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Coy Wire is an outstanding example to the
Hamburg community. His Coy Wire Founda-
tion has been established to promote edu-
cation and character building with initiatives
that encourage spiritual awareness. Coy has
shown by example the positive and uplifting
impact of an individuals emphasis on char-
acter.

Tonight's Town Meeting theme, Crusade 4
Character, underscores the assembled com-
munity’s belief that the concept of good char-
acter has gained widespread support through-
out the town.

There literally are signs of character every-
where in the Town of Hamburg. My good
friend and restaurateur Mike DiPaolo has initi-
ated character recognition awards for his em-
ployees at lllo DiPaolo’s restaurant; Our local
community newspaper The Sun has shared
these employees’ stories and other examples
of character with the community. Places of
worship throughout Hamburg have promoted
character traits on bulletin boards, bulletins
and newsletters. Character displays have
been placed throughout school buildings and
there have been dedicated efforts by students
and teachers to recognize good character
traits. There has been local government sup-
port by resolution in the Town of Hamburg and
the Villages of Blasdell and Hamburg. The
Hamburg Town Board has initiated character
recognition at public meetings and last but not
least the Civic Community has generated vol-
unteers to assist in the coordination of char-
acter initiatives throughout the community.

These are but a few of the many community
wide efforts to encourage residents of Ham-
burg to embrace good character.

Mr. Speaker, today | would like to join with
the founders and supporters of Character First
as they examine their past and look toward
the future. | would encourage my colleagues
to raise the awareness of good character in
their community. Our nation will only grow
stronger when individual citizens embrace
character within their own lives.

RECOGNIZING STEPHEN OLDER
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 6, 2003

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Stephen Older, a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 395, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Stephen has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
six years Stephen has been involved with
scouting, he has earned 28 merit badges and
has held numerous leadership positions, serv-
ing as Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, Assist-
ant Patrol Leader, Patrol Leader, Senior Patrol
Leader, and Troop Guide. Stephen is also a
Tom-Tom Beater in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say.

For his Eagle Scout project, Stephen de-
signed, implemented, and installed a stone re-
taining wall at the Pine Ridge Presbyterian
Church. He oversaw almost forty scouts and
adults during the month long project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Stephen Older for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

—

VETERANS DAY 2003

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 6, 2003

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker,
throughout our history, the freedom we enjoy
has faced serious threats time and time again.
But because our courageous military per-
sonnel were willing to go into battle and risk
all they had, our independence and our lib-
erties have remained strongly intact for over
200 years.

It is crucial that we take time to pay tribute
to those responsible for our freedoms and |
am proud to stand on the House floor today—
as Veterans Day draws close—to recognize
America’s 25 million living veterans and their
fallen brothers and sisters.

In Congress, | am honored to serve over
61,000 military veterans from California’s 53rd
Congressional District. It is truly a privilege to
represent so many of America’s greatest he-
roes and to spend so much time working on
their behalf.

As | meet with my veterans, | am always
amazed with their stories and to learn about
their heroics on the battlefield.

Just last month, | heard from a constituent,
who as a young man, enlisted in the Army in
1941 and was immediately sent to the South
Pacific to fight the Japanese in World War II.

His name is Chief Warrant Officer Michael
Campbell, and now 86 years old, he lives in
San Diego with his wife, Priscilla. Mr. Camp-
bell’s experiences illustrate what millions of
our veterans had to endure when they were
sent to war.

The Army deployed him to a region where
the fighting was extremely intense and the
Japanese inflicted severe casualties on our
soldiers and took many as prisoners.

Warrant Officer Campbell fought coura-
geously as both a rifleman and a machine
gunner in the Philippines, but in 1942, his unit
was captured and he too was taken as a Pris-
oner of War.

This brave young soldier spent the next
three years in the harshest conditions you can
imagine. He was transferred to several dif-
ferent internment camps and was forced to
perform slave labor in a steel mill building sup-
plies for the Japanese Army along side hun-
dreds of other allied soldiers.

By the time the war had come to an end
and he was liberated, Warrant Officer Camp-
bell felt lucky to have his life. Hundreds of his
brothers who were taken prisoner starved to
death or died from other causes.

It took several weeks of medical care in a
San Francisco military hospital before Mr.
Campbell could recover from what he had ex-
perienced.

However—despite what he had endured—
this courageous young man quickly reenlisted
in the Army and dedicated another 30 years to
his Nation. He said he did this because he
loved the military and loved serving his coun-

try.
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It is this kind of amazing resolve that has
defeated our enemies and has kept the United
States strong. | am pleased for the opportunity
to thank Warrant Officer Campbell and his fel-
low veterans for dedicating their lives to pro-
tect our freedoms and our liberties.

Now that we are about to observe another
Veterans Day, | ask my colleagues to seri-
ously consider what we owe to them. Are we
repaying the debt?

Mr./Madam Speaker, | strongly believe we
could improve our treatment of our greatest
heroes.

