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sense, all decency, any appreciation for
the magnitude of the sacrifice given by
any veteran under any circumstances.

She ought to apologize. She ought to
be ashamed. How low does political dis-
course in this country have to go be-
fore somebody says ‘‘enough”? How
could you possibly say things like this
for political gain, recognizing that this
isn’t just an affront to one soldier but
to all soldiers? To minimize sacrifice,
and to minimize the extraordinary cir-
cumstances of one’s life as a result of
that sacrifice, is just inexplicable.

I am grateful to the Senator from
Rhode Island for his passion, his words,
and for the effort he has made tonight
to set the record straight.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant journal clerk proceeded
to call the roll.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ENERGY PACKAGE
CONSIDERATION

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I want to
take a minute to let colleagues known
what the Democratic leader and I have
discussed with respect to consideration
of an energy package.

The Chairman of the Energy Com-
mittee has been working hard, along
with others, to put together a slimmed-
down energy package that addresses
some of the concerns that members of
the Senate had with the conference re-
port last fall. While there was some in-
terest in addressing energy amend-
ments on the highway bill, the Demo-
cratic Leader and I agreed that we will
instead consider energy separately
from highways.

Under this agreement, I will Rule 14
an energy package and put it before
the Senate in an expeditious way. We
will consider it as quickly as possible,
in a constrained manner, with as few
amendments as possible. Senator
DASCHLE and I will seek to get an
agreement to limit amendments, but if
that is not possible, we understand
that it my be necessary to file cloture
to move the process along. The goal
would not be to preclude any Member’s
right to offer an amendment, but to en-
sure that the Senate has an oppor-
tunity to decide: do we want to con-
sider a slimmed-down energy package,
or not?

So, for the information of colleagues,
that is how Senator DASCHLE and I
have agreed to handle energy issues in
the immediate future. I would now
yield to the Democratic leader for his
comments.

Mr. President, this is indeed how the
Majority Leader and I have agreed to
proceed with respect to the consider-
ation of an energy package.

I believe this is the most appropriate
way to proceed, and I appreciate work-
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ing with the Majority Leader to reach
this understanding.

THE DEFICIT OF DECENCY

Mr. MILLER. The Old Testament
prophet, Amos, was a sheep herder who
lived back in the Judean hills, away
from the larger cities of Bethlehem and
Jerusalem. Compared to the intellec-
tual urbanites like Isaiah and Jere-
miah, Amos was just an unsophisti-
cated country hick. But Amos had a
unique grasp of political and social
issues, and his poetic literary skill was
among the best of all the prophets.

That familiar quote of Martin Luther
King, Jr.:

Justice will rush down like waters and
righteousness like a mighty stream. . . .

Those are Amos’s words.

Amos was the first to propose the
concept of a universal God and not just
some tribal deity. He also wrote that
God demanded moral purity, not rit-
uals and sacrifices.

This blunt-speaking moral con-
science of his time warns, in Chapter 8,
verse 11 of the Book of Amos, as if he
were speaking to us today:

The days will come, sayeth the Lord God,
that I will send a famine in the land. Not a
famine of bread or of thirst for water, but of
hearing the word of the Lord.

And they shall wander from sea to sea and
from the north even to the east. They shall
run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord,
and shall not find it.

“A famine in the land,” has anyone
more accurately described the situa-
tion we face in America today? A fam-
ine of ‘‘hearing the word of the Lord.”
Some will say Amos was just an Old
Testament prophet who lived 700 years
before Christ.

That is true. So how about one of the
most influential historians of modern
times, Arnold Toynbee, who wrote the
acclaimed 12-volume ‘A Study of His-
tory.” He once declared:

Of the 22 civilizations that have appeared
in history, 19 of them have collapsed when
they reached the moral state America is in
today.

Toynbee died in 1975, before seeing
the worst that was yet to come. Yes,
Arnold Toynbee saw the famine, ‘‘the
famine of hearing the word of the
Lord,” whether it is removing a display
of the Ten Commandments from a
courthouse or of a nativity scene from
a city square, whether it is eliminating
prayer in the city schools or elimi-
nating ‘“‘under God’” in the Pledge of
Allegiance, whether it is making a
mockery of the sacred institution of
marriage between a man and a woman,
or, yes, telecasting around the world
made-in-the-USA filth masquerading
as entertainment.

The culture of far left America was
displayed in a startling way during the
Super Bowl’s now infamous half-time
show, a show brought to us on behalf of
the Value-Les Moonves and the pagan
temple of Viacom-Babylon.

I asked the question yesterday: How
many of you have ever run over a

S1271

skunk with your car? I know the Presi-
dent has, somewhere over there around
Frog Hollow. I have, many times. I can
tell you that the stink stays around for
a long time. You can take the car
through a carwash and it is still there.
So the scent of this event will long lin-
ger in the nostrils of America.

I am not talking just about an ex-
posed mammary gland with a pull-tab
attached to it. Really, no one should
have been too surprised with that.
Wouldn’t you expect a bumping, hump-
ing, trashy routine entitled ‘“I'm Going
To Get You Naked” to end that way?

Does any responsible adult ever lis-
ten to the words of this rap-crap? I
would quote you some of it, but the
Sergeant at Arms would throw me out
of this Chamber, as well he should.

Then there was that prancing, danc-
ing, strutting, rutting guy, evidently
suffering from jock itch because he
kept yelling and grabbing his crotch.
But, then, maybe there is a culture of
crotch grabbing in this country I don’t
know about. But as bad as all that was,
the thing that yanked my chain the
hardest was seeing this ignoramus with
his pointed head stuck up through a
hole he had cut in the flag of the
United States of America, screaming
about having ‘‘a bottle of scotch and
watching lots of crotch.”

Think about that. This is the same
flag to which we pledge allegiance.
This is the same flag that is draped
over coffins of dead young uniformed
warriors, killed while protecting Kid
Crock’s boney butt. He should be
tarred and feathered and ridden out of
this country on a rail. You talk about
a good reality show? That would be
one.

The desire and will of this Congress
to meaningfully do anything about any
of these so-called social issues is non-
existent and embarrassingly disgrace-
ful. The American people are waiting
and growing impatient with us. They
want something done.

I am pleased to be a cosponsor of S.J.
Res. 26, along with Senator ALLARD
and others, proposing an amendment to
the Constitution of the United States
relating to marriage; and S. 1558, the
Liberties Restoration Act, which de-
clares religious liberty rights in sev-
eral ways, including the Pledge of Alle-
giance and the display of the Ten Com-
mandments.

Today, I join Senator SHELBY and
others with the Constitution Restora-
tion Act of 2004 that limits the juris-
diction of Federal courts in certain
ways.

In doing so, I stand shoulder to shoul-
der, not only with my Senate cospon-
sors and Chief Justice Roy Moore of
Alabama, but more importantly with
our Founding Fathers in the concep-
tion of religious liberty and the ter-
ribly wrong direction our modern judi-
ciary has taken us.

Everyone today seems to think the
U.S. Constitution expressly provides
for separation of church and state. I
guess you could ask any 10 people if
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