
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1816 September 17, 2003
IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF 

ALEX MACHASKEE IN CELEBRA-
TION OF HIS AWARD OF INTER-
NATIONAL BUSINESS EXECUTIVE 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 17, 2003

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay a very special tribute to one of Ohio’s 
leading business executives, Mr. Alex 
Machaskee. Alex Machaskee is the president 
and publisher of The Plain Dealer, Ohio’s larg-
est newspaper. On Thursday September 18, 
2003, Alex Machaskee will be honored by the 
World Trade Center of Cleveland as the Inter-
national Business Executive of the Year. 

Mr. Machaskee’s extensive career of forty-
three years with The Plain Dealer includes 
thirteen as publisher. In addition to his many 
business achievements, Northeastern Ohio is 
proud of Alex Machaskee’s civic involvement. 
His work on the Board of United Way Serv-
ices, the Musical Arts Association, the Inter-
national Children’s Games, and Crime Stop-
pers of Cuyahoga County, Inc., are merely a 
few of his numerous civic activities. 

Alex Machaskee embodies the very spirit of 
American workmanship through his dedication 
and service. His commitment to the commu-
nity combined with his devotion to The Plain 
Dealer merit the award as International Busi-
ness Executive of the Year. 

Mr. Speaker, we are a nation built upon the 
ideals of capitalism and the embracing of free-
dom of speech. Mr. Machaskee advances that 
which binds us together as one great nation. 
It has often been said that America succeeds 
due to the remarkable accomplishments and 
contributions of her citizens. It is evident that 
Alex Machaskee has given freely of his time 
and energy to assist in the promotion of his 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I would urge my 
colleagues to stand and join me in paying spe-
cial tribute to Mr. Alex Machaskee. On the oc-
casion of being named the International Busi-
ness Executive of the Year, we congratulate 
him for his service and wish him the best in 
all his future endeavors.
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HONORING WELLINGTON E. WEBB 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 17, 2003

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge the important public 
service accomplishments and leadership of 
the man who was Denver’s mayor from 1991 
until 2003, the Honorable Wellington E. Webb. 

As many of our colleagues already know, 
Wellington Webb not only served the people 
of Denver and the State of Colorado with 
great distinction, he is also recognized as a 
leader of national stature. As Denver’s first Af-
rican-American mayor, Wellington Webb’s 
leadership stirred hope to minorities across 
the nation, and gave proof and promise to the 
late Dr. Martin Luther King’s plea for a time 
when people might be ‘‘judged, not by the 
color of their skin, but the content of their 
character.’’ 

Wellington Webb began public service in the 
Colorado General Assembly and in the cabinet 
of Governor Richard Lamm, where he served 
with distinction. He was a regional adminis-
trator for the Carter Administration and a sen-
ior campaign official in President Carter’s re-
election campaign. I hesitate to draw out the 
long list of his various public offices and 
awards because such a list does little to con-
vey the depth of his record, or the weight of 
his contributions to the City and County of 
Denver, to the State of Colorado and to the 
United States of America. Suffice it to say that 
he and his wife, Wilma, were both drawn to 
public service from an early age and together, 
they have amassed an amazing amount of 
personal experience in local, state and federal 
public service. 

Collectively and as individuals, Wellington 
and Wilma Webb have contributed a great 
deal to enhance the discourse that has 
shaped the last thirty years of politics in Colo-
rado. They are both respected leaders, and as 
the Chair of the National Conference of May-
ors, Wellington was particularly forceful in 
bringing needed attention to the issues that 
face America’s urban centers. Although he 
has retired from the politics of city hall in Den-
ver, Wellington has not retired from public 
service, and I believe the Bush Administration 
and Congress would do well to seek his ad-
vice on the myriad of issues that urban Amer-
ica faces in the aftermath of 9/11. 

It has been said that the most effective polit-
ical leaders are those who know how to com-
bine the talents of listening well, inspiring fol-
lowers and earning the respect, if not fear, of 
their adversaries. By these measures, Wel-
lington Webb is an extraordinarily effective 
leader. Even those who were not supporters 
of Wellington Webb—and that number shrank 
to fewer and fewer as time went on and his 
record grew, would readily admit that he is a 
man who earns respect. 

While I have had only a few opportunities to 
interact with Wellington Webb in my capacity 
as a Member of Congress, I learned from 
every one of our conversations. I admire the 
courage and perseverance he has shown on 
so many issues, talking bluntly but with wis-
dom on many topics, and with a sense of 
humor that cuts through the nonsense that so 
often characterizes political debate in our time. 
My sense is that Wellington Webb never suf-
fered fools, but was not unkind either. I imag-
ine he is uncomfortable with the tributes and 
accolades that are coming his way in the 
aftermath of his three terms as mayor, but I 
hope he will understand that these are impor-
tant milestones that can inspire a whole new 
generation of young leaders. 

I ask my colleagues in the Congress to not 
only join me in honoring the extraordinary pub-
lic service of Wellington E. Webb, but also to 
join me in expressing the hope that he may 
find other ways to continue to serve our coun-
try.
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FIRST ANNUAL CONGRESSIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON CIVIC EDUCATION 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 17, 2003

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, the problem of 
civic illiteracy and the ever-diminishing level of 

public engagement in our representative form 
of government must be confronted. 

I am pleased to report that a new national 
project, Representative Democracy in Amer-
ica: Voices of the People, funded by the U.S. 
Department of Education, was created by an 
Act of Congress to tackle this problem. The 
project is directed by the Alliance for Rep-
resentative Democracy, a collaboration of 
three fine organizations: the Center for Civic 
Education, The Center on Congress at Indiana 
University, and the National Conference of 
State Legislatures. 

The Alliance is holding an important con-
ference here in Washington, D.C., from Sep-
tember 20 to 22. The joint bipartisan leader-
ship of the U.S. Congress is serving as the 
honorary hosts for the conference. 

The Conference will bring together key deci-
sion-makers on education policy from every 
state and representatives of professional and 
civic education organizations. Their common 
goal will be to create an initiative to encourage 
our schools to undertake the civic mission of 
preparing students for effective citizenship. 
The conference will encourage the establish-
ment of state delegation working groups to im-
prove the status of civic education in their 
state. I am pleased to note that Linda Start, 
who is the Executive Director of the Center for 
Civic Education Through Law, will be the state 
facilitator for the Michigan delegation. 

Student achievement levels in civics simply 
must improve. I know we all share the hope 
that out of this conference will come a re-
newed commitment to make that happen.
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REMEMBERING AND HONORING 
THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON OF 
AUGUST 18, 2003

SPEECH OF 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 16, 2003

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 40th Anniversary of the March on 
Washington when over 250,000 Americans 
convened near the steps of the Lincoln Memo-
rial, brought together by a common cause—
achieving equality for all Americans. 

On that hot summer day in 1963, Americans 
arrived in Washington, D.C. to express a dire 
need for action against the dismal conditions 
of life for so many of our Nation’s African-
American citizens. Choosing to respond non-
violently to injustices committed against them, 
the marchers rose above hate, calling for 
peace and justice with a clear voice that de-
manded change. 

I rise today in support of H. Res. 352, hon-
oring the March on Washington as one of the 
largest civil rights demonstrations in United 
States history. It is important that we recog-
nize the monumental importance of this event 
and its significance in the ongoing struggle for 
civil rights and equal rights for all Americans. 
We should also commemorate the courageous 
and inspiring men and woman who organized 
and participated in the March and dedicated 
themselves to the pursuit of equality and jus-
tice. 

We are a great nation of diverse back-
grounds, drawn together by shared values and 
a common dedication to the cause of freedom, 
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