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As bad as this credit card limit is, as 

troubling as it ought to be to all of us, 
$7.384 trillion, I have got very bad news 
for the Members. In the budget con-
ference presently underway in the bow-
els of the Capitol, there will be an addi-
tional borrowing authority added to 
this country. The bill, the budget bill, 
to come out of conference to be voted 
on by the House of Representatives, 
will raise the credit card limit for our 
Nation. We do not know how much be-
cause no one is talking about this in 
public. No one wants the American 
people to realize that $7.384 trillion is 
not enough, that we are going to raise 
it even more by $1 trillion, more by $2 
trillion. One projection that we have 
seen from the majority would take the 
credit card limit of this Nation over $10 
trillion. 

One of the things I think that is lost 
in financial debates is these numbers 
get too big and one really does not 
know what they mean. They are just 
enormous. I went recently to an in-
struction course on how to teach math-
ematics. And the presenter said 1 tril-
lion, do we know how many seconds are 
in 1 trillion? If we took 1 trillion sec-
onds, we would go back in time 16,000 
years. So obviously 1 trillion is a stag-
gering number, and we are now finding 
that, under the budget plans of the ma-
jority party and the administration 
that drive this national debt ever high-
er, $7.384 trillion is not enough. I think 
the American people had better say it 
is enough. 

We do not as families, we do not as 
families plan our financial affairs 
where mom and dad run up the credit 
cards, happily thinking the kids will 
pay them off. I know of families that I 
represent much like the family that 
raised me, just an awful lot of sacrifice 
in the mom and dad to leave things 
better for the kids, not tipping it on its 
head where we really do not care what 
happens afterwards, after we are gone. 

If that is how we operate as families, 
as moms and dads worrying about 
making things better for our children, 
why should this Nation representing 
all the moms and dads in this country 
be running it a way so significantly dif-
ferent? Why should this Nation run up 
a debt like there is no tomorrow? Be-
cause there is a tomorrow, and it will 
be our children’s tomorrow, and our 
children’s tomorrow will be diminished 
by the fact that this generation is re-
fusing to pay its way. 

I am going to vote against the budget 
that comes out of conference because I 
believe it is wrong, absolutely wrong, 
to raise the borrowing limit for this 
country, leaving more debt for our 
children, when there is no plan any-
where in terms of how we ever get out 
of this mess. 

The minority advanced a plan that 
brought us to a balanced budget in 
about 8 years. Some might think that 
is just not fast enough. That was a very 
difficult task. That is how far in the 
hole we now are. But the majority 
budget does not have any plan at all. 

And that is why they want to raise the 
debt, and that is why their budget 
should be rejected. We owe it to our 
children to get our Nation’s finances 
back on track. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Mexico (Mr. PEARCE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PEARCE addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. EMANUEL addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DAVIS of Florida addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. BACA) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BACA addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. STRICKLAND) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. STRICKLAND addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE 
JOHNSON) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas addressed the House. Her re-
marks will appear hereafter in the Ex-
tensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. WYNN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. WYNN addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

IRAQ AND SADDAM HUSSEIN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. HOEKSTRA) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Madam Speaker, to-
night I would like to spend a few min-
utes talking about an update on a situ-
ation on the various inquiries as to 
what happened before 9/11. Most impor-
tantly, the work that they are doing is 
taking a look at putting together a se-
ries of recommendations that will en-
able us to improve our intelligence ca-
pabilities and improve our response ca-
pabilities into the future. 

As I was listening to some of the ear-
lier speakers, someone said when that 
happens and these inquiries present 
their work and they make their rec-
ommendations and then Congress, of 
course, will have the opportunity to re-
view those recommendations and we 
may or may not implement them, the 
comment then was made: and then we 
know that an event like 9/11 will never 
happen again. 

As much as I would like to endorse 
that comment, I do not believe it is ac-
curate. On 9/11 we, as a Nation, were 
surprised; and I believe that in the fu-
ture, regardless of the recommenda-
tions that come forward, regardless of 
how effectively we implement them, we 
will be surprised again. 

Let me just lead up to 9/11 and out-
line some of the things. What do we 
know today? We know this: that in 
March of 2003, the United States, we 
led a coalition of over 30 countries in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. The action 
was undertaken as a last resort. Iraq 
had been in noncompliance or material 
breach of 16 U.N. Security Council res-
olutions spanning a period of 12 years 
to remove the threat posed by Saddam 
to his people, the Gulf region, and the 
world. 

A couple of things I really want to 
point out here is that some have said 
this was an initiative by the Bush ad-
ministration, and later on I will go 
through some of the quotes by the pre-
vious administrations and also the doc-
umentation and the data that shows 
that throughout the 1990s, the adminis-
tration, Congress, and others saw Sad-
dam Hussein and Iraq as a threatening 
menace to his own people, to the re-
gion, and to the world. A consistent 
pattern. 

Saddam Hussein’s Iraq was a con-
stant and immediate threat to his 
neighbors in the Gulf region. And what 
did Saddam do in the Gulf region? 
Under Saddam, Iraq fought a decade- 
long war against Iran and launched an 
unprovoked invasion of Kuwait. After 
Iraq’s defeat in the Gulf War in 1991, 
Iraq rebuilt its military strength and 
continued to use the threat of military 
action in attempts to intimidate neigh-
boring countries. 

The pattern is pretty clear. In the re-
gion Saddam Hussein treated his neigh-
bors brutally. With his own people we 
know that Saddam Hussein was a mass 
murderer. We removed that capability 
from him. The day we hauled him out 
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