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and reliable, with business savvy, Patt has
proven to be an incredibly effective
businessperson. She gives every venture her
all and is always ready to take on new chal-
lenges. Moreover, Patt sees every project
through until completion, producing consist-
ently impressive results.

Patt heads a team of four investment advi-
sors at Capital Planning & Investments, Inc.,
her own successful, independent advisory
firm. CPI offers a variety of financial solutions
for local businesses and individuals, including
customized investment and insurance advice
on an hourly and ongoing basis.

In addition, Patt is highly involved with the
Central Fairfax Chamber of Commerce. She
serves on the CFCC Board of Directors and
Small Business Committee, and through the
CFCC, she has become treasurer of the city-
wide Chocolate Lovers Festival Committee.

While in these positions, Patt has had nu-
merous notable accomplishments. For exam-
ple, she created a program in which CFCC
breakfast seminars would pay for themselves.
Through her table-top display program, Patt
personally works with CFCC members to at-
tract and schedule sponsors for the seminars.
The popularity of Patt's program has enabled
it to continue in the upcoming year.

Patt also was responsible for computerizing
CFCC files for easy recording, implementing
an aggressive budget and achieving Not-for-
Profit status. These successes are indicative
of her commitment, drive and character. Patt
likes to make things happen and motivates
others with her infectious spirit. When she
sees needs, she addresses them, rallying oth-
ers around her to turn visions into reality.

All things considered, Patt's special honor
truly is well deserved. Over the years, she has
made a lasting impact on the CFCC and
greater Fairfax business community. She is an
accomplished businessperson who success-
fully leads others through example. | ask that
my colleagues join me in applauding Patricia
Garman and congratulating her on this distin-
guished achievement.

———

EUROPEAN UNION’S UNITED
STAND AGAINST DRUG ABUSE

HON. MARK E. SOUDER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2004

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and applaud the European Union
for agreeing to toughen antidrug laws and urg-
ing actions to end drug tourism to the Con-
tinent.

After more than 2 years of negotiations, EU
ministers reached a landmark agreement on
November 27 to toughen antidrug laws and to
harmonize the Continent’s laws to make the
bloc more efficient in the fight against illegal
drugs. The laws cover all types of drug-deal-
ing, ranging from local networks to large-scale
international operations.

Under the agreed rules, offering, selling or
producing drugs would be sanctioned with
maximum jail terms of at least 1 to 3 years. In
cases involving large-scale international drug
trafficking, sanctions should be at least 5 to 10
years. Member states also agreed on a dec-
laration stressing the importance of fighting
drug tourism.
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The EU’s united stand against drug abuse
strengthens global efforts to prevent drug
abuse and to put away drug pushers and oth-
ers, including terrorists, who financially benefit
from destructive drug addiction.

It is disappointing that the EU agreement
will allow the so-called “coffee shops” in the
Netherlands, where marijuana can be legally
abused, to remain open. | am, however, en-
couraged that the Netherlands is investigating
possible approaches that would end U.S. drug
tourism to Amsterdam.

Dutch Justice Minister Piet Hein Donner has
stated that the Netherlands Government is
considering rules under which “coffee shops”
would only be allowed to sell drugs to Dutch
residents as part of its obligation to dissuade
tourists from going to Amsterdam for drugs.
Under his proposal, only Dutch residents with
identity cards would be allowed to use the
cannabis cafes. This move would protect
Americans visiting Amsterdam from the dan-
gers of engaging in drug abuse. Currently, for-
eign tourists, including Americans, make up
about 40 percent of the “coffee shop” sales in
Amsterdam, according to the London Times.

| also hope that this agreement will further
our international efforts to control the traf-
ficking of ecstasy and other dangerous syn-
thetic drugs. In recent years, traffickers have
set up their illegal manufacturing operations in
countries like the Netherlands in hopes of
avoiding tough penalties if they are caught.
This agreement should send a clear signal to
the cartels that Europe and the U.S. will con-
tinue to work together to break up these inter-
national drug rings.

