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everything from the most Mickey Mouse of 
cases to the heaviest of homicides,’’ experi-
ences that would later serve him well when he 
became a Judge. 

Mr. Speaker, after sixteen years of tireless 
public service as a prosecutor for the City and 
County of San Francisco, Lenard Louie was 
appointed to a seat on the San Francisco Mu-
nicipal Court by then Governor Deukmejian. 
After serving admirably on that bench for three 
years, Governor Deukmejian then appointed 
Judge Louie to a seat on the San Francisco 
Superior Court, a position he continues to hold 
to this day. At the Superior Court Judge Louie 
utilizes a tough but fair approach, described 
by many as politely banging heads, in han-
dling cases. In fact, he is often described as 
the Emperor of Settlements for his ability to 
squeeze both sides into agreement. 

In addition to his public service in the judi-
cial system, Judge Louie is an active partici-
pant in the Chinese American community. He 
is a past National President of the Chinese 
American Alliance, a member of the Board of 
the Chinese Times Newspaper Association 
and an active member of the Louise Fong 
Kwong Family Association. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Judge Lenard D. 
Louie for his tireless hard work and exemplary 
service to the people of San Francisco and 
extending our best wishes to his wife Lily, his 
daughters and his grandchildren.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart that I rise before you today to pay 
tribute to the short but inspiring life of a citizen 
from my district. Geoffrey Zaragoza from La 
Jara, Colorado passed away recently at the 
young age of nineteen. Geoffrey was a be-
loved son, friend and sportsman who will be 
missed by all and I think it is appropriate that 
we take the time to recognize his remarkable 
young life here today. 

Geoffrey will be remembered for his love of 
the outdoors. He always looked forward to 
casting his line upon the many fishing spots 
throughout the state. Geoffrey was also an ac-
complished track athlete whose speed mes-
merized the crowds cheering on the Alamosa 
track and cross-country teams. Those in the 
community who knew Geoffrey will remember 
his devotion to always do his very best. He 
will certainly remain an inspiration to the entire 
La Jara community. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to rise before 
this body of Congress and this nation to pay 
tribute to the life of Geoffrey Zaragoza. Geof-
frey was a beloved young man who made a 
tremendous impact on his community in his 
short life. He was a loving son, a devoted fish-
erman, track athlete and a loyal friend to 
many. The La Jara community and State of 
Colorado will truly miss him. My heart goes 
out to Geoffrey’s loved ones in this difficult 
time of bereavement.

TRIBUTE TO SAMUEL KONECNY 

HON. MARION BERRY 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2004

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a great Arkansan and an out-
standing citizen; I am proud to recognize Sam-
uel Konecny in the Congress. His recent death 
was a great loss to his community, his family, 
his state and this nation. 

As a third-generation farmer and a member 
of the Arkansas State Plant Board, he was 
proud of his efforts to preserve the Grand 
Prairie. His desire to conserve was highlighted 
when he allocated 53 acres of virgin prairie to 
the Department of Arkansas Heritage and re-
ceived the Arkansas Conservationist of the 
Year award. 

Mr. Konecny served his country with distinc-
tion as a retired captain in the Arkansas Na-
tional Guard and served as company com-
mander for the local unit. He and his unit were 
deployed throughout the Central High School 
crisis and helped break the stranglehold of 
segregation when he escorted ‘‘The Little 
Rock Nine’’ safely to school. 

An avid churchgoer, Mr. Konecny was a 
member of Holy Rosary Catholic Church in 
Stuttgart. He was a 4th Degree Knights of Co-
lumbus and helped initiate the Slovak Oyster 
Supper. 

Maybe most importantly, Mr. Konecny was a 
man of great generosity both with his money 
and his time. He was instrumental in per-
suading Riceland Foods and Producers Rice 
Mill to encourage members to donate rice to 
the food program to feed the hungry. He spent 
many hours of his life helping people in need 
and performed many acts of charity through-
out his church and community. 

A devout public servant, he served as a 
supporter and legislative liaison to former Gov-
ernors Bill Clinton and Jim Guy Tucker and 
was a long-time sergeant at arms for the Ar-
kansas State Senate. Sam Konecny was a 
man of honor, religion and compassion. On 
behalf of the Congress, I extend sympathies to 
his family, and gratitude for all he did to make 
the world a better place.
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Jacob Eapen, M.D, a Frerfront, Cali-
fornia pediatrician, who is the recipient of the 
first Physician Recognition Award from the 
Medical Board of California. The California 
Medical Board, which licenses physicians 
throughout the State, created a Physician 
Recognition Task Force last year to begin an 
annual program to recognize physicians for 
outstanding service. 

On January 30, 2004, Dr. Eapen received 
the award in recognition of his career devoted 
to improving public health for the underserved 

worldwide, as well as for his current work as 
a pediatrician for Alameda County Health 
Services, where he reaches out to poor chil-
dren in East Bay communities and children 
being held at Juvenile Hall in San Leandro, 
California. 

He has been the commissioner of public 
health in Alameda County for more than four 
years. 

A native of India, Dr. Eapen graduated from 
the Tivandrum Medical College at Kerala Uni-
versity and traveled to Africa, where he 
worked as the director of the pediatric unit in 
Agha Kahn Hospital in Tanzania. He also 
worked and taught in Nigeria. 

While he was working in a Nigerian hospital, 
Dr. Eapen saw hundreds of children die from 
diseases because of malnourishment. Since 
then, he has dedicated his career to pediatric 
services for the underprivileged. He has also 
served as a United Nations’ health adviser in 
the Philippines. 

Dr. Eapen earned a master’s degree in pub-
lic health in 1984 from the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley. He completed a second resi-
dency in 1992 from Stanford University, which 
allowed him to practice in the United States. 
He has been honored by Stanford Medical 
School as one of the 40 outstanding Stanford 
Medical alumni from among 7000 graduates of 
the last sixty years. 

Dr. Eapen has embraced Public Health 
Services in an explicit attempt to foster more 
appropriate and effective policies and prac-
tices to benefit poor, underserved patients. He 
devotes his time and energy to working in the 
county health system to improve public health. 

After receiving his award, Dr. Eapen told the 
Medical Board of California that epidemics 
have no borders, and he also spoke against 
the potential closure of clinics in Alameda 
County, California, because of costs. 

Dr. Eapen epitomizes the essence of the 
award he received from the Medical Board. He 
is indeed dedicated to improving public health 
care and is working daily to usher in real 
changes in the lives of people. To quote Dr. 
Eapen: ‘‘There’s so much to be done.’’
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, last week a 
prominent thinker and actor in American for-
eign policy passed away. Ambassador Warren 
Zimmermann died on Tuesday, February 3, 
from pancreatic cancer. He was a career for-
eign service officer, who later taught at both 
Johns Hopkins and Columbia universities. 

I had the honor and privilege of working with 
Ambassador Zimmermann in the late 1980s 
and early 1990s. Our collaboration began 
when he was chosen to represent the United 
States at the Vienna Follow-Up Meeting of the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. At the time, I was Chairman of the 
Helsinki Commission. Under his leadership, 
State Department officers and Commission 
staff together formed the basis of the U.S. del-
egation. Ambassador Zimmermann recognized 
the talent, expertise and political support of-
fered by the Commission and ensured that bu-
reaucratic hurdles would not jeopardize its in-
tegration and effectiveness. 
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