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from three deep shocks. It is suffering
from the deep shock of the dot-com
collapse, of the 9/11 strike, and finally
the corporate scandals, which are now
being tried in our courts.

Mr. Speaker, the Republicans and the
President have charted bold initiatives
that are pulling us out of the economic
recessions that began in the late 1990s
and early 2000. Those recoveries must
be sustained. That tremendous job
growth in March is an indicator of
what lies ahead, 308,000 new jobs in 1
month.

Mr. Speaker, we have 138 million jobs
in this Nation, but every single person
who needs a job and a career should be
able to find it. And with the policies
that this administration and this Con-
gress have passed, we are on the road
to recovery and providing careers for
every person that looks for them.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BURNS). The Chair must remind Mem-
bers to avoid improper references to
the Senate.

———
IRAQ AND RECENT REVELATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. STRICKLAND) is recognized for half
the time remaining before midnight.

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, |
am happy to be joined here this
evening by my colleague, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
and another of my colleagues, the gen-
tleman from the State of Hawaii (Mr.
ABERCROMBIE) as we talk about what is
happening in lrag, the needs of our
troops, and what the American people
need to know. Much of the information
is just now becoming clear to us as a
result of Mr. Woodward’s book, which
became available to the general public
today.
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Mr. Speaker, | would like to begin
my comments by making reference to a
comment the President made in his
most recent press conference when he
made reference to what he would say to
the troops. In that statement he said,
“We will provide them what they
need.” That sounds like a rather direct
and simple statement, but the truth is
we have not provided our troops in Iraq
with what they need, not in terms of
equipment certainly, equipment that
has the potential to save lives and to
avoid serious injuries.

Mr. Speaker, the war began in March
2003. Soon after that war began, | re-
ceived a letter from a young soldier
from my district who is a West Point
graduate and a gung-ho Army guy, and
he started his letter by saying, Con-
gressman, | am so proud of the Army.
I am so proud of what we are trying to
do here to help these people. But later
in his letter he said to me, my men are
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wondering why they have not been pro-
vided with these life-saving interceptor
vests, which became available, | be-
lieve, in 1998. They cost $1,200 to $1,500
apiece. They are made with Kevlar
with pockets in the front and back
where ceramic plates can be inserted
which will stop an AK-47 bullet. They
are life-saving equipment, and yet we
send our soldiers into battle in Iraq,
and thousands and thousands were
without this equipment.

Now, the war began in March. | re-
ceived this letter from this young sol-
dier in the early summer. | wrote the
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld
a letter sharing what | had been told
by this young West Point soldier, and
asked him when our troops would be
provided with this life-saving equip-
ment. He wrote me back. | got a letter
in September from the Secretary tell-
ing me that he expected that our sol-
diers would be fully equipped with this
life-saving equipment in November.
Within a day of getting the letter from
Secretary Rumsfeld, | received a letter
from the chairman of the Joint Chief of
Staff General Myers, and in his letter
General Myers indicated it would be
December, not November as Secretary
Rumsfeld had said, but it would be De-
cember before all of our soldiers were
equipped with the interceptor vests.

Then before we left this city for our
Christmas vacation, our holiday vaca-
tion, the Pentagon held a briefing, and
in that briefing we were told that it
would be January before our soldiers
were equipped with these life-saving
vests. | remind my colleagues that the
war began in March, and we are being
told that it will be January before the
soldiers are provided with life-saving
vests. Lo and behold, after | came back
to this city after the holidays, and I
was continuously troubled that this
problem had not been solved, so | wrote
Secretary Rumsfeld another letter re-
minding him that the self-imposed
deadline had passed.

Finally, finally, in March of this
year, | received a letter informing me
that finally all of our soldiers had been
equipped with this life-saving vest, 1
full year after the war began.

Now we have a similar problem be-
cause many of our soldiers are being
killed and wounded in lIraq because
they are driving around in Humvees
that are not up-armored Humvees. In
other words, they do not have the prop-
er armor that will protect them if the
soldiers are attacked while on patrol.
Soldiers are driving in Irag with
unarmored Humvees. | am concerned
about this, and | say to the gentleman
from Hawaii (Mr. ABERCROMBIE) and
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE) the only company that
has a sole contract with the Pentagon
to provides these up-armored Humvees
and the Kits to armor those already de-
ployed is an Ohio company, O’Gara-
Hess.

O’Gara-Hess officials came to my of-
fice, and they told me under their cur-
rent contract with the Department of
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Defense, they are being asked to
produce 220 of these up-armored
Humvees each month. However, they
are capable of producing up to 500 a
month. The Pentagon says there are
about 4,000 of these Humvees in lIraq
that need to be so armored to protect
our soldiers, and it will probably be
sometime in 2005 before it is all done.
The question that | would ask: If the
President was standing where you are
standing, | would say to the President,
Mr. President, this is a life-saving mat-
ter. Why are you not directing your
Pentagon to provide our soldiers with
this protection as quickly as possible?

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, if
the gentleman would yield, the answer
would be, as has been enunciated in a
series called The Spoils of War on Mar-
ketplace. Members may be familiar
with the program Marketplace. It is on
the radio and follows the National Pub-
lic Radio news, All Things Considered,
the afternoon edition of it. There is a
business broadcast called Marketplace
which reviews the market decisions,
the business activities of the country,
and in their series entitled The Spoils
of War, Members will find that the
money which otherwise might have
been spent, according to the contract
that your company represents, to pro-
vide armor for the Humvees is now
going out at the rate of tens of millions
of dollars a week, perhaps a month, in
graft and corruption through the Bank
of Iraqg, with nothing in the way of any
kind of accountability under the Provi-
sional Authority, Mr. Bremer’s Provi-
sional Authority.

This is being done today. They are
done with DGs, or director generals, of
the various lIragi ministries. They are
the equivalent of under secretaries.
They go into the bank and walk out
with cardboard boxes full of cash. Cor-
ruption is in the hands of clerks who
simply rubber-stamp the action, and
the American companies that are over
there taking the money are paying
bribes, are involved in mass corruption,
and this is where the money is going.
This is what the Provisional Authority
is involved in. This is what is hap-
pening.

We cannot respond to you and your
constituents in Ohio and those people
in Ohio who are capable of providing
armor for our troops because we have
to make sure that those who say they
were on our side, those who say they
were the sources of lIraqi information
and intelligence and upon whom we
could rely are the very ones who are in-
volved up to their eyeballs in corrup-
tion and graft in Irag and Baghdad
itself to the detriment of our own
troops’ capacity to be able to defend
themselves.

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, |
yield to the gentlewoman from Texas
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE).

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, let me just say that | wish
there could be the kind of sunlight that
our distinguished friend, the gentleman
from Hawaii (Mr. ABERCROMBIE) has
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