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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, May 10, 2004, at 12 noon.

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable GOR-
DON H. SMITH, a Senator from the State
of Oregon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
prayer will be offered by the guest
Chaplain, Dr. Alan Keiran, the Senate
Chaplain’s chief of staff.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

0, God, at Your command we lift up
our praises to Your holy Name. You
call us to worship and honor You, for
You are our hope in times of need, our
shelter in the storms of life, and our
strength in moments of weakness. You
alone are our rock and our salvation.

Grant us this day, O Lord, the spir-
itual stamina and wisdom needed to
fulfill Your divine purposes for our
lives. Guide us in paths of righteous-
ness for Your name’s sake.

Go before our Senators and their
staffs and guide them in meeting the
many challenges and obligations of
this day. Free them from persistent
worries and grant them the clarity of
thought needed to discern your perfect
ways in the midst of many appealing
options. Grant them precious moments
of quiet reflection, divine illumination,
and peaceful consolation.

Be with all those whose thoughts are
focused on loved ones in harm’s way.
Watch over our courageous military
men and women as they seek to bring
order out of chaos at the risk of their
own lives.

Bless this great Nation with the out-
pouring of Your sovereign protection—
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for You alone, O Lord, can exalt a na-
tion, and You alone can deliver us from
evil.

In the Name that is above every
name, I pray. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable GORDON H. SMITH led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

The bill clerk read the following let-
ter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, May 7, 2004.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable GORDON H. SMITH, a
Senator from the State of Oregon, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

TED STEVENS,
President pro tempore.

Mr. SMITH thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from South Carolina
is recognized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. GRAHAM of South Carolina. Mr.
President, today the Senate will con-
duct a period of morning business with
Senators to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The leader announced last night that
we have been unable to reach an agree-
ment, and it appears it will be nec-
essary to file cloture today on the FSC/
ETI JOBS bill. It is disappointing that
many of the amendments remaining
have nothing to do with the underlying
bill.

The leader also announced that no
rollcall votes will occur today and all
Members should be aware that the next
rollcall vote can be expected Monday
evening. We will hear more on the
schedule later in the day.

I yield the floor.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will be a period for the transaction of
morning business with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

———
RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MINORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Nevada is rec-
ognized.
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ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. REID. This morning on our side,
Mr. President, we have people who wish
to speak. Senator AKAKA is in the
Chamber at this time. We would ask
unanimous consent that he be allowed
to speak for up to 15 minutes, Senator
JEFFORDS for up to 15 minutes, Senator
WYDEN for 15 minutes, and Senator
CORZINE for up to 15 minutes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The Senator from Hawaii,
AKAKA, is recognized.

Mr.

———

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the Asian American
and Pacific Islander (AAPI) commu-
nity and commemorate Asian Pacific
American Heritage Month. As a mem-
ber of the Congressional Asian Pacific
American Caucus, the only Chinese
American in the U.S. Senate, and sole
Native Hawaiian in the U.S. Congress,
I am proud to stand here to honor the
accomplishments and diversity of the
AAPI community.

In 1978, my friends and dear col-
leagues Representatives Frank Horton
and Norman Mineta, joined by Hawaii’s
Senators DANIEL K. INOUYE and Spark
Matsunaga, introduced the first resolu-
tions establishing Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Heritage Week to recognize the
ongoing contributions to our Nation of
the AAPI population. Representatives
Horton and Mineta worked with their
colleagues in the 102nd Congress to
make Asian Pacific American Heritage
Week a month-long celebration, and
succeeded in doing so with enactment
of Public Law 102450 in 1992. I look
back with pride over the past 25 years
since our great Nation first observed
Asian Pacific American Heritage Week.

Throughout this month, Federal
agencies and AAPI and other organiza-
tions will hold events in celebration of
the diversity of the AAPI population
that range from samplings of Asian
cuisines to dance, and policy lectures
by distinguished speakers. Each event
demonstrates the contributions that
AAPI individuals have made to our
country. I commend agencies and orga-
nizations for sponsoring such events to
increase public awareness of the con-
tributions made by the AAPI commu-
nity.

This month presents us with a good
opportunity to reexamine the need to
increase AAPI participation in our
Federal Government. I encourage the
President to renew Executive Order
13216, the President’s Advisory Com-
mission on Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders, which expired on June
7, 2003. The Commission is mandated to
develop, monitor, and coordinate Fed-
eral efforts to improve AAPI participa-
tion in Government programs; foster
research and data collection for AAPI
populations and sub-populations; and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

increase public and private sector and
community involvement in improving
the health and well-being of the AAPI
community. AAPI citizens, whether
employed in the private and public sec-
tor, deserve the coordination of serv-
ices that the Commission can facili-
tate.

Our celebration of AAPI history in-
cludes remembrances of the challenges
and hardships that have been over-
come. For example, we will never for-
get the internment of Japanese Ameri-
cans during World War II. At the newly
opened Manzanar National Historic
Site Interpretive Center at the
Manzanar War Relocation Center, we
have an opportunity to explore our
past and reflect. The AAPI community,
specifically the Japanese American Na-
tional Museum and Japanese American
Citizens League, are exploring ways to
preserve and recall history at the other
sites that mark this traumatic time in
our country’s history in an effort to en-
sure that such actions do not repeat
themselves.

This month also affords us time to
reflect on the various social needs that
exist in the AAPI community. Its pop-
ulation enriches our culture linguis-
tically through a range of languages,
such as Chinese, Hawaiian, Korean,
Japanese, Malay, Samoan, Tamil, Thai,
Vietnamese, and various Melanesian,
Micronesian, and Polynesian lan-
guages. Our Nation benefits from this
linguistic diversity in our ability to
compete in the global economy, and
U.S. national security is strengthened
by increasing the pool of individuals
fluent in critical languages. Fluency in
foreign languages is one of the vital
skills necessary for the United States
to exercise international leadership
economically and politically. However,
according to the U.S. Census Bureau,
slightly less than half of the 7 million
AAPI who speak a language other than
English at home report that they speak
English ‘“‘very well.”” We need to better
address the educational needs of all
limited English proficiency students,
children, and adults.

I want to extend my gratitude to the
patriotic men and women serving our
country in the military, including the
60,813 Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers serving on active duty in the
U.S. Armed Services, as well as the
28,066 in the Reserves and National
Guard. I also commend the 351,000
AAPI veterans, 57,000 of whom are of
Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander
heritage, for their excellence in defend-
ing our nation.

In addition, individual achievements
among the AAPI population are many.
Though impossible to enumerate all
those extraordinary individuals, I
would like to cite a few examples.

Army Specialist Hilario Bermanis of
the Army’s 82nd Airborne Division was
presented with the Bronze Star and
Purple Heart for Meritorious Conduct
in Operation Iraqi Freedom. On July
16, 2003, the award presentation cere-
mony took place bedside at Walter
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Reed Army Medical Center where he
was convalescing from grave injuries.
Specialist Bermanis and a fellow sol-
dier were on guard duty in southern
Baghdad when they sustained an at-
tack by rocket propelled grenades on
June 10, 2003. His fellow soldier died in-
stantly and Specialist Bermanis lost
both legs and his left hand. Officials
from the Federated States of Micro-
nesia (FSM) and the U.S. Government
have visited him at Walter Reed and
praised him for his courage and exem-
plary service. A senior U.S. official
commended Specialist Bermanis’s serv-
ice as representative of FSM citizens’
commitment to the security of the
United States and Pacific region. Spe-
cialist Bermanis hails from Pohnpei in
the Federated States of Micronesia.

Dr. Yuan-Cheng Fung, the recipient
of the Chinese Institute of Engineers’
Distinguished Life Time Achievement
Award, is a pioneer in bioengineering
and founder of the University of Cali-
fornia, San Diego’s bioengineering de-
partment. Born in China in 1919, Dr.
Fung began his career as an aero-
nautics engineer working for the Chi-
nese government. Dr. Fung received his
Ph.D. from the California Institute of
Technology in 1948, where he became a
faculty member and a major contrib-
utor to the field of aeroelasticity.
When his mother developed glaucoma,
Dr. Fung’s interests shifted to medical
science. Combining an expertise in
force and motion from aeronautics
with physiology, he synthesized a new
understanding of how the body func-
tions and became the father of bio-
mechanics.

Lauren Moriarty, a Native Hawaiian,
is a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service and was confirmed for the
rank of Ambassador to the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation Forum, where
she was recently the U.S. Senior Offi-
cial. Having previously served in Bei-
jing and Taipei, Ms. Moriarty led the
Economic Sections at the U.S. Em-
bassy in Beijing, China (1999-2001) and
the American Institute in Taiwan
(1994-1997) as those two economies com-
pleted negotiations to accede to the
World Trade Organization. She has re-
ceived numerous awards, including the
State Department’s 1993 Arnold L.
Raphel Award for her leadership and
mentoring of her subordinates.

Indra K. Nooyi is the widely admired
President and Chief Financial Officer
for PepsiCo and highest ranking In-
dian-born woman in corporate Amer-
ica. Upon emigrating to the United
States in 1978, Ms. Nooyi entered the
Yale School of Management. She
worked from midnight to five in the
morning to support herself at school. A
firm believer in human potential and
an advocate of education, Ms. Nooyi
has received awards for her dedication
to human capital management. She is
ranked by Fortune magazine as one of
America’s top 50 most powerful women.

AAPI cultural and linguistic diver-
sity, entrepreneurship, public service,
and scientific endeavors illustrate a
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number of the ways that our Nation ex-
cels. The United States is the most en-
ergetic and innovative country because
of the combination of these AAPI
strengths with the diverse abilities and
skills of our Nation’s other ethnic and
racial groups. The U.S. is also a leader
in the world because of our ability to
acknowledge, celebrate, and utilize the
potency of our combined, diverse citi-
zenry, including the contributions from
every member of our AAPI community.
In the world that is all too frequently
wracked by ethnic and religious con-
flicts, we can demonstrate to others
how racial and ethnic harmony in the
U.S. provides a balance that encour-
ages a stable democracy, provides for
well-functioning societies, and sustains
the most powerful economy in the
world.

In closing, I extend my deepest aloha
to all in celebration of Asian Pacific
American Heritage Month, and I urge
my colleagues to participate in com-
memorations of this month in their
States and our Nation’s Capital.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. GRAHAM of South Carolina. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent the
order for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. GRAHAM of South Carolina. I
ask to be recognized to speak in morn-
ing business.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——
TRADE WITH CHINA

Mr. GRAHAM of South Carolina. Mr.
President, we have apparently reached
an impasse on the FSC/ETI bill. I am
the first one to acknowledge that our
majority leader should be insistent we
pass this bill. We are dealing with some
changes to the tax policy of the United
States to avoid tariffs on U.S.-manu-
factured products going into Europe.
The WTO has ruled against us and we
need to change our law. We have a lot
of other things being added onto this
bill that are probably not related to
that but, as this bill is being touted as
a jobs package, I think that is an ap-
propriate way to describe what we are
trying to accomplish in this bill.

But I am going to be honest with
you, I have an amendment I have had
pending on this bill for a very long
time, along with Senator SCHUMER, and
this amendment deals with requiring
the Chinese Government to float the
currency. It basically says if within 180
days the Chinese Government does not
take corrective action in the way they
peg their currency to the dollar, then
tariffs will be levied against any prod-
ucts coming out of China into the
United States that benefit from that
currency devaluation.
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To make a long story short: China
cheats. The Chinese have a system of
valuing their money that creates be-
tween a 15-percent and 40-percent dis-
count on all products produced in
China. This currency manipulation is
putting our manufacturing community
at a severe disadvantage. It is creating
an unfair advantage for Chinese-pro-
duced products, and it is done by the
Government.

Free trade, fair trade, these are
words people throw around. If you are a
free trader, that code word means you
don’t care for the consequences to the
worker. If you are a fair trader, the
code word means you are a protec-
tionist. I would like to be thought of as
a balanced trader. You cannot have
balance if your trading partner at the
governmental level cheats.

I don’t have enough time to go into
how I think the Chinese Government
intentionally steals intellectual prop-
erty rights of American companies and
foreign companies, but 90 percent of all
the videos and tapes sold in China are
pirated. If you do business in China,
your intellectual property is very
much at risk because there is no rule of
law protection. The Chinese Govern-
ment helps companies transship—ille-
gally ship goods produced in China to
get the benefit of trade agreements to
which they are not party, and it goes
on and on. But one of the biggest
abuses is to value the currency in an
artificially low manner that pegs the
Chinese currency to the dollar in a way
that gives a 15-percent to 40-percent
discount.

Our amendment, that of myself and
Senator SCHUMER, tries to let the Chi-
nese know we are not going to take
this anymore. They need to take cor-
rective action. If we are going to trade
with you, if you are going to be a mem-
ber of the family of nations, you need
to comply with international trade
laws when it comes to how you value
money; that you can’t cheat without a
consequence.

If you doubt what I am saying, talk
with any manufacturing entity that is
a domestic manufacturer that com-
petes with China and ask them about
the money problem, the currency, the
devaluing of the Chinese currency, and
how it affects their ability to be com-
petitive. In droves, they will tell you
that you need to either get China to
float their currency like every other
market-based economy has done, to
find its true value, as we do, or you
need to revalue it to get a more fair
and accurate representation of the
value of the Chinese currency.

We have had great job growth in the
last 2 months. That is encouraging. But
one thing we have not been able to ac-
complish yet is a rebounding in manu-
facturing jobs. I am here to say I sup-
port the President in every endeavor to
try to grow this economy, but we—the
administration, the Congress, the
House and the Senate—need to deal
more aggressively with Chinese abuses
when it comes to trade.
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From September 2002 to September
2003, there has been a 6.6 percent de-
cline in manufacturing jobs in South
Carolina. One of the great reasons is
not productivity gains; it has been a
loss of market share to China—not be-
cause they work harder, not because
they are smarter, but because the Gov-
ernment cheats.

As a whole, the U.S. manufacturing
jobs have decreased by 4.2 percent.
Only two States, Hawaii and Nevada,
have seen an increase in manufacturing
jobs. In South Carolina, 41,000 jobs in
2003 were lost in manufacturing and 3
million American jobs have been lost
in the last 5% years. China’s access to
the U.S. textile industry and apparel
market more than doubled in 2002,
growing at 117 percent. That is in addi-
tion to 114 percent up in 2003.

The bottom line to all this is there
will be no economic recovery in manu-
facturing until our country aggres-
sively deals with trade abuses of China
in a wide variety of areas, but one of
the chief abuses is the Chinese Govern-
ment artificially devalues its money,
creating a discount from 15 to 40 per-
cent on every product made in China.
That is not fair to those people who are
competing with Chinese companies. It
is done intentionally and it has a seri-
ous and dramatic effect on our ability
to sustain manufacturing jobs in this
country.

The U.S.-China Economic and Secu-
rity Review Commission was a commis-
sion established by the Congress to
look at Chinese policies and how they
affect our economy and whether China
is playing fairly. It is a bipartisan
group. It is a group before which I have
testified. They have taken testimony
from a variety of people in the United
States about China and how China af-
fects the U.S. market and whether Chi-
nese practices comply with inter-
national trade regimes. Here is what
they said:

China, in violation of both its IMF and
WTO obligations, is in fact manipulating its
currency for trade advantage.

The Commission urges the congressional
leadership to use its legislative powers to
force action by the U.S. and Chinese govern-
ments to address this unfair and mer-
cantilist trade practice.

They are telling us that, yes, the cur-
rency in China is being intentionally
manipulated and it is costing us jobs
and it has a detrimental impact on the
American economy.

It is being undervalued on purpose to
create a trade advantage. They are urg-
ing us to get the administration and us
as a body—the House and Senate as
bodies—to fight back. I am here to say
I accept their challenge. I am willing
to fight back.

We are not going to have a cloture
vote with my vote until I get a promise
we are going to address this problem
this year.

Since 1994, when China pegged its
currency to the dollar, the trade deficit
has increased dramatically. In 1994,
they tied the value of their currency to
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the United States dollar in a way that
the China Trade Commission found to
be unfair and a way that Secretary of
the Treasury Snow’s office found to be
manipulated, to be unfair.

In 1994, the trade deficit with China
was $30 billion. In 2003, it is $124 billion
and it is going up. This says a lot about
the problem we have with China. You
will never convince me their markets
are fairly open and their conduct as a
government is not responsible for this
increased trade deficit. All of it is not
due to the currency devaluation, but a
great deal of it is. The question for the
Senate is: Are we going to sit on the
sidelines and ignore this problem? Are
we going to continue to allow the Chi-
nese Government to continue to inten-
tionally devalue its currency, creating
an advantage for Chinese companies
over American companies, and have no
response? The answer of this Senator
is, no, we are not going to sit on the
sidelines. As Senators, we need to be
held accountable about this abuse by
China. If Members do not think it is an
abuse, come to the Senate and say so,
but speak up one way or the other. No
more being silent on an issue this im-
portant to our economy.

Since permanent normal trade rela-
tions have been established by China,
there has been an explosion of Chinese
exports. PNTR status used to be most-
favored-nation status. They changed
the acronym because no one wants to
say China is the most favored nation
because they are so abusive to their
people and the world at large. We
changed the acronym. The reason we
changed the acronym is because people
did not want to associate themselves
with saying China is a most favored na-
tion.

We need a more ‘“‘Ronald Reagan re-
sponse’ to China. It is an evil empire
that abuses people. It does not allow
freedom of speech or freedom of reli-
gion. It is hard to trade with people
who have none of the values you pos-
sess. Since 2001, there has been over a
20-percent increase in Chinese imports.
Our exports to China have basically
been flat. They are taking us to the
cleaners.

China has been in clear violation of
IMF and WTO commitments by main-
taining an unfairly low exchange rate
to gain competitive advantage. IMF ar-
ticle IV states that members should
avoid manipulating exchange rates in
order to gain an unfair competitive ad-
vantage over other members.

That is what is going on in China. We
are proposing in our amendment that if
China does not fairly wvalue its cur-
rency to meet international standards
of doing business—and, yes, every
country has sovereignty over their own
currency, but countries do not have the
right to manipulate their currency in a
way to create an unfair advantage in
the world marketplace and still con-
sider themselves a member of the fam-
ily of nations.

What we are talking about is bring-
ing about corrective action that inter-
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national trade regimes require. That is
all we are talking about. We are going
to give the Chinese 180 days to correct
this problem and work with them to do
s0, but we are not going to let them get
away with it.

About 3 or 4 months ago, maybe even
longer now, this body unanimously
passed a resolution I authored con-
demning the Chinese manipulation of
their currency, saying it was unfair,
created damage to the American econ-
omy, and hurt American manufac-
turing. That was passed by a voice
vote, with no opposition. That has not
done anything. I thought it might. I
thought it might get their attention,
but the abuse still continues.

It is now time to be serious. The
amendment we offer says if you do not
peg your current currency in a more
accurate way, or ‘‘float” as you should,
being a major economic force in the
world, we will start putting tariffs on
your products 6 months down the road.
And we have the right to do that under
international law. A reevaluation of
the yuan should permit other nations’
currencies to go up at least partway,
maybe 10 percent or so.

The whole idea of trade is to help de-
veloping nations and rise all boats. The
Chinese manipulation of their currency
and their practices are to sink every
boat around them. The Dominican Re-
public and other developing nations are
having a hard time competing with
China. China is not interested in rais-
ing the boats of other nations. They
are interested in stealing market share
and sinking every boat they can get
hold of.

If they change their practices, it will
allow their neighbors to accurately
value their currencies, helping Amer-
ican manufacturing in a tremendous
way. What would that way be?

If you put all these currency changes to-
gether—not just China, the Asian region—
the result would be a $50 billion reduction in
the United States current account deficit,
which in turn translates to something like
500,000 high-paying jobs, mainly in manufac-
turing in this country.

That is according to Fred Bergsten,
Ph.D., Director for the International
Institute for Economics.

That sentiment has been echoed by
people in the manufacturing commu-
nity, economists, all over this country,
all over the world. The European Union
is having a problem with Chinese cur-
rency bpractices. Again, 500,000 high-
paying jobs could come about if the
Chinese only played fair.

I have something to say to the Sen-
ate: Chinese are not going to play fair
on their own. If we want the Chinese
Communist dictatorship to play fair,
we will have to push them.

A pegged exchange rate policy is not
appropriate for a major economy in the
global system such as China. They are
pegging the yuan to the dollar where it
will always be of less value than the
dollar, artificially low, creating a dis-
count on any product made in China. If
I am selling the product where dollars

May 7, 2004

are involved, and you are selling a
product in China where the yuan is in-
volved, and you have lowered the value
of that currency, you have created an
advantage for yourself. That is exactly
what is going on.

Secretary Snow stressed that a flexi-
ble market-based exchange rate regime
and reduced controls on capital flows
are the best system for China and all
major world economies. He is exactly
right. He stated that in April of 2004.

We have manufacturing business
owners who are telling us we have a
problem. We have Secretary Snow who
has looked at it and found abuses. We
have world class economists telling us
we have a problem with China. We have
the Congress’s own commission that
was chartered to investigate China in
terms of potential abuses telling us
that the currency is undervalued in a
manipulative fashion, hurting Amer-
ican manufacturing unfairly. Now we
have labor unions commenting.

While many factors contributed to this
devastating job loss (in manufacturing), it is
clear that the Chinese government’s manipu-
lation of its currency, violation of inter-
national trade rules and egregious repression
of its citizens’ fundamental democratic and
human rights are key contributors to unfair
competitive advantage. The Chinese govern-
ment is flouting its international obligations
and the U.S. government must act urgently
to hold it accountable.

That is from the AFL-CIO. The truth
is, myself and the AFL-CIO probably
do not agree on a lot of domestic
issues. Sometimes we do. On this issue
we see China the same. China is a dan-
gerous, growing threat to this country.
Their military is doubling, exponen-
tially growing in terms of its capabili-
ties. They are getting money from
international trade regimes where they
are cheap.

The Chinese people, I am sure, are
good, decent people and living under
very oppressive conditions, something
we would not stand for 5 minutes.

At the end of the day, the least we
can do is fight back against its Com-
munist dictatorship when they cheat.
If we are going to trade with China,
then we need to make China part of the
family of nations. But this country
needs to stand up to the Chinese Gov-
ernment when they cheat. They are
undervaluing their currency on pur-
pose. It is costing us a lot of jobs. It is
not fair, and it needs to be addressed.

I am here to say, as a U.S. Senator in
his first term, I am going to do every-
thing I can to bring this issue to the
Senate. I want to do it on this bill. If
I can reach an agreement with our
leadership and friends on the other
side, we will do it down the road. But
we are going to address this problem. I
hope we do something about China’s
trade abuses sooner or later before it
costs us more jobs.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.
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Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. COLEMAN. Are we still in morn-
ing business?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. We are in morning business.

The Senator from Minnesota.

———
GOOD ECONOMIC NEWS

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, about
6, 7 months ago, I rose on the floor of
the Senate to talk about some good
economic news. We have gone through
very difficult economic times in this
country—a recession that began before
President Bush got elected. There was
a devastating impact on the psy-
chology of American consumers be-
cause of corporate fraud, corporate
malfeasance, the actions we saw with
Enron and WorldCom, and Tyco, for
which some of those folks involved in
that will ultimately be brought to jus-
tice. But it had a devastating impact
on the confidence of American con-
sumers and the economy.

Then we had September 11, which had
a devastating physical impact, dev-
astating psychological impact, with
great suffering across the board. And,
again, beyond the hurt that so many
families suffered and the Nation suf-
fered, the economy suffered. The econ-
omy suffered, and the economy slowed
down. Americas had not been attacked
on its own shores, I believe, since the
War of 1812.

In spite of that, look at where we are
today, 3 years later. There is good
news. With all the challenges we face
in this world, sometimes you have to
stand up and talk about good news.

When I rose on the floor of the Sen-
ate about 6 months ago, there was a
little bit of good news, and my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
talked about: Let’s not be premature.
My colleagues on the other side of the
aisle still lambasted, and continue to
criticize, the vision and the actions of
the President and this Congress in cut-
ting taxes.

Today, I had a chance to review the
most recent numbers by the Labor De-
partment. Mr. President, 288,000 new
jobs were created in April. And it is not
just April. As the Presiding Officer
from Oregon is well aware, what hap-
pens is the Labor Department often re-
calculates the reports from months be-
fore. And the month before the job
numbers were very strong. They were
at 308,000 new jobs in March. Well, in
today’s listing of the jobs for April, the
March numbers have been revised up-
ward to 337,000 jobs.

In fact, if you go back to March,
what happened in March is that the
Labor Department revised up the Janu-
ary and February job gains. So the
total in January and February and
March was over half a million new jobs
created in this country over 3 months.
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Now what we see is over a million
jobs—a million jobs—created in this
country in the last 8 months. That is
good news. That is something Ameri-
cans should celebrate.

When I was the mayor of St. Paul,
folks used to say: Mayor, what are you
doing for a kid today?

And I would say: One of the best
things I can do for a kid is make sure
mom and dad have an opportunity to
work.

There are all sorts of good things
that come with a job, not the least of
which is health insurance. The best
welfare program is a job. The best
housing program is a job. There is the
dignity that comes with a job, the im-
pact it has on a family, and the less-
ening of the pressures that one sees in
a family. So there is a whole range of
great things that happen.

It is interesting; I am an optimist
and have always been an optimist.
Sometimes there are folks who look at
what is good news and what is bad
news, and at times I sense that with
our friends on the other side of the
aisle there is a dark cloud over there
waiting for the rain to happen. But the
sun is beginning to shine—and not be-
ginning to shine, it is shining on Amer-
icans who are looking for work—a mil-
lion new jobs in 8 months, 288,000 jobs
in April. The reason is, in large meas-
ure, because of the tax cuts this Con-
gress enacted.

Talk to any small businessperson,
and they will tell you, when you give
bonus depreciation, it increases their
incentive to put money into new equip-
ment. When you put money into new
equipment, folks who produce that
equipment have a job, and folks who
run that equipment have a job. When
you accelerate or increase expensing,
again, it is an encouragement to small
business. And small businesses are
where the jobs have grown. The small
business then reinvests in the business.
When you reinvest in the business, you
grow jobs. When you lower the top
rate—which is not about tax cuts for
the rich—it is tax cuts for small busi-
nesses.

I had an opportunity to be in Roch-
ester, MN, the other day. We talked
about taxes. I asked the business folks:
How many of you are subchapter S cor-
porations? A lot of hands went up. I am
not an accountant, and I used to be a
lawyer. But subchapter S corporations
are taxed at the same level as personal
taxes. So when we talk about cutting
the highest rate, what is happening is
we are cutting the tax load for the job
creators in this country, the small
business men and women.

