July 23, 2003

National Night Out, which receives part of its
funding from the Edward Byrne Memorial
Grant program, is one of the fastest growing,
cost effective community anti-crime programs
in the nation. | understand the value of Na-
tional Night Out and, as a result, have asked
appropriators on the Commerce, Justice,
State, and the Judiciary Appropriations Sub-
committee to support National Night Out fund-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, for consideration by my col-
leagues, | have enclosed a memorandum on
the NCIDP from the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation to mayors across the United States
explaining this year’s National Night Out initia-
tive in more detail. | respectfully request that
it be included in the RECORD.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION,
Clarksburg, WV, April 11, 2003.
Re community call to action.
LETTER TO ALL HONORABLE MAYORS

According to a U.S. Department of Justice
study, about 58,200 children are abducted
each year by non-family members with about
45 percent of those incidents being per-
petrated by strangers. This startling sta-
tistic caused the American Football Coaches
Association (NFL, NCAA, and high school
coaches nationwide) to launch the National
Child Identification Program (NCIDP). The
FBI has partnered with the Coaches Associa-
tion in this not-for-profit program with the
goal of providing inkless fingerprint identi-
fication (1.D.) kits far all 60 million children
in the United States.

The FBI is separately partnered with Na-
tional Night Out which recently has also
partnered with the AFCA’s National Child ID
Program in an effort to further increase
awareness for child safety. The National As-
sociation of Town Watch introduced Na-
tional Night Out, ‘“America’s Night Out
Against Crime,” in 1984 and continues to
heighten awareness and strengthen partici-
pation in anticrime efforts throughout com-
munities nationwide. National Night Out,
the NCIDP, and the FBI hope to set a record
on August 5, 2003, for the most ID Kits dis-
tributed within a single day in history.

In an effort to reach our goal, we are en-
couraging every city across the U.S. to par-
ticipate in the National Night Out on Tues-
day, August 5, 2003. Information for obtain-
ing NCIDP’s inkless fingerprint ID Kkits for
the National Night Out may be found at its
website http://www.nutw.org/nno/. The Na-
tional Night Out website provides you with
complete information on how to plan your
event, as well as a way to obtain supplies, in-
cluding the child ID kit. Registration for the
event is free and once registered, you will re-
ceive an organizational kit filled with ‘“how
to” materials such as: promotional ideas,
guidelines, tips, Q&As, camera-ready art,
sample news releases, and proclamations.
Act quickly so that you do not miss this op-
portunity to communicate the issues of safe-
ty with your community on August 5, 2003.
Registration is easy and can be completed
online by following these four easy steps:
Identify a Contact Person; go to the Na-
tional Night Out website http://
www.nutw.org/nno/; register online, it’s free;
and publicize your event.

Many law enforcement agencies and cor-
porations are currently combining the dis-
tribution of the NCIDP kits with other pre-
vention, drug awareness, violence education,
and community outreach programs. For
more information on the NCIDP and how you
can help protect children in your commu-
nity, visit their website at
www.childidprogram.com or call (234) 630-2245.

It is paramount that we do all we can to
ensure the safety of our children. Your orga-
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nization can be a prime vehicle in that en-
deavor. Thank you for your help in this im-
portant cause.
JOHN S. Hooks, JR.,
Deputy Assistant Director,
Policy, Administrative and Liaison Branch.

—————
IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 2357, LEGIS-
LATION EXTENDING HEALTH

CARE BENEFITS TO FILIPINO
VETERANS

SPEECH OF

HON. ED CASE

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2003

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, Filipino veterans
have waited nearly 60 years for Congress to
take the first steps to undo an injustice in-
flicted upon them. | was pleased to see our
Nation finally begin to take those steps by
passing H.R. 2357.

When the United States asked the Phil-
ippines to help America fight the long and dif-
ficult battles of World War I, nearly 200,000
Filipinos responded. They responded without
hesitation to defend their homeland and to an-
swer the call for help. In return, President
Roosevelt promised that Filipino veterans
would become U.S. citizens and thus have the
same benefits given to all other U.S. veterans.
In October 1945 General Omar Bradley, Ad-
ministrator of the Veterans Administration, re-
affirmed that they were to be treated like all
other American veterans and would receive
full benefits.

