
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1040 March 11, 2004
Another one is a plant closed, every-

thing sells, from Verona, Pennsylvania. 
Here are two complete stamping and 

machine tool shops closing. They are 
selling all their equipment. They are 
looking for buyers. This is from Oak 
Brook, Illinois. 

Here is a plant closing, everything 
must sell, from North Carolina. 

Another one here from Marion, Ohio, 
complete shop close-out auction. The 
absolute auction, Cuyahoga Falls, 
Ohio, in my district, complete liquida-
tion of the Cuyahoga Falls plant. 

Precision C&C job shop downsizing 
because of outsourcing, from 
Scottsboro, Alabama. 

Another one from Massachusetts, 
large-capacity fabricating and machine 
shop closing. 

Another one, 3 days, two tremendous 
public auctions, two companies, ma-
chinery and equipment and real estate. 
Plant closed, everything must go, real 
estate for sale. 

Another company, plant closed, ev-
erything sells. 

Another one from Ross, Ohio, plant 
closing due to relocation overseas. 

Another one from Medina, Ohio, fa-
cility closed, all must go. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not think the 
President understands the depths of 
this problem in this country. These are 
companies, hundreds and hundreds and 
hundreds of companies representing 
hundreds of thousands of workers who 
are going out of business, who are 
downsizing, who are shipping their jobs 
overseas; yet the President says that 
he supports outsourcing, that 
outsourcing is a good thing. 

The President needs to look in the 
eye of some of those 800,000 workers in 
this country who have seen their un-
employment compensation expire in 
the last 3 months, and this Republican 
Congress refuses to extend those bene-
fits. It is not just 800,000 workers. It is 
800,000 families; it is millions of chil-
dren; it is communities; it is our 
schools. Everyone is affected by the 
plant closings. 

The President’s answer, if there is 
bad economic news, and if he looked at 
some of these plant closings, fire sales, 
going out of business auction bro-
chures, he would say we need to do 
more tax cuts for the wealthy, maybe 
some of it will trickle down and create 
jobs; we need to do more trade agree-
ments like NAFTA. That is the Presi-
dent’s answer to every bad piece of eco-
nomic news. When the President sees 
unemployment goes up, he says more 
tax cuts for the most privileged and 
more trade agreements that hemor-
rhage jobs overseas. 

When the President sees bad eco-
nomic numbers, terrible trade deficits, 
the highest in history, our trade deficit 
with China alone is now $124 billion, 
and that is where a lot of these compa-
nies are going, the President’s answer 
is we need more trade agreements like 
NAFTA and tax cuts for the wealthiest 
people in the country. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to pass Crane-
Rangel, which will give incentives for 

domestic manufacturers and small 
businesses. We need to extend unem-
ployment compensation to those 800,000 
families.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ISSA). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from California 
(Mr. DREIER) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. DREIER addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FILNER addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GINGREY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

ECONOMIC GROWTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Tennessee (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, a 
few months ago I came down to the 
floor to talk about our economy and 
the steps that President Bush and Con-
gress have taken to offset the recession 
and the trillion-dollar impact of Sep-
tember 11 on our economy. 

Part of my remarks that day focused 
on tax relief and the effect it has had 
in helping our families, working fami-
lies, and small businesses weather what 
has been some tough economic times; 
and I think it is important that we re-
iterate our support for tax relief be-
cause there are those across the aisle 
who are increasingly supportive of rais-
ing your tax bill. I want to let my con-
stituents in the Seventh Congressional 
District of Tennessee know that I am 
standing beside tax relief legislation. I 
stand with cutting their tax bills. 

In 2003 under Republican leadership 
and under Republican tax legislation, 
91 million taxpayers received on aver-
age a tax cut in the amount of $1,126. 
This is real relief for 91 million Ameri-
cans. So when the rhetoric from the 
other side of the aisle starts flying that 
tax relief is only for the rich, you can 
judge for yourself whether you think 91 
million Americans would consider 
themselves rich. 

A few months ago, candidates for the 
Democratic nomination were all call-
ing for tax increases. Virtually all of 
them opposed the tax relief which has 
allowed 91 million Americans to keep 
more of their hard-earned paychecks. 
On July 28, a Washington Post column 

proclaimed: ‘‘Candidates Not Shying 
Away From Tax Talk: Candidates Dis-
cuss Raises, Not Cuts.’’

It is important to note they may 
think you can tax your way to pros-
perity, but you cannot. You cannot. We 
know that it is important to leave that 
money with the taxpayer. Well, today 
we have a single Democratic candidate, 
and he is on record for raising some in-
come tax brackets to pre-Bush levels. 
The question every American needs to 
consider is this: Why should we raise 
taxes? What do higher taxes do to the 
economy? It is a simple answer: higher 
taxes take capital out of the private 
sector and give government more 
money to spend. 

I think a vast majority of Americans, 
and I know the folks in my district, 
know that higher taxes do not grow our 
economy; they grow the government. 

Something else I think the American 
people should know is that the tax re-
lief that we have passed, the tax relief 
responsible for giving 91 million Ameri-
cans an average of $1,126 in relief last 
year is not permanent. In short, this 
tax relief will end in 2011; and at that 
point, virtually all taxpayers will start 
facing higher tax bills. Democrats 
largely do not support making this re-
lief permanent. Americans will again 
be subject to the marriage tax, the 
death tax. A family of four making 
$36,268 will see a tax hike of over $2,000; 
that is if we do not make permanent 
our tax relief legislation, and that is 
something that we are working to do. 

The President and this Congress are 
working to ensure that this relief is 
permanent, and I look forward to the 
debate because we are on the side of 
lower taxes, economic growth, not tax 
hikes and big government. We are for 
leaving the money with those who earn 
it.

f 

MCGOVERN-DOLE FOOD FOR 
EDUCATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, cur-
rently there are more than 300 million 
chronically hungry children in the 
world. Around 130 million of these chil-
dren, mainly girls, do not attend 
school. The rest go to school hungry, 
severely limiting their ability to learn. 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
McGovern-Dole International Food for 
Education Program is helping to 
change this grim reality. One exciting 
example of this program is taking 
place in Afghanistan where World Vi-
sion is making a difference in the lives 
of 37,000 children. 

In Afghanistan, 52 percent of children 
under 5 are malnourished. Access to 
education is extremely limited, and the 
quality of education, when available, is 
poor. The Taliban largely excluded 
girls from formal education, and 
women were prohibited from teaching. 
The World Bank estimates the primary 
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