Yesterday, there was good news.
State initial claims for jobless benefits
in April, in my State, fell 31.5 percent
from last April, hitting the lowest level
since before the 2001 recession. Initial
claims nationally dropped, last week,
by 25,000, to 350,000—the lowest number
of claims since October 2000.

Retailer sales are up. Productivity is
up. Consumer confidence is up. Home
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buying is up. It is fascinating; the
economy grew at a healthy 4.2-percent
rate in the first quarter, up 4.1 percent
in the previous quarter. When I read
the Minneapolis Star Tribune yester-
day, they were saying: April figures
will be announced. Economists were ex-
pecting a gain of 150,000 jobs. Well, the
economists were wrong.

We have already doubled what was
reported by the Labor Department. The
unemployment rate was supposed to re-
main constant at 5.7 percent, but it has
dipped another tenth of a percent to 5.6
percent.

Mr. President, this is great news for
about every American, except John
Kerry. I hope we put the politics aside.
I hope my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle can now say, yes, President
Bush was right that when you cut
taxes, when you cut the tax load on
small businessmen and businesswomen,
it grows jobs; when you cut taxes and
put money back in the pockets of
moms and dads, it grows jobs.

This is not a politician standing up
and talking; these are the facts. This is
the data the Department of Labor has
reported. The President’s vision was
clear, the President’s vision was right.
Congress was right to act on that vi-
sion. The great beneficiaries today are
the moms and dads in America who can
now look out and say there is more job
opportunity out there, and that is a
very good thing.

With that, I yield the floor and sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

THE APPALLING TREATMENT OF
IRAQI PRISONERS

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I rise
today to reflect and respond to the re-
ports of what has happened in Iraq over
the last several weeks—the pictures
emerging of U.S. soldiers abusing Iraqi
prisoners, the appalling treatment of
those in our custody.

I have struggled over the last several
days to put into words my own reac-
tions to these images from half a world
away. I have been angered by it, and I
have been, in some ways, sickened by
it. This has besmirched the reputation
of our country, damaged the reputation
of our soldiers serving in Iraq, the vast
majority of whom have served honor-
ably, many of them heroically.

Yet, what is dominating the news not
only in our country but around the
world are images of American soldiers
torturing and humiliating those we
have captured. This does enormous
damage to our cause against terrorism.
It does enormous damage to America’s
standing in the world. Think of how we
would feel if these images were of our
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soldiers and American citizens being
treated this way by Iraqis. What would
be the reaction in America if we saw
our soldiers being humiliated and
abused in the most immoral ways?

This is, first and foremost, an issue
of morality. What has happened is mor-
ally wrong. It is wrong to humiliate
people. It is wrong to abuse people. It
is wrong to torture people. Those are
fundamental values. Those are Amer-
ican values. Those are values that are
shared by virtually every person in this
country. What has happened is not the
America that I know, not the America
that I love.

If we think about the larger effects of
what has occurred, nothing can be
more clear than that it has done enor-
mous damage to our cause against ter-
rorism. Before this happened, 71 per-
cent of the Iraqis had come to see us as
occupiers rather than as liberators.
That is before this occurred.

What can be the reaction of Iraqis
now? After all of the words about our
intentions and what we hoped to do to
help the Iraqi people emerge from
under a dictatorship and move toward
freedom and democracy and the most
fundamental values that undergird this
country, what can be their feeling
about America now?

I remember so well the President
saying we had ended the torture cham-
bers of Saddam Hussein. I must say
that made me proud, that we had done
something good in this war, that we
had ended the torture chambers of Sad-
dam Hussein. I think we now have to
ask, Have we just created our own?
That is what the pictures show. That is
what the stories say.

That is not America. That is not
what we stand for. We cannot let that
be the lasting image of what America
has done.

In the last few days, the papers
across the globe and television stations
around the world have been full of con-
demnation and anger directed at Amer-
ica because there has been a failure, a
failure of values, a failure of leader-
ship, a failure to put the best American
foot forward. These results will be long
lasting, make no mistake about it.

I graduated high school from an
American Air Force base in Tripoli,
Libya, North Africa. I lived for 2 years
in the Arab culture among Muslims. I
know if one were to try to design some-
thing that would completely and to-
tally enrage people raised in that cul-
ture, one could not have designed a sce-
nario worse than what has happened.
To have an American female in a pris-
on where Iraqi men were naked, forced
into homosexual positions, you could
not design a circumstance that would
more gravely enrage Muslim sensibili-
ties than that.

Think of what our reaction would be.
Think of the anger we would feel. In
their culture, there is nothing more
profoundly humiliating than that, and
humiliation breeds anger, and anger
breeds terrorism. We have created a re-
cruiting poster for al-Qaida that will
plague us for years.
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Right at the heart of this is moral-
ity, fundamental morality, and it is
imperative that we stand up with one
voice and say this is wrong, it is mor-
ally wrong, and that we, first, admit to
what occurred; that we pledge it will
never happen again; that we move to
make amends for those who have been
injured and humiliated and tortured;
and that we take steps to assure our-
selves and others this will never hap-
pen again. Those are the basic steps of
redemption under any moral code, and
those are the steps that America must
take now.

After September 11, there was a wave
of sympathy and support for America
all around the world. Muslims con-
demned what had occurred—or at least
a significant majority did—and all
across the globe people rushed to
America’s side. Now, if you take public
opinion soundings across the world,
what one finds is we have dissipated
that wave of sympathy and support and
replaced it with a rising level of dis-
respect for America. That has serious
consequences because, in the war on
terror, we need allies, we need people
who will help out, we need people who
will provide information on threats to
America.

I think we have to seriously rethink
how we are conducting this war on ter-
ror. I think the war in Iraq was an
enormous diversion from the real war
on terror. We must remind ourselves it
was not Iraq that attacked the United
States on September 11; it was al-
Qaida.

Their acts were directed by Osama
bin Laden, not by Saddam Hussein. As
evil and repugnant as Saddam Hussein,
his sons and his regime were, they were
not the masterminds of the September
11 attack on the United States. That
was the dirty work of al-Qaida and
Osama bin Laden. They are the ones
who ought to be our priority in holding
people to account for the vicious mur-
der of nearly 3,000 Americans on Sep-
tember 11. It was al-Qaida and Osama
bin Laden who ought to have com-
manded top priority in our move to
hold people accountable and respon-
sible for those vicious attacks. Instead,
I believe we have allowed ourselves to
be diverted by a war in Iraq that had
nothing to do with the September 11
attacks.

I hope that as a nation we will re-
dedicate our effort to go after those
who were responsible for the attacks
on this country. It is now over 950 days
since the September 11 attacks on this
country, and still Osama bin Laden
threatens America and American inter-
ests and our allies. Still he is issuing
threats. Just most recently, he has put
a bounty on the heads of those who
stand with us.

If one looks at the priorities of our
war on terror, we have 130,000 troops in
Iraq and only 15,000 troops in Afghani-
stan. Many of our elite units were
taken off the hunt for al-Qaida and
Osama bin Laden and shifted to the
Iraqi front to be replaced by units in

May 7, 2004

Afghanistan searching for Osama bin
Laden whose specialty was Spanish
culture. What earthly sense does this
make in the war on terror?

Our top priority should have been to
continue aggressively the search for
Osama bin Laden and al-Qaida and
their network of supporters who con-
tinue to plan attacks on this country.

As I have searched for some way to
understand what has occurred in Iraq, I
was reminded yesterday in the New
York Times of a prison experiment
that was conducted at Stanford Univer-
sity in 1971. The headline in the New
York Times story is ‘“‘Simulated Prison
in 1971 Showed a Fine Line Between
Normal and Monster.”

These experiments were conducted by
the man who was my professor of psy-
chology at Stanford University, Dr.
Zimbardo. He took volunteers and ran-
domly split them into groups of
“guards’” and groups of ‘‘prisoners.”
And he found within days of the prison
experiment beginning that the guards
had become swaggering and sadistic to
the point of placing bags over the pris-
oners’ heads, forcing them to strip
naked, and encouraging them to per-
form sexual acts. This was not half a
world a way in Iraq. This was on the
campus of Stanford University in Cali-
fornia. That experiment and studies
like it have given, as the New York
Times reports, insight into how ordi-
nary people can, under the right cir-
cumstances, do horrible things.

Professor Zimbardo said that when
the news from Iraq emerged, he was
not surprised that it happened. He said:
“I have exact, parallel pictures of pris-
oners with bags over their heads from
the 1971 study,” the prison experiment
at Stanford University.

He went on to say that it is not that
we put bad apples in a good barrel; we
put good apples in a bad barrel. That
barrel corrupts anything that it touch-
es.
Maybe that is what occurred here.
Maybe we put good apples, fundamen-
tally decent people, in a bad barrel and
that barrel has corrupted everything
that it touched.

One thing that has been learned from
these experiments is that in situations
where people have absolute power over
others, it is critically important that
there are others who are watching, oth-
ers who are monitoring, others who are
ensuring that there is not abuse. The
fact that proper oversight was not
present is a failure of leadership, and it
is a failure of leadership that goes
right up the chain of command in our
country.

I was asked yesterday, do I favor the
resignation of the Secretary of De-
fense, Mr. Rumsfeld. I responded by
saying, I want to see the full facts be-
fore I call for anyone’s resignation or
removal. I want to know what did he
know, when did he know it, and what
did he do about it.

Those tests do not just apply to the
Secretary of Defense; those tests apply
to everyone in the chain of command.
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They apply to our commanders in Iraq.
They apply to General Myers, the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
Those tests apply to the Secretary of
Defense and they apply to the Presi-
dent of the United States. What did
they know, when did they know it, and
what did they do about it?

What has occurred here is wrong. It
is morally wrong. It has done enormous
damage to our country, damage that
will last for a very long time. Those
who are responsible should be held to
account and we should make certain
that nothing like this ever happens
again. This is not America. These are
not American values. This is not how
America acts towards others.

The behavior shown in these photos
and on these tapes are not the best of
America. They are the worst of Amer-
ica, and we can do so much better. We
are so much better.

I was also asked yesterday if I believe
America should now leave Iraq imme-
diately. Yesterday I had lunch with the
young people working in my office for
the spring semester, interns from all
across my State. I asked them the
question, What do you think we should
do? Even those who felt passionately
that America had made a mistake in
going to war in Iraq believe that we
simply cannot leave now; that we have
an obligation to improve things; that
we have an obligation to stabilize
things; that we have an obligation to
prevent the bloodbath that would cer-
tainly follow an immediate exodus by
our country.

I voted against authorizing this war
in Iraq because I did not believe it was
in the national security interest of the
United States. I believed we should not
open a second front before we had fin-
ished ©business with al-Qaida and
Osama bin Laden. I believed Iraq would
be a distraction. I believed it would
take us away from a successful pros-
ecution of the real war on terrorism.
As much as I feel strongly that that
was correct, I also think it would be a
mistake for the United States to exit
precipitously from Iraq. The fact is, we
are now responsible for what occurs
there. We have an obligation to try to
make this work.

I do not believe that means the
United States has an obligation to
make a country in the image of Amer-
ica.

I ask unanimous consent for an addi-
tional 5 minutes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. CONRAD. But I do believe we
have a responsibility to bring stability
and to give the Iraqi people a chance to
make judgments about their own fu-
ture. That, fundamentally, is what de-
mocracy is all about. It is not about
America picking the leaders for Iraq. I
must say, last week I was taken aback
to read Mr. Bremer and others talking
about how we are going to pick Iraq’s
new leaders. Think about that. How we
are going to decide who Iraq’s leaders
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are going to be? That is not democracy.
That is not the role of America. Our
job is not to pick Iraq’s leaders. How
arrogant is that, to say we can go into
a country and designate the leaders
and think that those people would have
any credibility among their own peo-
ple?

If you want to set up a group for fail-
ure, have them chosen by the United
States. And for us to tell the Iraqi peo-
ple, these are your leaders, what does
that have to do with democracy? Those
are not the values of America. We
would not permit for one moment an-
other person to choose our leaders.
What business do we think we have
choosing theirs? I think the obligation
we have is to help Iraq pick their own
leaders and have a society where there
is sufficient security for them to make
those decisions and for them to be able
to rebuild an economy that has been
shattered by decades of despotic rule
by Saddam Hussein, and now by this
war.

This is an important moment in his-
tory for our country. We are being test-
ed, and we need to apply the best of
American values and the high stand-
ards of morality that have made this
country great. We need to send a signal
to the rest of the world about what we
really stand for. We need to show all
those across the globe that America is
fully committed to the fundamental
values of democracy and freedom and
for the ability of people to choose their
own leaders free from fear and intimi-
dation and terror. That is a test that
we have faced many times in our his-
tory, and it is a test that we have
passed with flying colors.

At the same time, we should remind
the world of the proudest moments in
American history when, over and over,
this country stood up against ter-
rorism and fascism and communism
and helped the rest of the world be free.
That is in the finest traditions of
America. Those are the values we em-
brace. That is the example we offer the
world. Anything less detracts from
America’s greatness.

I hope in the days ahead that this
body and the other body and the Presi-
dent of the United States will reflect
on a new direction for our country in
Iraq and in the war on terror. We are
faced with a grave threat. I believe the
strategy that has been pursued is one
that, instead of reducing the threat to
our Nation, has actually increased it
because when one humiliates, that cre-
ates anger, and anger breeds terrorism
and strengthens those who wish to
bring America down.

So this is a turning point. We have
an opportunity to choose which direc-
tion we take. So many times in our
past we have been faced with these
choices, and always America has re-
sponded with its best. I am confident
that we will do the same now.

I yield the floor.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.
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The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————
CUBA

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, yester-
day President Bush announced he is
going to devote more money, more re-
sources, and more personnel to enforc-
ing restrictions on travel to the coun-
try of Cuba.

Let me describe the absurdity of
what is happening with respect to the
use of resources by this administration
in dealing with the country of Cuba.
First let me say that Fidel Castro is a
dictator. No one here has time for
Fidel Castro. That includes myself. The
Cuban people deserve to be free. But it
is interesting to me that at a time
when we are confronted with the threat
of terrorism in this country, we see the
administration obsessed with Cuba,
using resources that ought to be used
in order to combat terrorism being
used instead to enforce a ban against
U.S. citizens from traveling in Cuba. It
is an outrage. This administration
ought to be embarrassed about it.

Let me describe what I mean. There
is an agency called OFAC—the Office of
Foreign Asset Control—in the Treasury
Department. Their job is to track ter-
rorists and to track the money that
goes to finance terrorism. That is their
job, and they have people working full
time to try to pull the cover off this
web of money that moves back and
forth to finance terrorists.

What are they doing at OFAC these
days? I have a report from the Depart-
ment of the Treasury. That report is in
response to questions from myself and
from other Members of Congress. It
says that OFAC has two people inves-
tigating Osama bin Laden’s wealth—
that is, tracking money Osama bin
Laden would use to further his efforts
to commit acts of terrorism against
this country and the rest of the world.
Two people.

Do you know how many people they
have tracking Americans who travel to
Cuba? There are twenty-one people
tracking Americans who travel to
Cuba. Track them down, see if you can
slap a big fine on them. They have 21
people working on that, and they have
2 people working on trying to find
Osama bin Laden’s money and shut
down the ways he finances his acts of
terrorism. It is unbelievable. They
ought to be profoundly embarrassed
down at the administration and the
Treasury Department.

Let me give some examples. This is a
picture of a woman named Joni Scott.
Joan Scott is someone who came to
visit me. Joni Scott went to Cuba 4
years ago to distribute free Bibles to
the Cuban people. Guess what. In re-
cent months these 21 sleuths down at
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the Treasury Department who are sup-
posed to be tracking money going to
terrorists, tracked down this poor
woman who was distributing free Bi-
bles in Cuba and slapped her with a big
fine. Shame on her for distributing free
Bibles to the Cuban people. Has it come
to the point where some American who
travels to Cuba to distribute free Bi-
bles is somehow considered someone
acting outside the interests of our
country? Someone who undermines
this country’s interest? Someone who
is worse than a terrorist? Is that what
they are saying in the administration?
They tracked her down and they
slapped a big fine on Joni Scott.

But she is not the only one. This is
Joan Slote. They fined Joan Slote
10,000 bucks. She is a bicyclist in her
midseventies. She rides in the Senior
Olympics; she rides bicycles all over
the world. What a wonderful woman. I
have met her. She went with a Cana-
dian bicycle group to Cuba just to bicy-
cle in Cuba. They tracked her down and
fined her $10,000, and then they tried to
attach her Social Security checks
while the dispute was going on. When
they finally settled for something less
than $10,000 and she sent them a check
and they did not realize she had sent
the check and paid the bill, so they
then tried to attach her Social Secu-
rity payments. Tracking a little old
lady riding bicycles? That is what they
are doing down at the Treasury Depart-
ment because riding a bicycle in Cuba
somehow undermines American inter-
ests. Are they nuts? Are they just
crazy? I don’t understand this at all.

If it is not Joni Scott or Joan Slote,
what about these folks who participate
in the international event for disabled
athletes. We stopped them from going.
They lost a lot of money because they
had tickets purchased to go to the
international games in Havana, but
those ferocious folks down at Treasury
who are supposed to be tracking assets
that support terrorism, they stopped
these disabled athletes from going to
Cuba. That would have undermined
American interests, I guess.

Or the man from the State of Wash-
ington whose father died and was cre-
mated. He previously had been a min-
ister at a church in Cuba. His last wish
was to have his ashes buried on the
church grounds where he ministered, so
his son dutifully complied. His son
took his father’s ashes to Cuba to bury
them on the church grounds. Guess
what. He got a fine from the U.S. Gov-
ernment because we have folks down at
the Treasury Department tracking
these people.

Now, the Bush administration obvi-
ously is concerned about votes in Flor-
ida. This is not about sound public pol-
icy; it is about politics in Florida.
They have actually trained 500 people
in the Office of Homeland Security to
try to track people getting on and off
flights to and from Cuba so if an Amer-
ican tourist went to Cuba to travel,
they could find them and slap them
with a fine.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

They trained 500 people who are sup-
posed to be doing work in the Office of
Homeland Security. Let me show you
what they did with this big, enhanced
inspection with all these folks at the
airports. They are going to grab them.
They are going to nail them. We have
not nailed Osama bin Laden. He is liv-
ing in a cave someplace. He is probably
not quaking in his cave, knowing there
are only two people looking after his fi-
nances in the Department of Treasury
and there are 21 of them chasing little
old ladies who ride bikes in Cuba.

But let me show you what they found
with this big, enhanced inspection at
the airports. At a time we are dealing
with terrorism, we have this big crack-
down on American tourists. This chart
shows what OFAC found. Boy, we
nabbed them. Cuban cigars—officers of
the Office of Homeland Security
worked overtime to find Cuban cigars
coming in on the person of an Amer-
ican tourist who went to Cuba. That is
going to safeguard our country, if we
just get rid of those Cuban cigars.

Then, of the 45,400 travelers who were
inspected, 215 were suspected of at-
tempting to vacation in Cuba. I don’t
know, I never heard of that charge:
suspected of taking a vacation.

Homeland Security inspectors found
283 alcohol and tobacco violations.
Well, were those major seizures? No.
The Homeland Security spokeswoman
says no. Hach violation included a
small amount of rum or cigars that
were found on people who had been in
Cuba.

There were 42 narcotics seizures. Oh,
man, that ratchets up the impor-
tance—42 narcotics seizures. Is it her-
oin or crack? No. No, it is not that. It
involves prescription drugs people had
on their person. They were taking
medications for high cholesterol or
perhaps a runny nose. So they nabbed
them.

And then one hazardous material vio-
lation was discovered. Oh, man, that
sounds ominous. These Homeland Secu-
rity investigators found somebody
coming back from Cuba, coming into
this country, an American citizen who
had the temerity to vacation in Cuba
who came back with a hazardous mate-
rial on them. So they had a hazardous
material violation. Now, that sounds
like terrorism. But no, apparently the
hazardous material was a carbon diox-
ide canister used to put fizz in seltzer
water.

Presumably discoveries like these
make it OK that we have 500 people
tracking American tourists traveling
in Cuba and two people tracking Osama
bin Laden’s finances.

We have 21 people down at OFAC
going over their books. They wear
their suspenders and green eyeshades,
wearing their knuckles white, so they
can track down a little old lady riding
a bicycle, or so they can track down a
wonderful young woman distributing
free Bibles in Cuba. Shame on these
people. Shame on these people who de-
cide that trying to track American

May 7, 2004

citizens who are on vacation is a more
important and a more urgent priority
than tracking Osama bin Laden’s fi-
nancial network.

Now, I am a Norwegian Lutheran,
and I don’t use that language very eas-
ily. But I tell you what, I get angry
when I see what is happening.

My colleague from Montana is in the
Chamber. He was one of those who got
this report. I asked the question of Sec-
retary Snow: How many people are you
using down at the Department of
Treasury to track American tourists
who travel to Cuba? Well, he did not
know.

I said: Give me the answer. They ap-
parently did the same thing in the Fi-
nance Committee. They got the an-
swer. Twenty-one people are tracking
American tourists going to Cuba, and
two people are tracking Osama bin
Laden’s finances. What on Earth are
they thinking of? Is there not one per-
son down there with one ounce of com-
mon sense? I do not understand it at
all.

Here is a chart: There are 100 times
more enforcement cases on Cuba than
there are on terror issues.

And I mention Joni Scott. Let me
just finish by again mentioning Joni
Scott. Joni Scott is with a religious
group. This wonderful young woman, a
good-hearted woman, who cares deeply
about her faith in God and wants to
share it with others, she went, 4 years
ago, to Cuba to distribute free Bibles.
It was an enriching experience, she
said. And was she surprised, not too
long ago, to get something in the mail
from the U.S. Treasury Department be-
cause they have these sleuths down
here, not working on things that mat-
ter, not working on tracking Osama
bin Laden and other terrorist net-
works, no; they are working on this
young woman who is distributing free
Bibles. I do not understand it.

I say this, that when we have an op-
portunity, this year, to affect the fi-
nancing of the Department of Treas-
ury, I—and I hope others who will join
me—will say to them that is not the
way you are going to use the tax-
payers’ money. You have an obligation
not to be soft on terrorism. You have
an obligation not to be soft-headed.
You have an obligation to use the fund-
ing we are providing to track terror-
ists, to crack the network of financing
that Osama bin Laden and others use
to commit acts of murder against
American people, and against Spanish,
and other people around the world,
where people have been victimized by
these acts of terror.

So always, it seems to me, it is a case
of choosing, making choices. What do
you want to use the money for? What is
more important? What is more urgent?
What should we be doing? The adminis-
tration’s choice yesterday to put even
more people into tracking down Amer-
ican tourists to Cuba is unbelievable. It
is unbelievable to see an administra-
tion make such, not only an embar-
rassing choice, but a choice that is fun-
damentally so soft on terrorism, so soft
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on combating terrorism, and so hard-
headed in trying to track American
tourists down and slap them with a
fine.

This notion of trying to slap Fidel
Castro around by injuring the rights of
the American people ought to stop. It
does not hurt Fidel Castro that we
have told the American people you can-
not travel in Cuba. You can travel in
Communist China. You can travel in
Communist Vietnam. But you cannot
travel in Communist Cuba. If we spend
all this money on TV and Radio Marti
in order to put voices in Cuba over tel-
evision and radio, to give them another
voice other than Fidel Castro, what
sense does it make to say to the Amer-
ican people that traveling to Cuba so
that Cubans hear other voices is some-
how not worthy, but putting up an ex-
pensive radio and television station so
the Cubans hear other voices is wor-
thy?

The Europeans, the Canadians, and
others, have used much more common
sense than we have on this issue. And
the President, rather than making
things better, is making it much worse.
I have no trust for Fidel Castro. I want
him removed. I think the Cuban people
ought to be free to choose their own
government. But neither do I have any
sympathy for a public policy that is so
devoid of common sense, and it is get-
ting worse every day, and was made
worse yesterday by this President’s an-
nouncement.

——————

POLICIES ON OUR INDIAN
RESERVATIONS

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, my col-
league is here to speak, but I do want
to make another comment about the
health care policies on our Indian res-
ervations, an important concern.

I want to first say that we have to, in
my judgment, deal with these issues in
a manner that we have not previously
done. On our Indian reservations in
this country, in most cases, we have
conditions that reflect Third World
countries. We have four Indian reserva-
tions in my State of North Dakota.

American Indians today have a life
expectancy that is 6 years less than all
the rest of the American people. Their
rate of alcoholism is seven times the
rate of the rest of the American people.
Their rate of tuberculosis is over seven
times the rate of the rest of the Amer-
ican people. Their rate of diabetes is
four times the rate of the rest of the
American people. For accidents, there
are nearly triple the fatalities on res-
ervations. For suicides, the rate is
twice that of the rest of the American
people. For homicides, the rate is more
than double the rest of the American
people.

The fact is, we have a very serious
problem on these Indian reservations.
There is, in my judgment, despair and
little hope. A young girl named Ta-
mara Demaris, some years ago, was put
in a foster home by a social worker
who was handling 150 cases. She did not
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have time to investigate the home. At
that home, there was a drunken party,
and little Tamara was beaten severely.
Her hair was pulled out at the roots.
Her nose was broken. Her arm was bro-
ken. That little girl will probably
never get over the scars of that terrible
beating.

That situation has changed. There is
no longer one social worker with 150
cases. We now inspect and investigate
where a three year-old child will be
placed. But that is the kind of cir-
cumstance that happened because the
resources did not exist. We were sup-
posed to protect that child and we did
not. I am talking about our society—
yes, our society.

I will give you another example. The
child in this picture died a few weeks
ago. This young child’s name is Avis.
Avis missed 90 days of school this
school year. She stayed in bed for
many days curled up in a ball. She des-
perately needed help. All of her actions
cried out for help. Avis, by all ac-
counts, was a young girl who loved to
ride horses, loved animals, and loved
her family. But several weeks ago, Avis
died. On that reservation, they had one
psychologist, one social worker, and no
automobile to take anybody to seek
treatment. So when you talk to the
relatives and the people whose lives
intersected with this young girl named
Avis, you understand the tragedy of
her situation. Avis needed help and
didn’t get it. At a critical time in the
life of this young 14-year-old girl, she
didn’t get the help she needed.

The Indian Health Service budget for
this year recommends cutting back on
mental health services provided on
these reservations. There is not enough
as it is. It is painfully thin in terms of
the amount of resources.

