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PRIVATE CALENDAR 

HON. HOWARD COBLE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2003

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, 
Mr. CHABOT, Mr. BOUCHER, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Mrs. BLACKBURN and I would like to 
take this opportunity to set forth some of the 
history behind, as well as describe the work-
ings of the Private Calendar. I hope this might 
be of some value to the Members of this 
House, especially our newer colleagues. 

Of the five House Calendars, the Private 
Calendar is the one to which all Private Bills 
are referred. Private Bills deal with specific in-
dividuals, corporations, institutions, and so 
forth, as distinguished from public bills which 
deal with classes only. 

Of the 108 laws approved by the First Con-
gress, only 5 were Private Laws. But their 
number quickly grew as the wars of the new 
Republic produced veterans and veterans’ 
widows seeking pensions and as more citi-
zens came to have private claims and de-
mands against the Federal Government. The 
49th Congress, 1885 to 1887, the first Con-
gress for which complete workload and output 
data is available, passed 1,031 Private Laws, 
as compared with 434 Public Laws. At the turn 
of the century the 56th Congress passed 
1,498 Private Laws and 443 Public Laws—a 
better than three to one ratio. 

Private bills were referred to the Committee 
on the Whole House as far back as 1820, and 
a calendar of private bills was established in 
1839. These bills were initially brought before 
the House by special orders, but the 62nd 
Congress changed this procedure by its rule 
XXIV, clause six which provided for the con-
sideration of the Private Calendar in lieu of 
special orders. This rule was amended in 
1932, and then adopted in its present form on 
March 22, 1935. 

A determined effort to reduce the private bill 
workload of the Congress was made in the 
Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946. Sec-
tion 131 of that Act banned the introduction or 
the consideration of four types of private bills; 
first, those authorizing the payment of money 
for pensions; second, for personal or property 
damages for which suit may be brought under 
the Federal tort claims procedure; third, those 
authorizing the construction of a bridge across 
a navigable stream, or fourth, those author-
izing the correction of a military or naval 
record. 

This ban afforded some temporary relief but 
was soon offset by the rising postwar and cold 
war flood for private immigration bills. The 
82nd Congress passed 1,023 Private Laws, as 
compared with 594 Public Laws. The 88th 
Congress passed 360 Private Laws compared 
with 666 Public Laws. 

Under rule XXIV, clause six, the Private Cal-
endar is called the first and third Tuesday of 
each month. The consideration of the Private 
Calendar bills on the first Tuesday is manda-

tory unless dispensed with by a two-thirds 
vote. On the third Tuesday, however, recogni-
tion for consideration of the Private Calendar 
is within the discretion of the Speaker and 
does not take precedence over other privi-
leged business in the House. 

On the first Tuesday of each month, after 
disposition of business on the Speaker’s table 
for reference only, the Speaker directs the call 
of the Private Calendar. If a bill called is ob-
jected to by two or more Members, it is auto-
matically recommitted to the Committee re-
porting it. No reservation of objection is enter-
tained. Bills unobjected to are considered in 
the House in the Committee of the Whole. 

On the third Tuesday of each month, the 
same procedure is followed with the exception 
that omnibus bills embodying bills previously 
rejected have preference and are in order re-
gardless of objection. 

Such omnibus bills are read by paragraph, 
and no amendments are entertained except to 
strike out or reduce amounts or provide limita-
tions. Matters so stricken out shall not be 
again included in an omnibus bill during that 
session. Debate is limited to motions allowable 
under the rule and does not admit motions to 
strike out the last word or reservation of objec-
tions. The rules prohibit the Speaker from rec-
ognizing Members for statements or for re-
quests for unanimous consent for debate. Om-
nibus bills so passed are thereupon resolved 
in their component bills, which are engrossed 
separately and disposed of as if passed sepa-
rately. 

Private Calendar bills unfinished on one 
Tuesday go over to the next Tuesday on 
which such bills are in order and are consid-
ered before the call of bills subsequently on 
the calendar. Omnibus bills follow the same 
procedure and go over to the next Tuesday on 
which that class of business is again in order. 
When the previous question is ordered on a 
Private Calendar bill, the bill comes up for dis-
position on the next legislative day. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to describe to 
the newer Members the Official Objectors 
Committee, the system the House has estab-
lished to deal with the great volume of Private 
Bills. 

The Majority Leader and the Minority Leader 
each appoint three Members to serve as Pri-
vate Calendar Objectors during a Congress. 
The Objectors are on the Floor ready to object 
to any Private Bill which they feel is objection-
able for any reason. Seated near then to pro-
vide technical assistance are the majority and 
minority legislative clerks. 

Should any Member have a doubt or ques-
tion about a particular Private Bill, he or she 
can get assistance from objectors, their clerks, 
or from the Member who introduced the bill. 

