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The purpose of the hearing is to re-

ceive testimony on S. 213, a bill to 
clear title to certain real property in 
New Mexico associated with the middle 
Rio Grande Project, and for other pur-
poses; S. 1236, a bill directing the Sec-
retary of the Interior to establish a 
program to control or eradicate 
Tamarisk in the western United 
States, and for other purposes; S. 1516, 
a bill to further the purposes of the 
Reclamation Projects Authorization 
and Adjustment Act of 1992 by direct-
ing the Secretary of the Interior, act-
ing through the Commissioner of Rec-
lamation, to carry out an assessment 
and demonstration program to assess 
potential increases in water avail-
ability for Bureau of Reclamation 
projects and other uses through control 
of salt cedar and Russian olive; H.R. 
856, a bill authorizing the Secretary of 
the Interior to revise a repayment con-
tract with the Tom Green county water 
control and improvement district No. 1 
San Angelo Project, Texas, and for 
other purposes; and H.R. 961, a bill to 
promote Department of the of the Inte-
rior efforts to provide a scientific basis 
for the management of sediment and 
nutrient loss in the upper Mississippi 
River Basin, and for other purposes. 
(Contact: Shelly Randel 202–224–7933, 
Erik Webb 202–224–4756 or Meghan Beal 
at 202–224–7556). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

f 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Larry Kennedy, a 
fellow on my staff, be permitted the 
privilege of the floor during debate on 
the Interior appropriations bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

f 

UNITED STATES OLYMPIC 
COMMITTEE REFORM ACT 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 237, S. 1404. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (S. 1404) to amend the Ted Stevens 

Olympic and Amateur Sports Act.

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with amendments, as follows: 

[Strike the parts shown in black brackets 
and insert the parts shown in italic.] 

S. 1404

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United 
States Olympic Committee Reform Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) There is a widespread loss of confidence 

in the United States Olympic Committee. 

(2) Restoring confidence in the United 
States Olympic Committee is critical to 
achieving the original intent of the Ted Ste-
vens Amateur and Olympic Sports Act. 

(3) Confusion exists concerning the pri-
mary purposes and priorities of the United 
States Olympic Committee. 

(4) The current governance structure of the 
United States Olympic Committee is dys-
functional. 

(5) The ongoing national corporate govern-
ance debate and recent reforms have impor-
tant implications for the United States 
Olympic Committee. 

(6) There exists no clear line of authority 
between the United States Olympic Com-
mittee volunteers and the United States 
Olympic Committee paid staff. 

(7) There is a widespread perception that 
the United States Olympic Committee lacks 
financial transparency. 
SEC. 3. AMENDMENT OF TED STEVENS OLYMPIC 

AND AMATEUR SPORTS ACT. 
Except as otherwise expressly provided, 

whenever in this Act an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment 
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision, 
the reference shall be considered to be made 
to a section or other provision of the Ted 
Stevens Olympic and Amateur Sports Act (36 
U.S.C. 220501 et seq.). 
SEC. 4. GOVERNANCE OF THE UNITED STATES 

OLYMPIC COMMITTEE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Act (36 U.S.C. 220501) 

is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘SUBCHAPTER III. GOVERNANCE 
‘‘§ 220541. Board of directors 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The board of directors is 
the governing body of the corporation and 
shall establish the policies and priorities of 
the corporation. The board of directors shall 
have the full authority to manage the affairs 
of the corporation. 

‘‘(b) STRUCTURE OF THE BOARD.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The board of directors 

shall consist of 9 elected members and the ex 
officio members described in paragraph (3). 

‘‘(2) ELECTED MEMBERS.—The elected direc-
tors, elected as provided in subsection (g), 
are—

‘‘(A) 5 independent directors, as defined in 
the constitution and bylaws of the corpora-
tion; 

‘‘(B) 2 directors elected from among those 
nominated by the Athletes’ Advisory Coun-
cil, who at the time of nomination meet the 
specifications of section 220504(b)(2)(B) of 
this title; and 

‘‘(C) 2 directors elected from among those 
nominated by the National Governing Bod-
ies’ Council. 

‘‘(3) EX OFFICIO MEMBERS.—The ex officio 
members are—

‘‘(A) the speaker of the assembly; and 
‘‘(B) the International Olympic Committee 

member or members from the United States 
who are required to be ex officio members of 
the executive organ of the corporation under 
the terms of the Olympic Charter. 

