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Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands (TTPI) es-
tablished by the United Nations and adminis-
tered by the United States. This alliance obli-
gated the United States to foster the develop-
ment of self-governance and promote eco-
nomic, social, and educational advancement
of the people of the RMI.

However, on March 1, 1954, at 6:45 a.m., at
the Bikini Atoll in the Marshall Islands, the
United States detonated the Bravo shot, a 15
megaton hydrogen bomb 1,000 times more
powerful than the bomb dropped on Hiro-
shima. Acknowledged as the greatest nuclear
explosion ever detonated, the Bravo test va-
porized 6 islands and created a mushroom
cloud 25 miles in diameter.

While U.S. servicemen on Rongerik Atoll
were evacuated within hours of the blast,
Marshallese residents of Utirik and Rongelap
were left behind for at least a day, resulting in
their exposure to significant radiation. At the
time of their removal, the people of these
atolls were already suffering burns and loss of
hair.

Also returned prematurely to their atolls, the
people of Rongelap and Utirik received addi-
tional exposure causing many to believe that
they were used to study the effects of radi-
ation on human beings. Recently declassified
information contains strong indications that
human experimentation using the people of
the exposed atolls was indeed part of the nu-
clear testing program in the Marshall Islands.

These tests exposed the people of the Mar-
shalls to severe health problems and genetic
anomalies for generations to come. Yet the
United States has not made good on its prom-
ise to compensate citizens of the Marshall Is-
lands for loss or damage to property and per-
son resulting from the nuclear testing program
which the Government of the United States
conducted in the Marshall Islands between
June 30, 1946 and August 18, 1958.

From 1946 to 1958, the United States deto-
nated 67 nuclear weapons in the Marshall Is-
lands, representing nearly 80 percent of all at-
mospheric tests ever conducted by the United
States. If one were to calculate the net yield
of these tests, it would be equivalent to the
detonation of 1.7 Hiroshima bombs every day
for 12 years.

Conducted in peacetime, the effects of the
U.S. nuclear testing program in the Marshall
Islands continues to be devastating and funds
provided by the United States under the Com-
pact of Free Association are grossly inad-
equate to provide for health care, environ-
mental monitoring, personal injury claims, or
land and property damage. | believe the sur-
vivors of U.S. atomic tests conducted in the
Marshall Islands deserve just compensation
and | am pleased that at a minimum H. Con.
Res. 364 recognizes the historic contribution
the people of the Marshall Islands have made
in the cold-war struggle to preserve inter-
national peace and promote nuclear disar-
mament.

Today, the RMI provides use of its islands
for the United States to develop a deployable
missile defense system to reduce the risks of
nuclear missile attacks and this is just another
example of the RMI’'s unmatched record of
working in conjunction with the leadership of
the United States in pursuit of international
peace and security. | commend the people of
the Marshalls for their commitment to the
rights and well-being of the peoples of the
world and | recognize with solemn regard the
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sacrifices they have made so that you and |
and future generations may live in peace.

| commend Chairman RICHARD POMBO of
the House Resources Committee for intro-
ducing this legislation of which | am an original
cosponsor. | thank my good friend for his lead-
ership and for recently leading a congressional
delegation to the Pacific Territories where we
met with island leaders, including those from
the Marshall Islands. Chairman POMBO invited
Secretary Gale Norton to accompany us on
this visit and | commend both the Secretary
and the chairman for traveling to the Pacific
Territories to see firsthand the difficulties we
are facing in the region.

As the ranking member of the House Inter-
national Relations Subcommittee on Asia and
the Pacific, | also want to thank Chairman Jim
LEACH of the Subcommittee on Asia and the
Pacific for sponsoring this legislation and for
working with Chairman PoOmMBO and me to
move this legislation to the International Rela-
tions Committee for mark-up. | also thank
Chairman HENRY HYDE and Ranking Member
Tom LANTOS of the International Relations
Committee for their support.

Finally, on behalf of the people of American
Samoa, | again recognize with solemn regard
the sacrifices our Pacific Island cousins have
made in pursuit of international peace and |
am hopeful that one day the U.S. Congress
will declare March 1 as a national day of re-
membrance for the survivors of U.S. nuclear
tests in the Marshall Islands.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BAss). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. HARRIS) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution, H. Con. Res. 364.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 1 p.m.), the House
stood in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

————
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The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SIMPSON) at 2 o’clock and
10 minutes p.m.

March 17, 2004

RELATING TO THE LIBERATION OF
THE IRAQI PEOPLE AND THE
VALIANT SERVICE OF THE
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES
AND COALITION FORCES

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
House Resolution 561, | call up the res-
olution (H. Res. 557) relating to the lib-
eration of the Iraqi people and the val-
iant service of the United States
Armed Forces and Coalition forces, and
ask for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of House Resolution 557 is as
follows:

H. REsS. 557

Whereas Saddam Hussein and his regime
committed crimes against humanity, sys-
tematically violating the human rights of
Iraqis and citizens of other countries;

Whereas Saddam Hussein’s terror regime
subjected the Iraqi people to murder, tor-
ture, rape, and amputation;

Whereas on March 16, 1988, Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime had and unleashed weapons of
mass destruction against Kurdish citizens,
Killing nearly 5,000 of them;

Whereas as many as 270 mass grave sites,
containing the remains of as many as 400,000
victims of Saddam Hussein’s regime, have
been found in Iragq;

Whereas rape was used to intimidate the
Iraqi population, with victims often raped in
front of their families;

Whereas the regime punished the Marsh
Arabs by draining the marshlands, which
created hundreds of thousands of refugees
and caused an ecological catastrophe;

Whereas the Iraq Liberation Act of 1998
(Public Law 105-338), passed by the House of
Representatives by a vote of 360 to 38, made
it United States policy to support efforts to
remove from power the regime headed by
Saddam Hussein;

Whereas with the Iraqi regime failing to
comply with 16 previously adopted United
Nations Security Council resolutions, the
Security Council unanimously approved Res-
olution 1441 on November 8, 2002, declaring
that Iraq ‘“‘has been and remains in material
breach of its obligations under relevant reso-
lutions, including resolution 687 (1991), in
particular through lIraqg’s failure to cooper-
ate with United Nations inspectors’’; and

Whereas on October 10, 2002, the House of
Representatives passed the Authorization for
Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolu-
tion of 2002 (Public Law 107-243) and on
March 19, 2003, the United States initiated
military operations in Iragq: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) affirms that the United States and the
world have been made safer with the removal
of Saddam Hussein and his regime from
power in Iraq;

(2) commends the lIraqi people for their
courage in the face of unspeakable oppres-
sion and brutality inflicted on them by Sad-
dam Hussein’s regime;

(3) commends the Iraqi people on the adop-
tion of Iraqg’s interim constitution; and

(4) commends the members of the United
States Armed Forces and Coalition forces for
liberating Irag and expresses its gratitude
for their valiant service.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 561, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. HYDE) and
the gentleman from California (Mr.
LANTOS) each will control 2 hours.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. HYDE).
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