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CAMBRIA COUNTY’S 200TH 

BIRTHDAY 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2004

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate Cambria County, Pennsylvania, 
as it celebrates its 200th Birthday. Having 
adopted the ancient name for Wales, Cambria 
is a county rich with culture, beauty, and nat-
ural resources. This picturesque region was 
designated on March 26, 1804, as Cambria 
County, when parts of Huntingdon, Somerset 
and Bedford counties merged together. 

In the last 200 years industrialization has 
dictated the progression of this land. The vast 
opportunities for employment in coal mining, 
iron production, and railroad construction 
throughout the nineteenth century attracted an 
eclectic group of workers. With origins pri-
marily in Wales, Ireland, and Germany, the 
newly settled immigrants bore the cuts, 
bruises, fatigue and pain necessary to plant 
the seeds for a prosperous new county. 

In 1825, coal mining became the largest in-
dustry in the region, not only illuminating 
countless homes, but contributing greatly to 
the bustling Pennsylvania steel industry. From 
the production of steel and iron came the con-
struction of the Allegheny Portage Railroad, 
and only 20 years later, the invaluable Penn-
sylvania Railroad. Despite having to endure 
several natural catastrophes, including severe 
flooding and multiple mine disasters, the re-
gion continued to flourish and provide the nec-
essary resources for this young nation so that 
it was able to grow. 

For 200 years the citizens of Cambria Coun-
ty have remained loyal and committed to in-
dustry—the very roots upon which this com-
munity was founded. The rich history that has 
been told through the sweat and tears of 
Cambria’s past inhabitants parallels the history 
of our Nation. As you immerse yourselves in 
this celebration of Cambria County’s 200th 
Birthday, you are learning about the people 
and the events that formed the very founda-
tion of the United States of America. 

Today, the people of Cambria County have 
every reason to be proud of the progress that 
has been made. Your efforts have and will 
continue to benefit your children, the very 
heart of this celebration, who will guide this 
county and this nation into a successful future. 

Happy Birthday Cambria County!
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GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2004

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, this Thursday, 
March 25th, the people of Greece will mark 
the 183rd anniversary of their independence 
from the Ottoman Empire. 

The modem state of Greece was born from 
a protracted, bloody war against the Ottoman 
Empire between the years 1821 and 1832. 
The significance of the Greek War of Inde-
pendence transcends the bounds of Greece 
and its history. It was the first major war of lib-
eration after our own revolution, and it marked 

the end of four centuries of often brutal rule by 
Istanbul. The struggle for Greek independence 
drew in Europe’s great powers and inspired 
thousands of non-Greeks to join the cause, in-
cluding Goethe, Schiller, Victor Hugo, Mary 
Shelley, Alfred de Musset and Lord Byron. 

Today, more than one million of our fellow 
citizens trace their origins to this ruggedly 
beautiful land that gave birth to western civili-
zation, and I am honored to join them in this 
celebration of Greek independence. As the 
brilliant Romantic poet Percy Bysshe Shelley 
wrote in the preface to Hellas in 1821, ‘‘We 
are all Greeks. Our laws, our literature, our re-
ligion, our arts, have their root in Greece.’’ 

Twenty-four centuries after the construction 
of the Parthenon, the buildings that house all 
three branches of our government draw heav-
ily on the architecture of ancient Greece. This 
is more than mere homage to the graceful 
beauty of ancient Greek buildings; it is an ac-
knowledgment that our democracy, the core of 
American nationhood, is a gift to us from 
Greece. In 332 B.C. Aristotle said, ‘‘If liberty 
and equality, as is thought by some are chiefly 
to be found in democracy, they will be best at-
tained when all persons alike share in the gov-
ernment to the utmost.’’ More than two thou-
sands years later his words still inspire us to 
struggle to perfect our democracy here at 
home, as we work to foster it around the 
globe. We are deeply grateful for the support 
of Greece in the Global War on Terrorism and 
Greece’s participation is enhanced by its sta-
tus as the cradle of democracy. 

