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which to attack the United States and its
friends and allies, and the refusal of that re-
gime to discontinue its support for inter-
national terrorism and surrender Al Qaeda’s
leaders to the United States made it a threat
to international peace and security;

That Saddam Hussein and his regime’s
longstanding sponsorship of international
terrorism, active pursuit of weapons of mass
destruction, use of such weapons against
Iraq’s own citizens and neighboring coun-
tries, aggression against lIrag’s neighbors,
and brutal repression of lraq’s population
made Saddam Hussein and his regime a
threat to international peace and security;

That the United States pursued sustained
diplomatic, political, and economic efforts to
remove those threats peacefully;

That on October 7, 2001, the Armed Forces
of the United States and its coalition allies
launched military operations in Afghanistan,
designated as Operation Enduring Freedom,
that quickly caused the collapse of the
Taliban regime, the elimination of Afghani-
stan’s terrorist infrastructure, and the cap-
ture of significant and numerous members of
Al Qaeda;

That on March 19, 2003, the Armed Forces
of the United States and its coalition allies
launched military operations, designated as
Operation Iraqi Freedom, that quickly
caused the collapse of Saddam Hussein’s re-
gime, the elimination of lraq’s terrorist in-
frastructure, the end of Iraq’s illicit and ille-
gal programs to acquire weapons of mass de-
struction, and the capture of significant
international terrorists;

That in those two campaigns in the Global
War on Terrorism, as of September 27, 2003,
nearly 165,000 members of the United States
Armed Forces, comprised of active, reserve,
and National Guard members and units, had
mobilized for Operation Enduring Freedom
and Operation Iraqi Freedom.

That success in those two campaigns in the
Global War on Terrorism would not have
been possible without the dedication, cour-
age, and service of the members of the
United States Armed Forces and the mili-
tary and irregular forces of the friends and
allies of the United States;

That the support, love, and commitment
from the families of United States service
personnel participating in those two oper-
ations, as well as that of the communities
and patriotic organizations which provided
support through the United Services Organi-
zation (USO), Operation Dear Abby, and Op-
eration UpLink, helped to sustain those serv-
ice personnel and enabled them to eliminate
significant threats to United States national
security while liberating oppressed peoples
from dictatorial regimes;

That the civilian employees of the Depart-
ment of Defense, through their hard work
and dedication, enabled United States mili-
tary forces to quickly and effectively
achieve the United States military missions
in Afghanistan and Iraq;

That the commitment of companies mak-
ing their employees available for military
service, the creativity and initiative of con-
tractors equipping the Nation’s Armed
Forces with the best and most modern equip-
ment, and the ingenuity of service compa-
nies assisting with the global overseas de-
ployment of the Armed Forces demonstrates
that the entrepreneurial spirit of the United
States is an extraordinarily valuable defense
asset; and

That the Nation should pause to recognize
with appropriate tributes and days of re-
membrance the sacrifice of those members of
the Armed Forces who died or were wounded
in Operation Enduring Freedom and Oper-
ation lIraqi Freedom, as well as all who
served in or supported either of those oper-
ations: Now, therefore, be it (c) It is the
Sense of the Senate that the Senate
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(1) conveys its deepest sympathy and con-
dolences to the families and friends of the
members of United States and coalition
forces who have been injured, wounded, or
killed during Operation Enduring Freedom
and Operation Iraqi Freedom;

(2) commends President George W. Bush,
Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld,
and United States Central Command com-
mander General Tommy Franks, United
States Army, for their planning and execu-
tion of enormously successful military cam-
paigns in Operation Enduring Freedom and
Operation Iragi Freedom;

(3) expresses its highest commendation and
most sincere appreciation to the members of
the United States Armed Forces who partici-
pated in Operation Enduring Freedom and
Operation Iragi Freedom;

(4) commends the Department of Defense
civilian employees and the defense con-
tractor personnel whose skills made possible
the equipping of the greatest Armed Force in
the annals of modern military endeavor;