The federal government has direct re-
sponsibility for the health care of sev-
eral groups of people in this country,
including Federal prisoners and Amer-
ican Indians. We protect American In-
dians, and we have a trust responsi-
bility for their health care. With re-
spect to Federal prisoners, it is our ob-
ligation. We spend almost twice as
much money per person on health care
for Federal prisoners as we do for
American Indians. The result is that
wonderful young people such as Avis
lose their lives. It should not happen.

I wish to mention one other thing
and then I will conclude. While there is
great despair about these issues—and
we must confront them this year—
there are some areas of hope.

The one area of hope, in my judg-
ment, is tribal colleges on reservations.
The stepladder up and out to oppor-
tunity is education.

I want to read something I have read
before on the floor, because last year
we made enormous progress in increas-
ing the funding for tribal colleges
around the country. I want to read
from a letter from a woman I know
named Loretta.

She says this:

I grew up poor and considered backward by
non-Indians. My home was a two-room log
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house in a place called the ‘‘bush’ on North
Dakota’s Turtle Mountain Indian Reserva-
tion. I stuttered. I was painfully shy. My
clothes were hand-me-downs. I was like
thousands of other Indian kids growing up on
reservations across America.

When I went to elementary school I felt so
alone and different. I couldn’t speak up for
myself. My teachers had no appreciation for
Indian culture. I'll never forget that it was
the lighter-skinned children who were treat-
ed better. They were usually from families
that were better off than mine. My teachers
called me savage. Even as a young child I
wondered . . . What does it take to be no-
ticed and looked upon the way these other
children are?

By the time I reached 7th grade I realized
that if my life was going to change for the
better, I was going to have to do it. Nobody
else could do it for me. That’s when the
dream began. I thought of ways to change
things for the better—mot only for myself
but for my people. I dreamed of growing up
to be a teacher in a school where every child
was treated as sacred and viewed positively,
even if they were poor and dirty. I didn’t
want any child to be made to feel like I did.
But I didn’t know how hard it would be to
reach the realization of my dream. I almost
didn’t make it.

By the time I was 17 I had dropped out of
school, moved to California, and had a child.
I thought my life was over. But when I
moved back to the reservation I made a dis-
covery that literally put my life back to-
gether. My sisters were attending Turtle
Mountain College, which had just been start-
ed on my reservation. I thought that was
something I could do, too, so I enrolled. In
those days, we didn’t even have a campus.
There was no building. Some classes met at
a local alcohol rehabilitation center in an
old hospital building that had been con-
demned. But to me, It didn’t matter. I was
just amazed I could go to college. It was life-
changing.

My college friends and professors were like
family. For the first time in my life I learned
about the language, history and culture of
my people in a formal education setting. I
felt honor and pride begin to well up inside
me. This was so unlike my prior school expe-
rience where I was told my language and cul-
ture were shameful and that Indians weren’t
equal to others. Attending a tribal college
caused me to reach into my inner self to be-
come what I was meant to be—to fight for
my rights and not remain a victim of cir-
cumstance or of anybody. In fact, I loved col-
lege so much that I couldn’t stop! I had a
dream to fulfill . . . or perhaps some would
call it an obsession. This pushed me on to
complete my studies at Turtle Mountain Col-
lege and to ultimately earn a Doctorate in
Education Administration from the Univer-
sity of North Dakota.

I’'ve worked in education ever since, from
Head Start teacher’s aide to college pro-
fessor. Now I'm realizing my dream of help-
ing Indian children succeed. I am the Office
of Indian Education Programs’ super-
intendent working with nine schools, three
reservations, and I oversee two educational
contracts with two tribal colleges. My life
would not have turned out this way were it
not for the tribal college on my reservation.

My situation is not unique and others feel
this way as well. Since 1974, when Turtle
Mountain College was chartered by the Tur-
tle Mountain tribe, around 300 students have
gone on to earn higher degrees. We now have
educators, attorneys, doctors and others who
have returned to the reservation. They—I
should say, we—are giving back to the com-
munity. Instead of asking people to have
pity on us because of what happened in our
past, we are taking our future into our own
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hands. Instead of looking for someone else to
solve our problems, we are doing it.

There’s only one thing tribal colleges need.
With more funding, the colleges can do ever
more than they’ve already achieved. We will
take people off the welfare rolls and end the
economic depression on reservations. Tribal
colleges have already been successful with
much less than any other institutions of
higher education have received. That is why
I hope you will continue to support the
American Indian College Fund.

I'm an old timer. The College Fund didn’t
exist when I was a student. I remember see-
ing ads for the United Negro College Fund
and wishing that such a fund existed for In-
dian people. We now have our own Fund that
is spreading the message about tribal col-
leges and providing scholarships. I'm so
pleased. I believe the Creator meant for this
to be. But so much more must be done. There
still isn’t enough scholarship money avail-
able to carry students full time. That is my
new dream . . . to see the day when Indian
students can receive four-year scholarships
so they don’t have to go through the ex-
tremely difficult struggle many now experi-
ence to get their education.

I hope you’ll keep giving, keep supporting
the College Fund, so that some day this
dream becomes reality. I know it can happen
because if my dream for my future came
true, anything is possible. Thank you.

This wonderful woman describes hope
and opportunity through education and
achievement. Her letter proves that
when we invest in the right things,
when we care enough to give people the
opportunity to step up and out of pov-
erty and despair, toward hope and op-
portunity, then this is a better country
for them and for all of us as well. That
should be true with respect to our in-
vestment in the Indian Health Service.
It is true with our respect to invest-
ment in tribal colleges. We must do
much better as we approach these sub-
jects this year. I will have more to say
about the Indian Health Service later.

I make the point that health care
funding for American Indians is an
issue, as we turn to the appropriations
process, to which we must pay atten-
tion.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Montana.

Mr. BAUCUS. Will the Chair state
the current parliamentary situation.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate is in morning busi-
ness. Each Senator is permitted to
speak up to 10 minutes.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I thank
my friend from North Dakota on both
subjects he just addressed. First, the
American policy toward Cuba.

For the life of me, I cannot under-
stand why the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment, as the Senator so clearly ex-
plained, devotes 80 percent of its fi-
nancing resources—that is, inves-
tigating financing—to tracking down
American tourists who travel to Cuba,
rather than Osama bin Laden’s ter-
rorist network. It is amazing.

I have gone to Cuba a couple times
with Montana businessmen. We signed
a contract to sell agricultural products
to Cuba.

If more Americans could travel to
Cuba, it would be more likely that we
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would be able to have a much better re-
lationship with that country than we
now have.

Frankly, I also believe very strongly
that the current U.S. position with re-
spect to Cuba—namely, prohibiting
most Americans from traveling to
Cuba—and the export embargo the U.S.
Government has against Cuba helps
Fidel Castro. It is something he uses to
rail against Americans. Ironically, if
the embargo was lifted and the travel
ban was lifted, if we were not inves-
tigating Americans going to Cuba, it
would hasten the day for democracy in
Cuba. It is clear to me that is what
would happen.

You might ask, Why is the American
Government taking such an inane
view, with most of its resources track-
ing down good, law-abiding Americans
visiting Cuba, rather than trying to
track down Osama bin Laden and his
network? The answer is simple. It is
basically politics. This administration
is being ruled by a community in the
U.S. that wants to get back at Cuba. I
think it is regrettable that the Govern-
ment would not adopt a policy that is
good for all America, but rather one
that just helps the interests of a very
small group in southern Florida. It is
an outrage. I, frankly, think the ad-
ministration should be serving all of
America and the Treasury Department
should be devoting its resources to
finding terrorists rather than checking
up on American tourists traveling in
Cuba.

The second subject the Senator
talked about needs to be addressed over
and over again; it is the abominable
plight and economic conditions on
America’s Indian reservations. The
Senator from North Dakota mentioned
poverty in many reservations in North
Dakota. The same can be said for many
reservations throughout the country.
In Montana, we have several reserva-
tions and the conditions are, in some
cases, just as bad. In other areas, it is
getting a lot better. Fifty percent of all
the welfare cases, TANF cases, are on
Indian reservations. We have an obliga-
tion to address that in a solid and con-
structive way.

I wish to explain a few of the posi-
tions in the bill that will be before us.
It is not before the Senate at the im-
mediate time, but we have considered
the bill over the last week, the JOBS
bill.

Some of the provisions in that bill re-
late to helping people who live on In-
dian reservations to live a much better
life. These are provisions to help build
schools, provisions to help create good
jobs on the reservations, and provisions
to keep businesses investing on res-
ervations.

Let me explain a couple of them.
First, the JOBS bill includes the exten-
sion of two provisions which allow
tribes to issue tax-exempt bonds to
build facilities just like the authority
that State and local governments have.
We believe, those of us who wrote the
JOBS bill, treating tribes like State
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governments makes good economic
sense; that it is just plain fair and it is
the right thing to do. If State and local
governments can issue tax-exempt
bonds to construct facilities, so should
reservations. I am glad we have that
provision in the JOBS bill.

It also includes a special allocation
of what is called new markets tax cred-
its for reservations. This provision al-
locates $560 million in new markets tax
credits where poverty rates exceed 40
percent. The new markets tax credits
are designed to spur investment in eco-
nomically depressed areas. They are
not going to solve all the problems
that exist on reservations but they are
certainly going to help, help bring jobs,
help businesses, help spirit entrepre-
neurship that is so needed around our
country.

This allocation will apply to only the
poorest reservations. Lifting these res-
ervations out of the grip of poverty is
a moral obligation that all of us in the
Senate have.

Finally, the JOBS bill addresses
school construction on reservations.
Education is the key to success in
many areas of the country. Many of
the jobs we hear about going overseas
would probably not go overseas if there
were more than high school diplomas
and better education in America.

We have good education but it has to
be much better. Without properly edu-
cated citizens, we cannot compete in
the 21st century.

Many of the schools run by the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs are woefully di-
lapidated and often dangerous, lit-
erally dangerous for students and
teachers. The Bureau of Indian Affairs
schools are in generally poorer phys-
ical condition and have a much more
unsatisfactory environment, and more
often lack key facilities requirements
for education reform, and are less able
to support computer and communica-
tions technology. The Bureau of Indian
Affairs schools are that bad.

The JOBS bill includes a provision
that will allow tribes to issue tax cred-
it bonds to raise funds for construc-
tion, rehabilitation, or repair of tribal
school facilities funded by the Bureau
of Indian Affairs. This provision gives
hope to children stuck in third-rate
schools. Every child deserves a decent
place to go to school. This provision,
again in the JOBS bill, will help tribes
to raise the funds necessary to provide
them.

This bill will also bring opportunity
to all Americans, an opportunity for
jobs training, and entrepreneurship,
and I am proud the JOBS bill also in-
cludes provisions aimed at bringing op-
portunity to reservations and tribal
communities across the country.

A provision I did not really explain in
sufficient detail has to do with an em-
ployment credit that gives employers a
payroll tax offset for hiring people on
reservations, that would allow jobs to
stay on reservations. In addition, the
JOBS bill includes an extension of ac-
celerated depreciation for equipment
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purchased by businesses that are lo-
cated on reservations. This is a huge
benefit for small businesses on reserva-
tions and gives these businesses the in-
centives they need to expand.

The JOBS bill also includes several
new provisions to give an economic lift
to tribes. Many tribes have difficulty
raising capital in order to attract con-
vention centers which work attract
tourists to reservations. Unlike State
and local governments, as I mentioned
earlier, tribes do not issue bonds for
many infrastructure investments.

I spoke earlier about that provision
and wanted to restate that the basic
provisions allow tribes to issue tax ex-
empt bonds to build facilities just as
State and local governments now have
the authority to do. I believe treating
tribes as we do State governments
makes good economic sense; it gives
them an even greater sense of responsi-
bility and destiny in controlling their
own future. They should have that
same ability just as State and local
governments.

So for all those reasons I think those
Indian reservation provisions in the
JOBS bill, which are designated to help
Indians, will help. It is not going to
solve all the problems on reservations,
but it will certainly give a little more
help, a hope, a future to some very de-
pressed parts of our country, and if we
fulfill our obligations to help out, I
think we will have done a lot through
the provisions of the JOBS bill directed
at reservations. There are many other
provisions in the JOBS bill, obviously,
but those directed toward Indian res-
ervations will certainly help those
folks. I thank all members of the com-
mittee and the chairman of the com-
mittee, Senator GRASSLEY, for includ-
ing them.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

Mr. WYDEN. I ask unanimous con-
sent to speak for up to 15 minutes. I
know the majority leader wants to
come as well. I certainly want to be
courteous to him. I will try to finish in
less than 15 minutes, but I ask unani-
mous consent to speak at this time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That
order has been provided.

———

FOREST FUNDING

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I come
to the floor today to discuss an issue
that has enormous importance for the
West and other parts of the country,
and that is the funding, critically need-
ed funding, to protect our forests.

I believe we are going to have an ex-
traordinarily difficult time in the next
few months coping with these forest
fires that are causing such devastation
in the West. I was part of a coalition,
a member of the Budget Committee
which saw the Senate accept unani-
mously by voice vote a measure that
would fully fund essentially what we
were trying to do, again on a bipar-
tisan basis, in the Healthy Forests Res-
toration Act.
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I come today because I have heard
unofficially that possibly the amend-
ment I authored and which was accept-
ed unanimously in this Chamber is not
going to make it out of the budget con-
ference. I think this would be a griev-
ous mistake given the reports we are
getting now about the prospect of an
extraordinarily difficult fire season.

The amendment I authored would in-
crease the budget authority to boost
investments in the Healthy Forests
Restoration Act to benefit our national
forests, the environment, local commu-
nities, and local economies. My amend-
ment would add $343 million to last
yvear’s $417 million for hazardous fuel
reduction so as to be able to reach the
$716 million authorization in title I of
the Healthy Forests legislation.

Now, we have talked a lot during this
session about the importance of haz-
ardous fire reduction projects. We have
talked about it in the Budget and Ap-
propriations Committees, in the
Healthy Forests Restoration Act, and
my colleagues have heard me repeat-
edly talk about how important this
funding would be. But every year these
hazardous fuels projects go under-
funded or unfunded, and that means
another year with little or no warning
thousands of people in fire-prone com-
munities end up tossing everything
they can into their cars and fleeing
their homes without knowing if any-
thing is going to remain when they re-
turn.

The Forest Service’s inability to do
all of the hazardous fuels reduction
projects that needs to get done leads to
real-life danger on the ground in these
small western communities.

It leads to danger in the backyards of
our citizens, in their recreation areas,
and the places they gather in their
communities.

Two years ago, in July of 2002, the
Associated Press reported that 17,000
people faced evacuation in Oregon.
Here is just a bit of this report:

Firefighters went door-to-door deciding
which homes they could save (in Cave Junc-
tion, Oregon) as an explosive 68,000-acre wild-
fire nearby fed off heat, wind and timber.

These folks were evacuated, and a
month later they were still evacuated.
Another article from one of our publi-
cations, the Medford Mail Tribune,
noted the very personal nature of the
disruption. It said the Josephine Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office was beginning to re-
unite an estimated 400 evacuated ani-
mals, including livestock and even
family pets, with evacuated owners.

The Associated Press, that same
news outlet, reported just yesterday
that an early fire season is expected in
eastern Oregon. We are hearing about
this all over the West. There are going
to be lots of fires. They are going to be
very early. They, in my view, are going
to cause enormous pain and hardship
for our communities.

I implore my colleagues, both in the
Senate and in the other body, to pro-
tect what we have been able to do in a
bipartisan kind of fashion, and that is
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to properly and fully fund this critical
aspect of the Healthy Forests legisla-
tion.

For years there has been this budg-
etary sleight of hand with respect to
forest fires, where the Forest Service
takes from one account and goes to an-
other. When it is all done, it is clear
there are not enough resources, and
that is what I tried to change in the
Healthy Forests legislation. We had bi-
partisan support. Senator DOMENICI, for
example, has done yeoman’s work on
this for years and years. Senator
CRAPO, another colleague in this body,
has been so supportive of this effort.

I will take a few minutes to talk
about what I think is ahead and why I
hope that if the conference has not
fully acted that we can protect that
amendment to fully fund the effort to
deal with this huge fire risk that we
are facing.

Just yesterday,
Chronicle reported:

California’s fire season, off to an omi-
nously early start, could be exacerbated by
increasing numbers of dead trees, frozen
funding for fuel-reduction projects and the
implacable expansion of the suburbs into
wildlands. Federal officials moved Wednes-
day to address one of those concerns, freeing
$240 million for removal of dead trees in San
Diego, San Bernardino and Riverside Coun-
ties, after Senator Feinstein complained
about restrictions on the funds. Still, State
and national officials say the trend in recent
years of extremely destructive wildfires in
California and throughout the West is likely
to continue this season.

From the CBS Associated Press story
entitled ‘“‘Barly Start For California
Fires,”” which came from Corona, CA,
on May 5, just days ago:

As acrid smoke for more than 18,000 acres
of charred brush curled skyward, California
officials feared the earlier-than-usual start
of the summer wildfires season could make
it the most dangerous ever. Just months
after the most devastating wildfires in State
history . .. thousands of acres from San
Diego to Santa Barbara are ablaze. Thou-
sands of firefighters are on the line, and once
again residents are fleeing advancing flames.

The same day, the Associated Press
said:

It’s like gasoline. More than 1,000 people
were evacuated in the northeastern Lake
Elsinore area as the Cerrito Fire was
whipped up by winds.

Tuesday, the Los
News:

It was the explosive end to the State’s
worst fire season, from which the region still
hasn’t recovered. And this year, authorities
say, could be worse. Much, much worse.

To those thousands of folks across
the country, particularly those whom I
represent in Oregon who have been
pounded by these devastating fires year
after year, the bickering and the back
and forth in Congress on fully funding
forest health, this is not a theoretical
thing to those Oregonians. It is not
some kind of policy discussion. It is a
danger to their families, a danger to
their communities, every single day.

By working in a bipartisan fashion,
after more than 25 years the Congress
came together, passed a landmark
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piece of wildfire legislation, which was
signed into law by the President on De-
cember 3 of last year. It is going to pro-
tect communities from catastrophic
forest fires, preserve old-growth trees,
restore unhealthy forests, and protect
the involvement of our communities in
discussing these issues.

I was very bpleased that because of
the bipartisan cooperation, we were
able to get the Senate to pass a bal-
anced practical approach to Healthy
Forests legislation, and it authorized
the $760 million that is essential for
hazardous fuels reduction projects, and
it made possible my budget amend-
ment that would have provided the
funding room necessary for the land-
mark legislation.

Without the help of the budget
amendment that was adopted earlier,
the issue that is now being debated in
Congress, the Healthy Forests Restora-
tion Act is not going to be able to live
up to the full promise that folks in
Cave Junction, OR, or Corona, CA, are
counting on. The amendment in the
budget resolution will take us a step
closer to fulfilling the vision that peo-
ple have in the rural West of this law.
They deserve an approach and critical
response from the Federal Government,
starting now with the prospect of a
devastating fire season.

This body agreed that hazardous
fuels reduction projects, the National
Fire Plan, and the Healthy Forests
Restoration Act should be given com-
plete and bipartisan support. I am
hopeful that the budget conferees will
see the importance of keeping intact
the unanimously accepted Senate posi-
tion to fight these fires with the re-
sources necessary.

It is critical that we not disappoint
people in these small rural commu-
nities across the West. They are count-
ing on the Congress to ensure that they
have the resources that are going to be
essential to save their homes and safe-
guard their lives.

I do not want to see these families
evacuated again this year and next
year because the Congress did not do
its job.

I urge our colleagues, at a time when
we are about to go to the budget con-
ference, to support the effort to fully
fund forest fires, to promote the
healthy forest effort that we enacted
on a bipartisan basis.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———

MOTHER’S DAY

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this Sun-
day a lot of families will be celebrating
a very special day, a day of joy, a day
of thankfulness, and for some a day of
sadness due to the fact that their loved
ones, their mothers, have passed.

Restaurants are going to be packed
for Sunday brunch. Living rooms are
going to be full of fidgety children.
Families are going to recall teasing
stories, all to tell their moms that
they love them.
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Mother’s Day is the busiest long-dis-
tance calling day of the year. It ac-
counts for more than one-fifth of all of
the floral purchases made for the holi-
days. I am looking forward to our own
holiday with our family, going to
church, celebrating Mother’s Day with
our immediate family, and then later
in the day joining an extended family
and some old friends for another Moth-
er’s Day dinner.

Celebrating moms is a tradition that
stretches back millennia. Ancient
Greeks celebrated a holiday in honor of
Rhea, the mythological mother of gods.
Ancient Romans celebrated their
mother goddess symbol, Cybele, and in
the British Isles and Celtic Europe, the
people honored the goddess, Brigid, and
later her successor, St. Brigid, in a
spring tradition of motherhood.

Mother’s Day in America got its
start in West Virginia in 1858, led by
the indefatigable Anna Reeves Jarvis, a
local schoolteacher. After years of pe-
titioning, Mother’s Day finally became
an official American holiday in 1914,
and it was passed in the Congress as a
joint resolution and signed by Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson.

Today, 90 years later, Mother’s Day
is celebrated all over the world, not
just in the United States—in Denmark,
Finland, Italy, Turkey, Australia, Bel-
gium.

Abraham Lincoln said of his mom:
All that I am or hope to be, I owe to
my angel mother.

It is a sentiment that is shared by
the humble and by the lofty, through-
out the ages and across the continents.
Human nature binds us to our mothers.
The Bible instructs us to respect and
obey our mothers, and in turn mothers
give us that gift that there is no way to
return, that ultimate gift, the gift of
life.

I close on this tribute to Mother’s
Day and all the mothers who are lis-
tening and to all the families who have
lost their mothers with a quote by the
basketball legend Karim Abdul-Jabar. I
think it speaks to how we all remem-
ber our moms—looking after us, taking
care of all the little details, reminding
us of the things we would miss as we
are growing up, understanding all our
unique attributes we might have, as we
think of that basketball legend. Karim
said:

My mother had to send me to the movies
with my birth certificate so that I wouldn’t
have to pay the extra 50 cents the adults had
to pay.

Yes, it is the moms who were think-
ing about what we never necessarily
thought of, looking at each of us as
those very special instruments of life.

So happy Mother’s Day to all the
mothers around the world and to my
mom, who died 6 years ago. I miss her
very much. To my wife Karyn’s mom,
Kathryn McLaughlin in Ft Worth, TX,
happy Mother’s Day; and of course
most especially to my wife Karyn, who
is the rock of our family, who keeps it
all together.
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MOTHER’S DAY

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, this com-
ing Sunday is Mother’s Day. In Kinder-
gartens across the Nation, small hands
are being pressed against pink con-
struction paper hearts, creating a
somewhat smudgy record of Iloving
hand prints for posterity. Those same
small hands will clutch a crayon tight-
ly in order to scribe in wobbly letters
the heartfelt sentiments so beloved by
Mothers—the three best words on
earth: I love you.

Older children’s efforts to honor their
mothers may be more sophisticated,
but the sentiment remains the same: I
love you, Mother. Or Mom, Mommy,
Mama, Ma, or Maw. The name may
show some variation across the coun-
try, but the title remains a cherished
one. The flowers, too, may show some
variation, from the short-stemmed
fistful of buttercups wilting in a
sweaty young palm to the artistry of
the floral arranger with the world’s
bounty of blossoms at his or her finger-
tips. And these days, the cards may
range from time-honored construction
paper classics through sweet and witty
store-boughts, to animated e-mail ex-
travaganzas.

Whatever the display laid at the
mother’s feet this Sunday, the old
adage remains true: It is the thought
that counts. Mothers, who so often put
their children and husband first, and
themselves always last, will surely be
touched by the love reflected in the ef-
forts to make her day a special one.
From a plate of cold toast and runny
home-cooked eggs to an elaborate Sun-
day restaurant brunch, the meal will
taste the same to a mother on Mother’s
Day. It will taste of love.

It was just such a love that brought
about the first Mother’s Day, and the
depth of the sentiment was and is such
that this holiday continues to resonate
among families today.

The first Mother’s Day proclamation,
I am proud to note, was issued by the
Governor of West Virginia in 1910, but
by 1911 every State had its own observ-
ances. Such is the depth of sentiment
for mothers across the Nation that
fueled the spread of Mother’s Day ob-
servances like wildfires across the
parched West.

The Mother’s Day International As-
sociation was incorporated on Decem-
ber 12, 1912, for the purpose of fur-
thering the observance of Mother’s
Day. By May 1913, the House of Rep-
resentatives had adopted a resolution
requesting that the President and
other Federal Government officials
wear a white carnation on Mother’s
Day. The following year, on May 8,
1914, the Congress adopted a joint reso-
lution designating the second Sunday
in May as Mother’s Day and urging the
U.S. Flag to be flown on Government
buildings and private homes on that
day ‘‘as a public expression of our love
and reverence for the mothers of our
country.” President Woodrow Wilson
issued the first proclamation making
Mother’s Day an official national holi-
day.
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What inspired this outpouring of de-
votion and array of public displays of
affection? A single West Virginia
mother, Mrs. Anna Reese Jarvis, is at
the heart of this story. Mrs. Jarvis was
a minister’s daughter. She taught Sun-
day school in the Andrews Methodist
Church in Grafton, WV, for many
years, while raising her children and
caring for her neighbors in the difficult
years following the Civil War.

Mrs. Jarvis’s daughter, born in 1864
and also named Anna, was a devoted
child. She remained close to her family
and especially to her mother. Miss Jar-
vis graduated from the Female Semi-
nary in Wheeling, WV, and taught in
Grafton before moving with her family
to Philadelphia, PA. When her mother
died in Philadelphia in 1905, Miss Jar-
vis was deeply affected. She felt that
children often neglected to appreciate
their mothers enough while their
mothers are still alive.

With the help of her friends, in 1907
she initiated a letter-writing campaign
urging influential ministers, business-
men and congressmen to declare a na-
tional Mother’s Day, hoping to in-
crease respect for parents and
strengthen family bonds. And such was
the power of her message that her
grassroots campaign took off, resulting
in the national display of familial love
that we will see this Sunday.

At that first Mother’s Day observ-
ance in Grafton, Miss Jarvis supplied
carnations to the church because they
were her mother’s favorite flower.
White carnations were chosen because
they represented sweetness, purity, and
endurance of a mother’s love. Over the
years, red carnations have become the
symbol of a living mother. White car-
nations now signify that, like Miss
Jarvis’s mother at the time of the first
Mother’s Day, one’s mother has died.

