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HONORING NICK BECK

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 18, 2003

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Nick Beck on the occasion of
his retirement from the Madera City Fire De-
partment after 39 years of service. A celebra-
tion in his honor will take place on Sunday,
November 16th in Madera, California.

Mr. Beck proudly served our country in the
United States Army before working with the
Madera City Fire Department. After training in
California and Georgia, he was assigned to
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Company B of the 97th Signal Battalion in
Germany. Nick was also selected to attend the
7th Army Non-Commissioned Officers Acad-
emy where he graduated in the top 10 of his
class. Just months after his service in the
Army ended, Mr. Beck started his employment
with the Madera City Fire Department.

In 1969, Nick was promoted to Apparatus
Engineer, a specialist in the operation of
heavy fire equipment vehicles. He was named
Fire Lieutenant in 1976, then Battalion Chief in
1979. Each promotion was achieved through a
competitive examination, and Nick scored
number one on each test. In the early '90s,
Mr. Beck was instrumental in the city’'s efforts
to contract for fire protection with the Cali-
fornia Department of Forestry and Fire Protec-
tion. Through his efforts, a contractual agree-
ment was met, which led to an estimated $2
million in savings for the City of Madera over
the last 10 years. Nick also received two
Madera County Firefighter of the Year awards.

Mr. Beck has also been a prominent mem-
ber of numerous professional organizations.
He is a past-President of the Central California
Fire Training Officers Association, the Madera
County Employees Federal Credit Union, the
Central California Fire Prevention Officers As-
sociation, and the Madera Firefighters Asso-
ciation. He is also a member of the 1st Fresno
City College Fire Science Advisory Board and
the California State Firefighters Association.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Nick Beck
for his valiant service to the Madera City Fire
Department. | invite my colleagues to join me
in wishing Mr. Beck an exciting, well-deserved
retirement.

TRIBUTE TO BEN STEPHENSON
HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 18, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to
rise and pay tribute to a remarkable man from
my district. For his dedication to the students
of Montrose, Colorado, Ben Stephenson was
recently named Colorado’s Assistant Principle
of the Year. | am proud today to call Ben's
contributions to the attention of this body of
Congress and this nation.

As Assistant Principle of Columbine Middle
School, Ben goes beyond the call of duty each
day. To best serve the children, Ben works in
conjunction with teachers, parents, and admin-
istrators to assure the well being of Col-
umbine’s students. In addition to his official
duties, Ben also works tirelessly for the safety
of his students. He has been instrumental in
implementing anti-bullying and classroom
safety programs in the school. The students of
Columbine Middle School are truly safer and
happier as the result of Ben's contributions.

For his award, Ben will receive $1,000 from
the Colorado Association of School Execu-
tives. Although he could keep this prize
money, Ben has decided to use it to spear-
head a school project to build a student weight
room. This selfless donation is illustrative of
Ben'’s true compassion for the students of Col-
umbine.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to call to the atten-
tion of this body of Congress and this nation
the contributions of Ben Stephenson. Ben has
dedicated his life to educating young minds.
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His passion for student safety, and his desire
to pass along his knowledge and morals to the
next generation, is truly admirable. | would like
to join the students of Columbine middle
school, and the community of Montrose, in
congratulating Ben on a well-deserved award.

———

HONORING THE REMARKABLE
CAREER OF MR. RAMON PUIG

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 18, 2003

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to honor the remarkable ac-
complishments of Mr. Ramon Puig. He truly is
the embodiment of the American dream.

Mr. Puig was born in the central mountain
town of Zaza del Medio, in the Cuban prov-
ince of Las Villas in 1920. At a young age, he
learned to be a tailor and at 23, he opened
shop in his hometown and began making and
selling tropical dress shirts called guayaberas.

As his popularity grew, he traveled through-
out the island, taking skillful measurements
and delivering his custom-made guayaberas.
Eventually, he became a regular supplier of
guayaberas to Cubans throughout the entire
country.

When Cuba fell to totalitarianism in 1959,
Mr. Puig left his shop as he was forced to
work in the dictatorship’s sugarcane fields.

He arrived in Miami on one of the Freedom
Flights of October 18, 1968. There, he worked
for eight months as a hotel dishwasher for 95
cents an hour.

He put his life back together and in 1971,
opened his first guayabera shop in Miami. His
superb work, skillful craftsmanship and atten-
tion to detail have earned him the nickname,
el Rey de las Guayaberas, the Guayabera
King. His stylish shirts have earned him na-
tional attention, including a recent article in
GQ magazine.

Every day, he drives to his store and per-
sonally takes his customers’ measurements,
cuts the patterns, and supervises the
seamstresses who stitch his custom-made
guayaberas. His shirts are superbly made with
embroidery and fine details that make each
shirt unique.

He carefully keeps track of everyone who
buys his tailor-made guayaberas with record
books filled with names, occupations, meas-
urements and cuttings from the fabric he used
to make their particular guayabera.

Mr. Puig’s list of clients includes stars
George Hamilton, Robert Duvall, Emilio and
Gloria Estefan, mayors, governors, senators
and every U.S. president since Ronald
Reagan. Their autographed photos adorn his
office.

In 1995, he moved his shop, La Casa de las
Guayaberas, to 5840 SW Eighth Street in

Miami. The store carries about 8,000
guayaberas and has hundreds more in stor-
age.

But the love of his life is Juana Maria, the
wonderful woman he married 60 years ago.
She is his partner in business as well as life.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate my friend, Mr.
Ramon Puig, for his long and remarkable ca-
reer.

| commend him for his hard work and wish
him continued success and happiness. | am
honored to call this great man, my friend.
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