July 24, 2003

knows that | have great respect for
him. That will continue regardless of
our different views on this subject.

What he did was read from today’s
Roll Call by that paragon of education,
Morton Kondracke, who is probably a
friend of his and certainly a friend of
mine. But the gentleman left out an-
other thing that Mr. Kondracke said.
He said, ‘““Democrats did help Bush pass
his No Child Left Behind standards and
testing initiative in 2001 and now have
every right to blast his and the GOP
Congress’ failure to fund it.”

So, you see, context has a lot to do
with things. When the gentleman was
before the Committee on Rules, | asked
him, in a respectful manner, was there
one teacher organization or one parent
organization or one student organiza-
tion that supported the bill that he put
forward. He looked to his staff and in-
dicated that there was an education
trust group, which the Democrats sup-
port as well because it deals with the
quality of teachers and teacher pay.
There are no teacher organizations, no
parent organizations, no student orga-
nizations that support this proposition.

The fact of the matter is, one of my
distinguished colleagues from Florida
came down here and all of these ladies
who represent nearly 13 million people,
along with the two men that stood
with them and asked unanimous con-
sent, he referred to them as a line of
mediocrity. If he wants mediocrity, all
he has to do is suggest that if this bill
rose to the level of mediocrity, it
would be fine. Look to Florida for me-
diocrity when they say they leave no
children behind. In Florida we not only
leave them behind, we lose them and
cannot find them.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

It is time to demand the best for our
children. The gentleman from Dela-
ware (Mr. CASTLE) and the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER) are offering
us that opportunity this evening. |
urge my colleagues to pass this fair
rule and agree to the underlying legis-
lation. It is time to improve our chil-
dren’s chances.

Mr. DAVIS of California. | rise to object to
the rule on consideration of H.R. 2210, the
Head Start reauthorization. Once again,
thoughtful amendments that address core
issues were not ruled in order by the com-
mittee.

As has been so widely discussed this week,
| believe it is important that this legislative
body be able to give the proper consideration
to this reauthorization—which is so critical to
the most vulnerable among us, low income
children.

| valued the opportunity to participate in
considering this measure at the subcommittee
and the committee levels. In that process, |
was able to offer significant amendments for
consideration and in one case for adoption by
the committee. Happily, the reauthorization
now before us recognizes the central nature of
the social and emotional development of
young children as well as their cognitive and
physical development.
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Nonetheless, other core issues were not
adopted during the committee consideration.
However, only 10 percent of the members of
this body had the opportunity to consider
those issues. The public deserves a full con-
sideration by other 90 percent of their rep-
resentatives.

| would particularly point to these major
areas of concern: (1) providing financial sup-
port and loan forgiveness for the increased
educational levels which will be required of
teachers and staff members; (2) requiring per-
formance standards of curriculum, develop-
mentally appropriate accountability processes,
personnel education, and professional devel-
opment opportunities to be at least as high as
federally required standards; and (3) assuring
that any state-operated programs would be re-
quired to provide the comprehensive health
and family services that are integral to Head
Start.

Mr. Speaker and members, 100 percent of
the members of this representative body have
the right and obligation to consider how these
issues should be resolved in order to enable
the most vulnerable children to enter kinder-
garten closer to the levels of preparation en-
joyed by more economically advantaged chil-
dren.

Mr. PRICE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
yield back the balance of my time, and
I move the previous question on the
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, on that | demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 34 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

————
0 1807
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SWEENEY) at 6 o’clock
and 7 minutes p.m.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2427, PHARMACEUTICAL
MARKET ACCESS ACT OF 2003

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, |
call up House Resolution 335 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H7531

H. REs. 335

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 2427) to authorize
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
to promulgate regulations for the reimporta-
tion of prescription drugs, and for other pur-
poses. The bill shall be considered as read for
amendment. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill to final pas-
sage without intervening motion except: (1)
one hour of debate on the bill equally divided
and controlled by the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce or their designees; and
(2) one motion to recommit.

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 2427
pursuant to this resolution, notwithstanding
the operation of the previous question, the
Chair may postpone further consideration of
the bill to a time designated by the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, | yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pend-
ing which | yield myself such time as |
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution before us
is a well-reasoned rule providing for
consideration of H.R. 2427, the Pharma-
ceutical Market Access Act of 2003.
This rule waives all points of order
against consideration of the bill and
provides 1 hour of debate, evenly di-
vided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Energy and Commerce
or their designees.

The rule also provides that during
consideration of the bill, notwith-
standing the operation of the previous
question, the Chair may postpone fur-
ther consideration of the bill to a time
designated by the Speaker.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, this rule pro-
vides for one motion to recommit.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to intro-
duce the rule for H.R. 2427, the Phar-
maceutical Market Access Act of 2003.
The fact that this legislation is on the
floor today demonstrates the willing-
ness of the House Republican leader-
ship to deal with contentious issues
publicly on this House floor and to
allow democracy to work by giving
every Member an opportunity to cast
their vote on an important issue and
issues that are important to them and
the American public.

But, while | believe that the under-
lying legislation that we will bring to
the floor later is well-intentioned, it is
also deeply flawed and puts the health
and well-being of the American public
at great risk. Congress needs to find a
way to provide affordable prescription
drugs to all Americans. This, however,
is not the way to do it.

Mr. Speaker, the problems with this
legislation can be divided into three
main categories. First, safety; second,
fairness; and, lastly, legal liability.

On the topic of safety, H.R. 2427 is
certain to harm Americans in a num-
ber of ways. First is the issue of
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