Furthermore, | am encouraged that the
Netherlands has also agreed to increase its
sanctions for the possession of small quan-
tities of marijuana to a year from 1 month.
These are important steps that | hope will
eventually lead to stiffer penalties for all drug
abuse.

It is increasingly clear that every nation
must play a role in educating the public as to
why drug abuse is harmful and in preventing
drug addiction. As long as one country toler-
ates the production, sale or distribution of any
illegal drugs, other nations, communities and
families are vulnerable to the threats caused
by drug abuse that is easily transported
across borders.

The EU’s commitment to not tolerate drug
abuse and drug tourism protects not only the
families and communities of Europe, but also
families and communities here and elsewhere
in the world.

Again, | applaud this agreement and look
forward to working with these and other coun-
tries to further strengthen international drug
laws and to protect children from the dangers
of drug abuse and addiction.

—————

HONORING COMMANDER WILLIAM
“BILL” ATKINSON

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2004

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Commander William Atkinson of the
Merced County Sheriff's Department. Com-
mander Atkinson has been with the depart-
ment since July 6, 1976, when he began his
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career as a correctional officer. He was re-
sponsible for the overall security of the
Merced County Rehabilitation Center.

Commander Atkinson’s work ethic was rec-
ognized, and he quickly moved up the chain of
command. In 1979, he was promoted to the
rank of corporal and was reassigned to the
Merced County branch jail. After being as-
signed to the Merced County main jail in 1981,
Commander Atkinson was responsible for su-
pervising booking procedures and the health
and welfare of the inmates. For 5 years, Com-
mander Atkinson gathered statistics for a work
furlough program and supervised a work-in-
lieu pilot program, which required him to sub-
mit the policy and procedure to the Merced
County Board of Supervisors.

Commander Atkinson continued to dem-
onstrate his work ethic for the department and
was assigned to the Main Jail Division as a fa-
cility manager in September 1995. He as-
sumed all duties and responsibility for the divi-
sion, as well as ensuring the facility was in
compliance with the Board of Corrections
guidelines, exceeding Health Department
standards and State fire marshal inspections.

In 1999, Commander Atkinson was nomi-
nated by his peers for Officer of the Year. His
years of hard work for the Merced County
Sheriff's Department did not go unrecognized,
and his peers selected him as their 1999 Offi-
cer of the Year. Soon after, he was promoted
to sergeant and reassigned to the Sandy
Mush Adult Correctional Facility as a shift su-
pervisor, and then in May of 2001 he was pro-
moted to senior sergeant. He displayed true
dedication while supervising the Work Re-
lease/Classification Unit and was responsible
for reviewing applications for eligibility for work
release programs.

Finally, in November 2002, Commander At-
kinson was promoted to his current rank and
supervises the activities and employees of a
correctional facility for the Merced County
Sheriff's Department. As commander, he pro-
vides direction to subordinates and is respon-
sible to take necessary action when alerted to
emergencies or potentially dangerous situa-
tions.

Commander Atkinson will retire on January
23, 2004. | ask all of my colleagues to help
me thank Commander Atkinson for his devo-
tion and loyalty to the Merced County Sheriff's
Department, the State of California, and our
Nation. | am honored to call Bill my friend, and
I wish him a very happy retirement.

IN HONOR OF JOE WATSON
HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2004

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Joe Watson on being the 2004 re-
cipient of the Monterey Peninsula NAACP
Branch’'s highest award, The President's
Award. This award is being presented to Mr.
Watson for his lengthy and outstanding serv-
ice, dedication and contributions the Monterey
Peninsula Branch of the NAACP.

Mr. Watson was born July 21, 1944, in
Wilcox County, the town of Camden, Alabama
during the height of Jim Crow segregation.
The degradation that African Americans un-
derwent during that period left an indelible im-
print on Joe’s life, resulting in a lifetime com-
mitment for fighting for equal rights and social
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justice for all people. He graduated from Cam-
den Academy High School in 1962 and en-
tered the Armed Forces that same year,
spending one tour of duty in Vietnam.

