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center in the world. It provides resus-
citation, emergency surgical interven-
tion, diagnostic and medical treatment
and intensive care to Dade County’s
trauma victims. In addition, the center
features extensive research and edu-
cational facilities. Its primary focus is
on lowering the preventable death rate
by increasing the delivery of trauma
care during the critical 60 minutes
after an injury.

In addition to the aforementioned
centers, tremendous strides have been
made in enhancing the hospital and the
invaluable services that it provides to
our State of Florida. Relationships
have been established with other prime
providers to position the Public Health
Trust as a leader.

Jackson has evolved from a single-lo-
cation health provider into a system
that stretches throughout the county
and includes 12 primary care centers,
four school-based clinics, two medical
long-term facilities, a maternity hos-
pital and a community hospital. All
this has been established while main-
taining Jackson as one of the foremost
hospitals in the country.

The Public Health Trust also has re-
sponsibility for clinics in six of the
county’s correctional facilities and a
number of other services, such as the
South Florida AIDS Network.

Throughout his career, Ira Clark’s
talent and energy have been focused on
one overall mission: providing high-
quality health care to all people. He
has clearly achieved and surpassed this
vision.

Thank you, Ira, for your outstanding
contribution to the enhancement of the
lives of our south Florida residents.

———

LOWERING THE HIGH COST OF
DRUGS FOR AMERICANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARTER). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. EMANUEL) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, today
in USA Today, they released a poll
that showed that 71 percent of the
American people believe they should be
allowed to buy prescription drugs from
Canada and other European countries.
People from around the world come to
the United States for their medical
care, yet Americans are forced to go
around the world for their medications.
The American people know what is
going on here, and they know the situ-
ation is wrong and it is unsustainable.

A recent Families USA study found
that the prices of 50 drugs most com-
monly used by seniors have increased
in price by an average of 3.5 times the
rate of inflation over the past year. Be-
tween 2000 and 2003, seniors’ expendi-
tures on prescription drugs increased
by 44 percent.

For too long, seniors have been pay-
ing premium prices for the same pre-
scription drugs that are available in
other countries. Take tamoxifen. It
costs $60 in Germany, and $360 in the
United States.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

We cannot sit back and allow this
situation to continue. Right before we
left for recess in August, the United
States House of Representatives passed
legislation to allow Americans, elderly,
folks of any age, to buy their medica-
tions in Canada and Europe. It is com-
petition, the free market, and allowing
choice to exist.

Today we exist in a closed market
and Americans pay the highest price. If
we had a free market system, allowing
Americans to buy their prescription
drugs if they want in Canada or Eu-
rope, their name-brand drugs, prices
would drop dramatically in this coun-
try. Today we are paying 40 to 50 per-
cent more than the poor starving
French and Germans. That price would
be reduced here in the United States.

A lot of folks in the pharmaceutical
industry say it is a safety risk. Right
after our vote here in the House,
Pfizer, the largest pharmaceutical
company in the country, said they
were going to pull out of the Canadian
market or limit their sales in Canada.
It had nothing to do with safety. When
people tell you it ain’t about money,
folks, it is about money.

The second argument the pharma-
ceutical industry raises is they say this
will endanger research and develop-
ment. Today the American taxpayers
fund the National Institutes of Health
for $27 billion. They also fund research
at the pharmaceutical industry with a
tax credit for R&D.

There is not a single cancer drug or
major AIDS drug or drug dealing with
diabetes that has not been developed
without taxpayer-funded research. The
American people pay for the research
on the front end, and they pay the
most expensive prices on the back end.
That is a system we have created. It is
working for the pharmaceutical indus-
try, and it is time we changed the law
so it works on behalf of the American
people.

Today our legislation is in conference
on the prescription drug bill. We are
thinking about a $400 billion expansion
of an entitlement, the largest expan-
sion of an entitlement program in over
40 years, and | think we owe the tax-
payers of this country, if we are about
to go spend $400 billion of their money,
we owe them the decency to get them
the best price, not the most expensive
price.

Today, all we can guarantee is 20-
year-old legislation on generics that
guarantees that generics are held off
the market, which would save our sen-
iors money. We guarantee the pharma-
ceutical companies tax credit R&D as
well as the National Institutes of
Health funding, so the taxpayers pay
for all the research, and we guarantee
that the Americans pay the highest
price for the prescription drugs.

There is a reason the pharmaceutical
industry has paid $28 million to try to
defeat the legislation, because they
have got a good thing going here and
they do not want to change it; because
they have got taxpayers funding the re-
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search on the front end, and they have
got Americans paying the most expen-
sive prices on the back end.

So we have a chance to change that
system. We have a chance to bring
competition and choice to bear on the
market, and the pharmaceutical indus-
try will try to live under the free mar-
ket, like every other industry. Right
now, they have a closed market, and
the end result of it is the American
people are paying the highest prices.

We can make a difference here. We
did it in the House. We now need our
colleagues in the other Chamber to do
better and join us in giving a voice to
the 71 percent of Americans who said
they too want the choice of the free
market. No more continuation of this
closed market, forcing Americans to
pay the highest prices.

Over the summer, the reputable
group called the AARP, that speaks for
34 million seniors, endorsed this legis-
lation. Today their seniors, who are
members of the AARP, who buy their
pharmaceutical products in Canada,
get reimbursed from United Health In-
surance that represents the AARP
members.

Now, do you really believe the AARP
would be endangering the health of
their members? There is a reason they
did this: because the market is speak-
ing. They pay 25 to 30 percent less in
Canada than we here in the United
States for the same drugs.

————

EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO THE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to-
night with some hesitation, fearful
that | might simply be accused of com-
ing to the floor of the Congress to re-
port on what | did on my summer vaca-
tion. But the truth is, Mr. Speaker,
that | rise today with a deep sense of
gratitude to the National Park Service,
and in a deep impression imposed upon
me and my three small children and
my wife Karen during our visit to a
place called Yellowstone.

The first of the national parks, estab-
lished in 1880, it in fact inspired Presi-
dent Teddy Roosevelt himself to estab-
lish the National Park Service during
his administration at the turn of the
century, and now | know why.

With the assistance of an amateur
photographer, age 11, by the name of
Michael Joseph Pence, who | am sure is
eagerly watching at this very hour, I
hope to introduce you to some of the
experiences of Yellowstone of our fam-
ily and the remembrances of those who
first explored it.

It was, in fact, General Washburn in
1870 who was commissioned by Con-
gress to survey Yellowstone thor-
oughly for the very first time, and the
Pence family expedition was filled with
the same wonder this past August. In
fact, it was September 14, 1870, when
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