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change their cultural identity. We are
asking them to rally around a set of
ideas. We should be asking, and we
used to ask that. We asked it of my
grandparents. But we do not ask it any
more. In fact, we attempt to stop it.
There is this hatred. It is almost a
death wish for the country, in a way,
that continues to push us in this direc-
tion, this radical multiculturalist path.

There are certain ideas that
supercede others, and | suggest that di-
versity is not one of them. | mean, the
one thing that we supposedly all have
in common should not be our love of di-
versity. There are other things that are
more important. There are ideas that
are more important, and we should
teach our children about them, and we
should teach immigrants to respect
and adhere to them. We do not do this,
I think, to our peril.

So when | talk about the issue of im-
migration and immigration reform, it
is not simply because | am concerned
about jobs, which of course I am, and |
believe it is a significant factor and
something we should talk about when
we talk about jobs. It is not just be-
cause | am concerned about the impact
on our economy in terms of the health
care costs and social service benefits
that massive immigration imposes on
us, although | am concerned about
that. And it is certainly a concern
about the costs we have to incarcerate.
Twenty-five percent of the population
of our Federal prisons, 25 percent, are
people who are noncitizens of the
United States. These are huge costs we
incur.

Cheap labor is not cheap. Or | should
say it is only cheap to the employer. It
is not cheap to the rest of us. It costs
a fortune. And those things we should
talk about. But those things are not
even the most dangerous aspects of
massive immigration, both legal and il-
legal, until it combines with this cult
of multiculturalism. That is the dan-
gerous thing.

And this is a tough subject. It is very
difficult sometimes, I know, to make
this case because its requires us to
really think about this in depth. You
can make bumper stickers out of a
chunk of this discussion, but you really
have a hard time conveying this in a
30-second commercial. It is so much
easier to use slogans and demagoguery,
as our opponents are so able to do and
so wont to do.

I do hope that we will think about
this. | introduced a resolution a couple
of weeks ago; and it simply states that
all people, all children graduating from
our schools, it is a sense of the Con-
gress, should be able to articulate an
appreciation for Western Civilization.
What is so tough about that? And yet |
do not know whether we are even going
to get it on the floor of this House for
fear someone will be offended by the
discussion of whether or not our chil-
dren should be able to articulate an ap-
preciation of Western Civilization.

Now, you may say, well, who could be
against that? How could anybody be
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against it? Why should we not be able
to do that? Well, because, of course, we
may be offending someone else.
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We are not saying that anybody
should condemn any other civilization,
should criticize any other civilization.
We are just saying they should be able
to articulate an appreciation of west-
ern civilization, which is what started
this. | do not care again if you are here
from Aczerbaijan or Zimbabwe. Any-
body coming here should eventually be
able to articulate that appreciation. It
is important because it does in fact es-
tablish a canon, a set of ideas, around
which we should all gather.

I have introduced that resolution. |
have also asked other State legislators
all over the country to do the same
thing. | think to date we have 15 or 20
State legislators who have agreed to do
so in their individual States. | have
several hundred people who have gone
to our Web site, www.house.gov/
tancredo, and gone to Our Heritage Our
Hope page and there they can sign up,
they can take a resolution, I have got
a model resolution that they can take
to their school board and have them
pass it saying that their children will
be able to articulate this.

I hope people will do that. | hope peo-
ple will actually go to our Web site,
take that resolution, go to their school
board and ask them to adopt it. If
nothing else but to hear the debate
that will ensue. If nothing else but to
hear somebody say, oh, no, we could
not, absolutely could not ask a student
or demand that of our students, that
they be able to articulate an apprecia-
tion for western civilization. Would
that not be an interesting debate? |
hope they will do it.

Once again, it is www.house.gov/
tancredo, go to Our Heritage Our Hope.

I hope they do it, Madam Speaker;
and | hope all over this country we will
begin this debate as to whether or not
this is an important requirement and
whether it is meaningful and whether
our children and the people who come
into this country should be able to
rally around a set of ideas that sepa-
rate us from all other places.

Because, Madam Speaker, | have ab-
solutely no doubt about it, this is the
greatest nation on the face of the
earth. There is plenty of empirical evi-
dence to prove it. Because when the
gates are opened all over the world,
which way and where do people go?
You just do not see that many fleeing
from the West to say, Pakistan or
Zimbabwe or anywhere else, but you
see millions flowing here.

People do speak and vote with their
feet; and to the extent that they can
get here, they will come, or to western
Europe, because it offers something
that they do not have. It offers hope. |
do not blame them for trying to come.
It is the hope and desire | think of
most people to certainly improve the
quality of their life economically.

But all | am saying is that, when you
get here, there is more to being an
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American than just getting a job. At
least there should be. It should mean
more than that. Or else we are just a
place of residence, that is all, not citi-
zens. We are just a place of residence,
people who reside here, not people who
have an affinity for the ideas and ideals
that made America what it is. This is
my fear. It is one that is sometimes
difficult to encapsulate, even in an
hour-long speech, although | appreciate
the ability that the House provides for
us to come here on the floor and opine
like this.

It is | think a very serious issue, and
I hope and | pray that we will as a Na-
tion begin to grapple with it and that
even in this House we will begin to de-
bate what it means to be an American
and what we have to do in terms of our
own domestic policy and our immigra-
tion policy to enhance that concept. It
will determine not just what kind of a
nation we are in the future that is bal-
kanized, united or divided, it will de-
termine whether we are a nation at all,
and that is why we absolutely must
enter into this debate.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida). Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 4 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XllI, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

7350. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Review Group, FSA, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Farm Loan Programs Account
Servicing Policies--Elimination of 30-Day
Past-Due Period (RIN: 0560-AG50) received

March 23, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

7351. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s Evaluation of the TRICARE Pro-
gram FY 2004 Report to Congress, pursuant
to 10 U.S.C. 1073 note; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

7352. A letter from the Secretary of the
Navy, Department of Defense, transmitting a
proposal to transfer the historic harbor tug
ex-HOGA (YTM 146) to the Arkansas Inland
Maritime Museum, North Little Rock, Ar-
kansas, a non-profit organization, pursuant
to 10 U.S.C. 7306; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

7353. A letter from the Secretary, Federal
Trade Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — Prohibiting Against
Circumventing Treatment as a Nationwide
Consumer Reporting Agency (RIN: 3084-
AA9%) received March 2, 2004, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

7354. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Division of Corporation Finance, Securities
and Exchange Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s final rule — Additional Form



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-21T12:37:55-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