Just recently, we have had the opportunity
to increase funding for Veterans’ Affairs health
care. Unfortunately, though veterans nation-
wide expressed their strong support, we failed
to provide VA health care with the increase it
needs. We all know in this body that the
health care system veterans rely upon will go
under funded in 2004 because we did not act
properly.

We currently have another opportunity be-
fore us, Mr./Madam Speaker, to end what has
come to be known as the Disabled Veterans
Tax. | remain hopeful that during the 108th
Congress, we can pass strong concurrent re-
ceipt legislation and provide the veterans who
have made the most unimaginable sacrifices
with both the disability and retirement pay-
ments they earned and deserve.

| am afraid that any proposal that provides
concurrent payments to only a small portion of
veterans is not good enough. | ask my col-
leagues to speak directly to their veterans
about this issue and let them decide what kind
of legislation will be fair for their brothers and
sisters.

Finally, Mr./Madam Speaker, | would just
like to take a moment to reiterate my dedica-
tion to our Nation’s retired military personnel.
We can never take for granted the sacrifices
our brave men and women in uniform have
made on our behalf.

————

HONORING DALE K. OUZTS FOR
HIS CAREER ACHIEVEMENTS

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 6, 2003

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to
recognize Dale K. Ouzts for a legacy of distin-
guished service to The Ohio State University
and the people of Ohio. Dale is retiring after
24 years at Ohio State, including 23 as Gen-
eral Manager of the WOSU Stations and Di-
rector of The Ohio State University Tele-
communication Center. His hard work, enthu-
siasm, and leadership have contributed im-
mensely to the quality of life in Central Ohio.

Dale’s accomplishments place him high atop
the list of Who’s Who in public broadcasting.
Notable undertakings during his long career
include the Chairmanship of the Board of Di-
rectors of National Public Radio, a position as
the Executive Vice President and General
Manager of KPTS-TV in Wichita, Kansas, a
lecturer at the Beijing Broadcasting Institute in
Beijing, China, and a consultant for the U.S.
Information Agency to help Romanian broad-
casters transition to Capitalism.

Perhaps more impressive than Dale’s
lengthy résumé of achievements is the impact
his hard work and service have had in our
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community. As the general manager of the
WOSU stations, Dale was responsible for the
addition of more than four new stations and
the expansion of the listening area. He is also
the founding member and first Board Presi-
dent of the Ohio Public Broadcasting Alliance
and Public Radio in Mid-America. Dale is a
board member and past president of the Ohio
Educational Television Stations and Ohio Pub-
lic Radio. He has helped to educate tomor-
row’s leaders as a professor of Communica-
tions and Journalism at The Ohio State Uni-
versity. Finally, Dale is a co-founder and past
Chairman of Kids Voting Ohio, a past presi-
dent of the Dublin/Worthington Rotary Club,
and a member of the Columbus Zoo Board.

Dale’s work has been honored at the high-
est levels of the industry. His commendations
include National Public Radio’s highest award
for distinguished service, the Edward Elson
Award. His contributions to broadcasting have
also been recognized by Public Radio in Mid-
America, the National Black Programming
Consortium, the International Dictionary of Dis-
tinguished Leadership, and the Ohio Edu-
cational Broadcasting Association.

Mr. Speaker, Dale Ouzts has set a standard
for professional achievement and community
involvement that few can match. I'm proud to
join his family, friends and others in our com-
munity in thanking him for his many years of
exemplary service.

TRIBUTE TO GLEN STONEBRINK
HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 6, 2003

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Mr. Glen Stonebrink, on
the occasion of his retirement. During his long
and distinguished career, Glen has committed
his energy and efforts to making both his com-
munity and the State of Oregon better places
to live. Glen’s accomplishments range from
educating our young people to advocating on
behalf of rural Americans, two pursuits that he
has approached with selfless dedication. His
commitment, spirit and devotion to his fellow
citizens have been his most defining trait over
the years, and | am proud to call Glen and his
wonderful wife, Loydee, my friends.

As a high school teacher at Yamhill Carlton
High School and then as a college professor
at Linfield College, Glen devoted his energy
and talent to training a new generation of Or-
egonians in math, physics, and computer
science. It is perhaps Glen’s dedication and
devotion to the young people he instructed
that will serve as his most enduring legacy.

As many of my colleagues know, the West
is known for its stunning natural beauty, fertile
soil and lush timberlands. We owe a debt of
gratitude to those individuals who devote
themselves to protecting our national treas-
ures while preserving the farming and ranch-
ing way of life for future generations. Growing
up on his family’s wheat and cattle ranch in
the high country of Wallowa County, Glen
learned firsthand the importance of balancing
these interests while working to protect the
values of rural Oregonians.