The great volume of private bills and the de-
sire to have an opportunity to study them 
carefully before they are called on the Private 
Calendar has caused the six objectors to 
agree upon certain ground rules. The rules 
limit consideration of bills placed on the Pri-
vate Calendar only shortly before the calendar 
is called. With this agreement, adopted on No-

vember 17, 2003, the Members of the Private 
Calendar Objectors Committee have agreed 
that during the 108th Congress, they will con-
sider only those bills which have been on the 
Private Calendar for a period of seven (7) 
days, excluding the day the bill is reported and 
the day the calendar is called. Reports must 
be available to the Objectors for three (3) cal-
endar days. 

It is agreed that the majority and minority 
clerks will not submit to the Objectors any bills 
which do not meet this requirement. 

This policy will be strictly enforced except 
during the closing days of a session when the 
House rules are suspended. 

This agreement was entered into by: The 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. COBLE), 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT), the 
gentlelady from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. BOUCHER), 
the gentleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF), 
and the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GRIJALVA). 

I feel confident that I speak for my col-
leagues when I request all Members to enable 
us to give the necessary advance consider-
ations to private bills by not asking that we de-
part from the above agreement unless abso-
lutely necessary. 

HOWARD COBLE. 
STEVE CHABOT. 
MARSHA BLACKBURN. 
RICK BOUCHER. 
ADAM SCHIFF. 
RAUL GRIJALVA.
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HONORING THE COX FAMILY 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2003

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Cox Family for its meri-
torious dedication to the United States Armed 
Forces. The Cox family has exemplified her-
oism throughout the years through their serv-
ice during World War II and the Korean War. 

The nine sisters and eight brothers of the 
Cox Family are the children of (Joseph) Riley 
and Mattie Cox. Eleven of the 17 children 
served in the United States Armed Forces with 
nearly 70 years combined service. The family 
began enlisting in the Armed Forces in 1943. 
Elijah, Warren, and Paula served in the United 
States Army. Mary, Sonja, and Paul served in 
the United States Air Force, as did James who 
had previously enlisted in the United States 
Army. Joseph served in the United States 
Navy, along with Clarence who later joined the 
Army and Air Force. Herbert first served in the 
United States Maritime Service, then in the 
United States Army. Jerry served over 20 
years in the United States Coast Guard. 

The Cox family’s time in the service dem-
onstrates their commitment to our country. 
The contributions the Cox family made during 
our times of war and peace have gone above 
and beyond the normal call of duty. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the Cox 

Family for its patriotism and courageous ef-
forts to promote freedom and democracy. I in-
vite my colleagues to join me in conveying 
deep gratitude to the Cox Family.
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THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 
‘‘SINGAMERICA’’ COMMEMORA-
TION PROJECT 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2003

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of H. Con. Res. 
262, the National Anthem ‘‘SingAmerica’’ 
Project, and to bring to the attention of my col-
leagues this wonderful, new national initiative 
to commemorate American patriotic music and 
the role it has played in our history. This new 
initiative will involve several exciting music-re-
lated patriotic programs over the next 3 years. 

The National Anthem ‘‘SingAmerica’’ project 
is designed to invigorate and inspire the Amer-
ican people to a greater appreciation of their 
patriotic musical heritage. Through this project, 
we will be able to renew our appreciation for 
the patriotic music that so movingly expresses 
our core national sentiments. The members of 
the National Association for Music Education, 
in collaboration with the Smithsonian Institu-
tion, and with support from the American 
Sportscasters Association, are already actively 
pursuing the laudable goals of the project. 

The National Anthem ‘‘SingAmerica’’ project 
includes a series of activities calculated to 
bring the music, words, and sentiments of the 
Anthem and our nation’s patriotic songs to ev-
eryone-and to energize the participation of stu-
dents and adults alike in this essential expres-
sion of patriotism. America’s youth will give 
voice to our national anthem and be able to 
sing it proudly, accurately, and with a full un-
derstanding of its rich text. The American 
Sportscasters Association will be working to 
increase the emphasis on our national anthem 
at major sporting events, reaching many of 
those who otherwise would not have this mu-
sical experience. The National Association for 
Music Education will release a CD with patri-
otic music played by the Marine Band, com-
plete with a history of this music’s role in our 
nation’s development. Teachers’ guides will be 
distributed across the nation to help educators 
bring the practice and meaning of this music 
to our nation’s students. 

All of this activity will culminate on June 14, 
2006, when the Smithsonian’s National Mu-
seum of American’s History unveils the newly 
restored Star Spangled Banner. This event 
plans to include history’s largest performance 
of the National Anthem with millions of partici-
pants from around the country joining thou-
sands of high school band and chorus mem-
bers on the National Mall to celebrate the dis-
play of the restored Star Spangled Banner, the 
Flag that inspired the National Anthem. 