Though not many people wear flow-
ers these days, Mother’s Day is a bo-
nanza for the floral industry, just as it
is for restaurants, the phone compa-
nies, greeting card companies, and jew-
elers. It is said that more long distance
calls are made on Mother’s Day than
on any other single day of the year.
Though Miss Jarvis might decry some
of the more commercial aspects of to-
day’s Mother’s Day celebrations, I
think that she, too, would be pleased
that through her efforts, so many peo-
ple do make the effort to pay their re-
spects and show their affection for
their mothers.

We have so much to thank our moth-
ers for, when we consider the enormous
expenditure of time and effort that it
takes to raise a child properly. Aside
from the sometimes grueling routine
that many mothers face every day just
to stay abreast of regular family main-
tenance, there are the hours she cheer-
fully spends ensuring that homework is
done, that chores are performed, that
piano lessons or sports practices or
dance classes are attended, or that
cookies are baked and presents
wrapped. There are also the loving
times that a mother spends with her
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children: washing hair, reading bed-
time stories, saying prayers, com-
forting away bad dreams, kKissing away
hurts, encouraging dreams. It is a won-
der that mothers find the time to do
any of the other creative things they
do, from sewing to scrap-booking,
painting to pottery, reading to writing
the letters that help to knit families
together.

My own dear mother died when I was
just a baby. I cannot recall the touch
of her hand on my cheek, or the sound
of her voice saying ‘I love you.” But
her angel face still smiles at me from
an old photograph, and in her smile I
can see the love that she still bears for
me as she waits. No mother ever truly
leaves you. Anna Jarvis knew that to
be true when she conceived the notion
of a national Mother’s Day. She would
not have us regret failing to show our
love and appreciation to our mothers
while we can.

I offer my thanks to all mothers on
this Mother’s Day. To my own mother,
I say thank you for giving me life, and
for thinking of me and my future even
as your own short life was coming to a
close. And to the great love of my life,
Erma, the mother of my beautiful
daughters, I say thank you. Thank you
for mothering me even as you moth-
ered our children. Your talent at your
chosen career, and your devotion to it,
continue to show themselves in the
generations of our lovely and loving
grandchildren and great grandchildren.
If Miss Jarvis had not beaten me to it,
my wife Erma certainly has provided
ample inspiration for a national Moth-
er’s Day.

I close with the words of one of my
favorite poems, one that I come back
to each Mother’s Day. It is called
“Rock Me To Sleep,” and it was writ-
ten by Elizabeth Akers Allen (1823-
1911).

ROCK ME TO SLEEP
Backward, turn backward, O time, in your
flight,
Make me a child again just for to-night!
Mother, come back from the echoless shore,
Take me again to your heart as of yore;
Kiss from my forehead the furrows of care,
Smooth the few silver threads out of my
hair;
Over my slumbers your loving watch keep:
Rock me to sleep, Mother—rock me to sleep!
Backward, flow backward, oh, tide of the
years!
I am so weary of toil and of tears—
Toil without recompense, tears all in vain—
Take them, and give me my childhood again!
I have grown weary of dust and decay—
Weary of flinging my soul-wealth away;
Weary of sowing for others to reap;
Rock me to sleep, Mother—rock me to sleep!
Tired of the hollow, the base, the untrue,
Mother, O Mother, my heart calls for you!
Many a summer the grass has grown green,
Blossomed and faded, our faces between:
Yet, with strong yearning and passionate
pain,
Long I to-night for your presence again.
Come from the silence so long and so deep:
Rock me to sleep, Mother—rock me to sleep!
Over my heart, in the days that are flown,
No love like mother-love ever has shone;
No other worship abides and endures—
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Faithful, unselfish, and patient like yours:

None like a mother can charm away pain

From the sick soul and the world-weary
brain.

Slumber’s soft calms o’er my heavy lids
creep;

Rock me to sleep, Mother—rock me to sleep!

Come, let your brown hair, just lighted with
gold,

Fall on your shoulders again as of old;

Let it drop over my forehead to-night,

Shading my faint eyes away from the light;

For with its sunny-edged shadows once more

Haply will throng the sweet visions of yore;

Lovingly, softly, its bright billows sweep;

Rock me to sleep, Mother—rock me to sleep!

Mother, dear Mother, the years have been
long

Since I last listened your lullaby song:

Sing, then, and unto my soul it shall seem

Womanhood’s years have been only a dream.

Clasped to your heart in a loving embrace,

With your light lashes just sweeping my
face,

Never hereafter to wake or to weep;

Rock me to sleep, Mother—rock me to sleep!

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES
TRIBUTE TO STAFF SERGEANT GEORGE S.
RENTSCHLER

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I pay
tribute today to the patriotism and the
courage of SSG George Rentschler of
Louisville, KY. SSG Rentschler was
killed a month ago on April 7, 2004.

While his family, friends and his
country mourn the loss of this man, I
offer a few words to praise the ines-
timable value of his sacrifice. In this
time of war, my colleagues, we can all
expect to hear reports of the tragic loss
of life. It would be unrealistic to expect
that we can fight a war and not lose
lives. SSG Rentschler knew this. And
knowing this he went forth into battle
for the love of his country.

To serve your country when you
know that it might be the cause of
your death, involves sacrifice. It means
that you are brave, honorable, patri-
otic, virtuous. It also means that you
are willing to make the final sacrifice
should the necessity arise. The men
and women serving our country, as
SSG George Rentschler did, are heroes
who are protecting America to preserve
our freedoms in these times of con-
tinuing terrorist threat across the
world.

The death of SSG Rentschler reveals
to the world that this man was a true
hero who sacrificed for our country. We
have lost a man of courage and gen-
erosity. He was role model for all of us
and will be missed.

———

ON SECTION 8 RULE CHANGES

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, We
have all heard of the war on poverty,
but I fear that 40 years after that war
began, there is a new war afoot, a war
on people in poverty. And the latest as-
sault in this war threatens to leave
thousands of people homeless. I am
speaking about the Bush administra-
tion’s plan to make substantial
changes in the way our Government
helps our poorest citizens secure hous-
ing.
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It is not hyperbole, in my view, to
say that this change to the Section 8
voucher program could have disastrous
effects. Section 8, administered by the
department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment, helps nearly 2 million poor
families and disabled citizens pay for
housing with vouchers that have tradi-
tionally covered the full cost of their
rent.

But under the rule change, the reim-
bursements will no longer cover the
full costs. As a result, housing authori-
ties around the country will have to
cut back on the number of vouchers

they offer.
For fiscal year 2005, the President’s
request shortchanges all housing

vouchers now in use by $1.6 billion and
could result in further cuts in the
years ahead. This request would also
remove key provisions of the Section 8
program that protect families with the
lowest incomes, such as maintaining
rent payments at 30 percent of a resi-
dent’s income.

In my home state of Vermont, there
are 6,080 authorized vouchers available
this year, but Vermont stands to lose
740 of these by next year with the rule
change. That translates to a loss of
more than $4 million in housing assist-
ance in Vermont. And this scenario
could indeed get worse: it is estimated
that my state stands to lose up to 1, 770
housing vouchers by the year 2009.

It is important to remind ourselves
that we’re not talking about just num-
bers here. These are families—real fam-
ilies—who will be at risk of not having
a place to live.

I recently read in the Washington
Post that the Bush administration is
making thee changes in an effort to
‘“‘constrain rapid growth in the pro-
gram’s spending.” However, the in-
creased demand for Section 8 housing
arises because more people need help in
our ailing economy.

Every day in our country, working
families are forced to turn to emer-
gency shelters and food banks because
they cannot afford the high cost of
rent, child care and transportation. I
believe this change in section 8 will
add greatly to those numbers, while
undermining our deeply held premise
that work leads to self-sufficiency.

Every day we hear the term ‘‘work-
ing poor,” but I'm afraid we do not
take the time to fully understand its
meaning.

All of this prompts me to ask, once
again, where are our nation’s prior-
ities? We continue to give out tax
breaks to millionaires despite an ever-
mounting deficit. We pour billions of
dollars into fighting a war in Iraq for
which there is no end in sight. And we
will be spending billions more—there is
another $25 billion request before us
now—rto rebuild that country while our
own nation’s poorest citizens cannot
afford housing.

If T may borrow a line from Rita
Markley, the executive director of the
largest homeless services program in
my state, “We’ve got to remind people
that Homeland Security starts with a
home.”
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It is unfortunate that President Bush
continues to find fault with a program
that has demonstrated such success. As
the Congress deliberates the fiscal year
2005 budget, I will continue to work to
protect the Section 8 program.

Forty years ago, when President
Johnson declared war on poverty, he
highlighted this nation’s commitment
“to pursue victory over the most an-
cient of mankind’s enemies.”

I fear that we have lost sight of the
enemy, at the expense of those who
needed this victory the most.

———

RECOGNIZING PUBLIC SERVICE
AWARD WINNERS

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, for the
past 5 days, I have paid tribute to the
Nation’s public servants during Public
Service Recognition Week through
statements on the floor of the U.S.
Senate. As this is the 20th annual cele-
bration of public service, it was fitting
to focus the Senate’s attention on pub-
lic servants and issues affecting Fed-
eral employees throughout the week.

Today I would like to recognize those
Federal, State, and local government
programs that received the Public
Service Excellence Awards. The Public
Service Excellence Awards recognize
and commend U.S. programs and em-
ployee teams who represent public
service at its best. It rewards innova-
tions, raises awareness of exemplary
public service, and provides public
agencies a showcase for outstanding
programs. On May 3, 2004, the Public
Employees Roundtable, a nonprofit co-
alition of organizations representing
public employees and retirees, held a
Breakfast of Champions to honor the
award winners for this year.

This year, the Federal winner was
the ‘‘Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
eLearning Program.’”’” As my colleagues
on the Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee know, training our Federal
workforce is one of the most important
and most underfunded programs in the
Federal Government. Even when train-
ing programs are funded, agencies must
use innovative techniques to stretch
training dollars and apply training
funds strategically. The IRS realized
that approximately 70 percent of its
training budget went toward travel to
and from the seminars. As such,
eLearning could save the IRS a signifi-
cant amount of money by converting
its training system from a classroom-
based to a technology-enhanced learn-
ing and performance support environ-
ment. In the initial phase of the pro-
gram, the IRS saved more than $56 mil-
lion in travel costs by using the tech-
nology for briefings required of all
120,000 employees and courses sup-
porting the 28,000 employees of Cus-
tomer Call Center Operations. At full
implementation, the eLearning strat-
egy is expected to save more than $50
million in annual travel costs and re-
duce training time by up to one-third.
This innovative program at IRS is an
excellent example of the dedicated
work and professional excellence of
federal employees.
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The State winner is the “Work that
Matters” campaign by the Montana
Education Association and the Mon-
tana Federation of Teachers (MEA-
MFT). The “Work that Matters’ public
relations campaign was created in 2003
to prevent the Montana Legislature
from freezing salaries of State employ-
ees. “Work That Matters’ is about put-
ting a face on the people who provide
state services and showing them as
dedicated, hardworking people, who
care about the people they serve.

As my colleagues know, all too often
government employees are forced to
“tighten their belts’” during times of
financial difficulties. That trend is no
different for State governments across
the United States. In Montana, the be-
ginning of the 2003 legislative session
had State employees struggling with
hiring freezes, layoffs, staff shortages,
and salaries far below market value.
This public relations program put a
face to the government employees who
carry out the programs and services
that benefit taxpayers, the State legis-
lature realized the importance of pub-
lic service and passed a pay increase.

This year’s local winner was the City
of Chicago’s ‘‘311 Service,” which pro-
vides a one-stop telephone and online
customer service center for all non-
emergency city services. It is a com-
prehensive, high-tech, customer-fo-
cused information and response serv-
ice. Chicago residents can use the sys-
tem to make service needs known,
check on the status of earlier requests,
file police reports, and get information
on city programs and events. In addi-
tion, the 311 service is synchronized
with Chicago’s 911 emergency service.
Such interoperability is commendable
because all too often the non-emer-
gency services are overlooked when de-
veloping an emergency response Sys-
tem. ‘‘Chicago 3117 is an innovative
and effective way for public employees
to serve the community.

The Public Service Roundtable also
recognized a non-profit organization,
which was founded by a retired federal
employee. Scott Dimock and his part-
ner, Sammie Morrison, created South-
east White House community center in
Washington, DC which has made an in-
credible impact on an area troubled by
high unemployment, lack of oppor-
tunity, and broken promises. Through
the use of donated services, time, and
money, Southeast White House has de-
veloped a mentoring program, a
Friends of Children program, a People’s
House referral service for services
throughout the Metropolitan area, and
an activities program that includes
summer camps, field trips, lessons and
programs in a variety of subjects,
Mom’s Night Out, and weekly commu-
nity banquets open to all.

In addition, Southeast White House
has adopted an elementary school and
has developed an intensive mentoring
program for at-risk children. More
than 100 elementary school children



May 7, 2004

now receive up to eight hours of men-
toring each week. While not tech-
nically part of a federal, state, or local
government organization, it is easy to
see the dedication public servants, both
active and retired, bring to their na-
tion and their neighbor.

I would also like to commend GEICO,
the Government Employees Insurance
Company, for creating the GEICO Pub-
lic Service Awards which, since 1980,
recognizes the work Federal employees
do to make their communities better.
The awards recognizes government em-
ployees for outstanding achievements
in one of four areas: substance abuse
prevention and treatment, fire preven-
tion and safety, physical rehabilita-
tion, and traffic safety and accident
prevention. In addition, one retired
Federal employee is honored for his or
her work in one of those areas. Recipi-
ents of the 2003 awards are:

Charles Whitlock, fire safety project
leader for the U.S. Forest Service
Technology & Development Center in
Missoula, MT, for his work in fire safe-
ty and prevention.

Amanda Tye, county executive direc-
tor of the Cleveland County Office for
the Farm Service Agency, for her work
in traffic safety and accident preven-
tion.

Carolyn D. Greene, program support
assistant for the Louis Stokes V.A.
Medical Center in Cleveland, OH, for
her work in substance abuse prevention
and treatment.

Ralph P. Fowler, a telecommuni-
cations specialist for the United States
Army in El Paso, TX, for his work in
physical rehabilitation.

George S. Klein, a retired general
forecaster with the National Weather
Service Forecast Office in Upton, NY,
for his work in physical rehabilitation.

As Public Service Recognition Week
draws to an end, I would like to once
again commend those who have been
honored for their dedication to public
service, as well as those unsung heroes
whose daily contributions we could not
live without. I also want to thank the
companies, associations, and other em-
ployee organizations who work to
make Public Service Recognition Week
such a success and for their commit-
ment in honoring our Nation’s Federal,
State, and local government employ-
ees.

——————

REQUEST FOR SEQUENTIAL
REFERRAL—S. 2386

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent a letter to the Hon-
orable BILL FRIST dated May 6, 2004, be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 6, 2004.
Hon. BILL FRIST,
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. LEADER: Pursuant to section 3(b)

of S. Res. 400 of the 94th Congress, I request
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that S. 2386, the Intelligence Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2005, which was reported
out on May 5, 2004, by the Select Committee
on Intelligence, be sequentially referred to
the Committee on Armed Services for a pe-
riod not to exceed thirty days of session.
With kind regards, I am
Sincerely,
JOHN WARNER,
Chairman.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HUGH ROBINSON

e Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, I wish
to honor Hugh Robinson of southeast
Missouri, who is retiring today after a
long career in farm broadcasting. I am
honored to share his successes with my
colleagues.

Hugh followed a path from Wash-
ington, DC to Missouri. Growing up in
Washington and graduating from Ana-
costia High School, Hugh has been in-
terested and involved in agriculture
most of his life. He knew about U.S.
Department of Agriculture through his
father, who had been an agricultural
attaché for the Foreign Agricultural
Service in Sweden and Germany. With
that experience he had the opportunity
to observe farm and livestock oper-
ations in other countries firsthand.

Since 1998, he has been at KBXB,
where he has been the only live, local,
farm director in southeast Missouri
doing 10 reports a day, 4 news and 6
market reports.

He is a voting member of the Na-
tional Association of Farm Broad-
casters, and has been involved in the
organization since 1978. Hugh has re-
ceived numerous awards including: The
Missouri Farm Bureau’s Outstanding
Service to Agriculture, the Missouri
House of Representatives’ Meritorious
Service Award and awards from the
Missouri Corn Growers Association,
Missouri Soybean Association, as well
as FFA and 4H.

More than that, he is widely admired
by his colleagues in farm broadcasting
and among Missouri’s agriculture lead-
ers.

I have known Hugh for many years
now and I have always appreciated his
diligence and great sense of humor. His
interviews were tough but fair and you
could always count on him to get the
story right and to tell it humbly. I
know our State’s agriculture commu-
nity will miss his agriculture reports.
We will all miss hearing his voice on
air.

Hugh never said goodbye at the end
of an interview. He always said, ‘‘Keep
smiling.”” We are smiling with him
today as he celebrates his retirement.e

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The following enrolled bill, pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the
House, was signed on today May 7, 2004,
by the President pro tempore (Mr. STE-
VENS):

S. 2315. An act to amend the Communica-
tions Satellite Act of 1962 to extend the
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deadline for the INTELSAT initial public of-
fering.

———————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 2771. An act to amend the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act to reauthorize the New York
City Watershed Protection Program.

H.R. 4227. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend to 2005 the al-
ternative minimum tax relief available in
2003 and 2004 and to index such relief for in-
flation.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. SANTORUM (for himself and
Mr. BAYH):

S. 2394. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand the expensing of
environmental remediation costs; to the
Committee on Finance.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 557

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 557, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to exclude from
gross income amounts received on ac-
count of claims based on certain un-
lawful discrimination and to allow in-
come averaging for backpay and
frontpay awards received on account of
such claims, and for other purposes.

S. 2174

At the request of Mr. BUNNING, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
ENSIGN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2174 , a bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to include podia-
trists as physicians for purposes of cov-
ering physicians services under the
medicaid program.

S. 2302

At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2302, a bill to improve access
to physicians in medically underserved
areas.

AMENDMENT NO. 3040

At the request of Mr. NICKLES, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. BUNNING) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 3040 intended to be
proposed to S. 1637, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to com-
ply with the World Trade Organization
rulings on the FSC/ETI benefit in a
manner that preserves jobs and produc-
tion activities in the United States, to
reform and simplify the international
taxation rules of the United States,
and for other purposes.
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. SANTORUM (for himself
and Mr. BAYH):

S. 2394. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the ex-
pensing of environmental remediation
costs; to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I am
pleased to introduce with my colleague
from Indiana, Senator BAYH, important
legislation to encourage the cleanup of
contaminated sites commonly known
as ‘“‘brownfields.” I urge all my col-
leagues to join Senator BAYH and me as
supporters of this legislation and ask
that they actively work with us toward
its enactment.

The United States Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) defines
brownfields as ‘‘abandoned, idled, or
under-used industrial commercial sites
where expansion or redevelopment is
complicated by real or perceived envi-
ronmental contamination that can add
cost, time, or uncertainness to redevel-
opment projects.”’

Brownfields are not unique to my
State of Pennsylvania, nor are they to
Senator BAYH’s State of Indiana. In
every State in the Nation, there are
areas blighted by run-down, abandoned
properties and unsightly vacant lots.
They are the shut down manufacturing
facilities, deserted warehouses and gas
stations that are all too familiar to us.
On these properties once stood vibrant
and productive enterprises, but chang-
ing times and events have drained their
vitality. They are now in desperate
need of revitalization and redevelop-
ment. Compounding the problem is
that over the years, the activities on
these sites have left the soil and water
tables contaminated with environ-
mental pollutants.

The negative social and economic ef-
fects that these sites have on their sur-
rounding communities are significant.
There are serious financial impacts not
only to the market values of the
brownfield properties themselves, but
also to property values in the sur-
rounding neighborhoods. As middle
class citizens are working to gain as-
sets and potentially be able to borrow
against, or even sell their homes in the
future, property values become a very
serious issue. A reduction of property
values in brownfield neighborhoods
hits hardest the families who can least
afford it.

Brownfields have other serious reper-
cussions, extending far beyond the
pocketbook. The unsightliness of
brownfields can lead to the character-
ization of entire neighborhoods as run-
down and undesirable. The once vVi-
brant spirit of these centrally located
and thriving urban areas can be damp-
ened as these eyesores drag down resi-
dents’ morale and sense of connection
with their community.

The U.S. Conference of Mayors and
the Government Accounting Office es-
timate that there are over 400,000
brownfield sites across the country.
According to a recent U.S. Conference
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of Mayors survey of 187 cities through-
out the nation, redevelopment of their
existing brownfields would bring addi-
tional tax revenues of approximately $2
billion annually and could create hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs.

Many brownfields are located in
prime business locations near critical
infrastructure, including transpor-
tation, and close to an already produc-
tive workforce. Putting these sites
back into use will generate good-pay-
ing jobs and affordable housing in areas
where they are most needed. Rehabili-
tating and reusing these sites also
serves to help prevent urban sprawl.
We should encourage the cleanup and
use of these brownfield sites rather
than abandon them and instead always
look to develop at new locations. A
powerful example from my state of a
successful brownfield revitalization ef-
fort and how it can have substantial
and positive effects on a community is
the City of Chester.

In the midst of a major revitaliza-
tion, Chester is redeveloping its blight-
ed and vacant waterfront district, in-
cluding the former PECO power sta-
tion. The City is striving to turn a
former industrial site into a business
center. Chester will be able to create
new office space, and by working with
a private developer Chester has re-
ceived an initial commitment to move
2,000 jobs into the area. This initiative
will help bring more business and infra-
structure back to the community, add-
ing to the area’s prosperity and mak-
ing Chester a safe and more pleasant
place to live.

Unfortunately, a big reason that so
many brownfield properties are lan-
guishing in a state of decay and dis-
repair is the substantial cleanup costs
associated with them and the unfavor-
able tax treatment of those costs.

As part of the Community Renewal
and Revitalization Act of 2000, Con-
gress enacted Section 198 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code, which allowed
cleanup costs to be expensed in the
year they were incurred. Prior to that,
these costs had to be capitalized to the
land, postponing any recovery of these
costs for tax purposes until the prop-
erty was sold.

This expedited write-off of cleanup
expenses helps a redeveloper manage
the cost of rehabilitating existing prop-
erties—which typically is much more
expensive than developing new sites.
Brownfield cleanup costs can be an im-
posing obstacle to redeveloping. While
the price tag varies with each site, it is
not unreasonable for the cleanup of a
major site to run between $500,000 and
$1 million.

We in the Senate, and our colleagues
in the House, were wise to enact Sec-
tion 198. It is the right policy. How-
ever, Section 198 expired at the end of
2003. Now, the law must be renewed
retroactively. I am pleased that the
pending FSC/ETI bill, S. 1637, at the be-
hest of Chairman GRASSLEY and Sen-
ator BAUCUS, would renew Section 198
for two years. That is a start and the
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Administration supports it. But more
needs to be done in this area.

The bill my colleagues and I are in-
troducing today has three provisions.
First, it makes Section 198 a perma-
nent provision in the Code. Second, it
broadens the definition of ‘‘hazardous
substances’ in Section 198 to include
petroleum. Finally, it repeals the pro-
vision in the law requiring the recap-
ture of the Section 198 deduction when
the property is sold.

The tax policy of allowing the ex-
pensing of cleanup costs should be a
permanent fixture in the Tax Code.
Brownfields are a long-term problem
and this solution will allow us to con-
tinue addressing this important task.

Furthermore, a shortcoming of the
law passed in 2000 was the absent of pe-
troleum as a contaminant that allowed
a site to qualify as a brownfield under
section 198. A large percentage of
brownfields across the country are con-
taminated with petroleum. Extending
the law to cover petroleum contamina-
tion makes more sense and the law
more effective.

Finally, the provision in Section 198
that requires a taxpayer who uses the
cleanup deduction to pay income tax
on that amount when he or she sells
the property is illogical. This sends a
message to developers that if they un-
dertake the worthy endeavor of
remdiation of brownfield sites, they
will be subjected to substantial tax
penalties for doing so. This policy is
counterproductive to the efforts we are
trying to encourage and it should be
repealed.

The benefits of brownfield cleanup
are obvious. Remediation of these sites
revitalizes our neighborhoods and com-
munities, and I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on May 7, 2004, at 11:45 a.m., in
open session, to receive testimony on
allegations of mistreatment of Iraqi
prisoners.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
——

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, we will
turn to business. I ask morning busi-
ness be closed.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

JUMPSTART OUR BUSINESS
STRENGTH (JOBS) ACT—Resumed
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will report the pending business.
The assistant journal clerk read as
follows:
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A bill (S. 1637) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to comply with the World
Trade Organization rulings on the FSC/ETI
benefit in a manner that preserves jobs and
production activities in the United States, to
reform and simplify the international tax-
ation rules of the United States, and for
other purposes.

Pending:

Cantwell/Voinovich amendment No. 3114,
to extend the Temporary Extended Unem-
ployment Compensation Act of 2002.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. FRIST. I now send a cloture mo-
tion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant bill clerk read as
follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on Calendar No.
381, S. 1637, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to comply with the World
Trade Organization rulings on the FSC/ETI
benefit in a manner that preserves jobs and
production activities in the United States, to
reform and simplify the international tax-
ation rules of the United States, and for
other purposes.

Bill Frist, Charles E. Grassley, Jon Kyl,
Jim Bunning, Lindsey Graham, Mike
Enzi, Trent Lott, Mitch McConnell,
Craig Thomas, Orrin G. Hatch, Gordon
Smith, Rick Santorum, Robert F. Ben-
nett, John Ensign, Olympia J. Snowe,
Kay Bailey Hutchison, Don Nickles.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the live quorum under rule XXII be
waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I men-
tioned in my remarks last night the
importance of finishing this bill. Mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle under-
stand the importance of this legisla-
tion, the importance of jobs in manu-
facturing in this country, and the im-
portance of addressing this Euro tax
that each month we don’t act goes up
by $30 million, $40 million, $50 mil-
lion—a tax on products we all use in
this country.

I hoped we could have finished the
bill this week. I set out both several
weeks ago and at the beginning of last
week with the objective of finishing
this bill over this last week. We have
spent, I should add, 12 days on this par-
ticular bill. The Democratic leader and
assistant leader have stated they are
willing to lock in a short list of amend-
ments with short time agreements to
complete this bill. I have heard them.
We discussed this both on and off the
Senate floor. Unfortunately a number
of those amendments are controversial
and are not germane to this legisla-
tion.

We have had a fair process on this
bill. We have given Members ample op-
portunity to offer their relevant
amendments and have them debated.
We voted on a whole range of amend-
ments thus far. Issues like the over-
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time amendments, the trade assistance
amendment, and others, to my mind,
would have been better suited on other
bills.

