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Teddy was educated in Los Angeles Catho-
lic parochial schools, including St. Mary's
Grammar School at 4th & Chicago in Boyle
Heights, and later graduated from Catholic
Girls High School. Immediately following grad-
uation Theresa enlisted in the United States
Navy Women's Auxiliary (WAVE's) Corps dur-
ing the height of World War Il, and was sta-
tioned in Washington, DC performing clerical
duties for the Navy Department.

Upon her Honorable Discharge from the
Navy following the war, Theresa married her
childhood sweetheart Robert H. “Bob”
Fuentes, also a Los Angeles native. Together
they had 10 children, Christina Marie, Roberta
Theresa (married to James F. Buescher),
Charles Patrick (married to Linda L. Unruh),
Andrea Elizabeth (married to Robert C.
Kunkel), Cecelia Catherine, Robert Henry Il
(married to Cynthia Vetter), Mary Carole (de-
ceased), Christopher Francis, Joseph Aloysius
(married to Amy D. Boothe), and Caroline Ber-
nadette “Buffy” (deceased), and made their
home in Norwalk and later Cerritos.

A devoted homemaker and helpmate, Teddy
immersed herself in the education and devel-
opment of her children, amply demonstrating
her talents as an accomplished artist and
painter, expert seamstress, first-rate cook, as
well as noted hostess in furtherance of her
husband Bob’s political career. After the un-
timely death of Bob Fuentes at age 50, Teddy
took up the mantle of family matriarch and en-
tered the workforce as a Sales Representative
for Coca-Cola Bottling Company, retiring in
1991 after 14 highly successful years.

Teddy Fuentes has made many outstanding
contributions to church, civic and community
endeavors, including service as Grand Regent
of the Santa Teresita Court of the Catholic
Daughters of America, and active member-
ships in the American Business Women’s As-
sociation, Native Daughters of the Golden
West, Past Grand Knights Association of the
Knights of Columbus Council 3678, Gad-
abouts Senior Club, and Cerritos Senior Citi-
zens.

A world traveler par excellence, Teddy has
traveled throughout the Americas, Europe, and
the Middle East including several trips to Israel
where she was baptized in the Jordan River,
and Egypt where she rode camels at the pyra-
mids and Sphinx.

Theresa Marcella Palomares Fuentes cele-
brated her 80th birthday on January 16, 2004
together with her large family and numerous
friends including her six grandchildren Jennifer
Marie Hood, Holly Alana Hood, Ryan Anthony
Kunkel, Lauren Elizabeth Kunkel, Laurel
Frances Fuentes and Robert Henry Fuentes,
IV. | take great pleasure in noting the wonder-
ful life and achievements of Theresa Marcella
Palomares Fuentes, extend sincere best wish-
es on the happy occasion of her 80th birthday
and wish her continued happiness and good
health.
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Richard Silver, a public servant who has
dedicated his life to caring for and comforting
our country’s veterans.
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Dick Silver has worked in various capacities
for the U.S. Department of Veterans' Affairs
for more than fifty years. During that time, he
has served as the director, assistant director,
administrator, and personnel services officer at
VA hospitals in Massachusetts, Washington
D.C., New Jersey, North Carolina, and eventu-
ally, in Florida.

Dick was appointed Director of the James
A. Haley VA Medical Center in Tampa, which
is near my congressional district, in 1979. The
hospital, and its associated outpatient clinics,
nursing homes, and domiciliaries, serves
many of my constituents and has grown dra-
matically during his tenure. He has guided the
hospital through trying times with humor,
grace, and an abiding respect for the men and
women who seek care at his facilities.

| worked closely with Dick over the past
decade to build a spinal cord injury unit at the
Tampa VA. Dick's guidance, wisdom, and
knowledge were instrumental in helping me
secure the necessary Federal funding for the
project. He oversaw construction of the unit
which, in the words of VA Secretary Principi,
provides the best care in the country for vet-
erans with spinal cord injuries and dysfunction.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to know and
have worked closely with Richard Silver for so
many years. His leadership, dedication, and
professionalism have been an asset to me,
our country, and those for whom he and his
staff care.

————
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Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor Hattie Hall, a
resident of my Fifth Congressional District of
Florida and a woman who has become some-
thing very few of us ever will. Mrs. Hall is a
centenarian and at 101 she is a mother to 5
sons, a grandmother to 10 grandchildren, and
a great-grandmother to 19 and has 3 great,
great-grandchildren!

Hattie was born in Savannah, Georgia and
went to school at Savannah State College.
Following school, she worked as a school
teacher and a nurses’ aid. She describes her
happiest moments as going shopping with her
uncle, her mother and her brother. One of her
favorite activities is painting pictures.

After 101 vyears, Hattie says she only
wished she had learned to paint at a younger
age. When asked what advice she'd give to
young people she says, “always do the right
thing and remember to pray.” She says the
best thing about growing older is having a
good son to take care of her.

Mr. Speaker, and my colleagues, | ask that
you join me in honoring Hattie Hall today. |
hope we all have the good fortune to live as
long as she has. She is truly a great lady and
someone with an appreciation for the impor-
tance of family and friends.
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Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a friend and colleague
who has played a major role in local govern-
ment in my district, Arline Whitaker. As the
Chair of the Farmington Town Council for the
past 7 years, Arline has served her town with
distinction and dedication.

Arline has been an active, constructive
voice in the Farmington community for dec-
ades and first entered local government in
1979, serving as a member of the Farmington
Town Council from 1989-2004. In addition,
she chaired the Conservation Commission
from 1988-1989. She continued to serve in
various capacities in local government while
also contributing her keen mind and boundless
energy to develop many local organizations,
including the Hill Stead Museum, the Stanley
Whitman House, Friends of the Farmington Li-
brary, the Farmington Garden Club, and Serv-
ices for the Elderly, among many others.

In her 7 years serving as chair of the Farm-
ington Town Council, Arline has provided the
leadership, enthusiasm, and long hours of
hard work to accomplish an impressive list of
projects. She led the initiative to build a new
senior center, police station, and expand the
Farmington library, while also acquiring 554
acres of land for open space preservation.
She was involved with the creation of a new
upper elementary school that provides our
children needed classroom space. In addition,
her relentless effort to seek State and Federal
funding for local road improvements and the
Rails to Trails project has brought new oppor-
tunities to Farmington residents to keep fit and
enjoy their remarkable, scenic, and historic
town.

Arline’s long service to the town of Farm-
ington is notable and commendable because it
both preserved and protected a rich and won-
derful history and prepared Farmington to con-
tinue as a strong community for decades to
come. As a friend of Arline’s, | wish her good
health, high energy and joy in all she under-
takes, with the time released from her many
public responsibilities. My thanks for her public
service, the high standards to which she held
herself, and for her personal friendship.

—————

CONGRATULATING ALYN KIEL ON
HER ESSAY REGARDING PURPLE
LOOSESTRIFE, AN INVASIVE
SPECIE
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Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to insert into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD an
essay written by Alyn Kiel, an 11th grade stu-
dent at Montague High School in Montague,
MI. The essay is titled “Purple Loosestrife: A
Beautiful Killer,” and it is an excellent discus-
sion of a very serious but commonly over-
looked environmental problem around the
Great Lakes and throughout the Nation.

Purple Loosestrife is one of the most com-
mon invasive non-native species in the United




		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-21T14:11:46-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




