October 31, 2003

to work each day, looking forward to friendly
conversations with his friends, neighbors and
customers.

Mr. Speaker, the dedication and selfless-
ness demonstrated throughout Bill's life cer-
tainly deserves the recognition of this body of
Congress and this nation. There is no ques-
tion that Bill will be remembered as a great
businessman. However, he will best be re-
membered as a selfless person, a great friend
and dedicated family man. It is my privilege to
pay tribute to a man who dedicated his life to
his country, family and community. Bill's life
was the embodiment of all that makes this
country great and | consider it an honor to
have been Bill's friend.

————
WELCOMING PRESIDENT CHEN
SHUI-BIAN OF TAIWAN TO

UNITED STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 29, 2003

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H. Con. Res. 302.
| also want to urge my colleagues to join me
in supporting this resolution that expresses the
sense of Congress welcoming President Chen
Shui-bian of Taiwan to the United States on
October 31, 2003.

Taiwan is a beacon of liberty and democ-
racy in a region of the world where human
rights and personal freedoms are routinely de-
nied, and | believe that this Chamber should
recognize Taiwan’'s achievements and con-
gratulate President Chen on his outstanding
leadership.

| ask my colleagues to consider the fol-
lowing facts: Taiwan has become one of the
world’s freest nations, and is now one of the
most successful models of rapid reform in the
region. Fifty years ago, Taiwan was a closed
authoritarian society with no freedom of
speech, no freedom of assembly, and no right
to vote. Today, Taiwan is a full-fledged de-
mocracy. It has robust political parties, and vir-
tually every office in Taiwan is contested
through free and fair elections.

Taiwan supports the same democratic, eco-
nomic and security values, which we as a Na-
tion cherish. Taiwan shares our belief in free-
market economics, which has resulted in Tai-
wan providing its people with one of the high-
est standards of living in Asia. Furthermore,
U.S. strategic interests in the region are close-
ly intertwined with Taiwan’s security in the re-
gion. In addition, Taiwan and the U.S. share
the same respect for human rights. In fact, |
would like to take this opportunity to congratu-
late President Chen Shui-bian for receiving the
Human Rights Award from the International
League for Human Rights.

H. Con. Res. 302 provides us with a golden
opportunity to affirm our friendship and sup-
port for the free people of Taiwan. Because
Taiwan is such a steadfast ally of the U.S., |
am a proud cosponsor of H. Con. Res. 302.
| also wish to thank my colleague from Florida,
Mr. WEXLER, for introducing this resolution and
the House Leadership for scheduling a vote
on it. | believe that Congress should extend a
warm and public welcome to President Chen
of Taiwan upon his arrival in the United States
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on October 31, 2003. President Chen's visit
will serve to broaden and deepen the strong
alliance between the United States and Tai-
wan. Also, his visit is of tremendous impor-
tance to all Americans who join me in recog-
nizing the value of a longstanding friendship
between the U.S. and Taiwan.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, | ask that my col-
leagues join me in support of this resolution,
and | offer a hearty welcome to President
Chen and wish him great success upon his
visit to the U.S.

———

SALUTING JESSIE ROBERSON
HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 30, 2003

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
salute and congratulate Jessie Roberson, De-
partment of Energy’'s (DOE) Assistant Sec-
retary for Environmental Management, and
Gerald Boyd, DOE’s Oak Ridge Operations
Manager, his team and their many partners,
for recently winning the prestigious Phoenix
Award from the Environmental Protection
Agency—for their outstanding local reindus-
trialization program and for excellence in
brownfield redevelopment.

This Phoenix Award, which is comparable to
winning a Hollywood Oscar in the brownfield
development world, was recently presented at
the International Brownfields 2003 Conference
in Portland, Oregon.

The Department of Energy’s office in Oak
Ridge, along with the Community Reuse Orga-
nization of East Tennessee and the Bechtel
Jacobs reindustrialization team, has worked
on remediating and redeveloping the former
K—25 Gaseous Diffusion Plant in Oak Ridge,
now called the East Tennessee Technology
Park, into a thriving new economic develop-
ment model celebrated by brownfield redevel-
opers around the world.

Sixty years ago, the K-25 facility was con-
structed to help America win a war. From
1943 through most of the Cold War, this facil-
ity served as an example to the world of our
Nation’s technological capabilities. This tech-
nology played an essential role in our Nation’s
security. | believe it is a great testament to the
men and women who made this work possible
that today, the East Tennessee Technology
Park is once again an example of American
ingenuity. From preserving our Nation's free-
doms to helping restore our Nation's environ-
ment, those working at the East Tennessee
Technology Park are recognized as leaders.

They have taken dirty, abandoned govern-
ment facilities and cleaned them up and
turned them into available commercial prop-
erties to help create new jobs in our region.
To date, more than 1,200 jobs have been cre-
ated, with over $40 million in new annual pay-
roll.

As chairman of the Water Resources and
Environment Subcommittee of the House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, |
am proud that EPA’s region 4 office has rec-
ognized this outstanding example right in the
heart of the Tennessee Valley Science and
Technology Corridor of how we can work to
transform abandoned industrial properties into
productive new economic  development
projects that help create new jobs and new
opportunities for more Americans.
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| ask the entire House to join me in thanking
and congratulating DOE and their partners for
their innovation and this outstanding achieve-
ment.

———

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
CALLING FOR THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT TO BUY REC-
REATIONAL LAND FROM THE
CITY OF CRAIG, ALASKA

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 30, 2003

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, the
legislation | am introducing today calls for the
federal government to buy 349 acres of rec-
reational land from the City of Craig, Alaska.
The land includes a trail leading to Mount
Sunnahae, its trailhead, a parking area, and
mountaintop property. The legislation requires
an appraisal before purchase. The bill also al-
lows for a $250,000 appropriation to the U.S.
Forest Service for trail maintenance and prop-
erty rehabilitation.

I am introducing the bill at the request of
Prince of Wales Island residents. The City of
Craig is the economic center of Prince of
Wales Island—which is the third largest island
in the country. The town contains the major
retail shopping and service outlets on the is-
land. Craig also has the most active and larg-
est commercial fishing harbor and fleet on the
island. But the local economy, like many other
parts of South East Alaska, has suffered from
a downturn in the timber industry. In the early
1980's, the city and Prince of Wales Island
were the center of a solid timber economy that
provided thousands of direct and indirect jobs
to the Island. Much of that is now gone as a
result of terrible Federal forest management
policies. According to the Alaska Department
of Labor, unemployment rates in Craig regu-
larly exceed 20 percent. This is more than
twice the national average. This bill will help
community expansion and development as
well as facilitate Forest Service land manage-
ment.

One of the Forest Service’s main adminis-
trative facilities, the Craig Ranger District Sta-
tion, is located in Craig. The Craig Ranger has
management authority over approximately one
million acres on Prince of Wales Island. Right
now, there is not any Forest Service land near
the Ranger Station. In an unusual situation for
Alaska, the Ranger Station is an in-holding
among private, state, and City owned land. So
when visitors come to the Craig Ranger Sta-
tion to orient themselves to the Forest, there
is no onsite recreation. However, the city of
Craig owns almost 350 acres of prime rec-
reational land including a dedicated trail in the
immediate vicinity from the Ranger Station.
The Forest Service should own this land so
that it can integrate the parcel into its land
management plans.

The property to be acquired by the city of
Craig is a cannery site dating from the early
1900’s which has not been used since the
early 1980’s. It is prime land for the city to re-
develop in order to provide economic stimulus
in Craig. The parcel could be used by Craig to
develop a good port and harbor and to provide
first class land for retail merchants and other
community services.
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