We do have an amendment pending
on unemployment insurance which,
again, is not germane to this particular
bill; but, having said that, the UI, this
unemployment insurance amendment,
has been pending and, as both implied
last night and in discussions off the
Senate floor, it may be possible for us
to reach an agreement to vote in rela-
tion to that amendment prior to clo-
ture.

I say that because I just filed cloture,
which doesn’t rule out germane amend-
ments. After cloture is obtained, if we
obtain cloture, and I hope that we will,
we will still have 30 hours to debate the
germane amendments. I do hope we
will invoke cloture. That cloture vote
will occur on Tuesday so we can bring
this bill to conclusion.

Again, I want to remind my col-
league, if we invoke cloture, amend-
ments are in order. There would still be
up to 30 hours remaining on that bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic whip.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we dis-
cussed at some length our desires to
have the few amendments that we have
debated and voted on. It would take
just a short period of time. There is no
need to go into that again. We feel it
would be appropriate to do that. This
bill could have been completed yester-
day had we spent yesterday on these
amendments that we talked about.

Of course it goes without saying that
I am very confident that cloture will
not be invoked unless there is an op-
portunity to vote on the unemploy-
ment matter. Even if that is disposed
of, there is no guarantee cloture will be
invoked.

I have said on two separate occasions
yesterday and I say today, with our
managers on the bill here, how hard
they have worked. Certainly, what has
happened on this bill or has not hap-
pened does not reflect in any way ad-
versely on the good work they have
done. They have done an excellent job.

With all due respect to the distin-
guished majority leader—and I know
the burdens of his office are signifi-
cant—I really believe the Senate
should be treated as the Senate, as we
have done for all these many years. I
think it would be much better if we
work that way. We are not the House of
Representatives. We do not have to
have a rule from a rules committee to
tell us what is going to happen on the
floor.

We have had hundreds of amend-
ments on bills we wind up finishing. We
don’t have hundreds of amendments
here, even though we started out on
our side with 75 and we have been able
to dispose of some. We have a couple of
amendments that will be relevant and
debatable postcloture. We know that.
Those are the Hollings amendment and
the Landrieu amendment, and there
may be some others we can work in
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there. But I just think to avoid some
contentious issues we are causing the
Senate a lot of undue problems. As I
said here last night, this legislation is
going to pass; it is only a question of
when. This is “must do’ legislation. It
has to pass before we leave here this
year.

I, again, recognize the problems the
majority leader has. All his problems
are not on our side, I say with some de-
gree of understanding. He has problems
on his side. This bill is certainly an ex-
ample of that.

So we will do whatever we have to do
to meet the demands of our slight mi-
nority here. As you know, the Senate is
almost equally divided. That is one
reason everything we do here is made
more difficult. It is 51-49 on every issue
that comes up. We are all looking for a
little advantage.

I think unemployment compensation,
where we have more than a million
people who would receive this money
immediately, certainly makes our case
strong.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I very
much commend and thank my col-
leagues, the majority leader and assist-
ant minority leader, in trying to work
through this bill as we are approaching
the endgame. We are about there. We
are very close to being there.

I might recall, a few weeks ago many
observers had written off this bill and
said the bill was deadlocked—for exam-
ple, over the overtime provision. But to
paraphrase Mark Twain, his comment
to the New York Journal years ago:
The report of this bill’s death was an
exaggeration.

Instead, we are now back to doing

what the Senate does best; that is,
working through amendments, doing
our work, doing our business, doing

what we should do. We have considered
28 amendments. We have already
adopted 17 amendments to this bill. I
will not read them all, but they are
very important amendments. We have
been on the bill 13 separate days over
the course of 4 separate weeks.

It has been the desire of this Senator
to have the Senate consider as many
relevant amendments as possible.
Since we have already adopted 17, I
think we are virtually there. Regret-
tably, we are at a point where several
Senators are not agreeing to the set-
ting aside of pending amendments so
other Senators may offer amendments,
which is making it a little difficult to
move forward. But nevertheless, I be-
lieve that the resolution that has been
worked out by the majority leader and
the assistant minority leader and oth-
ers of us who have been working on
this, by having a vote on the pending
Cantwell amendment on unemploy-
ment insurance, is a real key. It is very
important to the successful conclusion
of this bill. It is something we sought
all along on our side, and I think it is
also something that would be presump-
tively in the best interests of the ma-
jority side as well. Now that a cloture
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motion has been filed, we still expect
to proceed to additional amendments—
there are not many—that will be ger-
mane: the Hollings amendment, the
Levin amendment, the McCain amend-
ment, also Senator LANDRIEU’S amend-
ment, and maybe one or two others. We
will continue to seek agreement on the
amendments and, therefore, we will be
doing what the Senate should be
doing—simply facing the issues and
voting. That is when the Senate is at
its best.

Let me also make it clear that this
Senator believes it is entirely reason-
able to bring this debate to a close. We
have worked hard on the bill. We have
done a great deal of work, much more
than many expected. This is an impor-
tant bill. It is important to creating
jobs in America. It is important to end-
ing the European tariffs that mount on
American businesses, growing higher.

The coming cloture vote will be a
true test on this bill, a test of whether
we do address the jobs problem, wheth-
er we address the European tariffs. It is
our duty to do so. Thus, when the roll
is called, I will vote for cloture. I will
also urge my colleagues to do so as
well. If we do so, we may best hope to
conclude action on this bill by next
Tuesday or perhaps on Wednesday.

I thank my colleagues for their co-
operation.

Mr. REID. While the distinguished
manager of the bill is on the Senate
floor, I direct a question to him
through the Presiding Officer.

Hearing the statement of the Senator
from Montana, I wonder, would the
Senator vote to bring debate to a close
if we do not have a vote on the unem-
ployment compensation matter, the
Cantwell amendment?

Mr. BAUCUS. I say to my good
friend, it puts me in a very awkward
position, frankly. I say awkward be-
cause it is a hypothetical which I hope
does not occur. It is very important.

Mr. REID. I accept that answer.

Mr. BAUCUS. It is very important
that the Cantwell amendment be
brought up.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I appre-
ciate the comments of both of my col-
leagues. Both reflect we want this bill
completed. It is an important bill that
will take bipartisan cooperation to fin-
ish.

I restate that we have spent 12 days
on this bill. The purpose of the cloture
motion is to allow us to continue to de-
bate, to continue to amend, but to
bring closure to a process that has
gone on 12 days, that has included 20
individual amendments that have been
adopted in the Senate, 11 of those
amendments by voice vote and 9 dis-
posed of by rollcall votes. Of the 20
amendments, 8 were Democrat amend-
ments, 8 were Republican amendments,
and 4 were from the Finance Com-
mittee, 1 of those being the substitute
amendment. The new substitute, in
itself, had 64 amendments that had

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

been requested by Members of the Sen-
ate.

We have voted on amendments that
meant a lot to the Democrats, includ-
ing Senator HARKIN’s amendment on
the Department of Labor overtime reg-
ulations and Senator WYDEN’s amend-
ment on the Trade Adjustment Assist-
ance Program. We made huge progress.
Now is the time to give definition to
closure where we will still debate the
germane amendments and have that
debate and vote.

I want to give adequate time, but I
plead to my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to understand we have the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Education
Act that I hoped we would do on Mon-
day, an important bill that affects
about 4 to 5 million Americans that we
must get to, that we will bring to the
Senate. We have unanimous consent to
deal with it once we get it to the Sen-
ate, but I cannot get it to the Senate as
long as we are debating amendments.
All of the amendments have substance
to them, but we need to take a bill and
concentrate on the amendments that
are germane to that bill, and then we
move to the next bill.

I have the Individuals with Disability
Education Act; I have bioshield. Right
now bioterrorism is an existential
threat which affects all of us. There is
an important bill called bioshield that
I need to bring to the Senate to address
the safety and welfare of this Nation.
We have the Department of Defense au-
thorization that I have to go to in
about 8 days. Again, we are trying to
do the Nation’s business. We are fight-
ing a war right now that is affecting
this Nation and the entire world. It is
our responsibility to be able to address
and give that adequate time in the
Senate.

Again, this bill we are on, FSC/ETI,
is as important as any, but we need to
stay on it in a focused way. The man-
agers have done a great job to date. We
are giving further definition to it by
hopefully invoking cloture.

We have seven ambassadors to bring
to the Senate to be confirmed. We have
33 judges. Under the current system,
we bring a judge, have a rollcall vote
on each judge. I am having a difficult
time getting judges to the Senate floor.
Thirty-three judges are waiting to be
confirmed by action of this body. I say
that because—and I know my col-
leagues know this—we have a lot to do
in a very short period of time. Thus, we
have to use our time in the Senate as
efficiently as possible and consider
those amendments which are appro-
priate and germane to the bill under
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The as-
sistant Democratic leader.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I express
something I know sounds like heresy:
One thing we could do is work more
days. I came here many years ago. The
distinguished manager of the bill has
worked in the House of Representa-
tives, as I. I still use the House gym. I
say to everyone, I own the gym. They
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are never there. They are there
Wednesday and Thursday morning.
That is about it. And late Tuesday
night. They left yesterday afternoon.
They were out at 2. When we worked
there, we worked Mondays, Fridays, all
night.

I say to my friend, the distinguished
majority leader, I know people are
campaigning. When we were in the ma-
jority, we got tremendous pressure
from Members wanting to leave and
catch airplanes, but maybe we could
try working a little bit longer around
here and get judges confirmed and
other things that need to be done. I
know it is heretical asking for longer
hours, but that is something we should
consider.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I will
move on to other topics, given the fact
that some people think we work too
many hours already. And I comment—
because a lot of people are listening
now—there are committee meetings
going on right now, actually very im-
portant hearings and a markup of the
defense bill that will go on until prob-
ably 7 o’clock tonight by Senators in
our Nation’s Capital. Although we are
not right here, because we are going to
try to close down in a few minutes, our
colleagues are working, doing very im-
portant business in committee markup
at hearings on Capitol Hill. They will
go until probably early this evening.

I take the opportunity to comment
on the economic news from this week.
It is dramatic and encouraging. Al-
though we wake up, turn on the tele-
vision, read the paper, and we cannot
help, by the time we get to the second
page, being depressed about what is
going on in the world, we have some
great news that affects America, every
American, every working American,
every family member out there. The
news is about jobs. It is nothing short
of amazing what can be said about the
economic statistics that have come out
over the last 48 hours.

With today’s report of 288,000 payroll
jobs being created in the month of
April, the economy has created over 1.1
million jobs over the last 8 months.
The job gains were widespread, and the
revised figures at the end of each
month—you go back and revise the fig-
ures for the previous month—now show
manufacturing jobs have grown for the
last 3 months. That is the first time we
have had a sustained 3-month growth
in years.

Second, the past 2 months have been
the strongest 2-month job gain in over
4 years. The number of persons unem-
ployed dropped by 188,000 last month.
That is still unacceptable, to have 8.1
million unemployed. But this is the
lowest it has been since the winter of
2002. So it is progress. We are moving
in the right direction.

Thirdly, construction spending was
reported this week at the highest level
in history—at the highest level in his-
tory.
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Fourth, the service sector is growing
at its fastest pace, not just in 1 year or
2 years or 3 years or 5 years, but the
fastest pace in 7 years.

Finally, in terms of great news, the
Congressional Budget Office estimated,
yesterday, that revenues are running
$30 billion to $40 billion higher than an-
ticipated for the year. Of course, that
goes right to the bottom line in terms
of reducing the Federal deficit.

All this is good news, but we have so
much more to do. So I say, it is good
news, but we cannot rest until we
make sure everybody who is looking
for a job can get a job. It really ties
into our previous discussion on the im-
portance of bringing to closure passing
this FSC/ETI JOBS legislation. But it
has been a remarkable past 8 months.

Mr. REID. Will the Senator yield?

Mr. FRIST. I am happy to yield.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am not
much for giving advice to the distin-
guished Senator from Tennessee, but
here is some advice I would like to give
you.

In the morning, when you get up, just
as I do—I grab the newspaper, but I go
immediately to the sports page. That
way, there is good news. I feel pretty
good then. And then I work my way to
the front page. I would suggest you do
that because there is always good news
on the sports page.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, is that in
the first section or the back section?

Mr. REID. I go right to the front page
of section C. Usually all of it is the
sports.

Mr. FRIST. I will take that counsel,
and consider the previous counsel on
working harder and later and more
days, but I am not sure I will take
that.

————

STAR PRINT—S. 2376

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that S. 2376 be star
printed with the changes that are at
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—H.R. 2771 AND H.R. 4227

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I under-
stand there are two bills at the desk
and due for a second reading. I ask
unanimous consent that the clerk read
the titles of the bills for a second time
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will read the titles of the bills for the
second time.

The assistant journal clerk read as
follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 2771) to amend the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act to reauthorize the New York
City Watershed Protection Program.

A bill (H.R. 4227) to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend to 2005 the al-
ternative minimum tax relief available in
2003 and 2004 and to index such relief for in-
flation.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I object to
further proceeding en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bills will be placed on the cal-
endar.

——————

NORTHERN UGANDA CRISIS
RESPONSE ACT

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of Calendar No. 488, S. 2264.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant journal clerk read as
follows:

A Dbill (S. 2264) to require a report on the
conflict in Uganda, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2264) was read the third
time and passed, as follows:

S. 2264

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Northern
Uganda Crisis Response Act’’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The United States and the Republic of
Uganda enjoy a strong bilateral relationship
and continue to work closely together in
fighting the human immunodeficiency virus
and acquired immune deficiency syndrome
(“HIV/AIDS”) pandemic and combating
international terrorism.

(2) For more than 17 years, the Govern-
ment of Uganda has been engaged in a con-
flict with the Lord’s Resistance Army that
has inflicted hardship and suffering on the
people of northern and eastern Uganda.

(3) The members of the Lord’s Resistance
Army have used brutal tactics during this
conflict, including abducting and forcing in-
dividuals into sexual servitude, and forcing a
large number of children, estimated to be be-
tween 16,000 and 26,000 children, in Uganda to
serve in such Army’s military forces.

(4) The Secretary of State has designated
the Lord’s Resistance Army as a terrorist or-
ganization and placed the Lord’s Resistance
Army on the Terrorist Exclusion list pursu-
ant to section 212(a)(3) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(3)).

(5) According to Human Rights Watch,
since the mid-1990s the only known sponsor
of the Lord’s Resistance Army has been the
Government of Sudan, though such Govern-
ment denies providing assistance to the
Lord’s Resistance Army.

(6) More than 1,000,000 people have been
displaced from their homes in Uganda as a
result of the conflict.

(7) The conflict has resulted in a lack of se-
curity for the people of Uganda, and as a re-
sult of such lack, each night more than 18,000
children leave their homes and flee to the
relative safety of town centers, creating a
massive ‘‘night commuter’” phenomenon
that leaves already vulnerable children sub-
ject to exploitation and abuse.

The

S5047

(8) Individuals who have been displaced by
the conflict in Uganda often suffer from
acute malnutrition and the mortality rate
for children in northern Uganda who have
been displaced is very high.

(9) In the latter part of 2003, humanitarian
and human rights organizations operating in
northern Uganda reported an increase in vio-
lence directed at their efforts and at civil-
ians, including a sharp increase in child ab-
ductions.

(10) The Government of Uganda’s military
efforts to resolve this conflict, including the
arming and training of local militia forces,
have not ensured the security of civilian pop-
ulations in the region to date.

(11) The continued instability and lack of
security in Uganda has severely hindered the
ability of any organization or governmental
entity to deliver regular humanitarian as-
sistance and services to individuals who have
been displaced or otherwise negatively af-
fected by the conflict.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that the Govern-
ment of the United States should—

(1) work vigorously to support ongoing ef-
forts to explore the prospects for a peaceful
resolution of the conflict in northern and
eastern Uganda;

(2) work with the Government of Uganda
and the international community to make
available sufficient resources to meet the
immediate relief and development needs of
the towns and cities in Uganda that are sup-
porting large numbers of people who have
been displaced by the conflict;

(3) urge the Government of Uganda and the
international community to assume greater
responsibility for the protection of civilians
and economic development in regions in
Uganda affected by the conflict, and to place
a high priority on providing security, eco-
nomic development, and humanitarian as-
sistance to the people of Uganda;

(4) work with the international commu-
nity, the Government of Uganda, and civil
society in northern and eastern Uganda to
develop a plan whereby those now displaced
may return to their homes or to other loca-
tions where they may become economically
productive;

(5) urge the leaders and members of the
Lord’s Resistance Army to stop the abduc-
tion of children, and urge all armed forces in
Uganda to stop the use of child soldiers, and
seek the release of all individuals who have
been abducted;

(6) make available increased resources for
assistance to individuals who were abducted
during the conflict, child soldiers, and other
children affected by the conflict;

(7) work with the Government of Uganda,
other countries, and international organiza-
tions to ensure that sufficient resources and
technical support are devoted to the demobi-
lization and reintegration of rebel combat-
ants and abductees forced by their captors to
serve in non-combatant support roles;

(8) cooperate with the international com-
munity to support civil society organiza-
tions and leaders in Uganda, including
Acholi religious leaders, who are working to-
ward a just and lasting resolution to the con-
flict;

(9) urge the Government of Uganda to im-
prove the professionalism of Ugandan mili-
tary personnel currently stationed in north-
ern and eastern Uganda, with an emphasis on
respect for human rights, accountability for
abuses, and effective civilian protection;

(10) work with the international commu-
nity to assist institutions of civil society in
Uganda to increase the capacity of such in-
stitutions to monitor the human rights situ-
ation in northern Uganda and to raise aware-
ness of abuses of human rights that occur in
that area;
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(11) urge the Government of Uganda to per-
mit international human rights monitors to
establish a presence in northern and eastern
Uganda;

(12) monitor the creation of civilian militia
forces in northern and eastern Uganda and
publicize any concerns regarding the recruit-
ment of children into such forces or the po-
tential that the establishment of such forces
will invite increased targeting of civilians in
the conflict or exacerbate ethnic tension and
violence; and

(13) make clear that the relationship be-
tween the Government of Sudan and the
Government of the United States cannot im-
prove unless no credible evidence indicates
that authorities of the Government of Sudan
are complicit in efforts to provide weapons
or other support to the Lord’s Resistance
Army.

SEC. 4. REPORT.

(a) REQUIREMENTS.—Not later than 6
months after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of State shall submit a
report to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees on the conflict in Uganda.

(b) CONTENT.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include a description of the
following:

(1) The individuals or entities that are pro-
viding financial and material support for the
Lord’s Resistance Army, including a descrip-
tion of any such support provided by the
Government of Sudan or by senior officials
of such Government.

(2) The activities of the Lord’s Resistance
Army that create obstacles that prohibit the
provision of humanitarian assistance or the
protection of the civilian population in
Uganda.

(3) The practices employed by the Ugandan
People’s Defense Forces in northern and
eastern Uganda to ensure that children and
civilians are protected, that civilian com-
plaints are addressed, and that any member
of the armed forces that abuses a civilian is
held accountable for such abuse.

(4) The actions carried out by the Govern-
ment of the United States, the Government
of Uganda, or the international community
to protect civilians, especially women and
children, who have been displaced by the
conflict in Uganda, including women and
children that leave their homes and flee to
cities and towns at night in search of secu-
rity from sexual exploitation and gender-
based violence.

(c) ForM OF REPORT.—The report under
subsection (a) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, but may include a classified
annex.

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means the Committee on Foreign Relations
of the Senate and the Committee on Inter-
national Relations of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF MA-
JORITY RULE IN THE REPUBLIC
OF SOUTH AFRICA

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 489, S. Con. Res.
100.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The assistant journal clerk read as
follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 100)
celebrating 10 years of majority rule in the
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Republic of South Africa and recognizing the
momentous social and economic achieve-
ments of South Africa since the institution
of democracy in that country.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution and preamble be agreed
to en bloc, the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table en bloc, and that
any statements relating thereto be
printed in the RECORD, with no inter-
vening action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 100) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. CoN. RESs. 100

Whereas the Republic of South Africa
peacefully and successfully held democratic
elections and transitioned to a democratic,
nonracial form of government in 1994;

Whereas South Africa helped initiate and
frame the New Partnership for Africa’s De-
velopment and continues to head this part-
nership for development and responsible
leadership in Africa;

Whereas South Africa actively supports
the South African Development Community,
which promotes regional economic coopera-
tion and higher standards of living in South-
ern Africa;

Whereas South Africa has made significant
advances in housing by constructing 1,600,000
houses for the poor of South Africa;

Whereas, since 1994, 9,000,000 people in
South Africa have gained access to clean
water;

Whereas, before 1994, 22,000,000 people in
South Africa did not have access to adequate
sanitation, but 63 percent of households in
South Africa now have access to adequate
sanitation;

Whereas, before 1994, 60 percent of people
in South Africa did not have electricity, but
more than 70 percent of households in South
Africa now have electricity;

Whereas, from 1994 to 2004, secondary
school enrollment in South Africa increased
from 70 percent to 85 percent, and students
in South Africa now learn in a racially inte-
grated school system;

Whereas the Government of South Africa
has established nutritional and educational
programs to benefit the youngest and poor-
est people in South Africa;

Whereas South Africa is experiencing the
longest period of consistent positive growth,
as measured by its gross domestic product
(GDP), since growth in GDP was properly re-
corded in the 1940s;

Whereas F.W. de Klerk and Nelson Mandela
share a Nobel Peace Prize for their work in
ending apartheid in South Africa and estab-
lishing a representative government;

Whereas Desmond Tutu led the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission to repair injus-
tices among South Africans and improve
race relations in the country, and was
awarded a Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts;

Whereas South Africa has contributed
troops to peacekeeping efforts in Burundi,
Liberia, the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Ethiopia, and Eritrea;

Whereas South Africa President Thabo
Mbeki has forged a relationship with Presi-
dent George W. Bush, making three state
visits to the United States and hosting
President Bush during his visit to Pretoria,
South Africa;
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Whereas South Africa has served as an in-
spiration for other African nations striving
for democracy and the peaceful cooperation
of many ethnic groups;

Whereas, after being isolated for many
years because of the odious system of apart-
heid, South Africa has since 1994 become a
premier location for large international con-
ferences, a leading tourist destination, and
the locale for numerous films; and

Whereas, in 1993, the Government of South
Africa voluntarily halted its biological,
chemical, and nuclear weapons programs
and, in 1994, hosted the first conference in
Africa on the implementation of the Conven-
tion on the Prohibition on the Development,
Production, Stockpiling, and Use of Chem-
ical Weapons and On Their Destruction, with
annexes, done at Paris January 13, 1993, and
entered into force April 29, 1997: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) applauds the Republic of South Africa
for the remarkable transition to a demo-
cratic government and the tremendous
progress achieved during 10 years of majority
rule;

(2) looks forward to a continued partner-
ship with South Africa focused on a sus-
tained commitment to the health of South
Africans; and

(3) anticipates continued social develop-
ment and economic growth in South Africa.

———

OBSERVING THE TENTH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE RWANDAN GENO-
CIDE OF 1994

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 490, S. Res. 332.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant journal clerk read as
follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 332) observing the
tenth anniversary of the Rwandan Genocide
of 1994.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
and preamble be agreed to en bloc, the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table en bloc, and that any statements
relating thereto be printed in the
RECORD, with no intervening action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 332

Whereas 10 years ago, during a 3-month pe-
riod in 1994, 800,000 Rwandans were killed in
an organized campaign of genocide that tar-
geted ethnic Tutsis and political moderates;

Whereas the United Nations Assistance
Mission for Rwanda was dramatically scaled
back as the genocide occurred;

Whereas by mid-July 1994, 2,000,000
Rwandans became refugees and another
1,000,000 were internally displaced due to the
genocide and civil war;

Whereas in 1994, the United Nations Secu-
rity Council established the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda to hold ac-
countable those responsible for the atroc-
ities;

332) was
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Whereas in March 1998, President William
Jefferson Clinton acknowledged that ‘‘we in
the United States and the world community
did not do as much as we could have and
should have done to try to limit what oc-
curred in Rwanda in 1994’;

Whereas in 1999, the Independent Inquiry
into the Actions of the United Nations dur-
ing the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda found that
‘“‘the failure by the United Nations to pre-
vent, and subsequently, to stop the genocide
in Rwanda was a failure by the United Na-
tions system as a whole’’;

Whereas the Rwandan genocide and its
aftermath played a significant part in the
destabilization of the entire Great Lakes re-
gion over the last decade; and

Whereas today, the vast majority of Rwan-
dan refugees have returned to their country,
and the Government of Rwanda is working to
address the backlog of genocide-related cases
awaiting trial through the formal justice
sector and through community-based gacaca
courts: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) solemnly observes the tenth anniver-
sary of the Rwandan genocide of 1994;

(2) recognizes and is saddened by the fail-
ure of the international community, includ-
ing the United States, to prevent the geno-
cide;

(3) reaffirms its commitment to the Con-
vention on the Prevention and Punishment
of the Crime of Genocide, done at Paris on
December 9, 1948;

(4) supports ongoing efforts to educate the
people of the United States and of the world
about the Rwandan genocide;

(6) commits to continuing efforts to
strengthen institutions working to bring to
justice those responsible for the genocide;
and

(6) urges the President and the inter-
national community to seize on the occasion
of this anniversary to focus attention on the
future of Rwanda, and to support the people
of Rwanda so that they may—

(A) be free from the fear of ethnic violence,
mob violence, or state-sponsored violence;

(B) enjoy full civil and political rights and
feel free to voice legitimate disagreements
honestly and publicly without fear of vio-
lence or intimidation;

(C) have confidence in the independence of
the judiciary and the rule of law in Rwanda;
and

(D) experience sustained economic growth
and development that improves the standard
of living in Rwanda.

————

GLOBAL ANTI-SEMITISM REVIEW
ACT OF 2004

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of Calendar No. 493, S. 2292.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will state the bill by title.

The assistant journal clerk read as
follows:

A Dbill (S. 2292) to require a report on acts
of anti-Semitism around the world.

There being no objection the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Foreign Relations, with amend-
ments, as follows:

[Strike the parts shown in black
brackets and insert the parts shown in
italic.]

S. 2292

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Global Anti-
Semitism Review Act of 2004”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Acts of anti-Semitism in countries
throughout the world, including some of the
world’s strongest democracies, have in-
creased significantly in frequency and scope
over the last several years.

(2) During the first 3 months of 2004, there
were numerous instances of anti-Semitic vi-
olence around the world, including the fol-
lowing incidents:

(A) In Australia on January 5, 2004, poison
was used to ignite, and burn anti-Semitic
slogans into, the lawns of the Parliament
House in the state of Tasmania.

