
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4291 April 22, 2004 
During his 18 years of service in the 

Senate, Gaylord Nelson brought about 
significant change for the ‘‘greener’’ in 
both our Nation’s law and the institu-
tion of the Senate itself. He is the co-
author of the Environmental Edu-
cation Act, which he sponsored with 
the senior Senator from Massachu-
setts, Mr. KENNEDY, and the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act, and he sponsored 
the amendment to give the St. Croix 
and the Namekagon Rivers scenic pro-
tection. In the wake of Rachel Carson’s 
book ‘‘Silent Spring,’’ Gaylord Nelson, 
along with Senator Philip Hart of 
Michigan, directed national attention 
to the documented persistent bio-
accumulative effects of organochlorine 
pesticides used in the Great Lakes by 
authoring the ban on DDT in 1972. He 
was the primary sponsor of the Apostle 
Islands National Lakeshore Act, pro-
tecting one of northern Wisconsin’s 
most beautiful areas. 

And Senator NELSON, of course, was 
the founder of Earth Day. Thanks to 
him, here we are, 34 years later, taking 
time out of our lives to think about 
conservation. Earth Day is an event 
which in addition to changing the envi-
ronmental consciousness of the coun-
try literally stopped the Senate. Mem-
bers of both bodies voted to adjourn 
their respective Houses in the middle 
of the legislative week to attend Earth 
Day events, an adjournment that 
would be extremely rare today. Here in 
this body, the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
indicates, at 3:31 pm. on Tuesday, April 
20, 1970, our colleague the senior Sen-
ator from West Virginia, Mr. BYRD, ad-
journed the Senate until Friday, April 
23, 1970. In the other body, Chamber ac-
tion was adjourned from the middle of 
the day on April 21, 1970, the actual 
date of the first Earth Day, through 
April 23 of that year. 

In addition to Gaylord Nelson, the 
list of Wisconsin environmentalists in-
cludes Sierra Club founder John Muir, 
whose birthday is the day before Earth 
Day. Also notable is the writer and 
conservationist Aldo Leopold, whose 
Sand County Almanac helped to galva-
nize the environmental movement. Fi-
nally, Wisconsin also produced Sigurd 
Olson, one of the founders of the Wil-
derness Society. 

Conservation is part of our culture in 
Wisconsin, and the people Wisconsin 
are very environmentally savvy. Every 
year I hold a town hall meeting in each 
one of Wisconsin’s 72 counties, and pro-
tecting the environment is a top issue. 

Earth Day has become an important 
part of who we are. From Milwaukee, 
WI, to Mumbai, India, millions of peo-
ple across the world are taking Senator 
Nelson’s legacy to heart. They are vol-
unteering this weekend to conserve the 
environment—whether it is in their 
backyard, local river, or park. 

I hope that on this Earth Day 2004, 
the Congress will re-dedicate itself to 
achieving the bipartisan consensus on 
protecting the environment that ex-
isted for nearly two decades. The Clean 
Water Act, for example, passed the U.S. 

Senate in 1971 by a vote of 86 to 0. 
When President Nixon vetoed it, the 
Senate overrode his veto, 52 to 12. The 
Endangered Species Act, which is 
under such attack right now, was 
passed by the Senate on a 92 to 0 vote 
in 1973. 

Unfortunately, during the course of 
this congressional session we have 
faced numerous proposals to roll back 
the environmental and health and safe-
ty protections upon which Americans 
depend. From clean water to clean air, 
the list of environmental rollbacks is 
stunning and disturbing. We need to 
work together to protect the environ-
ment, not revert to the times when we 
saw the Cuyahoga River catch fire, 
when at least one of the Great Lakes 
was considered ‘‘ecologically dead,’’ 
and when dumping of toxic wastes into 
rivers was standard operating proce-
dure. 