‘‘(c) TERMS OF OFFICE.—
‘‘(1) ELECTED DIRECTORS.—The term of of-

fice of an elected director shall be 4 years. 
An individual elected to replace a director 
who does not serve a full 4-year term shall be 
elected initially to serve only the balance of 
the expired term of the member that director 
replaces. No director shall be eligible for re-
election, except a director whose total period 
of service, if elected, would not exceed 6 
years. The chair of the board shall be eligible 
to serve an additional 2 years as required to 
complete his or her term as chair. 

‘‘(2) STAGGERED TERMS.—Notwithstanding 
paragraph (1), of the directors first elected to 
the board after the date of enactment of the 
United States Olympic Committee Reform 
Act—

‘‘(A) 2 of the directors elected under para-
graph (2)(A) shall be elected for terms of 2 
years; 

‘‘(B) 3 of the directors elected under para-
graph (2)(A) shall be elected for terms of 4 
years; 

‘‘(C) 1 of the directors elected under para-
graph (2)(B) shall be elected for a term of 2 
years; 

‘‘(D) 1 of the directors elected under para-
graph (2)(B) shall be elected for a term of 4 
years; 

‘‘(E) 1 of the directors elected under para-
graph (2)(C) shall be elected for a term of a 
term of 2 years; and 

‘‘(F) 1 of the directors elected under para-
graph (2)(C) shall be elected for a term of a 
term of 4 years. 

‘‘(3) EX OFFICIO MEMBERS.—The speaker of 
the assembly shall serve as a non-voting ex 
officio member of the board while holding 
the position of speaker of the assembly. An 
International Olympic Committee member 
shall serve as an ex officio member of the 
board for so long as the member is a member 
of that Committee. 

‘‘(d) VOTING.—
‘‘(1) ELECTED MEMBERS.—Each elected di-

rector shall have 1 vote on all matters on 
which the board votes, consistent with the 
constitution and bylaws of the corporation. 

‘‘(2) EX OFFICIO MEMBERS.—Each voting ex 
officio member shall have 1 vote on matters 
on which the ex officio members vote, con-
sistent with the constitution and bylaws of 
the corporation, and the votes of the ex offi-
cio members shall be weighted such that, in 
the aggregate, the votes of all voting ex offi-
cio members are equal to the vote of one 
elected director. 

‘‘(3) TIE VOTES.—In the event of a tie vote 
of the board, the vote of the chair of the 
board shall serve to break the tie. 

‘‘(4) QUORUM.—The board may not take ac-
tion in the absence of a quorum, which shall 
be 7 members, of whom at least 3 shall be 
members described in subsection (b)(2)(A). 

‘‘(e) CHAIR OF THE BOARD.—The board shall 
elect 1 of the members described in sub-
section (b)(2) to serve as chair of the board 
first elected after the date of enactment of 
the United States Olympic Committee Re-
form Act. The chair of the board shall pre-
side at all meetings of the board and have 
such other duties as may be provided in the 
constitution and bylaws of the corporation. 
No individual may hold the position of chair 
of the board for more than 4 years. 

‘‘(f) COMMITTEES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The board of directors 

shall establish the following 4 standing com-
mittees: 

‘‘(A) The Audit Committee. 
‘‘(B) The Compensation Committee. 
‘‘(C) The Ethics Committee. 
‘‘(D) The Nominating and Governance 

Committee. 
‘‘(2) COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP.—The Com-

pensation Committee shall consist of 3 board 
members selected by the board. The Audit 
Committee, Ethics Committee, and Nomi-
nating and Governance Committee shall 
each consist of—

‘‘(A) 3 board members described in sub-
section (b)(2)(A), selected by the board; 

‘‘(B) 1 board member described in sub-
section (b)(2)(B), selected by the board; and 

‘‘(C) 1 board member described in sub-
section (b)(2)(C), selected by the board. 

‘‘(3) ADDITIONAL COMMITTEES.—The board 
may establish such additional committees, 
subcommittees, and task forces as may be 
necessary or appropriate and for which suffi-
cient funds exist. 

‘‘(g) NOMINATION AND ELECTION.—
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