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The Right to Know School Nutrition Act rep-
resents a simple commonsense solution that
empowers individual parents and children to
decide for themselves what they will eat. | en-
courage my colleagues to join me in support
of this bill in order to protect our children from
the potential dangers of irradiated food prod-
ucts and to preserve consumer choice.

———
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise before this
body of Congress today to honor an out-
standing community program. The Grand
Junction Parks and Recreation STARS Bicycle
Repair Program collects old, used bicycles, re-
pairs them, and places them in the hands of
children who would not otherwise know the joy
of owning their own bicycle. In the process,
the program teaches the children of our com-
munity both responsibility and community
service. It is for these notable accomplish-
ments that | recognize the STARS Program
here today.

The idea for STARS originated in the Cen-
tral High School ElI Pomar Youth in Commu-
nity Service Club. This club helped to found
the STARS Bicycle Repair Program and en-
abled the program to collect bikes, repair them
and distribute them to needy individuals and
families. There is simply no substitute for the
joy in a young child’s eyes when he is the re-
cipient of one of STARS'’ refurbished bikes.

The STARS program allows the children to
learn, hands-on, how to repair and maintain
bicycles. More than that, they learn that there
are many ways that everyone, even children,
can help the community.

Mr. Speaker, | join with my colleagues in
honoring the Grand Junction Parks and Recre-
ation STARS Bicycle Repair Program.
Through STARS, the children of our commu-
nity learn responsibility and the excitement of
being a positive force in the community. Rec-
ognition for this program is long overdue, and
I am privileged to honor the STARS Bicycle
Repair Program here today.
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Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. |
rise today to pay tribute to a dear friend, Mr.
John C. Sperry. John is retiring from the
United Food and Commercial Workers Union,
Local 324 after 30 years of dedicated service.
He is the second most senior International
Vice President in the UFCW.

When President Arthur Berland retired in
1973, Local 324 had 12,000 members with
wages at $187.30 per week. John C. Sperry
was elected by the Executive Board to suc-
ceed Berland. | was a member of Local 324
myself, and was employed at the SavOn drug
store in Anaheim—scooping ice cream. | was
a very good ice cream scooper, and was
thrilled to be a member of the UFCW.
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John started as a Box Boy (now called
“Courtesy Clerk”) at age 15. He worked part-
time at a Safeway Market. He than worked as
a Box Boy and Produce and Food Clerk at
Alpha Beta, A&P, Shopping Bag and
Hiram’s—the latter being subsequently bought
by the Lucky supermarket chain. He was hired
on May 4, 1959 as a Union Organizer, and
then elected (the practice at the time) as
Union Representative. He was confirmed as
President of Local 324 in 1975, and has been
re-elected unanimously 10times since then—
quite a record of longevity and leadership.

John has served as the acknowledged lead-
er and official spokesperson of the UFCW in
Southern California for 28 years. He has
served for decades on the food industry’s
Joint Labor Management (JLM) Committee, is
one of two rank-and-file officials in the Na-
tional JLM, and was for 20 years Chairman of
Food Benefits Trust and Secretary of the Pen-
sion Fund.

With John as the spokesperson and chief
negotiator for all Southern California UFCW
Locals, wages have gone from under $200 per
week when he became President to the cur-
rent $716 for Clerks and $767.20 for Meat
Cutters. In addition there have been vast in-
creases in Health and Welfare and Pension
benefits; establishment of weekly hour guaran-
tees; establishment of the Defined Contribu-
tion Plan; creation of the “Golden 85 (full re-
tirement benefits for active participants with 30
full-time credited service years at age 55); es-
tablishment of the Housing and Educational
Fund; and combining of the Food and Meat
Agreements to increase the Union’s bar-
gaining Power. John was the force behind the
UFCW work stoppage of 1978 that resulted in
significant increases in wages, night pre-
miums, health benefits and pensions for union
members.

From its earliest years, Local 324 has par-
ticipated in many community activities, with
the goal of improving the quality of life of all
those who live in Southern California. Under
President Sperry, the Union Local has earned
a reputation as one of the most general phil-
anthropic organizations in the state for its con-
sistent financial support of worthy causes.