Glen’s real world understanding and edu-
cation in natural resource issues led to his ap-
pointment under both the Reagan and Bush
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Administrations as the State Executive Direc-
tor for the Agriculture Stabilization and Con-
servation Service, now known as the Farm
Service Agency. In this prestigious position he
had the opportunity to help preserve and pro-
mote American agriculture while working with
farmers to implement programs to conserve
land and water resources.

After his term as State Executive Director of
the Oregon Farm Services Agency, Glen
brought his knowledge of the West to Wash-
ington, D.C., where he worked as the Legisla-
tive Director for Congresswoman Helen
Chenoweth of Idaho. During his tenure work-
ing on Capitol Hill, my staff worked closely
with him on a number of issues impacting the
cattle and ranching industry.

For the last six years, Glen has served as
the Executive Director of the Oregon Cattle-
men’s Association, working to protect the
ranching way of life. Glen has been a tireless
advocate for rural issues ranging from private
property rights to water rights. He is also
called upon frequently to advise groups on
natural resource issues and provide assist-
ance in working with the federal government.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in congratulating Glen Stonebrink on the
many achievements that mark his long and
impressive career. | am grateful for all that he
has done on behalf of the people of Oregon
and the people of the rural West. | wish Glen,
Loydee and their entire family all the best in
their future endeavors.

———

HONORING MR. ED SEDER ON HIS
90TH BIRTHDAY

HON. ROB SIMMONS

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 6, 2003

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, every commu-
nity has certain individuals who define it.
These are people who, by virtue of their char-
acter and commitment, make the community a
better place in which to live and work.

In my district, Connecticut's Second District,
in the city of Norwich, Ed Seder is such an in-
dividual. Ed recently celebrated his 90th birth-
day. | have been friends with Ed for many
years. For decades he has been a pillar in the
Norwich business community and he rep-
resents the city’s rich industrial past.

Ed projects a vibrant energy and continues
to be involved with the community, proving
that although we can’t help growing older we
don’t have to get old. As an old saying informs
us, “You know you’re getting old when the
candles cost more than the cake.” Ed is not
quite there yet.

The Seder family owns the second oldest
family business still in existence in Norwich—
Shetucket Paper and Supply. The business
was established in 1918 and Ed still works
there. Ed has been active in the community
for many years—he served on the city school
board and in the 1960s he was a member of
the Norwich City Council.

Throughout his adult life he has had the
support and love of his wonderful wife Lillian
and their three children.

How do folks keep a business thriving for so
many years? The answer is simple—they work
at it. That’s the old-fashioned concept of hard
work that made America what it is today—a
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free and flourishing nation that draws people
with dreams and aspirations from all over the
world.

Ed Seder and his family have achieved be-
cause they worked at it. He’s the kind of per-
son who found solutions to problems because
he looked for them and then he worked at
them. When Ed Seder tells you something,
you can take it to the bank.

If you think about what you ought to do for
other people, your character will take care of
itself. Ed Seder is a man of character. He has
spent his lifetime working for and in his com-
munity. As a result, Norwich, Connecticut is a
better place to live, work and raise a family
thanks to Ed Seder. Happy birthday, Ed.

———

PUBLIC SAFETY INTEROPER-
ABILITY: CAN YOU HEAR ME
NOW

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 6, 2003

Ms. SANCHEZ of California. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to commend Chairman SHAYS and
Ranking Member KUCINICH for calling this im-
portant hearing on Public Safety Interoper-
ability. Earlier this year, | met with Fire Sta-
tions and Police Departments in my district.
Each one of them highlighted the need for a
communications system that would allow law
enforcement, fire fighters, and other first re-
sponders to talk to one another.

To this end, the Los Angeles County Fire
Department with minimal resources and funds
initiated an interoperability communications
pilot program, known as the Los Angeles Re-
gional Tactical Communication System
(LARTCS). This system enables various agen-
cies to directly speak to another on one chan-
nel for both short-term and long-term inci-
dents.

The pilot program only serves a portion of
the County, while the Los Angeles County Fire
Department provides services to 58 munici-
palities and spans a 3,000-mile radius. This in-
cludes dense, rural, and remote suburban
areas.

The LARTCS has already proven to be a
success, particularly in the southern California
wildfires. According to the Los Angeles County
Assistant Fire Chief, Eric Ekeberg, “the fires
hit the region really hard, but it could have
been a lot worse if the communication system
was not in place.”

| commend the foresight and dedication of
the Los Angeles County Fire Department and
all participating agencies that includes law en-
forcement, EMS, and other first responders for
establishing this pilot program. Amazingly, this
system was put in with minimal funds.

This successful pilot program proves that
Congress needs to do more to fund interoper-
ability systems, whether it is through additional
FEMA grants or cutting the red tape, so that
the first responders of LA County, and multiple
counties throughout California and the nation,
can talk to one another.

We need to do more to protect our public
servants as well as the general population.
Therefore, | look forward to the testimonies of
the witnesses who might shed some light on
this salient issue, not just for first responders,
but all Americans.
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