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also would like to thank my friend the
gentlewoman from New York (Mrs.
MALONEY) and my friend, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. Sim-
MONS) for joining me in introducing
this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, during the 107th Con-
gress, we passed the FHA Downpay-
ment  Simplification Act, which
streamlined the downpayment process
and increased the base mortgage
amount limits for FHA-insured loans.
By increasing access to these loans,
Congress helped make the dream of
owning a home a reality for many first-
time homebuyers.

In passing this legislation, however,
we made a seemingly inadvertent
change to the law regarding what kind
of residential projects qualify for in-
creased loan payments. We restricted
the projects that are eligible for in-
creased loan limits to those which con-
tain less than five units and take steps
to improve energy efficiency.

Before the FHA Downpayment Sim-
plification Act, this provision read that
increased loan limits could be granted
to projects that contained less than 5
units or are taking steps to improve
energy efficiency. The net effect is
large projects that want to employ en-
ergy-efficient measures are not elimi-
nated from receiving FHA mortgage in-
surance.

The need for additional high-quality,
affordable housing cannot be over-
stated. Our bill will correct the mis-
take and restore FHA mortgage insur-
ance for large residential projects that
are also energy efficient.

This is win-win legislation that will
help stimulate construction of more re-
sponsibly built, affordable housing
units, create jobs, and encourage in-
vestment, and it obviously is also envi-
ronmentally responsible.

Again, | would like to thank my col-
leagues for bringing this bill to the
floor so quickly, and | encourage its
swift passage.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today | join my col-
league and cosponsor of this bill, the
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr.
SHAYS), in support of the Energy Effi-
cient Housing Technical Correction
Act.

This legislation will provide incen-
tives for builders to include environ-
mentally friendly additions to multi-
family housing developments, by mak-
ing projects eligible for 20 percent
more FHA mortgage insurance. This is
a noncontroversial, technical fix that
corrects an oversight in the legislation
enacted in the 107th Congress. This leg-
islation is also included in the com-
prehensive energy bill where it re-
ceived bipartisan, bicameral support.

Enactment of H.R. 3724 will allow in-
creases in the maximum mortgage lim-
its for FHA insurance for multi-family
housing projects that choose to install
solar energy systems or residential en-
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ergy conservation measures. Currently,
housing projects with five or fewer
units are permitted FHA insurance in
amounts up to 20 percent higher than
the standard limit for the purpose of
making environmental improvements.
This legislation on the floor today al-
lows multi-family developments with
more than five units to be eligible for
this same higher FHA coverage for en-
vironmental improvements. Higher
FHA coverage was allowed for environ-
mental improvements for multi-family
housing prior to the 107th Congress
when it was inadvertently deleted.
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It only makes sense that projects
with more than five units, where the
environmental benefits are greater,
should be eligible for the extra FHA in-
surance.

My colleagues who work on housing
and environmental issues know that
including solar energy systems and
conservation measures can add signifi-
cant building costs. This legislation
will provide an important incentive for
builders to make these additional in-
vestments that benefit their residents
and communities as a whole.

It is my hope that this legislation
will become law as soon as possible so
that its benefits can begin to flow into
the community. Whether Members rep-
resent urban, suburban or rural dis-
tricts, | am certain that the benefits of
this legislation will potentially be felt
by many of our constituents.

Finally I want to thank the leader-
ship of the committee, the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. OXLEY) and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
FRANK) and also my colleague and
friend, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. SHAYS) for his work on
this issue. It is my pleasure to work on
many important environmental causes
with him. And | appreciate his dedica-
tion to clean air, clean water, and con-
servation.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong support
of this legislation and urge a yes vote
from my colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | would again like to
thank the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. MALONEY). We have worked
on a number of issues together and it is
always done very professionally. | am
always proud to be by her side on legis-
lation, and this is one example. | again
thank our leadership on both sides of
the aisle. | urge passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GILCHREST). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 3724.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 17 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 6:30 p.m.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SHIMKUS) at 6 o’clock and
33 minutes p.m.

—————

PRIVILEGED REPORT REQUESTING
DOCUMENTS IN POSSESSION OF
THE PRESIDENT AND CERTAIN
OFFICIALS RELATING TO DIS-
CLOSURE OF IDENTITY AND EM-
PLOYMENT OF MS. VALERIE
PLAME

Mr. Goss, from the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence, submitted
a privileged report (Rept. No. 108-413,
Part 1) on the resolution (H. Res. 499)
requesting the President and directing
the Secretary of State, the Secretary
of Defense, and the Attorney General
to transmit to the House of Represent-
atives not later than 14 days after the
date of the adoption of this resolution
documents in the possession of the
President and those officials relating
to the disclosure of the identity and
employment of Ms. Valerie Plame,
which was ordered to be printed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The re-
port will be received as Part 1.

———

MAKING IN ORDER AT ANY TIME
ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4,
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, | ask unani-
mous consent that it be in order at any
time on Wednesday February 4, 2004,
for the majority leader or his designee
to call up the following resolutions: H.
Res. 493, H. Res. 496, H. Res. 497, H. Res.
498, H. Res. 511, H. Res. 512, and H. Con.
Res. 355; and each resolution be consid-
ered as read and the previous question
be considered as ordered on each reso-
lution to final adoption without inter-
vening motion except (1) 1 hour of de-
bate and (2) one motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3030, IMPROVING THE COM-
MUNITY SERVICE BLOCK GRANT
ACT OF 2003

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
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