With some 24,000 members, UFCW Local
324 is the eighth largest Union Local in the
UFCW. No other sister Local in the United
States or Canada enjoys a better or more
strictly enforced collective bargaining agree-
ment, a statement that has been true primarily
as a result of the leadership of John C. Sper-
ry.
We will all miss John, but know that he will
continue to be of counsel to not only Local
324 but also the national union. | will miss him
as my union president, and count him not only
as a leader, but a valued friend and advisor.

—————
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, recently the
State Department put out a video called “Ter-
rorism: A War Without Borders” that is offen-
sive. The video portrays all Sikhs as terrorists.
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This characterization is inaccurate. It is also
offensive to any fair-minded person. How can
the State Department portray an entire group
as terrorists? Secretary Powell should order
the immediate withdrawal of this offensive
video. This kind of stereotyping is simply un-
acceptable.

There are more than half a million Sikhs in
the United States. Are they all terrorists, Mr.
Speaker? They are active in all phases of
American life, from law to medicine to agri-
culture to information technology. These are
people who contribute a lot to America’s way
of life. Many of them were attacked after Sep-
tember 11, yet they still believe in America.

To label all Sikhs terrorists demeans the
Sikh people, their faith, and their national aspi-
rations and culture. This is extremely unfair.
Yet the video consistently labels Sikhs as “ter-
rorists” while ignoring the brutal atrocities car-
ried out against minorities by the Indian gov-
ernment. For example, the video’s description
of the attack on the Golden Temple in June
1984 simply refers to “Sikhs,” thus con-
demning all Sikhs as members of a terrorist
organization.

What the video ignores is that Sant Jarnail
Singh Bhindranwale, General Shabeg Singh,
and many other Sikh leaders took refuge in
the Golden Temple to protect themselves from
the atrocities that the Indian government was
already carrying out. They had been threat-
ened with violence for peacefully speaking out
on behalf of the rights of their people.

Over 20,000 Sikhs were killed over that
three-day period in June 1984 as the Indian
government attacked the Golden Temple and
38 other Sikh Gurdwaras throughout Punjab to
frighten the Sikhs and end their movement to
free themselves. Instead, just as Bhindranwale
predicted, they laid the foundations for an
independent Sikh state called Khalistan, which
finally declared its independence from India on
October 7, 1987. Let me be among the first to
congratulate the Sikhs on the upcoming anni-
versary of that event.

Mr. Speaker, we all seek good relations with
India. But it is offensive and inappropriate to
suppress atrocities and spread inaccurate
propaganda to achieve this objective. Why is
our government placing the derogatory label of
terrorist on an entire people? This is not
something the government of the United
States, which was founded on tolerance,
should be doing.

The State Department should immediately
remove this from circulation immediately so
that it can either be corrected or withdrawn.
Fairness demands that we stop labelling entire
peoples with derogatory characterizations like
“terrorist.”

Our government should stop American aid
and trade with India until the Sikhs, the
Nagas, the Kashmins and all the people of
South Asia enjoy full freedom and democratic
rights and we should strongly and actively
support these peoples in their effort to have
self-determination in free and independent
states.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to insert the recent
letter from International Sikh Organization to
Secretary of State Powell about this video into
the RECORD.

GURU GOBIND SINGH JI, TENTH MASTER

Washington, DC, July 29, 2003.
Hon. CoLIN POWELL
Secretary of State, Washington, DC.

DEAR SECRETARY POWELL: On behalf of the

25 million strong Sikh Nation and over
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500,000 Sikhs in the United States, | am writ-
ing to express the outrage of the Sikh com-
munity at the new video “Terrorism: A War
Without Borders.”” While Sikhs fully support
the war against terrorism, your video inac-
curately depicts Sikhs as terrorists.

The video is offensive to Sikhs around the
world. It significantly misrepresents the
Sikh faith and the Sikh culture. The video
inaccurately uses the term ‘‘Sikh terrorist”’
to broadly label all of the world’s 25 million
Sikhs—500,000 of whom live in the United
States—and condemns all people of the Sikh
faith. This is offensive and inaccurate.