In the upcoming months, I hope that 
Wisconsinites and citizens across 
America use this Earth Day to collect 
their thoughts and voice their opinions 
about pending Federal legislation and 
its impact on the environment. Wiscon-
sinites value a clean environment, not 
just for purely aesthetic or philo-
sophical purposes, but because a clean 
environment ensures that Wisconsin 
and the United States as a whole re-
mains a good place to raise a family, 
start a business, and buy a home. It is 
important on this Earth Day 2004 that 
we keep the need for strong environ-
mental laws in mind. Let’s continue to 
move forward, not roll back. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to share my views about the 
environment on Earth Day. I know 
many Members in this body support ef-
forts to clean up our environment. 

Earth Day 2004 is the ideal time to 
recognize just how much our environ-
ment has improved. Over the last 3 
years, the focus has been on results— 
making our air, water, and land clean-
er. To get to that point and to keep im-
proving in the future, we need to em-
ploy the best science and data avail-
able for decision-making. Our policies 
should encourage innovation and the 
development of new, cleaner tech-
nologies. 

We should continue to build on 
America’s ethic of stewardship and per-
sonal responsibility through education, 
volunteer opportunities, and in our 
daily lives. Opportunities for environ-
mental improvements are not limited 
to Federal Government actions. States, 
tribes, local communities, and individ-
uals must be included. 

Over the last 30 years, our Nation has 
made great progress in providing for a 
better environment and improving pub-
lic health. In that time, our economy 
grew 164 percent, population grew 39 
percent, and our energy consumption 
increased 42 percent. Yet air pollution 
from the six major pollutants de-
creased by 48 percent. In 2002, State 
data reported to EPA showed that ap-
proximately 251 million people, or 94 
percent of the total population, were 

served by community water systems 
that met all health-based standards. 
This number is up from 79 percent in 
1993. 

Others areas of the environment can 
also be improved. I have introduced 
legislation to clean up old abandoned 
mine sites. While we have done a good 
job in addressing this problem, we can 
do better. I have a very simple solution 
to deal with this problem that will 
make our communities safer. 

The United States is holding $1 bil-
lion of money due States and tribes to 
clean up abandoned sites, and deal with 
problems associated with coal mining 
activities. The money has already been 
collected and allocated, but not yet ap-
propriated. There is no justification for 
Congress to continue to hold this 
money. States are pleading for help to 
fix abandoned mine problems that will 
make communities safer and healthier 
for their citizens. It is unfortunate 
their pleas are being disregarded. 

This is a specific issue where we can 
make a huge dent in the problem 
today, right now. I ask Members to lis-
ten to the pleas of communities and 
immediately appropriate the $1 billion 
due States and tribes. If my colleagues 
care about the environment and want 
to clean up these cities, join me and we 
will get that money released. 

Let’s show the American public that 
statements made in support of the en-
vironment are not political rhetoric 
and truly reflect the positions and feel-
ings of Members. We can get this done 
today, and I ask each of you my col-
leagues to join me in making this hap-
pen on Earth Day 2004. 

There is no doubt that environmental 
progress is continuing. The facts are 
unequivocal: Today the Nation’s envi-
ronment is cleaner and healthier than 
it was 3 years ago. We are getting re-
sults more quickly and more substan-
tially by reforming outmoded, com-
mand-and-control mandates that 
hinder environmental progress. We 
have been able to accomplish this with 
innovative, market-based approaches 
that harness the power of technology 
to achieve maximum environmental 
benefits. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE SENATOR 
THOMAS WARD OSBORN 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 
today I would like to speak of a man 
who was instrumental in the comple-
tion of the Washington Monument, a 
former Senator from Florida, Thomas 
Ward Osborn. The cornerstone of the 
Washington Monument was laid July 4, 
1848, but the monument itself was not 
completed and opened to the public 
until October 9, 1888. The construction 
of the memorial was stopped in 1856 
due to the Civil War, a lack of funding, 
and political difficulties within the 
Washington Monument Society. 

