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United States military. Not one of 10
years ago or 6 years ago or 8 years ago
or 3 years ago but a recent returnee
from the combat zone of Irag. | wanted
everybody to get a chance to meet Miss
Goodwin.

She has a new and wonderful baby.
She was dishonorably discharged. But
let me tell you her story because she
is, in fact, not just a former war vet-
eran, someone who spent nights with
missiles and explosives around her sur-
roundings, someone who was serving as
other were fallen or wounded. This is
how Nicole Goodwin travels these days,
with a one-year-old daughter pressed to
her chest in a snuggly, a heavy back-
pack strapped across her shoulders and
a baby stroller crammed with as many
bags of clothes and diapers as she can
hold.

When and you are a homeless young
mother these are the things that you
carry. The story goes on to say, as it is
called ‘“Home From lIrag and Home-
less,”” that now every day she soldiers
on to find a residence where the rent is
not covered by payment in kind of late
bus rides and early morning rising to
move from one shelter to the next. All
the while she keeps in mind the acro-
nym she earned or learned in the
Army. Leadership. L is for loyalty. D is
for duty. R is for respect. S is for self-
less service. H is for honor. P is for per-
sonal coverage. And | is her favorite
and that is for integrity.

A homeless veteran. A young woman
with a child. A combat veteran is
homeless and without a job. What can
America say to its best and brightest
who have come home from a war and
they cannot find a job.

Let me just finish her story by say-
ing a war veteran wearing a backpack,
pushing a stroller and carrying a baby,
stayed in another strange hotel room
last night, mostly because the city of
her birth does not know how to wel-
come her home.

Mr. Chairman, | would ask you to-
night as we know that Miss Goodwin
probably still walks the street and is
homeless and is without a job. I would
like to see the Congressional Black
Caucus rally around her with certainly
the members from her constituency to
be able to ask the State why they can-
not help an Iragi war veteran, a young
woman who now walks the street as we
speak homeless with a daughter, with-
out a job.

| yield to the gentleman for the op-
portunity to respond.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, |
wanted to make it clear that we will do
that. We will rally around Miss Good-
win, but the sad part about it is Miss
Goodwin is only one, and I am sure
that there are many, many others and
then the question becomes how do we
make sure we rally around all of them.
Because as you just said, with our men
and women in bunkers in Fallujah and
with them fighting and giving up their
blood, sweat, tears and lives, and then
for those who are able to come back
and end up in situations like this or
somewhat similar is a shame.
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So, yes, we will rally around here but
we must find ways to rally around the
many others who are voiceless, who the
New York Times never interviewed, the
ones that will never appear on the
front page of the Washington Post, the
ones that you will never hear about on
ABC News, those who we have to find
and help.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | thank the gentleman. As we
discussed, you were absolutely right.
She is symbolic of millions, and what |
would like us to be reminded of is we
have a job, and that is why we need to
have a leadership change in this coun-
try because in the State of Texas we
are talking about 500 jobs lost in the
month of March, but we are talking
about 175,200 jobs lost since January of
2001.

We are talking about a Congress that
is struggling to pass a transportation
bill that will create jobs. We are talk-
ing about those who are incarcerated,
African American males who come out
having paid their time and not able to
find jobs.

We are speaking as well about pro-
grams that have been cut, the Small
Business Administration funding which
creates jobs, and yet the budget from
the Bush administration refuses to re-
fund or add monies back to create
those jobs that would come about. We
need a common sense plan to recognize,
one, that the budget and the economy
is failing, but as well that we need a
change in government, one that allows
a President to promote jobs and to
claim that he is concerned about peo-
ple like Miss Goodwin and other home-
less persons and others who are edu-
cated, without cause.

As | close, let me say that | thank
the Chair for allowing me to speak and
| thank the gentleman for having this
special order to talk about the impor-
tance of jobs in America.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, |
thank the gentlewoman very much.

—

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this special order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BLACKBURN). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Mary-
land?

There was no objection.

——

BALANCE THE BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. SMITH) is recognized for 60
minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, | would like to address cer-
tainly different issues that | think are
possibly more serious than a lot of
challenges this Congress has faced, this
Nation has faced in fact.
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This is the 195th birthday of Abra-
ham Lincoln, and in my district Repub-
licans are celebrating Abraham Lin-
coln’s birthday with their annual din-
ners. And | think of what Abraham
Lincoln said in his Gettysburg Address
when he indicated that, Can a country
of the people, by the people and for the
people long endure?

And now | am concerned about the
system that we have in the United
States where we have so many lob-
bying groups pushing for more money
and a political system where Members
of the House and the Senate often are
better off and increase their prob-
abilities of getting reelected if they
start promising more programs, if they
take home pork barrel projects that
might allow them to be on the front
page of the newspaper or on television
and it ends up that they have more
publicity if they spend more money
down here.

And that has led us into a dilemma of
overspending and overpromising. And |
have put this pie chart up simply to re-
view how the Federal Government now
spends approximately $2.4 trillion in
the year that we are budgeting for
right now.

We see the largest portion of our
total spending pie that represents 21
percent of the total spending of the
Federal Government is Social Secu-
rity. But Medicare, which is now 12
percent, is going to overtake Social Se-
curity in terms of the percentage of
total spending, total Federal Govern-
ment spending that it consumes, and
that is going to happen within the next
25 years.

Part of it is because we have dra-
matically expanded the Medicare pro-
gram to now cover more benefits, in-
cluding prescription drugs. And there
is a problem with prescription drugs
because if you are on Medicare and you
do not have the proper drugs and you
go into the hospital, then Medicare
pays for all those prescription drugs
while you are in the hospital. So to the
extent that some of the new prescrip-
tion drugs can keep you out of the hos-
pital, it is reasonable to have some
help from Medicare to furnish those
drugs to keep you out of the hospitals.

But what we have done now is we
have expanded the entitlement pro-
gram in Medicare for prescription
drugs without making strong changes
to the programs that are going to keep
the program solvent. So the actuaries
in Medicare are estimating that the
unfunded liabilities for Medicare now
is approaching almost over $60 trillion.
In other words, over $60 trillion would
have to be put in a savings account
today with returning the amount of in-
terest that would represent inflation
plus the time value of money to come
up with enough money to continue to
pay benefits and to have enough money
over and above the FICA tax, the pay-
roll tax that is contributing to the
Medicare fund.

As we go around this pie chart, we
see that defense is 20 percent, 2 years
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