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While pursuing his MBA, Mr. Ahuja
began to dream about creating a global
parts distribution network solely dedi-
cated to providing transmission re-
builders the highest quality products
and services. He pursued his dream by
undertaking considerable research and
hard work developing his idea, and he
established Transtar Industries, Inc. in
1975.

Over the past 28 years, Transtar In-
dustries has grown from a two-person,
one-location operation to a company
with over 25 locations nationwide and
over 500 dedicated employees that serv-

ices the automotive transmission
aftermarket in over 60 countries.

Transtar Industries, Inc. is
headquartered in Cleveland, OH and

distributes the world’s largest and
most comprehensive line of automotive
transmission replacement parts and
Kits. The company’s products are the
result of proactive product research
and development. Transtar also has
outstanding business systems. Its sales
forecasting system is state-of-the art
and its level of customer service con-
sistently exceeds 95 percent. All of
Transtar’s distribution centers are
electronically linked, which makes it
possible for Transtar to ship virtually
every order the same day.

Mr. Ahuja has provided outstanding
leadership at Transtar Industries and
he has received numerous awards for
his achievements, including the Arthur
Anderson 2000 Leadership Award, the
Inside Business NEO Success Award
and the Association of Corporate
Growth Deal Makers Award.

As Governor of Ohio, | was proud to
recognize Mr. Ahuja on two occasions
as recipient of the “E” Award for Ex-
cellence in Export.

In 2002, Mr. Ahuja was chosen the
World Trade Center Cleveland Inter-
national Executive of the Year.

Monte Ahuja is also extremely in-
volved in the community and he dem-
onstrates generously his philosophy of
contributing to the community that
has given him so much.

He has a passion for education which
is demonstrated by his years of com-
mitment to his alma mater where he
began to envision and create his com-
pany. At Cleveland State University,
he has served as director of the Cleve-
land State University Foundation and
he has established the Ahuja Endowed
Scholarship Fund in business adminis-
tration and engineering.

He also established the Distinguished
Scholar in Comparative Indian and
Western Philosophy—which is so im-
portant today as we strive to appre-
ciate the richness of this country’s cul-
tural diversity.

I was so impressed with Monte’s de-
votion to education that when | was
governor of Ohio | appointed him to
Cleveland State’s Board of Trustees in
1991. From 1992 to 1998, he served with
distinction as chairman of the Board of
Trustees.

He also served as chairman of the
Cleveland State University Task Force,
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part of a statewide project | initiated
as governor of Ohio, the “Ohio Task
Force for Managing Future Higher
Education in the State of Ohio” to
challenge the universities to conduct
private sector management audits to
work harder and smarter and do more
with less. Under Monte Ahuja’s leader-
ship, Cleveland State University’s
audit was one of the best in the State
and saved the University $8.5 million a
year.

Monte Ahuja’s commitment to edu-
cation is relentless and he has dedi-
cated himself to the advancement of
quality education at Cleveland State
and in Ohio.

He is the embodiment of the achieve-
ments that a quality education can
help facilitate. In 1990, Mr. Ahuja was
named one of Cleveland State Univer-
sity’s 25 most distinguished alumni. In
1999, he received Harvard University
Business School’s Dively Award and
that same year his alma mater recog-
nized him again by naming the Busi-
ness School building at Cleveland
State University Monte Ahuja Hall.

Mr. Ahuja has served on the boards of
many civic, business and philanthropic
organizations, including the Greater
Cleveland Roundtable, The National
Conference, World Trade Center Advi-
sory Council, and Ohio Export Pro-
motion and Trade Council.

Currently, Mr. Ahuja serves on the
boards of the Cleveland Cuyahoga
County Port Authority, University
Hospitals of Cleveland, Greater Cleve-
land Growth Association, United Way,
WVI1Z/PBS, Enterprise Development,
Inc., and the Cleveland Council on
World Affairs.

In addition to his significant con-
tributions to the community, Monte
has a wonderful sense of family. He is
a loving husband to Usha, his wife of 30
years, a tremendous father to his two
daughters and a caring son.

Monte Ahuja is a remarkable Amer-
ican and someone | am privileged to
call friend. He has the highest integ-
rity in both his personal and profes-
sional life and he has made many out-
standing contributions to the Asian In-
dian community, to his local commu-
nity in Cleveland, OH and to American
society.

I am proud to recognize my friend
Monte Ahuja and congratulate him on
this wonderful honor.e

———
MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

————
EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As In executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
and a treaty which were referred to the
appropriate committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:.01 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 506. An act to provide for the protec-
tion of archaeological sites in the Galisteo
Basin in New Mexico, and for other purposes.

H.R. 982. An act to clarify the tax treat-
ment of bonds and other obligations issued
by the Government of American Samoa.

H.R. 2438. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 115 West Pine Street in Hattiesburg, Mis-
sissippi, as the “Major Henry A. Commiskey,
Sr. Post Office Building”.

H.R. 2766. An act to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to exchange certain lands in the
Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests in
the State of Colorado.

H.R. 3029. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 255 North Main Street in Jonesboro, Geor-
gia, as the “S. Truett Cathy Post Office
Building”.

H.R. 3118. An act to designate the Orville
Wright Federal Building and the Wilbur
Wright Federal Building in Washington, Dis-
trict of Columbia.

H.R. 3166. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 57 Old Tappan Road in Tappan, New York,
as the ““John G. Dow Post Office Building”.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 94. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that com-
munity inclusion and enhanced lives for in-
dividuals with mental retardation or other
developmental disabilities is at serious risk
because of the crisis in recruiting and retain-
ing direct support professionals, which im-
pedes the availability of a stable, quality di-
rect support workforce.

H. Con. Res. 176. Concurrent resolution
supporting the goals and ideals of Financial
Planning Week, recognizing the significant
impact of sound financial planning on
achieving life’s goals, and honoring Amer-
ican families and the financial planning pro-
fession for their adherence and dedication to
the financial planning process.

H. Con. Res. 237. Concurrent resolution
honoring the late Rick Lupe, lead forestry
technician for the Bureau of Indian Affairs
Fort Apache Agency, for his dedication and
service to the United States and for his es-
sential service in fighting wildfires and pro-
tecting the environment and communities of
Arizona.

H. Con. Res. 262. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress in support
of the National Anthem ‘SingAmerica”
project.

H. Con. Res. 280. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the National Stone, Sand & Gravel
Association for reaching its 100th Anniver-
sary, and for the many vital contributions of
its members to the Nation’s economy and to
improving the quality of life through the
constantly expanding roles stone, sand, and
gravel serve in Nation’s everyday life.

The message further announced that
the House has disagreed to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
2800) making appropriations for foreign
operations, export financing, and
relaed programs for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2004, and for other
purposes, and asks for a conference
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