Even while we fight together to end the 
scourge of international terrorism in a world 
that seems far more unpredictable and dan-
gerous than it did 4 years ago, people around 
the world look forward to the celebration of an-
other of Greece’s gifts to humanity, the Olym-
pic Games. At a time of some uncertainty for 
the Olympic Movement, I welcome the return 
of the Olympics to Athens for the first time 
since the inaugural games of the modern era 
in 1896. I am looking forward to a spectacular 
Games that will reconnect the modern Olym-
pics with its roots in antiquity and recapture 
the world’s imagination. As an honor to the 
Games and its hosts, I urge the British Gov-
ernment to commit, before the start of the 
Olympics, to return the Parthenon Marbles to 
the people of Greece. Returning the marbles 
would be a noble act, in keeping with the spirit 
of the ekecheiria, the Olympic Truce. 

Greeks and Greek-Americans have another 
reason to celebrate this year. After three dec-
ades of division, Cyprus is poised on the brink 
of reunification, its accession to the European 
Union now only weeks away. Cypriots on both 
sides of the Green Line hope that the island’s 
reunification can be finalized before Cyprus 
joins the EU on May 1. I recently joined 45 of 
my colleagues in asking Secretary of State 
Powell and U.N. Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan to make some modifications to the 
Annan plan for reunification. As drafted, there 
are some provisions of the Annan plan that 
could render it unworkable. The changes we 
proposed would improve the chances for Cyp-
riot unity and peace, and I hope that they are 
incorporated in the final phases of the negotia-
tions. 

If a solution to Cyprus can be finalized it 
would reshape the eastern Mediterranean and 
could lead to an improvement in relations be-
tween Greece and Turkey. I am saddened by 
the tense relations between these two neigh-

bors, both of which are strong friends of the 
United States and vital members of NATO. To 
quote Aesop: ‘‘A crust eaten in peace is better 
than a banquet partaken in anxiety.’’ 

Since the Greek War of Independence, 
when Congress sent money and supplies to 
the Greeks in their struggle for freedom, com-
mon values, shared goals, and mutual respect 
have been the foundation of the friendship be-
tween Greece and the United States. Those 
ties endure to this day, and they have en-
riched both peoples. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great joy and admira-
tion that I wish the people of Greece a happy 
Independence Day and continued freedom 
and prosperity.

f 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CENTRAL SPRING-
FIELD LITTLE LEAGUE 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 24, 2004

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commemorate the 50th Anniver-
sary of the Central Springfield Little League. 

In 1954, a small group of fathers headed by 
Harry Wood, Vic Aldridge, Bill Abrams, Jim 
Owens, Kent Browning, Ray Ramsey, and 
Frank Ralston first introduced little league 
baseball to the boys of Springfield, Virginia. 
These fathers organized and equipped 60 
boys to play in a nearby league in Annandale, 
Virginia. 

The following year, franchised Little League 
granted Springfield its own league which 
gained tremendous popularity throughout what 
now is considered Springfield proper. As pro-
gram popularity and area population rapidly in-
creased, the program was divided into several 
leagues first in 1962, then in 1971, and again 
in 1972, creating the North Springfield Little 
League, the West Springfield Little League, 
and the Central Springfield Little League 
(CSLL). 

Since 1972, the CSLL has made every ef-
fort to maximize baseball development, partici-
pation, and enjoyment in Central Springfield. 
CSLL improvements include measures such 
as offering baseball clinics, using pitching ma-
chines, and creating a T–Ball program to intro-
duce baseball to five and six year old children. 
The CSLL has also successfully implemented 
an ‘‘Adopt-A-Field’’ program that allows them 
to perform all necessary maintenance and re-
pairs on the fields provided to the CSLL by the 
Fairfax County Park Authority and Franconia 
Park. 

Since 1975, with the lifting of the ‘‘boys 
only’’ policy by Little League, Baseball, Inc. 
girls have become an integral part of CSLL at 
all levels. Later in 1993 in conjunction with the 
West Springfield Little League, the CSLL first 
fielded a Challenger Team for children with 
physical and mental challenges, which since 
has grown to the largest in the world. 

For the past 50 years, CSLL has provided 
an invaluable service to the Springfield com-
munity. Thanks to the support of countless in-
dividuals and businesses in the greater 
Springfield community, the CSLL has grown 
into a thriving baseball league, one of the best 
youth baseball programs in the area. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like to con-
gratulate the CSLL on 50 years of success. I 
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