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Clinton Administration. Mr. Perreault also 
served as Chief Executive Officer in Medical 
Centers in Newington, Connecticut; Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania; Atlanta, Georgia and 
Charleston, South Carolina. While in Atlanta 
and Charleston, he served in a dual role as 
VA’s service line executive for primary care for 
a network of VA providers throughout Georgia, 
Alabama and South Carolina. Throughout his 
distinguished VA career, Bob Perreault ea-
gerly and enthusiastically assumed challenges 
and provided leadership to VA programs, with 
his eye always fixed squarely on the health 
care needs of veterans. 

In May 2002, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs appointed Mr. Perreault Chief Business 
Officer of the Veterans Health Administration 
(VHA). He was recruited to this key role be-
cause of his wealth of experience in field facili-
ties and Central Office. In this new role, he 
brought invigorated leadership to VHA busi-
ness functions to include improved eligibility 
determinations, significantly higher first- and 
third-party collections activities and improved 
patient administration policy. Mr. Perreault co-
ordinated VHA’s implementation of the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 
1996 (HIPAA), aided the establishment of the 
new ‘‘VA Advantage’’ Medicare coordination 
program, improved management of the fee-
basis and contract care programs, and pro-
vided more focused direction to VA’s 
CHAMPVA program, among a myriad of activi-
ties within his jurisdiction or persuasion. 

Mr. Perreault twice was awarded the Presi-
dential Meritorious Rank Award for career sen-
ior executives, and received numerous other 
national recognitions and performance awards 
during his career. Employing his vast institu-
tional knowledge and business acumen, Rob-
ert Perreault has proven time and again he is 
a true and loyal friend to America’s veterans. 

On behalf of the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, I want to thank Robert Perreault for his 
steadfast and intrepid service to the Nation’s 
veterans and the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.
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Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of the great city of Deerfield Beach, in 
Florida’s 22nd Congressional District. All Flo-
ridians can be proud of the rich history and 
cultural contributions Broward County’s north-
ernmost city has made over the past 77 years. 

Today, visitors from around the world travel 
to Deerfield Beach for some of the most pris-
tine beaches in the state of Florida. In fact, the 
City was awarded the Blue Wave award as a 
premier tourist destination in the year 2000. 
When travelers visit our fine city, they will find 
not only exceptional beaches and natural 
beauty, they can also enjoy any one of our 
four sites on the National Register of Historic 
Places: the 1920 Old School House, the 1923 
James D. and Alice Butler House (now the 
Butler House Museum), the 1926 Deerfield 
School (now Deerfield Beach Elementary 
School), and the 1926 Seaboard Coastline 
Railway Station (now the Tri-Rail Station). 

Deerfield Beach also has beautiful, well-main-
tained parks, boat ramps, tennis courts, and 
playgrounds. 

For all of these reasons and more, many 
people chose to call Deerfield Beach home. 
The city has grown to almost 65,000 residents 
who make their living in one of the more than 
5,000 businesses ranging from small ‘‘mom & 
pop’’ retailers, to major nationwide corpora-
tions. 

The city has indeed seen phenomenal 
growth and prosperity mark the last few years 
and as such, I would like to extend my con-
gratulations and support to The Honorable Al-
bert Capellini, Mayor of Deerfield Beach. Mr. 
Speaker, may everyone who participates in 
the 57th Annual Founders’ Days Festival of 
Deerfield Beach enjoy all this wonderful city by 
the sea has to offer.
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, six months 
ago tomorrow, a man with a fake FBI vest and 
fake badge killed a man and wounded an-
other. Today, I am introducing the Badge and 
Uniform Security Trustworthiness Act of 2003 
in honor of the victims—Raymond L. Batzel 
and Joseph B. Doud. 

On August 12, 2003, a man carrying a 
sawed-off shotgun, wearing a wig and bullet-
proof vest with the printed initials ‘‘FBI’’, and 
carrying what looked like a law enforcement 
badge walked into the Xerox employee credit 
union and killed one man and shot another. 
This man posing as a federal law enforcement 
officer turned a robbery into a murder. FBI offi-
cials believe that the vest and the badge were 
fakes. Six months later, the killer has still not 
been caught. Would this have happened if the 
murder did not have access to a fake badge 
and bulletproof vest? 

