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should be.”” Family friend, William
Owen described him as ‘““a model sol-
dier—a soldier others could count on,
turn to, and laugh with.”’

This model soldier lost his life on
June 5, 2003, when a rifle-propelled gre-
nade hit his Humvee near the Sunni
city of Fallujah, about 30 miles west of
Baghdad. Branden and the rest of his
Division were working to ensure the
safety of U.S. peacekeeping forces on
the ground in Irag.

He was 20 years old.

As William Owen said at Branden’s
memorial service, ‘“‘He has a Bronze
Star, a Purple Heart, and the apprecia-
tion of all of us because he showed that
Americans are not selfish, but self-
less.”

Branden Oberleitner was indeed self-
less.

He defines honor.

He defines bravery.

He defines love of country.

As his father, Freeman Carmack
said:

It was my honor to have watched him grow
into the man he became: A loving brother,
son, and proud member of the 101st Airborne
Assault.

Branden Oberleitner grabbed a lot
out of life in an all too short amount of
time.

He lived life well. He it lived deeply.
He lived it fully.

My thoughts and prayers remain
with Branden’s family—his mother,
with whom he was especially close, Iris
Oberleitner; his father Freeman; broth-
ers Lawrence and Andrew; sister Grace;

grandparents Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Carmack; and grandmother Dora
Fassler.

| thank the Chair. | yield the floor. |
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.
Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, 1|

ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CHAFEE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, are
we now moving, under a previous order,
to the Foreign Operations bill?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes.

——————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

————

FOREIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT
FINANCING, AND RELATED PRO-
GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2004

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
proceed to the consideration of H.R.
2800, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2800) making appropriations
for foreign operations, export financing, and
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related programs for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2004, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1965

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have a substitute amendment at the
desk, and | ask for its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. McCoON-
NELL], for himself and Mr. LEAHY, proposes
an amendment numbered 1965.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the
amendment be agreed to and consid-
ered as original text for the purposes of
further amendment; further, that no
points of order be waived by this agree-
ment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 1965) was agreed
to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ““Text of Amendments.’’)

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, my
friend from Vermont and | come to
floor today hoping we can dispose of
the Foreign Operations bill in short
order. That short order will not be
today, but we believe we will have a
limited number of amendments and,
hopefully, an opportunity to wrap this
bill up within a day or so—Monday or
Tuesday.

Our respective staffs have been burn-
ing the midnight oil reviewing the
amendments that we are aware of, and
| strongly encourage all Senators to
offer their amendments on Monday so
we can wrap this bill up as quickly as
possible.

Let me just say a very few words
about the measure before us.

While the Senate’s allocation is $796
million below the President’s request,
it is also $970 million above the House
of Representatives. Unfortunately, our
conference allocation will be closer to
the House level, which will make con-
ferencing the bill that much more of a
challenge.

This measure provides nearly $1.4 bil-
lion for the President’s new HIV/AIDS,
tuberculosis, and malaria initiative for
those programs under the subcommit-
tee’s jurisdiction, which is $10 million
above that request.

Up to $250 million is available for a
contribution to the global fund, and
$150 million is provided for the Presi-
dent’s International Mother and Child
HIV Prevention Initiative. This
amount includes $700 million for the
Global AIDS Initiative.

It provides $1 billion for the Millen-
nium Challenge assistance, which is
$300 million below the request, and $100
million for the famine fund.

The bill fully funds the request for
numerous accounts, including inter-
national disaster assistance; transition
initiatives; international narcotics
control and law enforcement; migra-
tion and refugee assistance; non-
proliferation, anti-terrorism, demining
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and related programs; international
military education and training; and
international organizations and pro-
grams.

The bill provides increased funding
for the Child Survival and Health Pro-
grams Fund, development assistance,
assistance for Eastern Europe and the
Baltic States, and assistance for the
independent states of the former Soviet
Union.

Given the $796 million cut we had to
make, this bill is below the request in
the Economic Support Fund, Andean
Counterdrug Initiative, Peace Corps,
debt restructuring, foreign military fi-
nancing, peacekeeping operations, and
international financial institution ac-
counts—all of those below the request.
Most of those accounts are still funded,
however, at or above their respective
fiscal year 2003 levels.

Despite the cuts in the ESF and FMF
accounts, full funding for Israel, Egypt,
and Jordan is provided.

Let me say a word or two about the
ACI and the Peace Corps. While ACI is
funded at $660 million, we provide au-
thority to transfer $37 million from the
international narcotics account, re-
sulting in a funding level that is equal
to last year’s. For the Peace Corps, we
provide $310 million and authority to
transfer $20 million from the Global
AIDS Initiative to the Peace Corps for
their HIV/AIDS activities abroad. This
results in a funding level that is $29
million below the request.

Let me close by thanking my good
friend from Vermont for his input to
this bill. I know he does not agree with
everything in it. Frankly, | don’t ei-
ther. But we have worked hard to craft
a bill born of compromise. | thank him
for the cooperation and courtesy he
continues to extend as the ranking
member of this subcommittee.

With that, Mr. President, once again
let me say we hope to pass this bill
very shortly after Monday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, | thank
my good friend, the senior Senator
from Kentucky, for his comments. |
agree with him; | hope if people have
amendments they will let us know
right away. We will, of course, have the
usual managers’ package.

Like most appropriations bills, this
is a work of compromise. My friend
from Kentucky and | have worked to-
gether for many years. Sometimes he
is the chairman, and sometimes | am.
We find common ground and we write
bipartisan bills, which is the tradition
of the Appropriations Committee.

I thank Chairman MCCONNELL and
his staff for working so cooperatively
with me and my staff on this bill, and
I urge all Members to support it.

I also thank Chairman STEVENS and
Senator BYRD for the allocation that
was given to us. While it falls short of
the President’s budget request, | know
they did well by us under the cir-
cumstances.

Since the Senator from Kentucky has
done a good job in summarizing the
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