Senator Thomas Ward Osborn was in-
strumental in passing the legislation 
required to complete the monument 
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after the Civil War. Many were reluc-
tant to finish funding the project be-
cause of technical issues related to the 
construction and the perception among 
some that it was a waste of money. S. 
245, a bill to secure the completion of 
the Washington and Lincoln Monu-
ments, was introduced on the Senate 
floor by the Honorable Thomas Ward 
Osborn on April 1, 1869. Through Sen-
ator Osborn’s efforts, this legislation 
was enacted and construction of the 
Washington Monument quickly re-
sumed. The design of the monument 
was altered to remove much of the em-
bellishment in the original design and 
the result was the 555 foot obelisk that 
is so recognizable today as the symbol 
of an exceptional man and an excep-
tional Nation. 

Senator Thomas Ward Osborn was 
motivated out of a sense of patriotism 
and a desire to create a permanent re-
minder for posterity of the character of 
George Washington. It is important for 
citizens to retain a link to their coun-
try’s origins in order to fully engage in 
civic life in the present. To understand 
the exceptional nature of Washington’s 
character is to understand the excep-
tional nature of the United States as a 
Nation. 

I believe that Senator Thomas Ward 
Osborn deserves recognition for his 
vital efforts in seeing to the comple-
tion of the Washington Monument. In 
fact, I have written to the Department 
of the Interior urging that some form 
of recognition, such as a plaque, be pro-
vided to remind visitors of Senator 
Osborn’s efforts. It is my under-
standing that the regional director for 
the Park Service National Capitol Re-
gion has since directed the chief of Vis-
itor Services to research Senator 
Osborn’s efforts and share that infor-
mation with the park rangers whose 
job it is to help interpret the monu-
ment for visitors. The late Senator 
Thomas Ward Osborn played a key role 
in seeing that George Washington re-
ceived the recognition he deserves, and 
now it is my hope that Senator Osborn 
will receive the recognition he de-
serves. 

f 

89TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, this year I 
once again come before the Senate to 
pay tribute to those who lost their 
lives or were forced from their home-
land as a result of the horrific genocide 
perpetrated against the Armenian peo-
ple from 1915 through 1923. During 
those years, the Turkish Ottoman gov-
ernment used the outbreak of World 
War I as a pretext for subjecting its 
citizens of Armenian descent to depor-
tation, abduction, torture, massacre, 
and starvation. The land on which 
some of the Armenians had lived for 
generations was expropriated from 
them. It is imperative for the Amer-
ican people and for people around the 
world to commemorate this tragedy, 
with the hope that by remembrance we 

will advance the day when the world 
will no longer witness such horrors. 

Over one million Armenians perished 
as part of a deliberate campaign of 
murder in the waning days of the Otto-
man Empire. Armenians, given that 
they were neither Turks nor Muslims, 
were treated as threats, even though 
the Armenians had been exemplary 
citizens and had lived together peace-
ably with their Turkish neighbors for 
centuries. April 24th is the date chosen 
to commemorate this genocide, since it 
was on that day in 1915 that govern-
ment leaders rounded up 300 Armenian 
leaders, writers, thinkers and profes-
sionals for their deportation and for 
many, their deaths. While the pre-
eminent members of the Constantino-
ple’s Armenian community were being 
rounded up on that day, 5,000 others 
were slaughtered in their homes and on 
the streets. 

Many Western, democratic nations 
became aware of the ruthless targeting 
of the Armenian population yet did not 
act to stop it. In May 1915, Great Brit-
ain, France, and Russia advised the 
Turkish leaders that they would be 
held personally responsible for this 
crime against humanity. Later that 
year, Henry Morgenthau, the American 
Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire, 
cabled the State Department saying, 
‘‘Deportation of and excesses against 
peaceful Armenians is increasing and 
from harrowing reports of eye wit-
nesses it appears that a campaign of 
race extermination is in progress under 
a pretext of reprisal against rebellion.’’ 
His successor, Abram Elkus, wrote in 
1816 that, ‘‘. . . unchecked policy of ex-
termination through starvation, ex-
haustion, and brutality of treatment 
hardly surpassed even in Turkish his-
tory.’’ 

