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House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIMMONS).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

Washington, DC, October 17, 2003.

I hereby appoint the Honorable RoB Sim-
MONS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——
PRAYER

The Most Reverend Thomas Wenski,
Coadjutor Bishop of Orlando, Florida,
offered the following prayer:

O God, all powerful Creator and lov-
ing father of all mankind, Maker of na-
ture and nature’s law:

You are the source of the inalienable
rights which our union was formed to
protect and to promote.

We ask You to look lovingly upon
this Congress as its Members convene
this morning to seek to provide for the
common good of our people.

You know what is in the human
heart and You justly judge the rec-
titude of our intentions.

May these representatives in their
deliberations today be guided by Your
wisdom.

And, may they rely on the protection
of Your Divine Providence which You
in Your goodness have extended over
our Nation from its beginnings.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill of the
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 618. An act to provide for the use and
distribution of the funds awarded to the
Western Shoshone identifiable group under
Indian Claims Commission Docket Numbers
326-A-1, 326-A-3, 326-K, and for other pur-
poses.

———

WELCOMING THE MOST REVEREND
THOMAS WENSKI

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, it is my
pleasure and high honor to have Bishop
Wenski visiting with us today. The
Bishop was born in West Palm Beach,
Florida, and grew up in Lake Worth,
my hometown, where he attended
Catholic school at his home parish, Sa-
cred Heart.

Bishop Wenski has provided for the
pastoral and spiritual needs of the Hai-
tian communities of south Florida.
Through the 1980s, he conducted a cir-
cuit-riding ministry that led him to
help establish Haitian-Catholic com-
munities from Homestead in the south
to Fort Pierce to the north, Immokalee
to the west and Fort Lauderdale to the
east.

In late 1996, he spearheaded a relief
operation that delivered over 150,000
pounds of food to Caritas Cuba, the so-
cial service arm of the Catholic Church
in Cuba, for distribution to people left
homeless by Hurricane Lilly. This was
the first time that Cubans in Miami
participated in a humanitarian relief
effort directed to their native land of
Cuba.

In 2001, Governor Jeb Bush appointed
him to the Florida Council on Home-
lessness.

Bishop Wenski speaks Haitian, Creole
and Spanish fluently and preaches and
celebrates mass regularly in both lan-
guages. He also has knowledge of Pol-
ish, the language of his immigrant fa-
ther and Polish-American mother, as is
my family of Polish-American descent.

Pope John Paul Il appointed Bishop
Wenski as coadjutor bishop of the Dio-
ceses of Orlando on July 1, and | know
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. KEL-
LER) and the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. Mica) and the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. FEENEY), among others,
join me in welcoming their new bishop
of Orlando. He is the only native Flo-
ridian serving as bishop in our great
State of Florida, and Bishop Wenski’s
motto is: All things to all men, Corin-
thians 9:22.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five 1-minute
speeches per side.

———

AMERICA CONTINUES TO FIGHT
WAR ON TERROR

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday was a significant
day in the War on Terror with coun-
tries all over the world joining in to
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