Mr. Speaker, this bill will expand the current 
federal criminal ban on fake police badges to 
include police uniforms and other insignia. 
Right now it is legal for people to buy, sell, or 
own fake FBI insignia or badges used by Cus-
toms officials at our borders. As never before, 
Americans are facing the possibility of ter-
rorism and violence within our borders. We 
are increasingly relying on our local, state, and 
federal law officials to keep the public safe. 
However, we must be able to depend on them 
without worrying that the ‘‘officer’’ is an imper-
sonator. Law enforcement needs for us to 
trust them without hesitation, but the trust can-
not be complete unless we take steps to stop 
the flow of fake public safety officer uniforms. 

Unfortunately, the threat goes beyond the 
terrifying reality of this case in which a man in 
a fake FBI bulletproof vest tried to rob a bank. 
The threat reaches out to land border cross-
ings, airports, and seaports. Officers with the 
Bureau of Customs and Border Security and 
the Bureau of Immigration and Customs En-
forcement work to keep terrorists from enter-
ing or staying in the country and to prevent 
the dangerous materials and weapons used 
by terrorists from entering the country. We 
cannot afford to have a man with fake creden-

tials standing on the Peace Bridge at the US–
Canadian border, allowing terrorists or their 
weapons to enter the United States. By pro-
hibiting the buying, selling, and use of false 
safety officer badges and other insignia, we 
are not only increasing domestic security, but 
also honoring the lives of Raymond L. Batzel 
and Joseph B. Doud. We must learn from the 
terrible events of August 12, 2003, and keep 
law enforcement insignia out of the hands of 
other would-be criminals or terrorists. Other-
wise we are vulnerable to potential menace 
from within our borders and outside of our bor-
ders.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Mr. Michael 
Slachta, Jr., Assistant Inspector General for 
Auditing, who retired on January 2, 2004, after 
36 years of Federal service—32 of which were 
served at the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA). 

Mike’s distinguished career began with serv-
ice in the U.S. Navy from May 1966 to Feb-
ruary 1970, including a one-year tour as a 
corpsman with the Third Marines in the Re-
public of Vietnam. As a result of his out-
standing service, Mike was awarded the 
Bronze Star with Combat V, Purple Heart, 
Combat Action Ribbon, Meritorious Unit Cita-
tion, and Vietnam Service Medal with Fleet 
Marine Force Combat Insignia. 

Mike attended the University of Pittsburgh 
on the Vietnam-era GI Bill and graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree in biology. In 1971, he 
joined VA as an adjudicator at the Regional 
Office in Detroit, Michigan. In 1974, Mike 
moved to Washington, DC and joined the In-
ternal Audit Service to work on the develop-
ment of the Inspector General Act. 

In 1978, Mike transferred to Hyattsville, 
Maryland to serve as Director of the Eastern 
Field Office of Audit. In 1980, he returned to 
the District of Columbia to serve as Acting As-
sistant Inspector General for Auditing. In 1982, 
he was appointed Deputy Assistant Inspector 
General for Regional Audits, and in 1983 he 
was appointed Deputy Assistant Inspector 
General for Headquarters Audits. In 1991, Mr. 
Slachta was named Deputy Assistant Inspec-
tor General for Auditing. 

On March 12, 2000, Mike was appointed 
Assistant Inspector General for Auditing, the 
position he held until his retirement. In this ca-
pacity, he directed 166 auditors and support 
staff located at eight Inspector General offices 
across the country. In the last decade, under 
Mike’s direction, the Office of Audit rec-
ommended actions that had potential cost effi-
ciencies of over $7 billion, which greatly im-
proved VA program effectiveness and quality 
of services to beneficiaries. 

A testament to the significant contributions 
and commitment of Mike Slachta are his many 
awards and recognitions. In 1991 and 2000, 
Mike received the Senior Executive Service 
Presidential Rank Award of Meritorious Execu-
tive. In 2001, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
appointed him to the VA Claims Processing 
Task Force, where he served with distinction. 
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