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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN RECOGNITION OF GLENDALE
COMMUNITY COLLEGE’S 75
YEARS OF EDUCATIONAL EXCEL-
LENCE AND THE DEDICATION OF
THE CIMMARUSTI SCIENCE CEN-
TER

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 29, 2003

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Glendale Community College on
its 75th anniversary, and to celebrate the dedi-
cation of the Cimmarusti Science Center.

Glendale College was founded in 1927 as a
junior college at the old Glendale Union High
School site. It served the needs of the people
in La Crescenta, Glendale, and Tujunga. An
earthquake devastated several of the main
buildings, and finally in 1937 the college
opened its new facilities. The community con-
tinued to grow and the campus thrived. In
1981, the college separated from the Glendale
Unified School District.

Today, Glendale Community College helps
more than 25,000 students meet their edu-
cational goals. It has a college-credit enroll-
ment of about 15,000 day and evening stu-
dents and about 10,000 students are enrolled
in the adult education programs. Its excep-
tional reputation and tradition for academic ex-
cellence and quality lives on in the current ad-
ministration and student body. Its progressive
and extensive curriculum includes customized
contract instruction for companies, career
training, and certificates in vocational training.
The college innovatively forges and promotes
mutually beneficial partnerships with industries
and the city.

In 1998, $2 million in Federal funding was
requested for a NASA/JPL science education
center to be located on the campus. Appro-
priation legislation was signed in late October
of the same year. On March 4, 1999, brothers
and local businessmen Larry and Ralph
Cimmarusti presented an additional gift of $1
million to the college, as they are proud alum-
ni. Their name will eternally be associated with
the school by the state-of-the-art science cen-
ter that will bear their name. The center will
also serve as a regional training facility for
local schools, enriching the already impressive
list of services available at the college. The
Cimmarusti Science Center's math and
science education will not only be an example
for other colleges, it will raise public interest in
the subjects. The center also includes a spec-
tacular planetarium, one of just a few at com-
munity colleges across the country.

Glendale Community College is unique in its
approach to education and in the way it uti-
lizes its resources. It is a truly pioneering insti-
tution that has earned the endless praise of
those who have seen it develop, and those
who have benefited from its infinite opportuni-
ties. It is a model of dependable leadership
and unstoppable advancement. Glendale
Community College is at the forefront of edu-

cation in our community, and its innumerable
successes have already spanned three quar-
ters of a century. It will undoubtedly continue
to serve our community by responding to
changing needs and meeting all challenges.

| ask all Members of Congress to join me
today in congratulating Glendale Community
College on 75 truly exemplary years of service
to the community, the opening of the
Cimmarusti Science Center, and for the col-
lege’s commitment to educational excellence.

———

INTRODUCING THE REGIONAL ECO-
NOMIC AND INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT ACT

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 29, 2003

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, today Con-
gresswoman NORTON and | have introduced
the “Regional Economic and Infrastructure De-
velopment Act.” A detailed summary of the
bill's provisions is attached.

The bill organizes four regional commissions
under a common framework, thereby providing
a more uniform method for distributing eco-
nomic development funds throughout the re-
gions most in need of such assistance. It re-
authorizes the Delta Regional Authority and
the Northern Great Plains Regional Authority
and creates two new regional commissions:
The Southeast Crescent Regional Commission
and the Southwest Border Regional Commis-
sion. Both of these latter commissions have
been proposed in legislation introduced in this
Congress and are designed to address prob-
lems of systemic poverty and chronic under-
development in those regions. Every county or
parish that is currently included in a commis-
sion through enacted or proposed legislation is
similarly included in that same commission
under this bill. While the bill follows the suc-
cessful organizational model of the Appa-
lachian Regional Commission (ARC), it does
not include the ARC or the Denali Commission
(a wholly intrastate commission) in its frame-
work.

Regional commissions provide vital assist-
ance to the development of the Nation’s most
chronically poor and distressed regions. They
are true Federal-State partnerships, bringing
together Federal, State, and local govern-
ments to expand the economic and develop-
ment opportunities of a chronically distressed
region. These regions typically experience
rates of poverty and unemployment that are
more than 150 percent of the national aver-
age. Further, some of these areas lack the
transportation and basic public infrastructure
necessary to support business development,
and importantly, create jobs in the region.

The regional commissions are designed to
assist areas in overcoming chronic economic
distress by focusing on the distressed region
as a whole. By recognizing that systemic eco-
nomic distress follows geographic and natural

resource realities, rather than arbitrary State
or political subdivision borders, the commis-
sions are able to concentrate their efforts over
the entire region—regardless of State lines.
One way that federally designated regional
commissions work within the region to over-
come the effects of chronic underdevelopment
is through investment in infrastructure, includ-
ing transportation, telecommunications and
other basic public infrastructure. The commis-
sions also assist the region in obtaining job
skills training, entrepreneurship, technology,
and business development. Through these ef-
forts, commissions work to improve the eco-
nomic development of these systemically dis-
tressed regions.

Regional commissions also supplement the
state share of other Federal programs to en-
sure that areas that do not even have the eco-
nomic means of meeting a required State or
local funding share are not denied the oppor-
tunity to participate in these programs. Re-
gional commissions assist in local develop-
ment planning by helping provide local devel-
opment districts with the resources and exper-
tise necessary to formulate and follow a com-
prehensive, strategic regional development
plan. Often it is the local development plan-
ning that is the key for the successful imple-
mentation of economic and infrastructure de-
velopment programs.

The Regional and Economic Infrastructure
Development Act is modeled after the statute
authorizing the ARC. The ARC has dem-
onstrated that regional commissions are suc-
cessful in fighting chronic underdevelopment
and poverty. Since the ARC's creation in
1965, employment in the 13-State region has
grown by nearly 66 percent. In contrast, in the
decade preceding its creation, employment in
the region had declined by 1.5 percent. Fur-
ther, the poverty rate of the region has been
cut by more than one half—from 31.1 percent
in 1960 to 13.6 percent in 2000.

As the Nation continues to suffer through a
weakened economy, the need for these com-
missions becomes even more important. Fig-
ures released this August show that the na-
tional unemployment rate has increased to 6.1
percent, the highest level since July 1994.
Further, since January 2001, the number of
people unemployed increased from 5.95 mil-
lion to 8.91 million—an increase of almost 3
million, or 50 percent.

Moreover, workers who have lost their jobs
are having more trouble finding new jobs. The
average length of unemployment is now al-
most 20 weeks, the longest it has been in
nearly two decades. Within the last 2 years,
the number of workers who have been unem-
ployed for longer than 6 months has increased
by more than 1.3 million to nearly 2 million—
an increase of almost 200 percent. One-half of
the unemployed are out of work for more than
9 weeks and more than one in five have been
out of work for more than 6 months.

As the economy continues to founder, it is
these historically depressed regions—the re-
gions that have already been struggling—that
suffer a disproportionate share of the burden.
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