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Prior to working on Capitol Hill,
Rotterman had a distinguished career
in journalism with the Dayton Daily
News. During that time, he interviewed
both Richard Nixon and John Kennedy
during the 1960 Presidential campaign.

Rotterman never ducked a challenge.
In the beginning of his career as a beat
reporter, he once posed as a minister
and walked out on a rain-soaked edge
of an office building with a policeman
to lure a suicidal man back to safety.

Lou Rotterman was the product of an
earlier generation. He went to war,
served his country, and raised a family.

Lou Rotterman is gone, but his suc-
cessors are out there today working
just as hard as he did. We do not read
their names in the paper, because they
are not in it for the glory. But they do
their part to make the world a better
place for all of us.

Simply put, Lou Rotterman was part
of the Greatest Generation that under-
stood sacrifice, duty, honor, and coun-
try. He will be missed by all that knew
him.

Mr. Speaker, | close by asking God to
please bless America, and bless our
men and women in uniform.

———

DOWNED ANIMALS POSE THREAT
TO FOOD SUPPLY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Oregon
(Mr. BLUMENAUER) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, to
make our communities livable, to
make our families safe, healthy and
economically secure, we must deal
with the issues of food safety. 76 mil-
lion Americans are ill every year from
unsafe food, 325,000 are hospitalized,
5,000 die.

A century ago, Upton Sinclair’s epic
novel “The Jungle’” exposed the scan-
dal in America’s meatpacking indus-
try; and yet a century later, we still do
not have it right.

Despite telling journalism and con-
cerns from experts in food safety and
animal welfare, the cattle industry and
some of their key Congressional allies
fight to continue allowing almost
200,000 unhealthy animals a year into
our food supply. These animals are
called ‘“‘downers’ because they are so
sick they are unable to stand or walk.
They are dragged to slaughter facilities
around the country, and most of these
sick animals end up in our food supply.

What difference does it make?
Downed animals are often afflicted
with many, sometimes fatal, illnesses.
Sending these sick animals to slaugh-
ter facilities where they will mix with
healthy animals is exceedingly dan-
gerous.

Many afflicted animals that should
have been euthanized at the farm were
sent to auction markets and slaughter
facilities where they could contami-
nate healthy animals.

A study of USDA slaughterhouse fa-
cilities in almost 1,000 packing plants
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in the northeast United States found
that 73 percent of downed animals
ended up passing inspection and enter-
ing the food chain. These animals had
afflictions such as gangrene,
lymphoma, hepatitis, and pneumonia.

A study by the Livestock Conserva-
tion Institute revealed that 14 percent
of the downed cows were salmonella
positive. One cow even tested positive
for a variant of salmonella that Kills
almost 1,000 Americans each year. This
animal passed inspection and entered
the food supply.

Another area of concern is mad cow
disease, not just because of the dangers
to humans, but because of the dev-
astating effect that it can have on the
cattle industry itself. Recently, a sin-
gle infected animal in Canada shut
down their entire industry. Perhaps
the reason we have not found mad cow
disease in the United States is because
the American consumer is eating the
evidence.

The Federal Government has started
to react. The USDA recently added reg-
ulations, which Congress would not, to
protect the ground beef that goes into
school lunches from containing meat
from downed animals.

Earlier this year, the USDA began
circulating a proposed rule that spe-
cifically notes the health hazard for
downed animals for consumers. Some
fast-food leaders like Jack in the Box,
and Burger King and Wendy’s have re-
sponded to past tragic incidents by
raising their standards.

But Congress has not just been
“missing in action” to protect the
American consumer from tainted beef;
some have actually been leading the
charge to keep those animals on your
table. Some people put the convenience
and profit of the cattle industry ahead
of public safety.

Last year’s agricultural bill passed
both bodies of Congress with language
to keep the downed animals out, yet in
conference the conferees stripped away
the language. They led a battle in this
year’s agriculture appropriations bill
against an amendment that would have
kept downed animals out of the food
supply.

This is serious business. All inde-
pendent experts know that downed ani-
mals are dangerous. Responsible pro-
ducers understand the problem. Some
State regulators have stepped up to
deal with protecting their facilities.
They are sending the right message,
but they only deal with a small part of
the overall food chain.

Congress and the Federal Govern-
ment must act. The downed animals
end up as hamburger in America’s gro-
cery stores because they are processed
in just a few huge centers where the
animals are ground up, they disappear
into the food chain. The same child
that is now safer in school goes home
to the family dinner table, where the
entire family is at risk.

It is time for Congress to withstand
the pressures of the huge packers and
their apologists and allies in Congress.
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Until the agriculture appropriations
bill has finally passed both Chambers,
it is possible for the conferees to in-
clude provisions protecting the food
supply, provisions, as | said, that have
passed both Chambers last Congress.

Every single Member of Congress
should sign on the critical bipartisan
legislation led by the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), the gentleman
from New York (Mr. HOUGHTON), the
gentleman from New York (Mr. ACKER-
MAN), and the gentlewoman from Ohio
(Ms. KAPTUR) that would prohibit
downed animals from entering the food
supply. This legislation already has the
support of 119 Democrats and Repub-
licans in Congress.

It is supported by people who care
about animal welfare, food safety, to
join with the State health officials and
responsible members of the cattle in-
dustry. All these people know that our
Nation needs to produce meat in a hu-
mane and safe manner. Continuing to
process downed animals for human con-
sumption is not part of the recipe.

——
COMPREHENSIVE SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. DELAY) is recognized.

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, it is an-
other week of major activity in the war
on terror. The President will sign the
first annual Department of Homeland
Security spending bill in American his-
tory. The House will continue our con-
sideration of the President’s spending
request for military and democracy-
building operations in Irag and Afghan-
istan. American and Coalition Forces
will continue their work around the
globe to ensure the security of our peo-
ple and the success of our cause.

None of these actions would be rel-
evant or even possible without the oth-
ers, because without bolstering our
civil defense here at home, our anti-
terror activities around the world
would be useless; without our aggres-
sive actions to root out and destroy
terrorist cells where they live and plan,
all of the Homeland Security spending
in the world would be useless; and, fi-
nally, without an intense commitment
to build viable and tolerant democ-
racies in former terrorist states, nei-
ther our national nor domestic secu-
rity goals could be met.

The results speak for themselves.
Since 9/11, no terrorist attack has
scarred our soil. Two tyrannical re-
gimes have been replaced by fledgling
democracies. And threats, be they ter-
rorist states, networks or individuals,
have been captured or destroyed, no
longer to threaten innocent Americans.

The comprehensive security strategy
of the Bush Doctrine that folds in
homeland, national and international
security priorities is working. Because
of that comprehensive strategy, the
United States has successfully com-
batted terrorism abroad and repelled it
at home for more than 2 years.
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