(B) In St. Petersburg, Russia, on February
15, 2004, vandals desecrated approximately 50
gravestones in a Jewish cemetery, painting
the stones with swastikas and anti-Semitic
graffiti.

(C) In Toronto, Canada, over the weekend
of March 19 through March 21, 2004, vandals
attacked a Jewish school, a Jewish ceme-
tery, and area synagogues, painting swas-
tikas and anti-Semitic slogans on the walls
of a synagogue and on residential property in
a nearby, predominantly Jewish, neighbor-
hood.

(D) In Toulon, France, on March 23, 2004, a
Jewish synagogue and community center
were set on fire.

(3) Anti-Semitism in old and new forms is
also increasingly emanating from the Arab
and Muslim world on a sustained basis, in-
cluding through books published by govern-
ment-owned publishing houses in Egypt and
other Arab countries.

(4) In November 2002, state-run television
in Egypt broadcast the anti-Semitic series
entitled ‘“‘Horseman Without a Horse,”” which
is based upon the fictitious [conspiracy the-
ory know as the Protocols of the Elders of
Zion] ‘‘Protocols of the Learned Elders of
Zion”. The Protocols have been used
throughout the last century by despots such
as Adolf Hitler to justify violence against
Jews.

(5) In November 2003, Arab television fea-
tured an anti-Semitic series, entitled ‘‘Ash-
Shatat” (or ‘“The Diaspora’’), which depicts
Jewish people hatching a plot for Jewish
control of the world.

(6) The sharp rise in anti-Semitic violence
has caused international organizations such
as the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) to elevate, and
bring renewed focus to, the issue, including
the convening by the OSCE in June 2003 of a
conference in Vienna dedicated solely to the
issue of anti-Semitism.

(7) The OSCE will again convene a con-
ference dedicated to addressing the problem
of anti-Semitism on April 28-29, 2004, in Ber-
lin, with the United States delegation to be
led by former Mayor of New York City Ed
Koch.

(8) The United States Government has
strongly supported efforts to address anti-
Semitism through bilateral relationships
and interaction with international organiza-
tions such as the OSCE, the European Union,
and the United Nations.

(9) Congress has consistently supported ef-
forts to address the rise in anti-Semitic vio-
lence. During the 107th Congress, both the
Senate and the House of Representatives
passed resolutions expressing strong concern
with the sharp escalation of anti-Semitic vi-
olence in Europe and calling on the Depart-
ment of State to thoroughly document the
phenomenon.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the United States Government should
continue to strongly support efforts to com-
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bat anti-Semitism worldwide through bilat-
eral relationships and interaction with inter-
national organizations such as the OSCE;
and

(2) the Department of State should thor-
oughly document acts of anti-Semitism that
occur around the world.

SEC. 4. [REPORT] REPORTS.

[Not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, and annually there-
after] (a) ONE-TIME REPORT.—Not later than
November 15, 2004, the Secretary of State
shall submit to the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate and the Committee
on International Relations of the House of
Representatives a report on acts of anti-
Semitism around the world, including a de-
scription of—

(1) acts of physical violence against, or
harassment of, Jewish people, and acts of vi-
olence against, or vandalism of, Jewish com-
munity institutions, such as schools, syna-
gogues, or cemeteries, that occurred in each
country;

(2) the responses of the governments of
those countries to such actions;

(3) the actions taken by such governments
to enact and enforce laws relating to the pro-
tection of the right to religious freedom of
Jewish people; and

(4) the efforts by such governments to pro-
mote anti-bias and tolerance education.

(b) INFORMATION REQUIRED IN ANNUAL DE-
PARTMENT OF STATE REPORTS.—The Secretary
of State shall include the information required
under subsection (a) in the annual reports of
the Department of State known as the Annual
Report on International Religious Freedom and
the Annual Human Rights Report.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the committee
amendments be agreed to, the bill, as
amended, be read the third time and
passed, the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table en bloc, and that
any statements relating to the bill be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee amendments were
agreed to.

The bill (S. 2292), as amended, was
read the third time and passed, as fol-
lows:

S. 2292

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Global Anti-
Semitism Review Act of 2004,

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Acts of anti-Semitism in countries
throughout the world, including some of the
world’s strongest democracies, have in-
creased significantly in frequency and scope
over the last several years.

(2) During the first 3 months of 2004, there
were numerous instances of anti-Semitic vi-
olence around the world, including the fol-
lowing incidents:

(A) In Australia on January 5, 2004, poison
was used to ignite, and burn anti-Semitic
slogans into, the lawns of the Parliament
House in the state of Tasmania.

(B) In St. Petersburg, Russia, on February
15, 2004, vandals desecrated approximately 50
gravestones in a Jewish cemetery, painting
the stones with swastikas and anti-Semitic
graffiti.

(C) In Toronto, Canada, over the weekend
of March 19 through March 21, 2004, vandals
attacked a Jewish school, a Jewish ceme-
tery, and area synagogues, painting swas-
tikas and anti-Semitic slogans on the walls
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of a synagogue and on residential property in
a nearby, predominantly Jewish, neighbor-
hood.

(D) In Toulon, France, on March 23, 2004, a
Jewish synagogue and community center
were set on fire.

(3) Anti-Semitism in old and new forms is
also increasingly emanating from the Arab
and Muslim world on a sustained basis, in-
cluding through books published by govern-
ment-owned publishing houses in Egypt and
other Arab countries.

(4) In November 2002, state-run television
in Egypt broadcast the anti-Semitic series
entitled ‘‘Horseman Without a Horse,”” which
is based upon the fictitious ‘‘Protocols of the
Learned Elders of Zion”. The Protocols have
been used throughout the last century by
despots such as Adolf Hitler to justify vio-
lence against Jews.

(56) In November 2003, Arab television fea-
tured an anti-Semitic series, entitled ‘‘Ash-
Shatat” (or ‘“The Diaspora’), which depicts
Jewish people hatching a plot for Jewish
control of the world.

(6) The sharp rise in anti-Semitic violence
has caused international organizations such
as the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) to elevate, and
bring renewed focus to, the issue, including
the convening by the OSCE in June 2003 of a
conference in Vienna dedicated solely to the
issue of anti-Semitism.

(7) The OSCE will again convene a con-
ference dedicated to addressing the problem
of anti-Semitism on April 28-29, 2004, in Ber-
lin, with the United States delegation to be
led by former Mayor of New York City Ed
Koch.

(8) The United States Government has
strongly supported efforts to address anti-
Semitism through bilateral relationships
and interaction with international organiza-
tions such as the OSCE, the European Union,
and the United Nations.

(9) Congress has consistently supported ef-
forts to address the rise in anti-Semitic vio-
lence. During the 107th Congress, both the
Senate and the House of Representatives
passed resolutions expressing strong concern
with the sharp escalation of anti-Semitic vi-
olence in Europe and calling on the Depart-
ment of State to thoroughly document the
phenomenon.
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SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the United States Government should
continue to strongly support efforts to com-
bat anti-Semitism worldwide through bilat-
eral relationships and interaction with inter-
national organizations such as the OSCE;
and

(2) the Department of State should thor-
oughly document acts of anti-Semitism that
occur around the world.

SEC. 4. REPORTS.

(a) ONE-TIME REPORT.—Not later than No-
vember 15, 2004, the Secretary of State shall
submit to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on
International Relations of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on acts of anti-Semi-
tism around the world, including a descrip-
tion of—

(1) acts of physical violence against, or
harassment of, Jewish people, and acts of vi-
olence against, or vandalism of, Jewish com-
munity institutions, such as schools, syna-
gogues, or cemeteries, that occurred in each
country;

(2) the responses of the governments of
those countries to such actions;

(3) the actions taken by such governments
to enact and enforce laws relating to the pro-
tection of the right to religious freedom of
Jewish people; and

(4) the efforts by such governments to pro-
mote anti-bias and tolerance education.

(b) INFORMATION REQUIRED IN ANNUAL DE-
PARTMENT OF STATE REPORTS.—The Sec-
retary of State shall include the information
required under subsection (a) in the annual
reports of the Department of State known as
the Annual Report on International Reli-
gious Freedom and the Annual Human
Rights Report.

————————

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, MAY 10,
2004

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 2 p.m. on Monday, May 10.
I further ask that following the prayer
and the pledge, the morning hour be
deemed to have expired, the Journal of
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the proceedings be approved to date,
the time for the two leaders be re-
served for their use later in the day,
the Senate then begin a period of
morning business, with Senators to
speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PROGRAM

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, on Mon-
day, the Senate will be in morning
business. It is possible that the Senate
will resume consideration of the FSC/
ETI JOBS bill Monday afternoon to
consider amendments relevant to the
bill. Moments ago, I filed a cloture mo-
tion to the bill which provided for a
vote on Tuesday. I believe the man-
agers will be prepared to dispose of the
relevant amendments prior to that clo-
ture vote, and we will continue to dis-
cuss that option on Monday.

Also, on Monday, we expect that the
Senate will vote or will act on the Iraqi
prisoner resolution. It is important for
the Senate to speak out in a formal
way. Most colleagues have spoken out
individually on this issue in a bipar-
tisan, single voice. Therefore, I would
like to put Senators on notice that we
can expect a rollcall vote at approxi-
mately 5:30 p.m. on Monday.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
MAY 10, 2004, AT 2 P.M.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
the Senate stand in adjournment under
the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 12:16 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
May 10, 2004, at 2 p.m.
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING OLDER AMERICANS
MONTH

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, every year since
1963, when President John F. Kennedy offi-
cially established Older Americans Month,
May has served as an opportunity to recog-
nize the needs and contributions of older
American communities across the country.
This year's theme, “Aging Well, Living Well”
offers us an opportunity to reflect on the shift-
ing needs of seniors and to highlight the
issues that contribute to improving seniors’
quality of life.

In the last 100 years, the number of Ameri-
cans 65 or over increased more than tenfold,
and the growing number of racially and eth-
nically diverse communities continues to con-
tribute to the unique character of American
seniors. As a member of the Congressional
Older Americans Caucus, | am well aware of
the unique needs of our older population, es-
pecially in terms of accessing affordable
health care, prescription drugs, and securing
Social Security.

The Federal Government created the Medi-
care and Social Security program in order to
guarantee that after a lifetime of working and
paying into the system, retired Americans
would have access to health care coverage
and retiree benefits. | remain committed to
strengthening and preserving these programs,
which have allowed generations of retirees to
live with dignity and integrity.

As a member of the Universal Health Care
Task Force, | continue to work to ensure that
health care is available and affordable for all
Americans. We must be cautious of risky pri-
vatization schemes that could reduce access
to affordable health care or Social Security
benefits. Aging well and living well mean that
heath care, prescription drugs, and Social Se-
curity must be made affordable and accessible
for all American seniors.

In recognition of Older Americans Month, |
commend our nation’s seniors for their many
contributions to our society and | will continue
to fight to protect and improve American sen-
iors’ quality of life.

——————
IN RECOGNITION OF WALTER
CRONKITE RECEIVING THE

HARRY S TRUMAN GOOD NEIGH-
BOR AWARD

HON. KAREN McCARTHY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 6, 2004

Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in recognition of Walter Cronkite, recipient

of the 2004 Harry S Truman Good Neighbor
Award. In 1953, longtime friends arranged an

annual birthday luncheon for the then-retired
33rd President of the United States, Harry S
Truman. After his death in 1972, the birthday
celebration was continued in his honor through
a local foundation established to continue to
pay tribute to his virtues of courage and lead-
ership. Each year, the Harry S Truman Good
Neighbor Award Foundation recognizes the
national and international ideals of President
Truman and preserves his memory by hon-
oring such local individuals and encouraging
young people to pursue international study.

This year, the foundation has selected Wal-
ter Cronkite to the prestigious Good Neighbor
Award in recognition of his outstanding career
in broadcasting. For more than 60 vyears
Americans nightly received unbiased and fac-
tual national and international wisdom from the
golden voice of Walter Cronkite. This North-
west Missourian brought us reports from the
European theater in World War Il and reported
on the Nuremburg trials. His insights to the
turbulent 60’s awakened us to civil rights and
human rights issues. He comforted us through
the grief of three assassinations in that same
decade, reporting the dreadful news to a
shocked nation with his characteristic insight
and somber vision. When President John F.
Kennedy was struck down in November of
1963, followed by the murder of Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr. just before Palm Sunday in
1968, and then-Senator Robert Kennedy’s kill-
ing on the eve of his California primary victory
in June of the same year, the loss of these
great leaders was all but unbearable, were it
not for the constant and reassuring presence
of Walter Cronkite, reaching out to us with
straightforward and thoughtful news reporting.

Walter Cronkite became a war cor-
respondent again in the late 60’s when he re-
ported to a divided country on Vietnam. Fol-
lowing the Tet offensive in January 1968,
often considered a turning point in the war,
Cronkite visited the war torn country and
called for diplomatic negotiations to end the
stalemate. By then, the tide of public opinion
had begun to turn against the war and Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson announced that he
would not seek reelection in March of that
year. The decade ended on a high note, how-
ever, when the first manned spacecraft was
sent to the moon and Walter Cronkite reported
the launch with his infamous, “Go Baby, Go.”
On July 20, 1969, he shared the moon landing
with an awestruck nation in what some called
“Walter to Walter” coverage on CBS news. He
provided continuous coverage for the almost
30 hours it took Apollo XI to complete its mis-
sion.

The 70’s brought political scandal and Wal-
ter Cronkite reported to the nation with accu-
racy and balance from June 17, 1972, the
morning after the Watergate breakin, through
August 8, 1974, when Richard M. Nixon be-
came the first President of the United States
to resign from office because of scandal. Wal-
ter Cronkite’s incredible career included inter-
views with international heads of state, while
keeping the nation informed of worldwide
events, as well as audiences with every U.S.

President since Harry Truman. He officially re-
tired in 1981, but we are grateful that he con-
tinues to work on documentaries and pro-
grams for broadcast on PBS and the Dis-
covery and Learning Channels.

The news has become the information tool
that informs, stimulates interest, evokes de-
bate, and ultimately protects our democracy.
Walter Cronkite’s dedication to his profes-
sional career is exemplary for its objective re-
porting, credibility, and his trademark delivery
that has made an American icon.

President Truman’s high regard of Walter
Cronkite is reflected best in a letter to Mr.
Raymond E. Dix, President of the Ohio News-
paper Association on January 1, 1966.

DEAR MR. DixX: I was glad to have your let-
ter informing me of the contemplated pres-
entation of the Distinguished Service to
Journalism Award to Walter Cronkite. I
know of no one more worthy of being so hon-
ored by a jury of his peers. For one who has
had some slight exposure to the press—the
spoken and the written—with some mis-
adventures and collisions along the way, I
continue to have a healthy respect for that
all important free institution.

Here and there, over a span of time, some
of the practitioners in that estate manage to
rise to a special place of their own and be-
come a force in their own right. Walter
Cronkite looms large in that category and I
always associate him with the quality of
never failing credibility.

Please give Walter my warm personal
greetings.

Sincerely yours,
HARRY S TRUMAN.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in warm con-
gratulations to our native son, Walter Cronkite,
for receiving the Harry S Truman Good Neigh-
bor Award for his outstanding contribution to
journalism and his “neverfailing credibility.” As
a role model, he has inspired individuals like
me to fight the good fight for a just cause, se-
cure in the knowledge that armed with the
facts and the passion for what is right and
just, one can make a difference in the lives of
others. Thank you, Walter Cronkite.

———

HONORING THE SUN-REPORTER
NEWS JOURNAL

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today to honor the Sun-Reporter, one of this
country’s most respected African American
newspapers, on the occasion of their 60th an-
niversary. The Sun-Reporter serves as an in-
dispensable voice for the African American
community in the San Francisco Bay Area and
across the Nation.

The Sun-Reporter was founded in 1944 at a
time when African Americans were relocating
to the Bay Area in large numbers to work in
the wartime shipyards. Founded by Thomas
C. Fleming, a brilliant journalist, the paper

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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originated as The Reporter, but soon merged
with the Sun-Reporter, a paper acquired in a
poker game by Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett, Flem-
ing’s longtime friend and a significant drum
major for justice. Thus, the Sun-Reporter was
born, with Goodlett as the paper’s Editor and
Publisher, Dr. Dan Collins as Co-Publisher,
and Fleming as Managing Editor. In 1951, Dr.

Goodlett became the sole publisher.
Under the leadership of Dr. Goodlett and

Mr. Fleming, the Sun-Reporter became a vital
source of news and an editorial voice for the
Bay Area’s African American community. Over
time, it developed a reputation as one of this
country’s preeminent African American news-
pa?ers. o

he paper has taken strong editorial stands
against racism, segregation, war, and the un-
equal treatment of African Americans and
other groups that have experienced systemic
prejudice and discrimination. It has actively
fought for civil rights, fair employment and
housing law, and global peace.

The paper has taken courageous positions
on a wide range of issues. It relentlessly chal-
lenged school segregation; it denounced Sen-
ator Joseph McCarthy’s assault on civil lib-
erties in the days of the cold war; and, as a
result of its publicity, the Sun-Reporter was
largely responsible for bringing Paul Robeson
to San Francisco for a concert at the Third
Baptist Church when he was barred from ap-
pearing in all other venues.

The Sun-Reporter has been a focal point for
the African-American community in the Bay
Area. It has been host to visits from many lu-
minaries, including Malcolm X, Muhammad Ali,
Dick Gregory, and numerous civil rights activ-
ists.

Many young and talented journalists who
got their start at the Sun-Reporter have gone
on to successful careers in journalism, includ-
ing Lance Gilmore, Edith Austin, Belva Davis,
Valerie Coleman, and many more.

In 1997, Amelia Ashley-Ward succeeded Dr.
Goodlett as the paper’s Publisher. Ms. Ashley-
Ward, an award-winning journalist and photo-
journalist, has continually raised the Sun-Re-
porters’ standard of excellence, and it remains
an important and valued source of news and
editorials for the Bay Area’s African American
community.

| take great pride in honoring the Sun-Re-
porter today for its excellence in journalism
and for its unyielding pursuit of equality and
justice for African Americans everywhere. We
are grateful to have such a fine newspaper in
the Bay Area, and look forward to many more
years of success.

CONCERNS ABOUT THE EFFECTS
OF IMMIGRATION AND FOREIGN
LABOR ON DOMESTIC EMPLOY-
MENT

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to address an issue about which many of my
constituents are increasingly concerned:
namely, the effects of immigration and foreign

labor on our domestic job markets.
It is no secret that the American economy

has lost 2.6 million jobs since President Bush
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first took office in 2001. My home state of
Pennsylvania has been one of the hardest hit
in this area, losing over 135,000 manufac-
turing jobs in the last three years.

This destructive trend has also begun to ex-
pand into other sectors of our economy as
companies seeking to cut costs have started
shifting engineering, technology, and other
service-related jobs to places such as China,
India, and the Philippines. Moreover, my con-
stituents are increasingly troubled by the deci-
sions of many American employers to bring
foreign workers to the United States in record
numbers. As a result of these developments,
many Americans are either losing their jobs to
cheap foreign labor, both at home and abroad,
or are accepting lower wages due to the huge
influx of domestic foreign workers, both legal
and illegal.

In these matters, | am very concerned about
the failure to enforce effectively our immigra-
tion policies and prevent illegal immigration. In
addition to the millions of legal immigrants al-
ready residing in the United States, experts
now estimate that ten to fifteen million addi-
tional illegal immigrants now live here with
roughly another 500,000 added yearly. The
huge increase of foreign workers moving to
the U.S. in recent decades has occurred be-
cause of our weak and short-sighted immigra-
tion policies.

Mr. Speaker, our immigrant heritage, in my
view, has helped to make the United States
the greatest nation in the world. It is, however,
at least equally, if not more important, that we
do all we can to protect American workers,
citizens, and taxpayers from the costs and po-
tential security risks associated with illegal im-
migration. The President’s recent proposal on
immigration unfortunately falls considerably
short of achieving real reform. Consequently,
the Congress needs to rethink our immigration
policies and develop a long-term, workable
plan for addressing these important matters.

While | support keeping an appropriate level
of legal immigration, we must put an imme-
diate halt to our tacit approval of those who
flaunt our laws and come here illegally. We
must also ensure that a sufficient number of
temporary work visas are available in selected
areas, such as nursing, agriculture, and tour-
ism, but only where an adequate supply of do-
mestic workers is not available. Finally, we
must ensure that current American workers
are not losing their jobs or being forced to sur-
vive on depressed wages because we are vol-
untarily importing far more foreign workers
than we need through legal and illegal immi-
gration.

In sum, Mr. Speaker, we need to restore the
balance between protecting American workers
and promoting effective immigration policy. We
must also correct our flawed immigration poli-
cies in order to protect national security and
promote economic growth at home for the
benefit of both current U.S. workers and future
generations of Americans.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JIM DUNN
HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Grand
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Junction, Colorado resident Jim Dunn for his
efforts to help comfort our nation’s veterans.
For several years, Jim and his wife Margaret,
who sadly passed away this March, took the
time nearly every holiday to bring candy and
fruit baskets to the men at the Veteran’s Asso-
ciation Medical Center. Jim’s service reminds
us all of the great importance of and need to
care for and cherish America’s great heroes,
and it is my honor to recognize his dedication
to our veterans today.

Jim and Margaret began their visits to the
medical center eighteen years ago, often
going several times a month and enlisting oth-
ers, such as the City Market, to help in their
cause. They also grew grapes and pears on
their ranch to bring to the men. It is Jim’s
hope that more people will take up the mantle
from Margaret and him in order to brighten the
holidays for the veterans who ensured our
freedom.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
Jim Dunn before this body of Congress and
this nation. His efforts to brighten the lives of
our veterans are truly remarkable. The free-
doms we enjoy today are a direct result of the
sacrifices made by veterans throughout our
nation. | sincerely thank him for his dedication.

HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED
PUBLIC SERVICE OF MIKE WEBB

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the outstanding public service of a
good friend of mine, Mike Webb. Mike served
on the La Vergne, Tennessee, Board of Mayor
and Alderman for 16 years, including the last
10 years as mayor.

Mike has helped La Vergne grow from a
sleepy little community to a major distribution
hub. In 1990, for example, the city had a pop-
ulation of 7,499. Now that population has
grown to nearly 22,000 people. Mike can be
proud of the leadership and integrity he has
provided during that tremendous growth.

Issues ranging from trash pick-up to fire and
police protection, and everything in between,
have crossed Mike’s desk during his tenure as
an alderman and a mayor. His common sense
and wit prevailed through it all. Some facilities
of note that occurred under his administration
are the construction of a 20,000-square-foot
award-winning library, a 10-million gallon-per-
day water treatment plant, and several major
road improvement projects.

His years of experience and leadership
have created a fiscally sound and well-man-
aged city government. The city of La Vergne
will sorely miss Mike’s leadership, his unflinch-
ing dedication and his tireless service. | con-
gratulate Mike on his outstanding public-serv-
ice career and wish him well in his future en-
deavors.
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COMMEMORATING SIR ROGER
BANNISTER

HON. JIM RYUN

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, today |
rise to commemorate the accomplishments of
Sir Roger Bannister.

Roger Bannister is best known as the man
who ran the miracle mile. He was the first man
in recorded history to break the four-minute
mile barrier.

Until the time of his accomplishment, vir-
tually no one thought it possible that a man
could run that fast. But, it was through his ath-
letic ability and technical knowhow that Roger
Bannister persevered to run the miracle mile.

Bannister attended Oxford University to
study medicine. His spare time was devoted to
the track and he soon became an accom-
plished middle distance runner.

Despite the naysayers, Bannister believed
that with perseverance he could run faster
than anyone before him. He used his knowl-
edge as a physician and painstakingly re-
searched the mechanical aspects of running to
develop scientific training methods to aid him.

In 1954, his hard work, discipline, and deter-
mination finally paid off as he sprinted to the
finish line, in a time of three minutes fifty-nine
point four seconds. That day, his name was
forever written not only into record books, but
into sporting folklore as well.

It was Dr. Bannister's dedication to excel-
lence that paved the way for countless other
athletes, including myself, to stretch them-
selves to new levels of achievement.

In later years Bannister concentrated on
medicine, and became a consultant neurolo-
gist. He continued to run to keep fit right up
until 1975, when he broke his ankle in a mo-
toring accident.

Today marks the 50th anniversary of his
historic run. | hope this day can serve as a
testament to young people everywhere that
with perseverance and discipline, they too can
achieve goals others never dreamed possible.

RECOGNITION OF KIM BIGLEY
HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life of Kim Bigley who was re-
cently killed in Kosovo.

Kim Bigley was an employee of DynCorp
International which was serving with the
United Nations as international police officers.
Kim and other members were fired upon by a
Jordanian police officer for unknown reason
and she and two others were killed in the re-
sulting firefight.

Kim Bigley was a 47-year-old who lived
most of her life in southern and southwestern
lllinois. She was the former warden of the
Shawnee Correctional Center, and had just
completed her first day of job orientation when
she was killed. She is survived by her parents,
Jim and Janice Bigley of Greenfield; sons,
Casey Morrow of Springfield and Quinn Mor-
row of Decatur; daughter, Karly Morrow of Pa-
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ducah; and a brother, Joe Bigley of Sherman.
My thoughts and prayers go out to her families
and loved ones. Ms. Bigley gave her life in an
effort to improve the lives of others. This sac-
rifice should never be forgotten.
—

EXPRESSING CONCERN OF CON-
GRESS OVER IRAN’'S DEVELOP-
MENT OF MEANS TO RPODUCE
NUCLEAR WEAPONS

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 5, 2004

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of this resolution. | commend
the Chairman and Ranking Member for bring-
ing this important discussion to the Floor of
the House.

We are living in a dangerous and difficult
time. It is absolutely essential that we continu-
ously scan our world-through our intelligence
agencies, through cooperation with our allies,
and with the United Nations-to find threats to
the American people and to the values that we
hold dear. As the intelligence data rolls in, we
need to have an honest and robust debate
about how to deal with emerging threats.

We must prioritize the dangers that face us,
make difficult decisions about what are the
most imminent threats, and focus on them.
Without focus and resolve on truly pressing
issues, we can undermine our own positions
and the safety of the American people and our
allies.

Obviously, the focus of this nation has been
turned to Iraq. That was the issue that the
President chose to focus on; that is where we
are losing men and women in combat; that is
where we are spending hundreds of billions of
dollars in taxpayer money. However, now we
are realizing that perhaps Iran has been, and
continues to be, a much more imminent and
ominous threat to our well-being.