In addition to the government 
records decrying the events in the 
Ottoman Empire, historians have been 
able to record the memories of the vic-
tims. It is important to share these 
stories, to ensure that the subsequent 
generations can truly understand the 
appalling conditions under which their 
ancestors both perished and survived. 
The Genocide Project, an effort by the 
San Francisco Bay Area Armenian Na-
tional Committee, has done a remark-
able job of compiling oral and visual 
documentation from some of the sur-
vivors. 

Edward Racoubian told the project 
how when, ‘‘We reached the Euphrates 
River and despite the hundreds of bod-
ies floating in it, we drank from it like 
there was no tomorrow. We quenched 
our thirst for the first time since our 
departure. . . . Of a caravan of nearly 
10,000 people, there were now only some 
300 of us left. My aunt, my sisters, my 
brothers had all died or disappeared. 
Only my mother and I were left. We de-
cided to hide and take refuge with 
some Arab nomads. My mother died 
there under their tents. They did not 
treat me well—they kept me hungry 
and beat me often and they branded me 
as their own.’’ 

‘‘Sometime later, Turkish gendarmes 
came over and grabbed all the boys 
from 5 to 10 years old. I was about 7 or 
8. They grabbed me too,’’ Sam 
Kadorian said. ‘‘They threw us all into 
a pile on the sandy beach and started 
jabbing us with their swords and bayo-
nets. I must’ve been in the center be-
cause only one sword got me . . . 
nipped my cheek . . . here, my cheek. 
But, I couldn’t cry. I was covered with 
blood from the other bodies on top of 
me, but I couldn’t cry. If had, I would 
not be here today.’’ 

I believe the highest tribute we can 
pay to the victims of a genocide is by 
acknowledging the horrors they faced 
and reaffirming our commitment to 
fight against such heinous acts in the 
future. 

In commemorating the tragedy of the 
genocide today, I would also like to 
recognize the fact that yesterday Can-
ada’s House of Commons, took the cou-
rageous step of officially recognizing 
that the events initiated on April 24, 
1915, were in fact a genocide and crime 
against humanity. It is my hope that 
all people of goodwill will join in call-
ing this tragedy by its correct name— 
a genocide. I hope that our colleagues 
will join me in commemorating this 
tragedy and vowing to honor and re-
member the innocent victims of the 
Armenian genocide. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise 
today with my colleagues, my fellow 
Rhode Islanders, and our Armenian 
American community to observe the 
89th anniversary of the Armenian 
Genocide. 

At this time, it is fitting that we re-
flect on this tragic event in order to 
ensure that future generations remem-
ber and learn from the pain and suf-
fering of those who came before us. 

The Armenian Genocide was a dem-
onstration of evil. From its genesis on 
April 24, 1915, through the end of 1923, 
nearly one and a half million Arme-
nians were killed and over a half a mil-
lion survivors exiled. 

All the while, the United States Gov-
ernment, too busy trying to defeat the 
Austro-German alliance and attempt-
ing to stay out of a war in Europe, ig-
nored these atrocities. The United 
States Ambassador to Turkey, Henry 
Morgenthau, Sr., attempted to bring 
the tragic string of events to a climax, 
pleading with both President Wilson 
and Secretary of State Robert Lansing 
to get involved. Former President 
Theodore Roosevelt, frustrated by a 
lack of response from his own govern-
ment, petitioned President Wilson on 
24 November 1915, saying ‘‘Until we put 
honor and duty first, and are willing to 
risk something in order to achieve 
righteousness both for ourselves and 
for others, we shall accomplish noth-
ing; and we shall earn and deserve the 
contempt of the strong nations of man-
kind.’’ 

Unfortunately, the Armenian geno-
cide was only the first of several 20th 
century tragedies—the Nazi extermi-
nation of the Jews and others during 
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