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people is numerous. But, while it is the gov-
ernment’s responsibility to provide assistance 
to the needy and fund programs for our chil-
dren and seniors, it is intolerable to provide 
these services at the cost of leaving a crip-
pling burden of debt on our children and 
grandchildren. 

When Congress passed the budget last 
year, it required us to identify ways to elimi-
nate waste, fraud and abuse. A task force was 
put together that was asked to report its find-
ings. Since then, Congress and the General 
Accounting Office have identified over $85 bil-
lion in waste and fraud in government pro-
grams. 

There are quite a few outrageous examples 
of wasteful Federal spending. The Energy and 
Commerce Committee reported that by elimi-
nating double-payments for welfare and Med-
icaid the Federal Government could save $3.7 
billion over 10 years. The Education and 
Workforce Committee found that the govern-
ment could save $340 million each year by al-
lowing the Internal Revenue Service to verify 
the income eligibility of Pell Grant applicants. 
The Judiciary Committee reported that the De-
partment of Justice spends about $2 million a 
year more than necessary on employee train-
ing. 

There are also numerous examples of dupli-
cative programs. The Federal Government has 
over 50 different programs in eight Federal 
agencies to assist the homeless. Sixteen of 
those programs are specifically reserved for 
the homeless. Most of these programs have 
different eligibility standards and application 
procedures, making it difficult for the homeless 
population to receive help. The Federal Gov-
ernment operates 342 programs working in 
economic development. Six agencies and 26 
programs serve to build roads and streets. 
Seven agencies and 31 programs fund water 
and sewer-related activities. 

Mr. Speaker, while these findings are a 
great step in reducing government spending 
there is still more work to be done. The per-
centage of waste in the Federal Government 
would be intolerable in the private sector. I be-
lieve that with further investigation and inquiry, 
we can find even more examples of waste, 
fraud and abuse. Congress should be ac-
countable for every dollar of the taxpayer’s 
money. By reducing waste and duplication we 
can create a slimmer, more effective govern-
ment. With a government as large and as far-
reaching as that of the United States, small 
mistakes and oversights can amount to mil-
lions of dollars of waste. Correcting those mis-
takes and saving these dollars should be a 
priority for every member of Congress. Work-
ing Americans deserve the best possible gov-
ernment at the lowest possible cost. 

Waste is a symptom of an ineffective gov-
ernment. Combating waste does not imply 
hostility toward government, but a desire to 
strengthen government programs so that they 
can serve constituents effectively. I believe it 
is possible to continue funding our priorities 
while also remaining fiscally responsible. By 
seeking to balance the budget we can bring 
accountability to government programs and 
departments.
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Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Master Sergeant 
Rodger F. Dewey. 

Master Sergeant Dewey, a career Marine, 
will be retiring after 24 years of honorable and 
faithful service to this country. 

Master Sergeant Dewey has served with 
distinction. He enlisted in the Marine Corps in 
1980 while still in High School. He has had 
numerous duty assignments. Some of these 
assignments included the Naval Academy, 
Marine Barracks Washington, DC, the 1989 
Presidential Inauguration Committee and the 
Navy and Marine Corps Liaison Office for the 
House of Representatives. 

Master Sergeant Dewey provided incredible 
support to the Members of Congress. While in 
the Liaison Office, he addressed congres-
sional inquiries fielding constituent questions. 
Master Sergeant Dewey was instrumental in 
educating Members and staff about the poli-
cies and goals for the Department of Navy 
and the Marine Corps. 

Master Dewey has volunteered in many or-
ganizations and programs both with the Ma-
rine Corps and throughout Baltimore County. 
Over the past 6 years he has been instru-
mental in providing gifts and food for families 
in Eastern Baltimore County and Annapolis. 
As the Toys for Tots Coordinator he has col-
lected and distributed over 90,000 toys to 
those children in need. Also, with the help of 
his wife Betty, a Baltimore County Police Offi-
cer, they have distributed over 600 holiday 
food baskets to families in the Dundalk and 
Essex areas. His satisfaction is in seeing the 
families and the children sharing a happy holi-
day. 

In 2003 Master Sergeant Dewey was se-
lected as the Naval Cryptologic Veterans As-
sociation’s Marine of the Year for 2002. This 
award is presented to the Marine that best 
supports the Naval Cryptologic missions. As 
Administrative Chief for a Battalion consisting 
of eight separate and remote companies co-lo-
cated with the Navy Security Group Activities 
and National Intelligence Agency sites around 
the world, Master Sergeant Dewey’s superior 
sustained performance was noteworthy. 
Through his dynamic leadership and unswerv-
ing dedication to duty, he ensured that Marine 
Cryptologic Support Battalion was successful 
in every endeavor, and he personally ensured 
every company’s overall administrative re-
quirements were fully met; regardless of 
where the company was; the United Kingdom, 
Hawaii, and throughout the United States. 

The Marine Corps has been a career and 
home to Master Sergeant Dewey for 24 years. 
He has touched the lives of all who he has 
come in contact with. His leadership and guid-
ance will be missed. The Marine’s of his past 
and present will miss him. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking Master Sergeant Dewey for his 
service to the United States Marine Corps and 
to our Nation.
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Justin Bearden, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 65, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Justin has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
9 years Justin has been involved with scout-
ing, he has earned 28 merit badges and has 
held numerous leadership positions, serving 
as patrol leader, assistant patrol leader, and 
troop guide. Justin has also been inducted into 
the Order of the Arrow as an Ordeal member. 

Justin’s Eagle Scout project was the res-
toration of the exterior of the Patterson As-
sembly of God Parsonage. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Justin Bearden for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I stand today to 
recognize the numerous contributions of Mr. 
Raul Vargas of the University of Southern 
California (USC). For more than three dec-
ades, Mr. Vargas has pioneered higher edu-
cation accessibility for minority students in 
southern California and throughout America. 

A graduate of prestigious universities, in-
cluding the University of Southern California, 
former Army veteran and life-long educator, 
Mr. Vargas is one of the nine founding mem-
bers of the Mexican American Alumni Associa-
tion (MAAA) at USC. Under his leadership, the 
MAAA and its supporters have provided un-
precedented financial assistance to Latino stu-
dents entering USC since 1974. Totaling over 
$10 million, the MAAA has awarded nearly 
6,000 scholarships to outstanding Latino un-
dergraduate and graduate students. For this 
reason, the MAAA is currently the largest and 
most prestigious Hispanic alumni association 
in the nation. 

Since its inception in 1974, the MAAA has 
raised a major portion of its scholarship 
money from its Annual Scholarship Dinner in 
February and its Scholarship Golf Classic 
Tournament in June. The Scholarship Dinner, 
the elder of the two events, draws hundreds of 
USC alumni, donors, and supporters and 
raises hundreds of thousands of dollars each 
year. Within the last 10 years, the success of 
the two annual events has helped the USC 
MAAA’s Endowment Fund to now proudly ex-
ceed $2 million. 

Mr. Vargas has been recognized by promi-
nent institutions and organizations. He was 
named Hispanic of the Year by the National 
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