As we as a nation make decisions about
how to deal with that threat, this time we
should have an open and honest dialogue
here in Congress. That is why | believe this
resolution is important.

For over a decade, the United States has
been trying to alert the world to Iran’s efforts
to covertly develop nuclear weapons. For
many years, Iran has deceived the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and
the world about the true purpose of its sup-
posedly peaceful nuclear energy program.

Iranian leaders, through the international nu-
clear black-market, acquired equipment and
facilities to produce nuclear-weapons-grade
uranium. As a result of IAEA inspections over
the past fifteen months, we now know that
Iran has acquired designs for sophisticated
uranium enrichment equipment and has been
hiding it for years. Iran has even experimented
with material that could be used to initiate a
nuclear detonation.

Because Iran used the same supplier net-
work that provided Libya with the blueprint for
a nuclear warhead, we must assume that Iran
may also have an operable nuclear bomb de-
sign.

Recent limited cooperation with weapons in-
spectors, and diplomatic efforts, cannot over-
shadow the fact that Iran remains a real and
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unpredictable threat that we must face. This is
now at crisis level. Iran must not be allowed
to acquire nuclear weapons. We must keep
the pressure on Iran, as the international com-
munity did with Libya, to push Iran off this
most dangerous path.

We must reach out to our friends and allies
in the EU and elsewhere, and lead them to
take strong action. America cannot bring about
change in Iran on our own, especially with our
soldiers spread thin in Irag and Afghanistan al-
ready. It will take a truly global effort to bring
about a peaceful resolution to this difficult situ-
ation.

Mr. Chairman, this resolution sets a new
standard for states to have access to tech-
nology for peaceful nuclear purposes. It de-
clares that Iran, through its repeated and fla-
grant violations of its international obligations,
has forfeited the right to be trusted with tech-
nology that can be misused to produce weap-
ons-grade uranium and plutonium. This is
tough medicine, denying Iran a valuable
source of energy—but it is necessary, to pro-
tect Ourselves and the region. Perhaps peace-
ful use of nuclear power can be a carrot that
encourages the lIranian leadership to be a
more trustworthy member of the international
community.

Mr. Chairman, this is truly a critical time in
the history of the Middle East. Tensions of the
past are now combining with technology of the
future. Poor diplomacy over the past years
has further fanned the growing flame. We
need to find a way to put this fire out. | urge
my colleagues to support this resolution, to
send a message to Iran and the world that this
Congress is ready to make bold and strong
moves to enforce the Non-Proliferation Treaty
and international law.

———

HONORING WILLIAM LEVINSON OF
MARIN COUNTY, CA

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor William Levinson who is retiring after 12
years as Superintendent of Tamalpais Union
High School District in southern Marin County,
California. His passion for education is evident
in is work in the district as well as in his
meritoring of other superintendents and his
leadership in working with government agen-
cies, the business community, and non-profit
organizations to maximize resources for chil-
dren and families.

Bill grew up in White Plains, New York, and
graduated from the University of Michigan in
1964 with a BA in English literature. In 1966
he earned an MA in Elementary Education at
the same university. There he met his Judy
Falick, his wife of 36 years. He later earned
his doctorate in Educational Leadership and
Administration at Teachers’ College, Columbia
University. His daughter JoAnne was born in
New Jersey and graduated from Redwood
High School in 1994.

Bill's work experience has included stints at
the New York City Welfare Department and as
a Vista Volunteer as well as teaching in
schools in New York, New Jersey, and Cali-
fornia. He also served as superintendent in
the Reed School District in Tiburon and the
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Sonoma Valley Unified School District in
Sonoma. As superintendent for Tamalpais
Union High School District, he managed to
raise teacher for salaries so that the students
could have the best and brightest teachers
possible.

Membership in the Marin County School/
Law Enforcement Partnership, School to Ca-
reer Partnership, the Treasury Oversight Com-
mittee, and the Joint Legislative Advisory
Committee demonstrates Bill's commitment to
education on the community level. He has
been President of the Marin Association of Su-
perintendents and the Special Education Local
Plan Area Operational Steering Committee
and worked statewide on behalf of small
school districts and basic aid districts.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Levinson’s commitment to
education extends beyond his duties as a su-
perintendent. Talk to him and you understand
that he is all about the students. | am proud
to salute an educator who demonstrates the
passion we need to ensure that our nation’s
children will grow up to be the leaders of to-
MOrrow.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JESSICA
McKAY

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity and recognize Jessica
McKay, a senior at Fruita Monument High
School in Fruita, Colorado. A member of the
varsity golf team, Jessica has had a remark-
able spring season. Beginning with a thirteen
shot win at the season opening tournament at
Tiara Rado Golf Course, she has dominated
the Western Slope Tour. Jessica has dem-
onstrated remarkable poise and courage to
become the player she is today.

As a four-year varsity player on the Fruita
Monument team, Jessica has steadily im-
proved to become one of the top golfers in the
state. However, Jessica and her family were
struck with tragedy when, during her sopho-
more year, her younger brother Ricky was
killed in a car accident, and six months later
her father Tim died of a heart attack. Jessica
did not play golf for eight months, but feeling
guided by her departed loved ones, she re-
dedicated herself to the game. Last summer
she participated in a program that took her to
Rhode Island and Florida, and she competed
in a tournament in the Virgin Islands. Not only
is Jessica an excellent golfer, but she is also
an inspiration to her team and a natural lead-
er.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
the achievements of Jessica McKay before
this body of Congress and this nation. Her
dedication and perseverance in spite of obsta-
cles is truly moving. | wish her all the best in
her future endeavors.
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RECOGNIZING MRS. MARTHA
MARTINA THERESA DE LA ROSA
RIOS

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | stand today to
recognize the numerous contributions of Mar-
tha Martina Theresa De La Rosa Rios, who is
being honored with the Mexican Mother of the
Year Award by the Mexican Mother of the
Year Association.

Born on January 10, 1933, in Los Angeles,
California, Mrs. Rios graduated from Sacred
Heart of Jesus High School and married her
high school sweetheart, Jesus Melendrez Rios
in 1953, with whom she recently celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary. A mother of
five, Martha Rios has always prioritized the
happiness and well-being of her children and
family above all else. She made sure that her
children had beautiful birthday cakes and pre-
sents on the holidays even though their finan-
cial resources were tight. It comes as no sur-
prise to all those who know her—Martha Rios
exemplifies a giving and dedicated mother
whose love for her children sees no bound-
aries.

Martha Rios not only devotes herself to her
family, but also generously gives her time and
energy to her community as well. As a first
step in her goal to help others, Mrs. Rios en-
rolled in Rio Hondo College in her forties and
balanced taking care of her family and study-
ing to become a Registered Nurse. After at-
taining her degree, she worked in the Emer-
gency Room at the Beverly Hospital in
Montebello, California, where she spent many
hours trying to relieve patients’ distress.

Mrs. Rios also worked as a nurse for
AltaMed, and eventually became a social
worker for the elderly in the community. With
a strong sense of social duty, she often gave
her patients small gifts or food out of her own
pocket. Cherished and respected by all those
around her, Mrs. Rios relentlessly strives to
make her community a happier, healthier and
safer place for all. Her devotion to her family,
work, and her commitment to others has
earned her the love and praise of countless
people who have received her comfort, advice
and support.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask my col-
leagues to join me in saluting Mrs. Martha
Martina Theresa De La Rosa Rios for her self-
less and extraordinary dedication to her family
and our community. | am happy to know that
there are mothers like Mrs. Rios who will
serve as role models for future generations of
Mexican-American families, and | am honored
to recognize her today.

———

EXPRESSING CONCERN OF CON-
GRESS OVER IRAN’'S DEVELOP-
MENT OF MEANS TO PRODUCE
NUCLEAR WEAPONS

SPEECH OF

FORTNEY “PETE” STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 5, 2004

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, Iran’s deceptions
about its nuclear weapons program are rightly
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condemned. The United States ought to use
the tools at our disposal—both political and
economic—to demand an end to their egre-
gious policies.

However, this resolution calls for the U.S. to
use “all appropriate means to deter, dissuade,
and prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weap-
ons.” As long as President Bush is in office,
| can no longer trust that our foreign policy will
be carried out using “appropriate means.”
This President is no longer deserving of our
trust.

That's why | am forced to vote present on
this resolution. | simply don'’t trust that Presi-
dent Bush won’t misinterpret Congressional in-
tent and attempt to use this resolution in ways
Congress never intended.

The pre-emptive quagmire in Iraq in which
we now find ourselves was started under the
pretense of deterring and preventing weapons
of mass destruction. In fact, President Bush
used past declarations of Congress meant
merely to reprimand Iraq to justify full-blown
war against that regime.

Mr. Speaker, the Bush foreign policy of pre-
emptive war, threats, and isolation has made
the world a far more dangerous place. | want
no part of this neoconservative agenda.

—————

TRIBUTE TO ERNEST KOLB,
MAYOR OF OAK LAWN, COOK
COUNTY, IL

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the memory of a remarkable
civic leader from the Third District of lllinois,
Mayor Ernest F. Kolb. Throughout his career,
Mayor Kolb was an incredible visionary for the
Village of Oak Lawn.

Mayor Ernie was a strong, energetic leader,
and over the years he became a dear friend
of mine. The people of Oak Lawn thought the
world of him, for he was a man of true char-
acter and integrity. Mayor Ernie passed away
in June of 2003, yet he will live on in our
hearts and always be remembered by the
people of Oak Lawn.

Mayor Ernie served the Village of Oak Lawn
since 1955, and as mayor for the past twenty
six years. He dedicated his life to the village,
at all times envisioning routes to build a better
community. Mayor Ernie greatly impacted the
growth and prosperity of the village by seeing
to the construction of a new village hall, police
station, and fire station. Mayor Ernie continu-
ously recruited new businesses, worked to
beautify the community, and overall improved
the quality of life.

On April 24, 2004, the Ridgeland School
District honored this great man by dedicating
the Ernest F. Kolb Elementary School in his
name. During financial hardship for the State
of lllinois, the district was forced to close down
several schools. Mayor Ernie went far beyond
the call of duty to ensure that the Dearborn
Heights Elementary School kept the doors
open to their students. Today, the newly ren-
ovated Dearborn Heights will possess the
name and spirit of Ernest F. Kolb. The Village
of Oak Lawn will continue to share in his pas-
sion for education. The future of our commu-
nities rest in the children of our schools and it
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was the goal of Mayor Ernie to make sure the
students believed in their potential.

Mr. Speaker, | am certain that Ernie Kolb’s
enthusiasm for education, community strength,
and civic leadership will forever linger in the
minds of the people of Oak Lawn.

————

RECOGNITION OF LANCE COR-
PORAL TORREY STOFFEL-GRAY

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life of Torrey Stoffel-Gray, who
was recently killed in action in Iraq.

Lance Cpl. Torrey Stoffel-Gray was a 19-
year-old Marine from Patoka, lllinois. Patoka is
a rural town in my district with a population
around 630. At 16 he left Patoka to enter Lin-
coln Challenge, a military-style alternative
school at Rantoul, lll. Many friends and family
say that Lincoln Challenge changed his life
and helped him find his way. This young man
was recently killed in action in Irag when his
convoy was struck by rocket-propelled gre-
nades and gunfire in the Al Anbar Province.
My condolences go out to his family and
friends.

Lance Cpl. Stoffel-Gray is survived by his
mother, Mary Stoffel, his stepfather Jerry
Stoffel and his three brothers, Brandon, Rus-
sell, and Blake. Lance Cpl. Stoffel-Gray was
awarded the Purple Heart, which was pre-
sented to his mother at the time of his burial.
Not enough can be said about Lance Cpl.
Stoffel-Gray and the rest of our brave men
and women serving in Iraq. These soldiers are
risking their lives everyday to ensure our free-
dom here at home and to others throughout
the world. | salute him and my best wishes go
out to his family and all the troops fighting to
ensure freedom and democracy.

———

RECOGNIZING VALUABLE CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF MILITARY IM-
PACTED SCHOOLS, TEACHERS,
ADMINISTRATION, AND STAFF
FOR THEIR ONGOING CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO EDUCATION OF MILI-
TARY CHILDREN

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 4, 2004

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| am here to recognize the valuable contribu-
tions of military impacted schools and their
contributions to the education of military chil-
dren. There are approximately 750,000
school-aged children of members of the active
duty Armed Forces in the United States.
650,000 of these military have been children
served in public schools across the United
States.

Approximately 100,500 military children
have been served in Department of Defense
Education Activity schools in the United States
and overseas.

Schools serving military installations stress
the importance of being aware of what is hap-
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pening in the world and the impact of world
events on the lives of military families and can
provide students a sense of safety and reas-
surance.

Schools serving military installations under-
stand the importance of providing a normal
environment and regular routine for children of
parents in the military before learning can ever
take place and can offer increased counseling
for military children due to the deployment of
family members.

These schools serve students whose par-
ents can be deployed for long periods of time
and often with short notice. The teachers are
trained to work with military children and their
classmates when there is a service-related in-
cident or death.

| am pleased to be joined by my colleagues
to recognize the contributions of the teachers,
administration, and staff of Military Impacted
Schools and the Department of Defense Edu-
cation Activity schools world-wide. Also, | com-
mend the teachers in military impacted com-
munities who work on the front lines at home
to educate students during times of peace and
times of conflict.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO KAY
HAYASHI

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that | rise to pay tribute to the life
and memory of Kay Hayashi, of Grand Junc-
tion, Colorado, who passed away recently at
the age of eighty-five. Kay’s extensive involve-
ment with Club 20 has done much for the peo-
ple in my district and for the State of Colo-
rado. As her family and community mourn her
passing, | believe it is appropriate to recognize
the life of this exceptional woman, and her
many contributions to her community and
state.

Kay had been an active member of Club 20
since its founding in 1953, an organization
dedicated to representing the people of the
Western Slope at all levels of government.
Kay was one of the first members awarded
Emeritus status to acknowledge her years of
commitment to the organization. During her
years of service, Kay served as Treasurer,
and was a member of both the Board of Direc-
tors and Executive Committee.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to rise before
this body of Congress and this nation to rec-
ognize the life of Kay Hayashi. She dedicated
her life toward the betterment of her commu-
nity, state and nation, and she will be greatly
missed. My thoughts are with her loved ones
during this difficult time of bereavement.

—

STATEMENT ON IRAN AND SMART
SECURITY

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 6, 2004

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
condemn Iran’s continued pursuit of nuclear
weapons and its failure to disclose nuclear en-
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richment projects to the international atomic
energy agency. Surely the United States must
utilize its influence as the world’s largest de-
mocracy to encourage countries that have
signed the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty—
like Iran—to forego the pursuit of new nuclear
weapons. However, there is a right way and
there is a wrong way to register our influence
in situations like this.

In October of last year, the foreign ministers
of France, Germany, and the United Kingdom
met in Tehran to negotiate the possibility of
IAEA inspections of Iran’s nuclear sites. Iran
agreed to this deal. In the months since the
Tehran summit, inspectors have found several
sites that seem to have some connection to
the production of nuclear materials. That
means the inspections have been at the very
least reasonably successful.

Today Congress voted on H. Con. Res.
398, a resolution condemning Iran’s nuclear
activities. This resolution demands that Iran
immediately cease all efforts to acquire nu-
clear enrichment activities and calls for the
country to honor its stated commitments to
grant IAEA inspectors unrestricted access to
nuclear sites. But the resolution also calls
upon all state parties to the Nuclear Non-
proliferation  Treaty—including the United
States—to use “all appropriate means to
deter, dissuade, and prevent Iran from acquir-
ing nuclear weapons.”

Doesn’t anyone remember the last time we
provided someone with the authority to use all
means “necessary and appropriate?” In case
you've forgotten, let me remind you: When we
granted President Bush the authority to use all
means ‘“necessary and appropriate,” he lead
us into a devastating conflict in Irag, one
which has already cost the lives of over 740
Americans and thousands of unarmed, inno-
cent Iragi civilians. Supporting another resolu-
tion that promotes the use of “all appropriate
means” is like giving your kid the keys to the
car after he’s already wrecked it once. Even if
this bill doesn’t authorize the use of force
against Iran, codifying the language of pre-
emptive war is a dangerously slippery slope to
tread.

We need to stop the spread of weapons of
mass destruction, and keeping the American
people safe must be our highest priority. But
we must avoid equating our security with ag-
gression and military force. There has to be a
better way, and there is. One that emphasizes
brains instead of brawn. One that is consistent
with American values. | have introduced legis-
lation to create a SMART Security Platform for
the 21st Century. SMART stands for “Sen-
sible, Multilateral American Response to Ter-
rorism” and it calls for aggressive diplomacy,
a commitment to nuclear nonproliferation,
strong regional security arrangements and vig-
orous inspection regimes.

SMART security advocates maintaining our
commitment to existing international treaties,
like the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, the Biologi-
cal Weapons Convention, and the Chemical
Weapons Convention. SMART Security pro-
motes adequately funding programs like the
Cooperative Threat Reduction Program, which
works with the Russian Federation and the
states of the former Soviet Union to dismantle
nuclear warheads, reduce nuclear stockpiles,
and secure nuclear weapons in Russia. And
we must replicate this type of program in other
troubled regions, like Iran, because in the long
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run, negotiating with other countries will keep
us much safer than scaring them into submis-
sion.

The Bush doctrine has been tried, and it
has failed. It's time for a new national security
strategy. SMART Security defends America by
relying on the very best of America—our com-
mitment to peace and freedom, our compas-
sion for the people of the world, and our ca-
pacity for multilateral leadership. SMART Se-
curity is tough, pragmatic and patriotic.
SMART Security is smart, and it will keep
America safe.

HONORING REBECCA GALLOWAY

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Ms. Rebecca Galloway for win-
ning the Reading Is Fundamental National
Poster Contest. In this back-to-school reading-
motivation contest, Rebecca competed with
more than 500 other entries nationwide. The
poster she created, depicting a child reading a
book with the sun, earth and stars in the back-
ground, took the top honors in this contest.

Ms. Galloway is a 10-year-old student from
Warwick, Rhode Island. She is in the 5th
grade at the Warwick Neck Elementary
School. Rebecca enjoys reading in bed with
her mother at night and they are both fans of
the Nancy Drew Mystery series. Rebecca and
her family understand how important reading
is for children and they take advantage of the
opportunities that books create for them daily.
Rebecca hopes her poster will encourage
other children to take advantage of these
same opportunities.

Reading Is Fundamental (RIF) is a nation-
wide non-profit group that aims to ensure that
all children have access to free books. RIF en-
courages children, especially those most at-
risk, to take home and keep the books they
distribute. In partnership with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education and Nestlé, RIF distributed
16.5 million new books in 2003 to children
throughout the country. RIF also supports var-
ious programs to encourage reading, such as
the poster contest.

Ms. Galloway will receive a gift certificate to
purchase books, a laptop computer, a basket
of Nestlé products, and a $1000 U.S. Savings
Bond for winning the poster contest. She will
also attend a special awards ceremony and
her school will receive funds to purchase
books for their library. In this day and age with
so many forms of media competing for our
children’s attention, it is important that we en-
courage them to turn toward the infinite possi-
bilities offered by books. Once again, | con-
gratulate Rebecca Galloway for her award-
winning poster and thank the Reading Is Fun-
damental organization for the work they do for
the young minds of America.
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TRIBUTE TO WITTENBERG UNI-

VERSITY PRESIDENT  BAIRD
TIPSON
HON. DAVID L. HOBSON
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Wittenberg University President
Baird Tipson for his 9 years of dedicated serv-
ice to the students and faculty of the univer-
sity, and the community of Springfield, OH.

On July 1, President Tipson will be leaving
his post as president for a new opportunity to
serve as the 26th president of Washington
College in Chestertown, MD.

During his tenure at Wittenberg, President
Tipson has been a leader in promoting the
highest standards of excellence in higher edu-
cation. In particular, he has led the university’s
efforts to provide a state-of-the-art learning en-
vironment for students.

In recent years, | have had the privilege of
working with President Tipson to complete
Wittenberg’s most ambitious capital improve-
ment to date, and the most significant im-
provement to the university’s science facilities
since the original construction of the Science
Hall in 1965. | am of course referring to the
Barbara Deer Kuss Center.

President Tipson and | worked together to
complete this innovative science education
center that provides Wittenberg students and
faculty with a safe environment to perform
their scientific research as part of the science
education curriculum.

Over the years, President Tipson has also
served as a leader in the Springfield commu-
nity. He served as the president of the Spring-
field Symphony Orchestra Board and as a
member of the Chamber of Commerce Board.
In addition, he has served on the boards of
the Community Leadership Academy and Aid
for College Opportunities (ACO), and as a
member of the Springfield City Schools Busi-
ness Advisory Council.

| have lived in Springfield for most of my
adult life and have seen Wittenberg University
grow into one of the best liberal arts univer-
sities in Ohio. | have greatly enjoyed rep-
resenting and working with the university over
the years. And, a highlight of that time has
been my working partnership with President
Tipson.

As the Member of Congress who represents
Springfield and Wittenberg University in the
U.S. House of Representatives, | am proud of
the achievements and curriculum enhance-
ments made under the steady leadership of
President Tipson.

In closing, | would like to express my best
regards to President Tipson and his wife,
Sarah, as they embark on this new endeavor.

————

INTRODUCING THE VIDEO DE-
SCRIPTION RESTORATION ACT
OF 2004

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to intro-
duce the “Video Description Restoration Act of
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2004.” Mr. Speaker, the language in this bill is
identical to provisions in Section 9 of Senate
bill S. 1264, sponsored by Senators JOHN
MCCAIN and FRITZ HOLLINGS. Mr. Speaker, we
have a long history in telecommunications pol-
icy of trying to ensure that the benefits of tech-
nology reach all segments of American soci-
ety. Our policies, enacted by Congress and
implemented by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC), have sought to further the
three principal goals of telecommunications
policy, namely, universal service, diversity,
and localism—even as such policy objectives
are buffeted by rapid technological change
and competition.

For instance, in the late 1980s, the Tele-
communications Subcommittee enacted legis-
lation to include a decoder chip in all tele-
visions to ensure that the deaf and hard-of-
hearing community had affordable access to
closed captioning. While the industry opposed
such efforts as being too costly, with exagger-
ated claims of how much the price of tele-
visions would rise as a result of this mandate,
the technology cost was minimal and now
turns out to be about a dollar a set. The
FCC’s video description rules were designed
to similarly serve a community, in this case
the blind community, in a modest effort to en-
sure that television was available to that com-
munity. Video description is the insertion of
narration about the visual setting and back-
ground when that information is not already in-
cluded in the audio portion of the program.
Because television is a mainstay for informa-
tion, news, and family-oriented viewing in the
home, it is important that steps are taken, in
furtherance of longstanding universal service
goals, to reach the blind community.

This bill would restore the video program-
ming rules. Recently the DC Circuit Court of
Appeals invalidated the rules, alleging that the
Commission did not have sufficient authority to
promulgate such rules. Passage of this legisla-
tion would remove any ambiguity. | believe
Congress ought to give the Commission clear
guidance that such rules should be reinstated
in a way that no court could question the in-
tent of Congress that the Commission should
have such authority. Moreover, by approving
such legislation, Congress can also establish
that such video description rules do not regu-
late content in violation of any Constitutional
protections. Broadcasters are free to air what-
ever content they wish over the course of a
week. The video description rules simply re-
quire that a modest portion of such speech be
made available to all listeners, including those
who cannot see. The regulations would not
stipulate which speech is acceptable, favored,
or otherwise and broadcasters can choose
which speech they wish to make available to
the blind community. In fact, rather than in-
fringing upon speech, the rules celebrate it,
essentially saying that such speech is so im-
portant, so valued, that more Americans de-
serve to be able to hear it over their public air-
waves, as broadcast by public licensees who
are required by law to serve the public inter-
est.

Mr. Speaker, | hope the House will move
legislation this year to re-instate these impor-
tant video description rules and look forward
to working with all of my colleagues on this
issue in the weeks and months ahead.
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RECOGNITION OF CORPORAL
FOREST JOSTES

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life of Corporal Forest Jostes
who recently was killed in action fighting for
freedom in Iraq.

Corporal Jostes was a 21-year-old from
Albion, lllinois who served as an Army Cor-
poral with the 1st Battalion, 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion from Ft. Hood, Texas. He was a 2000
graduate of Edwards County High School,
after which he joined the National Guard at
the age of 17. He had only been in Iraq for
about a week, when military personnel say his
Humvee was hit by a rocket-propelled gre-
nade, killing Jostes and the driver, in a suburb
of Baghdad.

Corporal Jostes is survived by his parents,
Von and Diane Ibbotson; a sister, Michelle
Lee Teeter; two brothers Benjamin L. Jostes
and Evan R. Ibbotson; and his grandparents,
John and Laura Ibbotson, Glen and Darlene
Kellison and Norman and Shirley Costley. |
am proud of the service this young man has
given to our country and the service he and
others are doing everyday. Not enough can be
said about Corporal Jostes and our other
brave men and women who are serving in
Irag. It is troops like him that are risking their
lives every day to ensure our freedom here at
home and to others throughout the rest of the
world. | salute him and my best wishes go out
to his family and all the troops fighting to en-
sure freedom and democracy.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO KAREN
OSBORN

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Karen
Osborn of Fruita, Colorado for her dedication
to the students of Fruita Monument High
School. In her position as activities secretary,
Karen has worked to improve the lives of the
community’s youth by helping to expand the
range of activities and the students’ ability to
participate in them.

Karen began her career in the school sys-
tem as a room mother at Shelledy Elementary,
and moved on to become attendance sec-
retary at Fruita Monument High School in
1985. The following year she moved over to
the athletics department as activities sec-
retary. Over her years in this position Karen
has seen many changes, from the introduction
of girls’ soccer, the change from typewriters to
computers, and the graduation of her own
three children. In addition to her extensive ad-
ministrative duties, Karen has taken on many
responsibilities above and beyond the duties
of her job, including coaching the cheerleading
squad and preparing food for various tour-
naments hosted by Fruita Monument.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to bring the
service of Karen Osborn to the attention of
this body of Congress and this nation. She
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has done much to enrich the lives of the stu-
dents at Fruita Monument High School, and |
sincerely thank her for her service.

———————

EXPRESSING SENSE OF CONGRESS
REGARDING ARBITRARY DETEN-
TION OF DR. WANG BINGZHANG

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 5, 2004

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H. Con. Res.
326 which calls for the release of Dr. Wang
Bingzhang by the Chinese government. |
would like to thank my distinguished colleague
from  California, Representative = GRACE
NAPOLITANO for bringing this important matter
to the floor. | stand in agreement with this res-
olution in which it states that the release of Dr.
Wang should a priority of United States for-
eign policy in relation to China.