The video’s description of the June 1984 In-
dian military attack on the Golden Temple
in Amritsar, the most sacred of Sikh shrines,
is completely bogus and entirely false. Every
terrorist act cited in the video is described
as either the work of an individual or a
group of a certain nationality or a group
with its own identity. But in the 1984 Attack
on Darbar Sahib, the video refers to the ter-
rorists as ‘“‘Sikhs’. It shows Sikhs, easily
recognizable from their turbans and beards,
with weapons in the Darbar Sahib complex
along with some Indian soldiers. The fact is
that there were no ‘“‘terrorists’” in Darbar
Sahib. Sikh leaders, including Sant Jarnail
Singh Bhindranwale and others, took refuge
there to protect themselves from Indian gov-
ernment violence against Sikhs. Letters re-
printed in the book Chakravyuh: Web of In-
dian Secularism show conclusively that
India pre-planned this attack in order to kill
Bhindranwale and other Sikh leaders who
spoke out peacefully for Sikh sovereignty.
After the attack, Indira Gandhi said, ‘“‘I have
broken the back of the Sikh Nation by at-
tacking the Golden Temple.” If the sanctity
of the Golden Temple cannot be protected,
how can the Sikh Nation survive?

Labelling all Sikhs who support an inde-
pendent, sovereign Khalistan as terrorists is
the propaganda line of the repressive Indian
regime. | would expect better from the State
Department, especially under your out-
standing leadership, than to spout the cli-
ches of Indian disinformation.

The segment on the Darbar Sahib attack
states: “‘In an effort to establish an inde-
pendent state, Sikh terrorists seized Darbar
Sahib Shrine in Amritsar, India. Prime Min-
ister Indira Gandhi ordered a military cam-
paign to drive out the terrorists. Hundreds
were Killed.” In fact, over 20,000 were mur-
dered in the attack on Darbar Sahib and 38
other Sikh Gurdwaras throughout Punjab,
which was known as Operation Bluestar. The
aim of this operation was to wipe out the
Sikh religion.

In actuality, it is the Indian government
that is the terrorist organization. The Wash-
ington Times reported on January 2, 2002
that the Indian government is sponsoring
cross-border terrorism in the Pakistani prov-
ince of Sindh. India stationed troops on the
border in Kashmir while Pakistani troops
were helping American forces look for Al
Qaeda operatives, forcing Pakistan to divert
troops to that border and reducing the effec-
tiveness of their help in the search for Al
Qaeda. This was a de facto pro-terrorist ac-
tion. It has provided heavy water to Iran and
has done business with Irag for many years.
The Indian oil minister declared Irag “‘a
strategic partner.”

In November 1994, the Indian newspaper
Hitavada reported that India paid the late
Governor of Punjab, Surendra Nath, about
$1.5 billion to organize and support covert
terrorist activities in Punjab and Kashmir.
Two independent reports and an article in
the New York Times magazine all showed
that Indian forces were responsible for the
massacre of 35 Sikhs in Chithisinghpora in
March 2000 during President Clinton’s visit.
Indian forces were caught red-handed trying
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to set fire to a Gurdwara and some Sikh
homes in a village in Kashmir. The book Soft
Target conclusively shows that India blew up
its own airliner, Killing 329 innocent people,
to blame the Sikhs. Why is the State Depart-
ment trying to appease such a state?

In all, over 250,000 Sikhs have been mur-
dered by the Indian government since the
Golden Temple attack, according to figures
compiled by the Punjab State Magistracy
and human rights groups and reported in The
Politics of Genocide by Inderjit Singh Jaijee.
According to a report by the Movement
Against State Repression (MASR), the In-
dian government admits to holding 52,268 po-
litical prisoners under the brutal, repressive
“Terrorist and Disruptive Activities Act”
(TADA), which expired in 1995. Another 50,000
have been arrested, tortured, Kkilled in cus-
tody, declared ‘‘unidentified,” and secretly
cremated. The man who exposed this secret
cremation policy, Jaswant Singh Kbhalra,
was kidnapped by the police and murdered
while in police custody. His body was never
handed over to his family.

India has murdered over 200,000 Christians
in Nagaland since 1947, over 85,000 Kashmiri
Muslims since 1988, and tens of thousands of
Assamese, Bodos, Dalits, Manipuris, Tamils,
and others. An Indian Cabinet minister said
that everyone who lives in India must either
be a Hindu or be subservient to Hinduism.

