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trillion over the next decade. That is
nearly $1 trillion worse than what CBO
forecast last fall.

After the estimates were released,
Treasury Secretary John Snow com-
mented from London that the adminis-
tration remains committed to deficit
reduction, stating, ‘“Make no mistake;
President Bush is serious about the
deficit.”

Mr. Speaker, who is Secretary Snow
trying to fool? President Bush being se-
rious about the deficit? This is the
same President Bush who inherited a
$5.6 trillion surplus from President
Clinton. Over the past 3 years, thanks
mainly to three large tax breaks pri-
marily benefiting America’s million-
aires, President Bush has presided over
an $8.5 trillion fiscal collapse.

And our Nation’s fiscal situation
could get even worse this year if Con-
gress continues to listen to President
Bush and the House Republican leader-
ship. That is because CBO’s estimates
only take into account existing poli-
cies.

And just last week, during the State
of the Union address, President Bush
asked Congress to make all his fiscally
irresponsible tax policies permanent.
Last year CBO estimated that such ac-
tion would cost the Federal Govern-
ment an additional $1 trillion.

The President also once again pro-
posed partially privatizing Social Secu-
rity at an additional expense of at least
$1 trillion in extra funds over the next
decade, and that is $2 trillion right
there to add to the already gloomy def-
icit forecast. And this is not even in-
cluding the $700 billion the President
wants to spend for a mission to Mars,
the $50 billion that the President will
propose for the continuing war in lIraq,
and the $1.5 billion throwaway to the
far right in his party to help train cou-
ples to develop better interpersonal
skills that sustain ‘‘healthy mar-
riages.”

Based on these facts, how can Sec-
retary Snow say that President Bush is
serious about the deficit?

Let us be clear. It is the policies of
President Bush and my Republican col-
leagues that have put us in this situa-
tion. Democrats do not control the
White House. Democrats do not control
the Congress, either the House or the
Senate. And yet | would not be shocked
if conservative Republicans do not
come to the floor today and try to
blame Democrats for the fiscal mess
our Nation now faces.

Clearly, Mr. Speaker, President Bush
now sees the huge budget deficit as a
threat to his reelection campaign, and
that is why he vowed to cut the deficit
in half over the next 5 years during his
State of the Union address last week.
But we might be asking ourselves how
the President plans to cut the deficit in
half with the more than $2 trillion in
tax cuts and other new spending he
wants Congress to approve this year.
The President and Republicans will say
holding down domestic spending to 1
percent during the next year will put a
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huge dent in the deficit, but that is
simply not the case, considering that
domestic spending only amounts to 17
percent of all the Federal spending ex-
pected this year.

The bottom line, Mr. Speaker: The
fiscal record of the Bush administra-
tion and congressional Republicans is
clear. As long as Republicans control
the Federal budget, our Nation’s fiscal
future is seriously in question; and in
order to prevent a total fiscal collapse,
it is time for President Bush and my
Republican colleagues to face reality
and repeal the President’s tax cuts for
the very wealthiest Americans.

It is time President Bush and con-
gressional Republicans stand with our
Nation’s children, who will be forced to
bear the brunt of the cost of their fis-
cal irresponsibility. It is time the
President and congressional Repub-
licans stand with our Nation’s seniors
and baby boomers that need Social Se-
curity and Medicare strengthened and
not raided.

Yesterday’s CBO report should serve
as a wake-up call to Washington Re-
publicans. And let us hope they finally
listen to the alarms before this mess
gets even worse.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 44
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.
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The recess having expired, the House
was called to order at 2 p.m.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, shepherd Your people as
never before, for the times are turbu-
lent. Violence and terrorism rip apart
the very fabric of civilization, ancient
and new. Friendships between nations
are threatened. And who will replace
the basic trust and faithful love once
found in family life?

As in the days of the prophet Zecha-
riah, we call out to You to show forth
Your power.

Take up Your two staves, one called
Favor, the other Union.

With the staff of Favor, fashion us
again as Your people. Renew Your cov-
enant love within Your chosen ones.

With the staff of Union, bind all in
this House to one another as leaders,
worthy and willing to be brother and
sister to others.

May You delight in us as Your very
own and our coming together as a
glimpse of Your kingdom, now and for-
ever.

Amen.
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THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. DAvVIS) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

SPECIAL-ED STUDENT VOTED
HOMECOMING KING

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, most home-
coming kings are probably athletes or
student government leaders, the “in
crowd’’; but students at a Tempe, Ari-
zona, high school broke the mold.
Marcos de Niza High School’s landslide
winner for homecoming king was a 21-
year-old student with Down Syndrome,
Poco Carton.

Poco is well-known around campus
for his dance moves at lunch and for
his insistence on saying hello to nearly
everyone. The election is a vivid re-
minder that each and every life, re-
gardless of what value the world places
on it, is worthy of living. Every day,
Poco and those who share his chal-
lenges offer priceless contributions to
our communities, but too often they
are taken for granted, excluded from
the opportunities many of us take for
granted.

Studies show that 86 percent of un-
born children who are diagnosed with
Down Syndrome are never given a
chance to be elected homecoming King.
They are aborted. Down Syndrome is a
challenge that taxes anyone facing it.
Families caring for children with this
disease need our support and encour-
agement, but if we believe that the way
to kill Down Syndrome is to kill ba-
bies, we are dead wrong.

How many Poco Cartons have we lost
to this strategy? How many lives could
have been touched at schools like
Marcos de Niza? It is a cost too high to
calculate.

———

HONORING THE REVEREND
CHARLIE MURRAY

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on Sunday | had the opportunity to
participate in a tremendous ceremony,
the naming of a dining hall at the
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