Yet, in 1946, the U.S. Congress broke this
promise to the Commonwealth Army and the
recognized guerrilla forces by enacting the Re-
scission Act (Public Law 79-301). Congress
broke the same promise made to the New
Philippine Scouts when it passed the Second
Rescission Act (Public Law 79-391). The Re-
scission Acts stated that the World War Il
service of Filipinos would not be treated as
recognizable military service. These acts took
away their benefits.

| am pleased to add my voice to those in
this Chamber, both today and for decades
past, that want us to face up to this injustice.
The legislation (H.R. 2357) passed by the
House on July 21, 2003 authorizes the De-
partment of Veterans’ Affairs to provide hos-
pital and nursing home care and medical serv-
ices to certain Filipino World War Il veterans
of the Philippines Commonwealth Army and
former Philippines New Scout veterans who
permanently reside in the United States, in the
same manner as provided to U.S. veterans.
The bill would provide health care benefits to
approximately 14,000 Commonwealth Army
and New Philippines Scout veterans who are
permanent and legal residents of the United
States.

| support this legislation, but it is time for
this Congress to turn its attention to the ap-
proximately 30,000 Commonwealth Army and
New Philippines Scout veterans living in the
Philippines who served alongside American
soldiers, risked their lives during World War I,
yet were denied the veterans’ benefits that
were promised to them. The passage of H.R.
2357 does not release the United States from
its moral obligation to provide Filipino vet-
erans, regardless of where they live, the bene-
fits that were unfairly taken away from them in
1946.

E1565

Filipino veterans are now in their 70s and
80s, and we lose approximately five Filipino
veterans each day. They are in desperate
need of health care. It is time for this Con-
gress to do the right thing and provide them
with the benefits they earned during the World
War Il campaigns.

| thank my colleagues for passing H.R.
2357, and urge them to continue to push to-
ward full equity for Filipino veterans.

———

HONORING JOSEPH F. ZABALDO,
RECIPIENT OF THE GOLD LIFE-
SAVING MEDAL

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2003

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, it gives
me great pleasure to honor Mr. Joseph
Zabaldo, World War Il hero and Oregon resi-
dent. While in service, Mr. Zabaldo was a ra-
dioman in a B-29 bomber over the Pacific
Ocean, near Japan. On or about July 1, 1945,
Mr. Zabaldo’s plane went down, crash-landing
in the ocean. As the crew assembled in a life
raft near the sinking B-29, Mr. Zabaldo no-
ticed a fellow soldier tangled in ripped cable
and wiring inside the wrecked bomber. As the
soldier, who could not swim, frantically tried to
untangle himself, Mr. Zabaldo went to his res-
cue, at great risk to his own life. Freeing the
frantic soldier from the sinking plane, Mr.
Zabaldo swam him to safety.

For his efforts, he was awarded the Coast
Guard's prestigious Gold Lifesaving Medal.
However, in the mix of World War I, Mr.
Zabaldo never actually received the medal.
His grandson, Jared, contacted my office and
informed us of this situation. Now, 58 years
later, it is my pleasure to be able to secure the
actual medal for Oregon’s hero. On Wednes-
day, July 23, 2003, Joseph F. Zabaldo will be
awarded the Gold Lifesaving Medal for his he-
roic act in World War 1.

ROAD TO PEACE IN SUDAN

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, as you are keen-
ly aware, the Road to Peace for the people of
Sudan has been long and perilous. Yet the
prospect for a lasting peace may finally be at
hand. Negotiations among the government of
Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement/Army (SPLM/A) have been ongoing
over the past 10 months under a renewed
commitment to peace and with a determina-
tion to resolve the important issues that re-
main.

| observed today, the debate on H. Res.
194 regarding the importance of international
efforts to abolish slavery and other human
rights abuses in Sudan. Mr. Speaker, | share
the concerns of my distinguished colleagues
and their desire to see an end to slavery and
human rights abuses, be it Sudan or else-
where in the world. But while we cannot con-
done or ever forget the past, in my view the
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