Since Christmas 1998, priests have been
murdered, nuns have been raped, churches
have been burned, Christian schools have
been attacked. Missionary Graham Staines
and his two sons, ages 8 and 10, were burned
to death while sleeping in their jeep. Their
killers chanted ‘“Victory to Hannuman,” a
Hindu god. None of these people has been
brought to justice. Missionary Joseph Cooper
was deported back to Pennsylvania after
Hindus attacked him so severely that he had
to spend a week in the hospital. No action
has been taken in these cases. Police broke
up a Christian religious festival by opening
fire on it. All over India, laws are being
passed that ban conversion to any religion
except Hinduism.

Newspaper reports show that the Indian
government pre-planned the attack on Mus-
lims in Gujarat last year in which 2,000 to
5,000 Muslims were Killed, according to the
Indian newspaper The Hindu. Police were or-
dered to stand aside and let the massacre
happen, in a striking parallel to the 1984
Delhi massacre of Sikhs in which police were
locked in their barracks while state-run tele-
vision and radio called for more Sikh blood.

Secretary Powell, the State Department
owes the Sikh Nation an apology. On behalf
of the Sikh community in America and
worldwide, | request an apology and correc-
tion from you for this offensive and inac-
curate video. The video should be corrected
or withdrawn. | thought that the United
States of America was dedicated to the
truth, not to spreading the disinformation of
a terrorist regime.

I would like to meet with you about this at
your earliest convenience. Please contact me
at the above number to let me know when we
can meet. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
DR. GURMIT SINGH AULAKH,

President, International Sikh Organization.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise before this
body of Congress today to pay tribute to an
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outstanding citizen from my district. Mabel
Wallis of Delta, Colorado has dedicated her
life to serving her country and her community.
She selflessly gives of her time and her talent
to a grateful community. | am honored to
stand before you today to recognize Mabel
and her lifetime of service.

Mabel grew up in Colorado and attended
Colorado University, where she earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree. She worked as a stu-
dent teacher before deciding to join the Navy
and attend Officer Candidate School. As an
Ensign, Mabel was assigned to Lowry Air
Force Base in Denver, Colorado, but was cho-
sen shortly thereafter to serve on the staff of
Admiral Hyman G. Rickover, the Father of the
Nuclear Navy. Mabel retired after twenty years
in the Navy with the rank of Commander.
Since retiring, Mabel has volunteered exten-
sively in her community. She was active with
Meals on Wheels, she volunteers for the Delta
County Historical Society by typing their quar-
terly newsletter, and she volunteers in the
Medical Records Department of the Delta
County Memorial Hospital. Mabel has logged
more than 700 volunteer hours with the hos-
pital alone.

Mr. Speaker, | join with my colleagues in
recognizing Mabel Wallis. Her dedication and
desire to give back to her community are in-
spiring and serve as an example to all Ameri-
cans. | am honored to share her story before
this Congress today.

———

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SKIPPACK LIONS
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Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Skippack Lions Club during its 50th
anniversary celebration. The Skippack Lions
Club was chartered in September of 1953,
with the assistance of the nearby Kulpsville
Lions Club.

As we all know, Lions Clubs across the na-
tion are made up of active and energetic citi-
zens who undertake numerous initiatives and
projects to make their communities better
places to live and raise families. Beginning in
1917, Lions Clubs have offered people the op-
portunity to give something back to their com-
munities. Since 1925, when Helen Keller ad-
dressed the Lions Club International Conven-
tion and challenged the group to become
“knights of the blind in the crusade against
darkness,” the Lions have been committed to
providing assistance and service to the blind
through a wide variety of activities. Today,
with more than 46,000 clubs in 192 countries,
Lions activities have expanded to help meet
the needs of the global community.

The Skippack Lions Club hosts several an-
nual events, including a community Halloween
parade, an Easter egg hunt and a Veterans
Day program. The Club fulfiled an important
need within the Skippack area by sponsoring
the Skippack Community Ambulance Associa-
tion. The Lions were also instrumental in form-
ing the Skippack Recreation Association,
which continues as an active community orga-
nization, providing swimming and other recre-
ation to Skippack area residents.
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