After his tour in Vietnam, in which he was
honorably discharged from the army, Mr. Wat-
son relocated to the Monterey Peninsula, tak-
ing up residence in Seaside in 1966. While
working for the Firestone Tire and Rubber
Company in Salinas, Joe was elected to the
executive board of the local United Rubber
Workers Union, AFL—CIO, and served on that
board until 1980 when the plant closed. He
took his union leadership with him when
changing careers to a meat cutter, becoming
first a member and then the leader of the
United Food and Commercial Workers Union,
Local 506. As shop steward and as an execu-
tive board member of the UFCW local, Joe
was instrumental in bringing a civil rights activ-
ist's approach to dealing with issues and neg-
ative actions by employers against members
of his union in their respective work places.
Mr. Watson was greatly admired by co-work-
ers who saw him as an unafraid union leader
who was totally committed to standing up for
them and working in their interest.

During the mid-1970’s, Mr. Watson became
a member of the Monterey Peninsula Branch
of the NAACP. Elected almost immediately to
the Branch’s Executive Committee, due in no
small part to his union activism, Joe took over
the Branch’s Labor and Industry Committee.
There he had the responsibility of resolving
issues involving complaints of discriminatory
practices in hiring, on the job treatment and
terminations. Over the years, the Branch re-
ceived recognition for the outstanding work
Mr. Watson and that committee carried out in
this area of work, including negotiating a Na-
tional NAACP-sponsored “Fair Share Hiring
Agreement” with the local stores owned by
Albertson’s, conunitting these stores to hiring,
retaining and promoting minorities.

In 1994, Mr. Watson was elected as Presi-
dent of the Monterey Peninsula Branch of the
NAACP, serving until 2000. During his tenure
as President, Joe continued to lead the
Branch in dealing with issues of police abuse
against minorities, hate crimes on the Penin-
sula and continued to strengthen the ties be-
tween the Branch and organized labor in this
county. Joe has laid the groundwork for the
kind of activism in our branch that continues to
be followed and emulated by those who have
come after him. True to his tradition as an ac-
tivist, Mr. Watson continues his lifelong com-
mitment to the struggle for and protection and
extension of civil, labor and equal rights and
social justice, making him most deserving of
this award.

————

COMMEMORATING THE BICENTEN-
NIAL ANNIVERSARY OF JEFFER-
SON TOWNSHIP, MORRIS COUN-
TY, NEW JERSEY

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2004

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the Bicentennial Anni-
versary of the Township of Jefferson, County
of Morris, in my home state of New Jersey.

Beautiful Jefferson Township encompasses
42 square miles of mostly pristine forests and
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lakes. It is home to New Jersey's largest
freshwater lake, Lake Hopatcong, among
many others, and the idyllic Mahlon Dickerson
Reservation in the protected New Jersey High-
lands watershed region.

When Jefferson Township was founded in
1804 by separating itself from the Townships
of Roxbury and Pequannock, there were quiet
farms and noisy mines linked by dirt roads. In
time, the railroads came and by the turn of the
century, they brought “summer escapees”
from the cities who treasured Jefferson’s sce-
nic beauty, many lakes and its clean, cool,
country surroundings. Summer resorts and
campsites flourished in the area. After World
War |, automobiles appeared on Jefferson’s
newly paved roads bringing with it scores of
summer residents. And after the second World
War, young families were looking to leave the
metropolitan areas and began moving west-
ward in New Jersey to inviting municipalities
like Jefferson Township.

Today, Jefferson Township is still a blos-
soming community with a population ap-
proaching 20,000. While the once-thriving
summer resorts are gone and most summer
cottages have been converted to year-round
residences, many tourists still make the trek to
Jefferson Township to enjoy the vast open
space of the Morris County Park System, pro-
tected watersheds and recreation activities on
the region’s numerous lakes. Indeed, lake
communities still prosper throughout the
Township bringing a unique sense of commu-
nity to all of those who live in them.

