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IN HONOR OF MATTIE RHODES
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF
SERVICE IN 2004

HON. KAREN McCARTHY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 31, 2004

Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor an agency that has sup-
ported Kansas City area children, families and
communities for 110 vyears. The Mattie
Rhodes Center provides social services, men-
tal health counseling and provides emerging
artists a venue for their work.

The center is named for Mattie Rhodes, a
young woman who worked for the less fortu-
nate with a group of Sunday school friends
call the Little Gleaners. In 1890, at the age of
19 she died of typhoid fever. Mattie left $500
to be used for the benefit of children. The Lit-
tle Gleaners honored her wish and founded
the Mattie Rhodes Memorial Society in 1894
with this pledge: “I promise to do all | can to
help the needy and suffering by working for
them, learning about them, giving for them,
and trying to interest others in them.”

That pledge made 110 years ago remains a
reality today. The mission of the Mattie
Rhodes Center is to “strengthen children, fam-
ilies and community by providing social serv-
ices, mental health counseling and art experi-
ences in a bilingual, culturally sensitive envi-
ronment.” Mattie Rhodes offers services such
as individual and family counseling, Hispanic
mental health programs, job readiness and
placement and educational experiences for
children. More than 650 individuals and fami-
lies access family services each year through
the Mattie Rhodes Center. The majority are of
Mexican descent and are recent immigrants
who speak little or no English. Each year more
than 1,700 children benefit from mentoring
programs, youth support groups and arts edu-
cation geared to youth from the suburbs and
Kansas City’s urban core. The Mattie Rhodes
Art Center continues to be a place where chil-
dren can have fun, learn about, appreciate
and create art. In 1999, the Mattie Rhodes
Center reached out to Hispanic artists and art
patrons by establishing the Mattie Rhodes Art
Gallery. It provides a unique experience for
Latino artists to display their work, and for the
community to view and appreciate. The exhib-
its educate children and the public about the
importance of Latino arts in the West Side
community and the greater metropolitan area.

Area daycare centers, elementary and high
schools, community organizations and individ-
uals constitute the broad based sector
reached by Mattie Rhodes Center programs.
These groups include Garcia School, McCoy
School, Northeast High School, Rose Brooks
Domestic Violence Shelter, Hand-In-Hand and
the Missouri Division of Family Services, His-
panic artists and patrons.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the
Mattie Rhodes Center in Kansas City, Missouri
for its 110 years of outstanding service. | con-
gratulate this excellent organization in con-
junction with The Mattie Rhodes Art of the
Mask Auction on April 3, 2004. The auction
has grown from a children’s art center project
into a community celebration. This year's auc-
tion will be the twelfth in Mattie Rhodes Cen-
ter’s history. | am proud to have contributed by
creating a clay mask for the event.
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Ms. Mattie Rhodes would have been proud
of these accomplishments. Eleven decades
after her wish, the Mattie Rhodes Center con-
tinues to care for those less fortunate by pro-
viding programs that help children and families
become more self reliant, confident, creative
and productive members of their communities.
From the humble beginnings of a committed
young girl's dying wish to her name sake
agency that now serves thousands of Kansas
Citians, the Mattie Rhodes Center is keeping
her promise alive and making a dramatic dif-
ference in the lives of the less fortunate.

———————

REIMBURSING MEMBERS OF
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES
FOR CERTAIN TRANSPORTATION
EXPENSES

SPEECH OF

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 30, 2004

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of Senate bill 2057, a bill
to reimburse members of the Armed Forces
for certain travel expenses incurred while on
leave before the Central Command Rest and
Recuperation Leave Program was expanded
to include domestic travel.

This bill, which recently passed the Senate,
directs the Secretary of Defense to reimburse
members of the Armed Forces for transpor-
tation expenses for up to one domestic round
trip that was taken between September 25
and December 18, 2003.

Mr. Speaker, the past few years have been
a difficult and strenuous time for the brave and
dedicated men and women of our Armed
Forces. Our soldiers are tasked in missions
across the globe, from Iraq and Afghanistan to
South Korea and the Philippines. Many of
these missions involve combat or other ex-
treme hardships.

