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systems have passed their life expectancy:
The plumbing was installed in 1952 and most
of the electrical systems in the Secretariat
building were installed in 1949. These are
clearly outdated. The building contains asbes-
tos and it does not have sprinklers, both of
which create significant safety hazards. And,
of course, the buildings were not built with to-
day’s terrorist threats in mind. These needs
have been carefully and extensively studied
not only by the UN but also by the United
States General Accounting Office, which con-
cluded that the UN’s planning for renovation
has been reasonable.

In the President's budget released earlier
this week, he proposed that the United States
provide the United Nations with a 30-year,
$1.2 billion loan to finance the renovation, an-
other recognition of the importance of moving
forward with the renovation.

The work cannot commence without a se-
ries of preliminary steps. These include financ-
ing and constructing a new building for the UN
in New York City that the UN General Assem-
bly, UN Secretariat and other UN personnel at
UN Headquarters would occupy while the
needed renovation and reconfiguration of
Headquarters space proceeds. Due to the ex-
tent of the needed work and existing asbestos
conditions, the current Headquarters space
must be vacated until the Headquarters ren-
ovation and reconfiguration are completed.

New York City and State propose to provide
the land for the new building without cost and
to have a public benefit tax-exempt agency of
the State arrange to finance, construct and op-
erate the new building. The bonds that would
be issued under this proposal would be se-
cured by rent paid by the UN for its use of the
new building until the bonds are paid, at which
time the UN may become the owner of the
land and new building. The UN will undertake
the Headquarters renovation and reconfigura-
tion independently, including payment of the
cost for the work, without financing or other fi-
nancial assistance from New York City or
State.

Following completion of the new building,
which is estimated to cost approximately $475
million, the renovation and reconfiguration of
the UN Headquarters facilities can begin. That
work is expected to be completed in 2011
under the current schedule. When the work is
completed, the new building will permit all UN
Headquarters space and activities that are
now scattered in different locations in New
York City to be consolidated at that single lo-
cation connected directly to the renovated and
reconfigured Headquarters space.

Expeditious work on the needed renovation
and reconfiguration is very much in the inter-
est of the UN and in our national interest. The
work when completed will strengthen the ef-
fectiveness of the UN organization, address
security and life safety requirements and im-
prove efficiency, thereby significantly reducing
ongoing costs. Moreover, the work will further
cement the presence of the UN in the United
States, which not only benefits the United
States internationally but also provides sub-
stantial employment and business opportuni-
ties with tens of millions of dollars for Ameri-
cans and for New York.

We ask for your support of this important
legislation.

THE DECEMBER 22, 2003 EARTH-
QUAKE IN SAN LUIS OBISPO
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

HON. WILLIAM M. THOMAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2004

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a resolution expressing the sense
the House of Representatives with respect to
the earthquake that occurred in San Luis
Obispo County, California on December 22,
2003. Most importantly, | would like to recog-
nize and commend the public safety and law
enforcement personnel, elected officials, and
the people of San Luis Obispo County for their
courageous and effective response to this dis-
aster.

This earthquake occurred at 11:15 a.m. on
December 22, 2003. Its epicenter was in San
Luis Obispo County, approximately 6 miles
northeast of San Simeon and 24 miles north-
west of Paso Robles. The earthquake meas-
ured 6.5 on the Richter scale, the largest
quake to hit the area since 1952, and it was
felt from Los Angeles to San Francisco with
the most extensive damage occurring in the
City of Paso Robles.

Tragically two lives were lost and more than
40 persons sustained injuries. Thankfully, the
loss of additional lives was averted through
the quick and professional response provided
by the public safety and law enforcement per-
sonnel and elected officials who serve the
people of San Luis Obispo County and the
State of California.

San Luis Obispo County experienced a
massive disaster but it is evident that recovery
has begun as a result of the vibrant actions
taken by its residents and leaders. When com-
plete, this renewal will serve as a reminder of
the fierce determination displayed by the com-
munity and local, state, and federal govern-
ments to rebuild in the wake of this disaster.

Accordingly, | ask that this resolution be
supported in order to recognize and honor
those local officials, public safety and law en-
forcement personnel, and individuals, who
served San Luis Obispo County in the after-
math of this natural disaster.

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD ROA

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2004

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | pay tribute today to the life of Rich-
ard Roa. Richard recently passed away, leav-
ing a legacy of community work and commit-
ment to those he loved. He was a magnani-
mous figure who was dedicated to his family,
his friends, and his roots. It gives me no great-
er pleasure than honoring his memory today.

To all those who knew Richard, he exhibited
generosity of spirit, love for his fellow man,
and dedication to his work. He constantly chal-
lenged the status quo and was never afraid to
speak his mind, undoubtedly leaving an im-
measurable impression on his community.

The life of Richard Roa took him from River-
side, California, where he was born and
raised, to Japan and Korea, where he was as-
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signed to active duty as corporal for the 40th
Infantry Division.

After completing his military service, Richard
turned to business, working for Helgeson
Buick, before moving on to community work.
He was soon named Community Relations
Coordinator for the City of Riverside and be-
came the first president of the Casa Blanca
Community Action Group (CAG), helping to re-
dress the problems of an area that needed his
caring touch. At Casa Blanca, Richard found
himself fighting for improved housing, in-
creased business development, and the cre-
ation of important neighborhood public serv-
ices. He always advocated for those in need
and was beloved by those around him.

| join today with family and friends in paying
my respects to Richard Roa. He was a gen-
erous and gentle man who fought the good
fight and will be deeply missed by all.

———

CONGRATULATING BUSH
CHAUDHARY, ON HIS ACHIEVE-
MENT

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2004

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | proudly rise
today to congratulate Mr. Bush Chaudhary of
Providence, Rhode Island on his receipt of the
prestigious Ambassadors for Peace Award.
The Ambassadors for Peace Award is be-
stowed upon 50 outstanding American and
other international leaders for exemplary serv-
ice in the arena of interfaith reconciliation and
cooperation amongst Christians, Jews, and
Muslims. Mr. Chaudhary will be presented with
the award at a ceremony on the 4th of Feb-
ruary 2004.

As the founding President of the India Mu-
seum Heritage Society, Mr. Chaudhary has
played a tremendous role in fostering interfaith
tolerance in his community. As the past Presi-
dent of both the India Association of Rhode Is-
land and the American Freedom Coalition, Mr.
Chaudhary has served as a community leader
for over 25 years.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and | hope our col-
leagues will join me in congratulating Bush
Chaudhary for his achievement, and | wish
him great success in all of his future endeav-
ors.

———

IN MEMORY OF JOHN GELFF, SAN
JUAN CAPISTRANO CITY
COUNCILMEMBER

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2004

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
remember and pay my respects to an indi-
vidual whose contributions to his community
were exceptional. San Juan Capistrano City
Councilman John Gelff recently passed away
and today | would like the House of Rep-
resentatives to recognize his contributions to
his community.

John's life is marked by his service to com-
munity and others. He served in many public
capacities throughout Orange County during
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