Jefferson Township’s municipal leaders
have carried on a tradition of being good stew-
ards of the area’s natural resources. Through
determined efforts to preserve some of New
Jersey’s most precious open space, Jefferson
Township has been able to balance develop-
ment by being an active partner in the acquisi-
tion of hundreds of acres of parkland, wood-
lands and watersheds.

Mr. Speaker, for the past 200 years, Jeffer-
son Township has been a community which
has brought Morris County and New Jersey
great pride. No doubt the municipality will cer-
tainly continue to do so in the years to come.
| congratulate the citizens of Jefferson Town-
ship on their special anniversary year, and
urge all my colleagues to join me in wishing
them well.

————
HONORING BEULAH HEIGHTS
FIRST PENTECOSTAL CHURCH

ON THE CELEBRATION OF
80TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2004

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute to one
of the most respected houses of worship in
the city of New Haven, Beulah Heights First
Pentecostal Church. This year marked the
80th anniversary of this tremendous church,
throughout which time the leadership and its
members have left an indelible mark on our
community.

Originally called the Beulah Heights Mission,
the ministry was founded in 1923 by Walter
and Rosa Andrews. In its humble beginnings,
the church was located in a converted store-
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front and boasted a modest membership. Over
the years and through the changes in leader-
ship, the ministry steadily grew and eventually
found a permanent home on Orchard Street.
Over the course of its history, the Beulah
Heights Pentecostal Church has developed a
reputation as a leader in the religious commu-
nity. Through its leadership and the commit-
ment and enthusiasm of its membership, the
Beulah Heights Church has made a real dif-
ference in the lives of many.

Our churches play a vital role in our com-
munities, providing people with a place to turn
for comfort when they are most in need. By
strengthening the bonds of faith, the Beulah
Heights First Pentecostal Church gives its
members a place to find their spiritual center
and to solidify and support their values. The
members of the Beulah Heights First Pente-
costal Church have also given much to the
city of New Haven. Throughout the years, as
their membership grew, so did their commit-
ment to the enrichment of our community,
transforming neighborhoods one block at a
time.

Currently headed by Bishop Theodore
Brooks, a man whom | am proud to call my
friend, Beulah Heights Church has taken on a
great mission of neighborhood revitalization. It
has erected an educational wing which is uti-
lized by the New Haven Board of Education
for its Urban Youth Elementary School for
troubled youth. Founded by Bishop Brooks in
1994, its development subsidiary, Beulah Land
Development Corporation, is responsible for
the construction of 20 units of affordable hous-
ing and 12 units of supportive housing for sen-
ior citizens. Through these and other projects,
they are bringing renewed security and sta-
bility to this neighborhood. | have every con-
fidence that they will continue to do great
things for the Dixwell neighborhood of New
Haven.

In the last 8 decades, the Beulah Heights
Pentecostal Church and its membership have
made invaluable contributions of the city of
New Haven, changing the face of our great
city. | am proud to stand today and extend my
very best wishes to them as they mark this
milestone in their history.

Happy 80th anniversary!

——————

HONORING MS. DAWN KINNEY

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2004

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a model citizen from the 18th Congres-
sional District, Ms. Dawn Kinney. She is being
honored by the Merced County Chamber of
Commerce for her service as their president
for the past year. | know Dawn has worked
hard on their behalf, and for the betterment of
local businesses in Merced County. It is my
pleasure to help the County Chamber recog-
nize a wonderful woman, and a very good
friend.

Dawn was born in Albany, Georgia and was
raised throughout the United States while her
father served in the United States Air Force.
While living in Bossier City, Louisiana, she
graduated from Bossier High School, and then
went on to attend Louisiana State University in
Shreveport. Soon after, Dawn moved to
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