In addition to being kept apart for months at
a time, military families have to cope with ris-
ing health care costs and uncertainties about
the future. Deployment orders for reservists
and the National Guard are increasing, and
stop-loss measures have been put in place for
enlisted personnel who thought they were on
the verge of going home. Tens of thousands
of military families lack adequate housing and
affordable medical care, and Democratic ef-
forts to increase family separation and danger
pay have been defeated by Republicans in
this body.

Each deployment period, soldiers only re-
ceive a brief period of leave to reunite with
their families and enjoy respite from the haz-
ards of serving abroad. That soldiers, in some
instances, should have had to pay for their
own transportation costs while on leave is
most unfortunate.

Mr. Speaker, it is reasonable for Congress
to demonstrate its gratitude to the men and
women of the Armed Forces by ensuring that
they do not have to pay out of pocket for trav-
el expenses incurred while transitioning from
the difficulties of deployment to the welcoming
arms of their families at home.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.
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HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 31, 2004

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, since the creation
of the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA)
health system, the Nation’s doctors of chiro-
practic (DCs) have been kept outside the sys-
tem and all but prevented from providing prov-
en, cost-effective and much-needed care to
veterans, including those among the most vul-
nerable and in need of the range of health
care services DCs are licensed to provide. In
2002, 4.5 million patients received care in
DVA health facilities, including 75 percent of
all disabled and low-income veterans. Al-
though the DVA health care budget is roughly
$26 billion, in 2002, less than $370,000 went
toward chiropractic services for veterans.

| am proud to introduce legislation—H.R.
4051, the Better Access to Chiropractors to
Keep Our Veterans Healthy Act (BACK Our
Veterans Health Act)—that is designed to pro-
vide veterans with direct access to a doctor of
chiropractic, if that is their choice, through the
veterans health care system. In developing
this bill, | have worked closely with chiropractic
patients, particularly our veterans, who know
the benefits of chiropractic care and bear wit-
ness to the positive outcomes and preventa-
tive health benefits of chiropractic care. | was
also pleased to work with the American Chiro-
practic Association (ACA), the Nation’s largest
chiropractic organization and the national
voice of doctors of chiropractic and their pa-
tients. 1 am told by the ACA that there are
more than 60,000 doctors of chiropractic and
in excess of 25 million chiropractic patients
across America.

Specifically, my bill seeks to amend title 38
of the United States Code to permit eligible
veterans to have direct access to chiropractic
care at Department of Veterans Affairs hos-
pitals and clinics. Section 3 of the measure
states that “The Secretary [of Veterans Affairs]
shall permit eligible veterans to receive need-
ed [health care] services, rehabilitative serv-
ices, and preventative health services from a
licensed doctor of chiropractic on a direct ac-
cess basis at the election of the eligible vet-
eran, if such services are within the State
scope of practice of such doctor of chiro-
practic.” The measure goes on to directly pro-
hibit discrimination among licensed health care
providers by the DVA when determining which
services a patient needs.

Over the years, Mr. Speaker, representa-
tives of the Department of Veterans Affairs
have come before the House Veterans Affairs
Committee, a panel on which | serve, and
have insisted that chiropractic benefits are
available to veterans and that no bias exists
within the DVA against the chiropractic profes-
sion. But the facts | cited above speak other-
wise. For all practical purposes, access to
chiropractic care has been nonexistent within
the DVA system. Chiropractic care has so sel-
dom been offered to veterans that it can be
fairly said to be a phantom benefit—and for
years, Mr. Speaker, the DVA has done noth-
ing to correct this deficiency. There is simply
no evidence that the DVA has ever acted
proactively in any meaningful and substantive
way to ensure that chiropractic care is made
available to veterans—and because of that
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track record of neglect that the U.S. Congress
felt compelled to take action. And as a result,
Congress in recent years has enacted three
separate statutes seeking to ensure veterans
access to chiropractic care—Public Law 106—
117, Public Law 107-135 and Public Law
108-170. The last of those statutes gives ex-
plicit authority to the DVA to hire doctors of
chiropractic as full-time employees. I'm proud
to have worked with colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to help advance those initiatives—
and | am hopeful that a reluctant DVA has fi-
nally seen the light.