Even more than producing these rousing 
patriotic events, the National Anthem 
‘‘SingAmerica’’ project is a catalyst for all 
Americans to experience a greater under-
standing and appreciation of our patriotic 
music history. It will also remind us of the 

countless sacrifices made by so many and of 
the courage displayed by all Veterans’ who 
have served our country with great honor and 
pride. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I am proud to intro-
duce H. Con. Res. 262 and to honor the flag 
and the song that are the symbols of America. 
I call upon my colleagues for their unanimous 
support in passing the SingAmerica Act.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROB PORTMAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2003

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, on November 
5, 2003, I was unavoidably detained and 
missed the vote on rollcall No. 609 on H.R. 
3365, the Fallen Patriots Tax Relief Act. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO MEIJER INC. 
AND UNITED PARCEL SERVICE 
FOR REACHING OUT TO IRAQI 
ORPHANS 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2003

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the compassionate actions 
of two Michigan businesses for reaching 
across the globe to touch the lives of or-
phaned children living in an Iraqi orphanage. 

Leaders at Meijer Inc. and United Parcel 
Service learned that soldiers in the U.S. Army 
101st Airborne stationed near Mosul, Iraq, 
were helping nearly 70 children in a nearby or-
phanage. 

Meijer, a large supermarket/department 
store, immediately agreed to donate several 
large cartons of toys for the children. United 
Parcel Service supported the project, providing 
additional funds for toys. 

In September, the toys were shipped to sol-
diers at the 101st mobile military hospital near 
the orphanage and this past week, they were 
distributed to the children. 

These two generous organizations are to be 
commended for their efforts that not only help 
the individual children but also impact the rela-
tionships our military men and women are 
building with the citizens of Iraq. 

The long-range impact of this compas-
sionate act by Americans is immeasurable. As 
these children grow up, they will remember 
the care and love of Americans who came to 
free their nation from tyranny and give them a 
future with hope. 

Mr. Speaker, we wish to extend congratula-
tions to Meijer Inc. and United Parcel Service 
for their generosity and for being willing to 
reach across geographic and cultural borders 
to express their care and concern for children 
in need. 

We are honored to recognize their accom-
plishments and ask that our colleagues in the 
U.S. House of Representatives join in recog-
nizing these Michigan businesses for their hu-
manitarian efforts.

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. LIONEL 
A. KAPLAN, ESQ. 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2003

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the esteemed Mr. Lionel A. Kaplan, 
ESQ, a man devoted to his community. On 
November 10, 2003 The Orthodox Union’s In-
stitute for Public Affairs, which serves the Or-
thodox community as the central voice for 
public policy advocacy and religious liberties, 
will present Mr. Kaplan with the National Dis-
tinguished Leadership Award. 

Mr. Kaplan’s extraordinary devotion to Israel 
and his love of the Jewish people have pro-
pelled his rise to the top levels of leadership 
in the American Jewish community. In 1988, 
Mr. Kaplan joined the American-Israel Public 
Affairs Committee, AIPAC, one of the leading 
pro-Israel lobby groups, as chairman of the 
Princeton/Mercer Area, a position he held until 
2002. During those years, he also served as 
a member of the AIPAC Executive Committee; 
Member of the New York Regional Board; 
New Jersey State Chairman; Member of the 
National Board of Directors; and National De-
velopment Chairman. In addition, Mr. Kaplan 
became President of AIPAC from 1998–2000 
and Chairman of the Board from 2000–2002. 
Throughout his career in AIPAC, he has al-
ways been known for his skills as a consum-
mate fundraiser for pro-Israel causes. 

Mr. Kaplan’s contributions to his community 
do not stop with AIPAC. In the United Jewish 
Appeals, UJA, Federation, he served as a 
Member of the UJA National Young Leader-
ship Cabinet, as a leadership and fundraising 
trainer at the UJA National Training Center, 
and has served as Vice President of the Jew-
ish Federations of New Jersey. In his imme-
diate community, Mr. Kaplan has assumed a 
variety of roles, including Campaign Chairman 
and President of the Jewish Federation of 
Princeton, Mercer, and Bucks Counties. 
Among his other community services, he has 
been the chairman of the New Jersey ‘‘Jeru-
salem 3000’’ Committee, which planned and 
coordinated events for the 3000-year anniver-
sary of Jerusalem and Co-Chairman of the 
New Jersey Israel Communications. 

Mr. Kaplan has a graduate degree from 
Harvard University and has received his J.D. 
from Rutgers University. He is a licensed at-
torney in the Firm of Joseph D. Kaplan & Son, 
P.C., in Trenton where he has been a partner 
since 1972. Mr. Kaplan is also a member of 
the American, New Jersey, and Mercer Coun-
ty Bar Associations. He and his wife reside in 
Princeton, New Jersey. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Kaplan has demonstrated 
what it means to be a true contributor to one’s 
community. The extensive list of his tireless 
efforts shows a genuine compassion and de-
votion to public service. Accordingly, I ask that 
my colleagues rise and join me in honoring 
Mr. Lionel A. Kaplan, ESQ.
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