(5) supports the efforts of communities
across the Nation—

(A) to prepare appropriate homecoming
ceremonies to honor and welcome home the
members of the Armed Forces participating
in Operation Enduring Freedom and Oper-
ation lraqi Freedom and to recognize their
contributions to United States homeland se-
curity and to the Global War on Terrorism;
and

(B) to prepare appropriate ceremonies to
commemorate with tributes and days of re-
membrance the service and sacrifice of those
service members killed or wounded during
those operations;

(6) expresses the deep gratitude of the Na-
tion to the 21 steadfast allies in Operation
Enduring Freedom and to the 49 coalition
members in Operation Iragi Freedom, espe-
cially the United Kingdom, Australia, and
Poland, whose forces, support, and contribu-
tions were invaluable and unforgettable; and

(7) recommits the United States to ensur-
ing the safety of the United States home-
land, to preventing weapons of mass destruc-
tion from reaching the hands of terrorists,
and to helping the people of Iraqg and Afghan-
istan build free and vibrant democratic soci-
eties.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate resumes consideration of the Iraq
supplemental, the Senate then resume
consideration of the McConnell amend-
ment, as modified, with the technical
changes at the desk; provided further,
that there then be 40 minutes equally
divided in the usual form; further, that
following the use or yielding back of
time, the Senate proceed to a vote on
or in relation to the amendment, with
no amendments in order to the amend-
ment prior to the vote.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, reserving
the right to object, | would appreciate
it if the Senator would allow a modi-
fication: That of the 20 minutes we
have on this side, 10 minutes be set
aside for Senator BYRD.

Mr. SPECTER. Agreed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS
————
SUPPORTING AMERICAN JOBS &
THE BUY AMERICAN ACT

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, | rise
today for the second in a series of
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statements that | plan to deliver about
the hemorrhaging of American manu-
facturing jobs and the steps that |
think that we ought to take to stem
the flow of manufacturing jobs abroad
and to strengthen our deteriorating
manufacturing base.

Recently, | talked about how tax pol-
icy can help to strengthen American
manufacturing. Today, | want to dis-
cuss the role of Federal procurement
policy in supporting American busi-
nesses and American jobs.

The Buy American Act of 1933 is the
primary statute that governs procure-
ment by the Federal Government. The
name of the act accurately and suc-
cinctly describes its purpose: to ensure
that the Federal Government supports

domestic companies and domestic
workers by buying American-made
goods.

It only makes sense for the Federal
Government to make every effort to
purchase goods that are made in Amer-
ica. A law requiring this commonsense
approach should not be necessary. Un-
fortunately, this law is necessary and,
even more unfortunately, the law con-
tains a number of loopholes that make
it too easy for government agencies to
buy foreign-made goods.

I have often heard my colleagues say
on this floor that American-made
goods are the best in the world. | could
not agree more. For generations, Wis-
consin has had an economy dominated
by manufacturing, and Wisconsinites
have proudly made goods under name
brands that are known around the
country and even around the world
brands such as Oshkosh B’Gosh, Har-
ley-Davidson, Snap-On Tools,
Masterlock, and S.C. Johnson. Many
Wisconsin factories have churned out
products for the Federal Government,
including for the Department of De-
fense.

Regrettably, thousands of good-pay-
ing manufacturing jobs have left my
State—77,000 jobs of this kind in the
last 2% years. Those companies that
remain in my State often struggle to
compete with cheaper foreign goods
that flood into U.S. markets—even
when they may be competing for con-
tracts to supply our own Federal Gov-
ernment.

This Congress should do more to en-
sure that the Federal Government
makes every effort to buy American-
made goods by strengthening the provi-
sions of the Buy American Act.

Some argue that the Buy American
Act has outlived its usefulness in to-
day’s global economy. | could not dis-
agree more. | strongly disagree. The
act is as relevant today as it was when
it was enacted in 1933. The passage of
70 years has not diminished the impor-
tance of this act for American manu-
facturing companies or for those who
are employed in this crucial sector of
our economy.

In fact, a strong argument can be
made that this act is even more nec-
essary today than it was 70 years ago.
With American jobs heading overseas
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