| understand that the VA Secretary Principi
has just released some new policy directives
regarding chiropractic care and that, at last,
we may be on our way to seeing the true and
full integration of chiropractic care into the
DVA. But Mr. Speaker, if the past is any guide
to the future, then | must remain concerned
until | see these new polices firmly in place
and working well in all DVA treatment facili-
ties. To help ensure that in the future, barriers
to veterans who want and need chiropractic
care are fully removed, | am pleased to intro-
duce legislation that would require the DVA to
make chiropractic care available on a direct
access basis to our veterans. If the previous
legislation had actually been implemented, my
legislation would not be necessary—because
referrals to doctors of chiropractic would actu-
ally be taking place with the encouragement
and support of the DVA leadership. | hope this
is what happens under Secretary Principi’'s
new guidance—but as insurance, Mr. Speak-
er, in case the Department loses their new-
found enlightenment somewhere along the
way—perhaps under a less supportive Sec-
retary—then the enactment of the legislation |
propose would guarantee the right of a vet-
eran to obtain this important service without
the cost and stumbling blocks of going through
potentially hostile gatekeepers. Accordingly, |
urge my colleagues to join me in supporting
unimpeded access to chiropractic care
throughout the veterans health care system
and help enact this measure.

———

HONORING LEW AND SUSAN
MANILOW

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 31, 2004

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate Susan and Lew Manilow of Chicago
on their recent 30th wedding anniversary.

Both Susan and Lew have been active
members of the community and continue to
support the many causes important to them.

Lew is a retired attorney who has wide inter-
ests in the arts, public policy and business. He
grew up in Chicago and has lived there all his
life, where his passion for theater continues to
grow.

Lew has served as the former chair of the
United States Advisory Committee on Public
Diplomacy and was a key member of the
Democratic Leadership Council. He is a long-
time member of the board of directors of the
National Democratic Institute for International
Affairs and was the founding chair of its Mid-
dle East Committee.

In addition, Lew is a founding trustee and
former president of the Goodman Theatre and
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leading advocate for the North Loop Theatre
District. In addition, he is on the board of trust-
ees for both the Museum of Contemporary Art
and The Art Institute. Lew’s generosity and
devotion to the fine arts earned him the pres-
tigious distinction of being one of 24 recipients
of the National Medal of Arts and Humanities
awarded by President Clinton in December
2000.

Dr. Susan Manilow, also actively involved in
our community, has been a chairman of both
the Mount Sinai Health System and the Chi-
cago Health Policy Research Center. She is
currently a chairman for the Foster A. McGaw
Prize Committee, which recognizes health
care organizations that are committed to com-
munity service, and to improving and expand-
ing care.

Family has also always been a priority in
Lew and Susan’s life. Her two children, Edwin
and John Eisendrath, are the proud parents of
six grandchildren. His children, David, Karin,
and John, are parents to seven grandchildren,
with one more on the way.

Mr. Speaker, | join with the fifth district and
entire Chicago community in congratulating
my friends Lew and Susan Manilow on their
30th anniversary, and wish them, and their ex-
tended family, all the happiness in the future.

————————

HONORING THE PUBLIC SERVICE
OF ANTONIA HERNANDEZ

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 31, 2004

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, today,
my colleagues Mr. ANIBAL ACEVEDO-VILA, Mr.
JOE BACA, Mr. XAVIER BECERRA, Mr. DENNIS
CARDOZA, Mr. CHARLIE GONZALEZ, Mr. RAUL
GRIJALVA, Mr. Luis GUTIERREZ, Mr. RUBEN
HINOJOSA, Mr. ROBERT MENENDEZ, Ms. GRACE
NAPOLITANO, Mr. SOLOMON ORTIZ, Mr. ED PAs-
TOR, Mr. SILVESTRE REYES, Mr. CIRO
RODRIGUEZ, Ms. LINDA SANCHEZ, Ms. LORETTA
SANCHEZ, Mr. JOSE SERRANO, Ms. HILDA
SolLs, Mr. NYDIA VELAZQUEZ and | join to-
gether to honor the career of Antonia
Hernandez as President and General Counsel
of the Mexican American Legal Defense and
Educational Fund (MALDEF), a nationally rec-
ognized non-profit organization. Through the
legal system, community education, research
and advocacy MALDEF is dedicated to pro-
tecting the civil rights of the nation’s 40 million
Latinos. We would like to take this opportunity
to congratulate Ms. Hernandez on her 23
years of distinguished service at MALDEF and
to thank her for her tireless advocacy on be-
half of the Latino community in this country.

