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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LATOURETTE) (during the vote). Mem-
bers are advised that there are 2 min-
utes remaining in this vote.

b 1134 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona and Mr. 
PEARCE changed their vote from 
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the joint resolution was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table.

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1078 

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent to have my name re-
moved as a cosponsor of H.R. 1078. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LATOURETTE). Is there objection to the 
request of the gentleman from Min-
nesota? 

There was no objection. 

f 

RATIFYING AUTHORITY OF FTC TO 
ESTABLISH A DO-NOT-CALL REG-
ISTRY 

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to the previous order of the House, I 
call up the bill (H.R. 3161) to ratify the 
authority of the Federal Trade Com-
mission to establish a do-not-call reg-
istry, and ask for its immediate consid-
eration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of H.R. 3161 is as follows:

H.R. 3161

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. NATIONAL DO-NOT-CALL REGISTRY. 

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Federal Trade Com-
mission is authorized under section 3(a)(3)(A) 
of the Telemarketing and Consumer Fraud 
and Abuse Prevention Act (15 U.S.C. 
6102(a)(3)(A)) to implement and enforce a na-
tional do-not-call registry. 

(b) RATIFICATION.—The do-not-call registry 
provision of the Telemarketing Sales Rule 
(16 C.F.R. 310.4(b)(1)(iii)), which was promul-
gated by the Federal Trade Commission, ef-
fective March 31, 2003, is ratified.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House, Wednes-
day, September 24, 2003, the gentleman 
from Louisiana (Mr. TAUZIN) and the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. DIN-
GELL) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Louisiana (Mr. TAUZIN). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to insert extraneous mate-
rial on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, welcome to Groundhog 

Day, courtesy of a misguided court de-
cision, soon to be overthrown, I be-
lieve, were we not acting today, but 
one that jeopardizes one of the most 
consumer-friendly regulations ever to 
come out of Washington in a long time. 
Just several months ago, President 
Bush signed the Do-Not-Call Imple-
mentation Act into law. That law au-
thorized the funding of the Federal 
Trade Commission’s National Do-Not-
Call registry, a concept so embraced by 
consumers in America that 50 million 
Americans have now signed up to be on 
that list since then. And, Mr. Speaker, 
Congress passes a law, and an agency 
then implements it. Nothing wrong, 
right? Wrong. One can imagine our sur-
prise when we found out yesterday 
morning that a Federal court in Okla-
homa, not California, Oklahoma, in-
validated the FTC’s do-not-call reg-
istry. And even more surprising was 
the judge’s basis for the decision. He 
found the FTC did not have the statu-
tory authority to create a national do-
not-call list. 

Nothing could be further from the 
truth. As I mentioned in February of 
this year, Congress passed the Do-Not-
Call Implementation Act. Obviously, 
Congress would not have funded some-
thing that it thought was unauthor-
ized. Indeed, back in 1994, Congress 
passed the Telemarketing Fraud and 
Abuse Prevention Act, which gave the 
FTC power to regulate abusive tele-
marketing practices. Certainly, allow-
ing consumers to sign up for a do-not-
call list, to essentially opt out of an 
abusive telemarketing practice, is well 
within the mandate given to the FTC. 

Make no mistake. The judge in this 
case is dead wrong, and I am sure his 
decision will, in turn, be overturned. In 
an abundance of caution, however, and 
I make perfectly clear to any and all 
who may have doubts, today we con-
sider H.R. 3161. This bill specifically 
authorizes the FTC to create a na-
tional do-not-call list and explicitly 
ratifies the FTC’s actions over the past 
year to implement that list. We should 
probably call the bill ‘‘This Time We 
Really Mean It Act’’ to cure any myo-
pia in the judicial branch. 

The bill leaves no doubt as to the in-
tent of Congress. The FTC wants this 
list. The President of the United States 
wants this list, and more importantly, 
50 million Americans, who are growing 
impatient about being interrupted at 
mealtime by unwanted and unneces-
sary harassing telemarketing calls, 
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