laws send the wrong
message to our youth, too many of
whom do not recognize the dangers of
marijuana and continue to experiment.
It is a cultural issue. It has taken the
culture in the wrong direction, and I
urge defeat of the amendment.

Mr. Chairman, | yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HINCHEY).

The question was taken; and the
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Chairman,
mand a recorded vote.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to clause
6 of rule XVIII, further proceedings on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HINCHEY)
will be postponed.

yield

I de-

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, I move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
KOLBE) having assumed the chair, Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington, Chairman of
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union, reported that
that Committee, having had under con-
sideration the bill (H.R. 2799) making
appropriations for the Departments of
Commerce, Justice, and State, the Ju-
diciary, and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2004,
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and for other purposes, had come to no
resolution thereon.

—————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2738, UNITED STATES-CHILE
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT IM-
PLEMENTATION ACT, AND H.R.
2739, UNITED STATES-SINGAPORE
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT IM-
PLEMENTATION ACT

Mr. DREIER, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 108-229) on the resolution (H.
Res. 329) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 2738) to implement the
United States-Chile Free Trade Agree-
ment, and for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 2739) to implement the United
States-Singapore Free Trade Agree-
ment, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

————

DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2004

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 326 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2799.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
2799) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Commerce, Justice, and
State, the Judiciary, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2004, and for other purposes,
with Mr. HASTINGS of Washington in
the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole House rose earlier
today, a request for a recorded vote on
amendment No. 1 offered by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HINCHEY)
had been postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 9 OFFERED BY MS. JACKSON-

LEE OF TEXAS

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas.
Chairman, | offer an amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 9 offered by Ms. JACKSON-
LEE of Texas:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

TITLE VIII—ADDITIONAL GENERAL
PROVISIONS

SEC. . None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to destroy or conceal
physical and electronic records and docu-
ments related to any use of Federal agency
resources in any task or action involving or
relating to members of the Texas Legislature
for the period beginning May 11, 2003, and
ending May 16, 2003.

Mr.
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