In so many ways, Antonia Hernandez is a
role model for all Americans. Born in Mexico,
she and her family moved to the United States
when she was only 8 years old. They settled
in the Maravilla area of East Los Angeles
where her father supported his wife and six
children as a gardener and laborer. As the
eldest child, Antonia Hernandez learned
English quickly and excelled in school. She
would later go on to attend UCLA where she
received her bachelor's degree, teaching cer-
tificate and, in 1974, her law degree.

Soon after passing the California State Bar
exam, Antonia Hernandez became a U.S. cit-
izen. She later told a Los Angeles Times re-
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porter that her patriotism to this country
helped to inspire her interest in public service.
“I love (this country) more than most because
| don’t take the rights and privileges of an
American citizen for granted. | remembered
there was a knot in my throat when | took the
oath (of citizenship),” The Los Angeles Times
reported in 1985.

An expert in civil rights and immigration
issues, she began her legal career as a Staff
Attorney with the Los Angeles Center for Law
and Justice and worked as counsel to the
United States Senate Committee on the Judi-
ciary under the leadership of Senator EDWARD
KENNEDY. In 1981, Ms. Hernandez joined
MALDEF as Regional Counsel in Washington,
DC. Ms. Hernandez was elected to MALDEF’s
presidency in 1985 where she was respon-
sible for directing all litigation and advocacy
programs, managing a $6.2 million annual
budget, and supervising a 75 person staff.

Ms. Hernandez’'s management expertise
guided the organization to long-term financial
stability. In 1991, she created a permanent en-
dowment for MALDEF by raising funds for the
national headquarters building in Los Angeles.
She has been pivotal in overseeing the na-
tional expansion of the organization, which
today has offices in Chicago, Houston, Sac-
ramento, Washington DC, San Antonio, and
Atlanta. Most recently, Ms. Hernandez di-
rected the opening of the Atlanta office in
2002, to serve the burgeoning Latino popu-
lation in the Southeast.

A tireless champion for educational equity,
Ms. Hernandez has numerous accomplish-
ments in this area. She led MALDEF’s legal
challenge to the state of Texas in Edgewood
Ind. Sch. Dist. v. Kirby to counter the eco-
nomic and racial disparities used in financing
Texas public schools. This legal battle, which
began in 1984, ended successfully in 1995
when the Texas Supreme Court held that the
Texas legislature had the authority to require
wealthier school districts to share their funding
with poorer districts, in turn creating an edu-
cational system that provides greater opportu-
nities for all Texas children.

In California, MALDEF successfully chal-
lenged a similar school financing system in
Godinez v. Davis. The state had a system that
short-changed urban schools while providing
more money to suburban areas. This case re-
sulted in the award of hundreds of millions of
dollars for urban area schools, many with a
significant number of Latino students.

Antonia Hernandez fought for the rights of
limited-English proficient students by mounting
a case against the Denver School District in
1984 for their lack of programs to educate
non-English speakers. As a result of their legal
victories, MALDEF won the creation of noted
bilingual and multicultural programs for the
Latino students of Denver.

Antonia Hernandez also won key victories
for Latino students by expanding their access
to higher education. In 1993, MALDEF was
victorious in LULAC v. Richards, where the
Texas Supreme Court ruled that the lack of
higher education programs in the predomi-
nantly Latino area of South Texas violated the
state constitution.

Under Ms. Hernandez’s leadership,
MALDEF helped to secure the right for un-
documented students in California to attend
state universities. In 2001, MALDEF devel-
oped a successful grassroots campaign in
support of legislation that allows undocu-
mented students in California to enroll at any
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