Dr. Wang is a known pro-democracy advo-
cate, who has supported only peaceful means
to bring about change. The idea that the Chi-
nese government has arrested him in connec-
tion with their new anti-terrorism laws is ludi-
crous. There is no credible proof that Dr.
Wang is a terrorist or has planned any terrorist
activities. His only crime has been to be a
vocal critic of a government he believed to be
restrictive of personal freedoms. | cannot think
of a greater irony than the fact that Dr. Wang’s
arrest and detention is clear proof of the
charges he leveled against the Chinese gov-
ernment. Our nation would never allow a man
to be detained simply for holding an opposing
view. While we cannot tell other independent
nations how to govern themselves, and while
nations retain the right to make arrests and
protect their homeland, we still have a moral
imperative to speak out when nations take
egregious actions against innocent individuals.
It is clear that Dr. Wang is innocent and he is
being made to suffer simply because of his
political opinions. | state the fact again, that no
credible evidence has been presented to show
that Dr. Wang took part in any violent or ter-
roristic actions against the Chinese govern-
ment. His sentence of life in prison is undoubt-
edly harsh and unjustified. His currently dete-
riorating health condition means that this life
sentence is instead a death sentence. Again,
| stress that the Chinese government has the
right to run its justice system as it sees fit, but
this is truly an egregious case of miscarried
justice.

Dr. Wang is a permanent resident of the
United States and has lived here with his fam-
ily for many years. | can only imagine the
stress and anguish his family is feeling now,
not knowing the fate of their loved one. | con-
gratulate again the sponsors of this concurrent
resolution for bringing this case to light. We
must fight cases of miscarried justice abroad
the same way we would if they occurred here
in the United States. Otherwise we will set a
bad precedent for the proper use of the judi-
cial system and the means that governments
have to punish true criminals.
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CAMPAIGN FOR AFRICAN
AMERICAN ACHIEVEMENT DAY

HON. JULIA CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly rise to designate in Congress, May 8,
2004, as the “Campaign for African American
Achievement Day.” This special occasion has
been inspired by both the infinite potential of
our African American youth and the commit-
ment of the National Urban League.

The Campaign for African American
Achievement is a national program adminis-
tered by the Urban League. Out of 115 Urban
League affiliates across the country, 20 are
chosen to implement the program. | am proud
to represent one of the districts selected to
participate in this honorable campaign, the
great city of Indianapolis, IN.

Under the program’s goals, the Indianapolis
Urban League works to support the academic
achievement and challenges facing children in
Marion County, IN. The League hosts a yearly
educational summit for parents and students
as well as a college financial aid workshop. It
also organizes college tours, scholarship
essay contests and membership in the Na-
tional Achievers Society; a national honors so-
ciety for talented students of color who obtain
a GPA of 3.0 or higher.

On May 8th, the Indianapolis chapter will be
conducting its seventh induction ceremony for
the National Achievers Society (NAS). Honors
students participating in the induction cere-
mony and in other activities of the Campaign
for African-American Achievement, will qualify
to be considered for one of 40, four-year,
$10,000 scholarships to be awarded in the
spring of 2005.

| commend the National Urban League and
the affiliate Indianapolis Urban League chapter
for their continued commitment to the positive
development of our youth. | ask that you join
me in honoring both the organization and the
students by designating May 8th as the “Cam-
paign for African American Achievement Day.”

TRIBUTE TO MARY MCGRORY
HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Mary McGrory. Mary McGrory
was known for her strong opinions, which
were liberal without equivocation or apology.
But when | think of Mary, | will always remem-
ber her as a newspaper reporter, who gath-
ered facts the old-fashioned way: by watching
events and taking notes, staking out meetings
of congressional leadership to be the first to
get an interview, and relentlessly working the
phones.

When she received a press club award in
1998, Mary said, “l should confess that | al-
ways felt a little sorry for people who didn’t
work for newspapers.” We shared a deep love
of both politics and print journalism, and | think
her commitment to reporting is what set her
work apart from her peers. At a time when
commentators often try to substitute spin and
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second-hand analysis for the hard work of
original reporting, Mary stood out for offering
fresh insight backed up by her own interviews
and observations.

Over the course of more than 50 years in
Washington, Mary covered every major story
in American politics, from McCarthyism to the
Kennedy era to Vietham to Watergate to the
September 11 attacks. And because she
formed opinions based on her own reporting,
Mary didn’t have to try to tell anyone what to
think to be effective—she let us inside her
mind to see just how she worked through the
events. The result was far more powerful than
what passes for “analysis” among the talking
heads and pundits who now dominate political
journalism.

An early example was her work covering the
Army-McCarthy hearings for the Washington
Star in 1954, when she found the telling de-
tails to describe the investigation led by Sen-
ator Joseph McCarthy. “For eight days,” she
wrote, “the Army secretary has been having
his honesty questioned, his motives impugned
and his patriotism challenged. He has been
bullied, baited and patronized. He has been
treated like a stubborn and not very bright
child. Throughout his ordeal, moreover, he has
been subjected to the rather jostling familiarity
of Senator McCarthy, who calls him ‘Bob.””

Mary was a star attraction at my annual leg-
islative seminar, where she entertained and
educated my constituents with a lifetime of
stories about Washington and the political fig-
ures that have shaped the nation. She spoke
at the event in 1998, 1999 and 2001.

But even though Mary knew the leading fig-
ures on Capitol Hill—and watched generations
of congressional leaders come and go—she
was always more interested in writing about
the underdog, the long shot, or the worthy
cause that seemed to have no chance of suc-
cess. “If you want to abolish land mines, if you
want to reform campaign spending” or “if you
want to save children from abuse, or stupid
laws, or thickheaded judges, you have my
telephone number,” she once said. “All the
places of little hope, that's my constituency.”

| am proud to have been part of her con-
stituency, and when | look at the picture on
my desk of her with my son, Bobby, | will re-
member her deep sense of compassion.

As Bobby gets older, | will show him that
picture and tell him about what made Mary
one of the greats of her profession—her re-
markable commitment to everything that
makes newspaper reporting a noble calling.

HONORING THE WILZIG HOSPITAL
AT THE JERSEY CITY MEDICAL
CENTER

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Jersey City Medical Center on
the opening of the new Wilzig Hospital. The
extraordinary life of Mr. Siggi B. Wilzig will be
honored by Liberty Health on Thursday, May
6, 2004, at the Hyatt Regency on the Hudson
in Jersey City, New Jersey.
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The life of the late Mr. Wilzig is a story of
struggle and triumph. A survivor of the Ausch-
witz concentration camp, Mr. Wilzig came to
the United States in 1947. Starting out as a
bow tie presser, Mr. Wilzig’s tireless work
soon led to a position as a furniture salesman,
and from there to manager of the furniture
store. After wisely investing his earning in the
Wilshire Oil Company, Mr. Wilzig was elected
to their Board of Directors in 1965. He went
on to serve as President and Chief Executive
Officer. Rising from humble beginnings, Mr.
Wilzig is the personification of a self-made
man.

Under Mr. Wilzig’'s strong leadership, the
Wilshire Oil Company acquired a large per-
centage of the Trust Company of New Jersey.
In 1971, Mr. Wilzig was elected President,
Chief Executive Officer, and Chairman of the
Board. He served in that capacity until his
passing in 2003. Mr. Wilzig was also an ar-
dent community activist, serving on the Na-
tional Israel Bond Cabinet and the United
States Holocaust Memorial Council. For his
outstanding volunteer work, Mr. Wilzig re-
ceived the Prime Minister's Medal of the State
of Israel and the Ellis Island Medal of Honor.

Mr. Wilzig’s life of philanthropy and commu-
nity activism is being commemorated by nam-
ing the Wilzig Hospital at the Jersey City Med-
ical Center in his honor. The Wilzig Hospital
will bring to Jersey City modern amenities that
have become standard in hospitals, as well as
providing the tools necessary for the most up-
dated medical care. One such major techno-
logical advance is the new wireless telemetry
system, which allows physicians and nurses to
monitor every moment of a patient’s cardiac
activity from a computer.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring the life of Siggi B. Wilzig, a survivor,
a talented businessman, and a source of in-
spiration. His legacy will be forever remem-
bered with the opening of the new Wilzig Hos-
pital at the Jersey City Medical Center.

———

HONORING LAKE VIEW HIGH
SCHOOL

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Lake View High School for its out-
standing commitment to educating our com-
munity on the occasion of its 130th anniver-
sary celebration.

Lake View High School opened its doors on
May 4, 1874, with an enrollment of eight stu-
dents. A larger school was built after a fire de-
stroyed the main building in March of 1885.
After several more additions in the following
decades, the school now covers an entire
square block and is home to over 1,000 stu-
dents.

After opening its doors 130 years ago, Lake
View High School continues to advance its vi-
sion of motivating students toward excellence
and responsibility in learning. With these tools,
students are provided with a backbone of lit-
eracy and competence for later in life.

As the oldest high school in lllinois, Lake
View has set an example of educational excel-
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lence. Accepting students from throughout
Chicago, the school cultivates the growth of
accelerated learning opportunities through its
Scholars program and Academy Programs in
Math, International Languages, and Science
and Technology.

Lake View High School’s continuing record
of accomplishment is also due in no small part
to the vision of the administrators who have
guided the school through the years. Lake
View’s 13th principal, Mr. Scott Feaman, has
managed the school with distinction for the
past nine years. Lake View’s consistent record
of scholastic achievement is testimony to the
passion of both students and administrators.

| have had the honor of participating in sev-
eral events at Lake View High School, and |
have been consistently impressed with the
maturity and thoughtfulness its students pos-
sess. Lake View continues to do an excellent
job of grooming the leaders of tomorrow, and
| have no doubt that some of Lake View’s cur-
rent students will join Chicago Alderman Gene
Schulter, Reverend George Rice and screen
star Gloria Swanson in Lake View’s annals of
distinguished alumni.

Mr. Speaker, it gives me pleasure to join
with the people of the Ravenswood neighbor-
hood and all of Chicago in congratulating Lake
View High School on their 130th Anniversary,
and wish them continued growth and success
in the future.

———————

LOSS OF JOBS TO ILLEGAL
IMMIGRATION

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to remind my colleagues that our
constituents at home continue to struggle with
the loss of jobs to both cheap foreign labor;
where employers pay just a fraction of what is
paid here, and also provide no paid benefits of
any sort. They are losing jobs here at home to
illegal immigration.

lllegal immigration has risen to a staggering
rate. Nearly 1/2 million illegal aliens enter this
country every year. These law-breakers, are
taking the jobs that are held by and needed by
our citizens.

They also drain the much needed and lim-
ited social services that would normally go to
American citizens, who either themselves, or
their families came to this country legally.

No nation can consider itself a sovereign
nation if it cannot define where its borders
begin and where they end. And it certainly
cannot consider itself sovereign if it cannot de-
termine who is and is not allowed entry into
that nation. Without such control, a nation
loses its ability to protect the rights and lib-
erties of its people.

Our founding fathers were no less certain in
this respect, when Governor Morris stated at
the constitutional convention: “every Society,
from a great Nation down to a Club, had the
right of declaring conditions on which new
members should be admitted.” Congress
should be no less adamant. American citizens
are struggling for work. They should not be
the victims of a system that turns its back to
illegal immigration.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO CHARLES
LATHAM

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that | rise today to pay tribute to the
life and memory of Charles Latham of
DeBeque, Colorado, who passed away re-
cently at the age of sixty-two. Charles was a
lifelong Coloradan and rancher, and a beloved
friend and colleague to many in his DeBeque
community. As his family and community
mourn his passing, | believe it is appropriate
to recognize the life of this exceptional man,
and his many contributions to his community
and state.

Born in Grand Junction, Charles graduated
from DeBeque High School and attended
Mesa Junior College before beginning his ca-
reer as a rancher. An active member of the
community, Charles served on the DeBeque
School Board for seventeen years. His dedica-
tion to ranching in Colorado included member-
ship in the Colorado Cattlemen’s Association,
Bluestone Water Conservancy District Board,
Garfield County 4-H, and the 4-H steering
committee.

Mr. Speaker, we are all terribly saddened by
the loss of Charles Latham. He did much to
better his DeBeque community, and | am
deeply honored to bring his life to the attention
of this body of Congress and this nation. My
heart goes out to his family during this difficult
time of bereavement.

————

TRIBUTE TO EVELYN DUBROW ON
HER BIRTHDAY

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | want to invite
my colleagues to join me in paying tribute to
Ms. Evelyn Dubrow who is celebrating her
birthday today—May 6. | am too much of a
gentleman and Evy is too much of a lady for
me to tell you exactly which birthday this is.

Evy has been a force for good within the
American Labor movement for over sixty
years, and a good deal of that time she has
worked with the Congress. Her first four dec-
ades were with the International Ladies Gar-
ment Workers Union (ILGWU), where she
worked with its renowned president David
Dubinsky. For the last twenty years Evy has
been with that union in its new organizational
incarnation as UNITE (the Union of Needles
Trades, Industrial and Textile Employees). Evy
served as UNITE’s Vice President and Legis-
lative Director.

Mr. Speaker, Evy began her remarkable
work on Capitol Hill in 1956 when she was
one of the few women lobbyists in the halls of
the Congress. She distinguished herself as a
devoted and indefatigable champion of Amer-
ica’s working women and men. She enlisted
the support of then Senator John F. Kennedy
in her fight against efforts to outlaw secondary
boycotts, and she fought to increase the min-
imum wage to one dollar an hour.

Under the leadership of President Kennedy
and President Lyndon Johnson, when the
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Congress considered a series of critical bills
that transformed our nation in the 1960s, Evy
was a leader in the fight for civil rights and
voting rights, the establishment of Medicare,
pension protection, occupational safety and
health rules, and a number of other causes
that led to expanded social justice and eco-
nomic opportunity.

Evy is forthright and frank; she tells it like it
is. But she is honest in presenting her case.
Her word can always be trusted, and she will
do anything to promote one of her worthy
causes. And she has a remarkable under-
standing of the members of the House and the
Senate, knowledge which she is able to use
most effectively. In recognition of her achieve-
ments and accomplishments, Evy has been
awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom,
our nation’s highest civilian honor.

Mr. Speaker, as Evy marks another mile-
stone today, | invite my colleagues to join me
in extending our very dear friend best wishes
for a very Happy Birthday, and for many,
many more.

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH BIRTHDAY
OF SOUTHWEST GENERAL HOS-
PITAL

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the celebration of the 25th birth-
day of Southwest General Hospital in San An-
tonio, Texas.

In 1979 medical professionals and business-
men came together and realized the need for
a hospital to serve one of the city’s neediest
sectors. The result was Southwest General on
San Antonio’s southwest side. To this day,
Southwest General is the only hospital located
in this growing and changing quadrant of San
Antonio.

A 319-bed facility, Southwest General Hos-
pital offers all major hospital services including
Perinatal/Women’s Services, Psychiatric Serv-
ices, Diabetic Education, and a Diabetes
Wound Care Center. A recently completed
Emergency Waiting Room expands upon
those basic services and will allow the hospital
to better serve its emergency room patients
and their loved ones.

In addition to providing general medical
care, Southwest General Hospital serves as
an invaluable resource to the community. |
have worked with the hospital, the Alamo
Breast Cancer Foundation, the San Antonio
Metropolitan Health District, and the Texas
Department of Health to bring Breast Cancer
Awareness Day to the Southside. It is through
events like this that Southwest General Hos-
pital makes an impact on the health of the
people it serves.

I would like to specially recognize Richard
Gonzalez, CEO of Southwest General. Rich-
ard has worked tirelessly to ensure that each
patient receives care with the dignity and re-
spect they deserve when visiting Southwest
General. He has assembled a great team that
carries this message into every thing they do.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
this irreplaceable health care institution and
wishing Southwest General Hospital a very
happy birthday.
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IN SUPPORT OF THE NATIONAL
VISION STRATEGY

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the Congressional Vision Caucus, | rise
to recognize May as Healthy Vision Month,
and to discuss the important recommendations
of the Vision Problems Action Plan, A National
Public Health Strategy as a way to prevent
blindness and vision loss.

Good vision is critical to conducting activi-
ties of daily living, is important for language,
and affects developmental learning, commu-
nicating, working, health and quality of life.

Unfortunately, far too many people are at
risk for losing their eyesight. More than 80 mil-
lion Americans have a potentially blinding eye
disease, 3 million have low vision, 1.1 million
are legally blind, and an additional 200,000
are more severely visually impaired. Despite
the fact that half of all blindness can be pre-
vented, far too many people do not access the
care they need. If nothing is done, the number
of blind and visually impaired individuals will
double by 2030.

That is why awareness, early diagnosis and
prevention are so important. Healthy Vision
Month, a component of Healthy People 2010,
is a national eye health campaign to raise
awareness about the various conditions that
can affect eyesight and cause vision loss.

Additionally, a coalition of leading eye health
experts, including Prevent Blindness America,
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, Lighthouse International, and the Amer-
ican Academy of Ophthalmology, recently re-
leased the Vision Problems Action Plan, A Na-
tional Public Health Strategy, to provide our
nation with a framework for preventing vision
loss. This report can be accessed at http://
www.preventblindness.org/news/releases/Ac-
tion  Plan.html

This groundbreaking study recommends
that, in order to reduce the occurrence of vi-
sion loss and its accompanying disabilities,
our nation must concentrate our efforts on
three priority areas: prevention/public health,
access to care and treatment including reha-
bilitation, and research.

Our public health and prevention campaign
must ensure that vision programs at the Na-
tional Eye Institute (NEI) and Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC) have the
resources they need to improve communica-
tion and education campaigns, increase sur-
veillance, epidemiology and prevention re-
search; and implement appropriate programs,
policies and systems changes.

In order to ensure access to and availability
of treatment and rehabilitation services for in-
dividuals with vision loss, we must support
programs at the Centers for Medicaid and
Medicare Services (CMS) and the Department
of Health and Human Services (HHS) that re-
move barriers and improve access to eye
exams currently covered under Medicare,
such as diabetic eye exams and glaucoma de-
tection for high risk populations.

We must also strengthen the Medicare pro-
gram to advance coverage for Medicare vision
rehabilitation services as provided by orienta-
tion and mobility specialists, rehabilitation
teachers and low-vision therapists including in
patients homes and their environment.
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Finally, we must bolster our research efforts
to improve our understanding of the eye and
visual system in health and disease, as well
as developing the most appropriate and effec-
tive means of prevention, and access to treat-
ment and rehabilitation.

This report provides the roadmap we need
to raise awareness about vision loss, give indi-
viduals the tools they need to prevent it, and
give hope to the millions already suffering
from vision loss that better treatments for can
be found.

We would like to thank all of the organiza-
tions involved in crafting this report, including
the American Academy of Ophthalmology, the
American Optometric Association, the Centers
For Disease Control and Prevention, Light-
house International, the National Alliance For
Eye and Vision Research, the National Eye In-
stitute (NEI) and most importantly, Prevent
Blindness America. Prevent Blindness Amer-
ica should be commended for spearheading
this effort, for bringing together these various
groups, and for its almost century-long tradi-
tion of preventing vision loss.

————

TRIBUTE TO MR. BRADLEY
CHRISTIAN

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN

OF VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to an individual who, sur-
rounded by culture in his formative years, had
a vision to preserve an important aspect of the
Virgin Islands quality of life. Mr. Bradley Chris-
tian, along with Norma Christian and Claudia
Walker were the first officers of the St. Croix
Heritage Dancer, founded by Enrique Santos.

Mr. Christian has committed himself to pre-
serving our cultural dances for future genera-
tions so that they may have an awareness of
the rich culture to be found in the Virgin Is-
lands, specifically on St. Croix. These dances
are a combination of the influence of the
seven flags that flew over our island and the
ethnicities of the different people who have
lived here. They have evolved into a perform-
ance that is second to none, incorporating the
influences of the German and French quad-
rille.

Mr. Christian and the St. Croix Heritage
Dancers have performed all over the Carib-
bean and the United States, including being
featured during the Smithsonian Folklife Fes-
tival in 1990. The St. Croix Heritage Dancers
is celebrating their 23rd year anniversary with
a Hibiscus Ball on Saturday, May 22nd. King
Michael Dow and Queen Slyvia Stewart will
rule over this year's celebration. The 2004
honorees are Eldred “Edgie” Christian, Jr. and
Ernest “Prince Galloway” Galloway, Jr.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my family, staff
and the people of the United States Virgin Is-
lands, it is an honor for me to enter this tribute
to Mr. Bradley Christian into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DOUG BEREUTER

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, on May 5,
2004, due to official business, this Member
unavoidably missed rollcall vote number 146
on H. Res. 605 that recognizes the importance
of increasing autism awareness. Had this
Member been present, he would have voted
“aye.”

————

IMMIGRATION REFORM

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to urge that Congress make immigration
reform a top priority.

Our immigration system is critically flawed.
In fact, it's the Achilles’ Heel of America’s na-
tional security. We learned that hard reality on
September 11th and we're still paying for it
today, as foreign visitors and illegal immi-
grants alike move effortlessly across our bor-
ders.

Since 2001, Congress and the Bush Admin-
istration have made changes that have ad-
dressed some of the many systemic flaws in
the immigration process. But, a great deal re-
mains untackled on the road to ensuring
America’s safety.

We still have twelve to fifteen million immi-
grants living and working—illegally—on Amer-
ican soil. Fortunately, most are not security
threats and simply seek to improve their own
economic status by working for U.S. wages.
But, as we witnessed on 9/11, some are here
to do us harm either as terrorists, or, more
likely, by engaging in criminal activities. We
must continue to identify and expel those who
pose public safety threats.

Most immigrants are good people. However,
numbers matter, and simply put, we’re letting
too many people in, and we aren’t properly as-
similating the roughly 1.5 million new immi-
grants who come here annually. Many of them
are uneducated, unskilled, and speak no
English. This has real, adverse, impacts on
American life. Jobs are lost to cheap foreign
labor influx, schools are overcrowded, public
health care is strained by millions who lack
coverage, and urban sprawl and congestion
impacts the environment.

Mr. Speaker, Congress can no longer ignore
the immigration issue. We must reform current
policies to radically curtail illegal inflows. Our
colleague from South Carolina, Representative
GRESHAM BARRETT, has introduced com-
prehensive, much needed immigration reform
in H.R. 3522. | urge my colleagues to join me
in cosponsoring this important measure.
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COMMEMORATING PUBLIC
SERVICE RECOGNITION WEEK

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
mark the 20th annual Public Service Recogni-
tion Week. | am proud to be a co-chair of the
Congressional Public Service Caucus, proud
to have been a federal employee, and proud
to represent in Congress a large number of
my constituents who are federal employees.
These employees are a national asset who
perform hard work day after day with profes-
sionalism and dedication.

Federal employees are the backbone of our
government. They can be found working to
find cures for diseases at the National Institute
of Health, helping seniors with their Social Se-
curity benefits, representing our interests over-
seas in the State Department, serving as
stewards of parks in the National Park Serv-
ice, helping our country defend the homeland
at the Department of Defense and at the De-
partment of Homeland Security. These are but
a few examples of the many areas in which
federal employees are serving our country.

We must not forget those federal employees
who are risking their lives in the war against
terrorism. The first combat death in Afghani-
stan in the wake of September 11 was CIA of-
ficer Johnny Micheal Spann, one of my con-
stituents. And today, federal employees can
be found throughout the globe fighting the war
against terrorism in many different ways.

The sacrifice and hard work of our federal
employees, whether abroad or at home,
should never be forgotten. Federal employees
deserve a proper pay raise—which is why |
have been pleased to support pay parity for
our federal employees since | have been in
Congress.

They deserve adequate health care—which
is why | have supported legislation to make
sure federal employees get the health benefits
they need.

And retired federal employees must not be
forgotten—which is why | have supported leg-
islation to aid federal employees in their retire-
ment. Federal employees deserve to be hon-
ored during Public Service Recognition Week.
But we must always remember the hard work
they do for our country throughout the year.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MR. ANGELO DEL
ROSSI

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a cultural innovator in my district,
Mr. Angelo Del Rossi, President Emeritus of
Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn, NJ. This
week, the Paper Mill Playhouse will host their
2004 Paper Mill Gala as a tribute to Mr. Del
Rossi’s lifelong love of theatre.

Mr. Del Rossi is a native of New Jersey,
who attended Rutgers University and grad-
uated from the Neighborhood Playhouse
School in New York.

Mr. Del Rossi joined Paper Mill Playhouse
in 1963. He became Paper Mill's Associate
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Producer in 1965, and was appointed Execu-
tive Producer in 1975.

After much of the theatre was destroyed in
a fire in 1980, his commitment did not waver,
and he became the driving force behind the
rebuilding efforts.

Under Mr. Del Rossi’s leadership, Paper Mill
has continued to flourish as a cultural center
in my district, creating original works, hosting
national and international productions, and
nurturing young artists into stars of the stage.
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No stranger to accolade, Angelo Del Rossi
was honored in 1983 with a special resolution
from the floor of the New Jersey State Senate.
He has, on multiple occasions, been given the
distinction of “Outstanding New Jerseyan” by
our state’s newspaper, The Star-Ledger, and
has been named one of the 25 most influential
people in the New Jersey arts community.

He is a founding member of the National Al-
liance for Musical Theatre and has served as
President of the Council of Stock Theaters. He
is a Board member of ArtPride/New Jersey
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and the New Jersey Theatre Alliance. He has
also served on the panel of the opera-musical
theatre program of the National Endowment
for the Arts, as well as on its policy and plan-
ning committee.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in extending
my thanks to my neighbor, Mr. Angelo Del
Rossi, for his contributions to the cultural life
of our community, and | invite my colleagues
to join me in sending him our congratulations
for having brought such positive recognition to
the city of Millburn.
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages $5029-55050

Measures Introduced: One bill was introduced, as
follows: S. 2394. Page S5043

Measures Passed:

Northern Uganda Crisis Response Act: Senate
passed S. 2264, to require a report on the conflict
in Uganda. Pages S5047-48

Celebrating South Africa Majority Rule: Senate
agreed to S. Con. Res. 100, celebrating 10 years of
majority rule in the Republic of South Africa and
recognizing the momentous social and economic
achievements of South Africa since the institution of
democracy in that country. Page S5048

Rwandan Genocide: Senate agreed to S. Res.
332, observing the tenth anniversary of the Rwandan
Genocide of 1994. Pages S5048-49

Global Anti-Semitism Review Act: Senate passed
S. 2292, to require a report on acts of anti-Semitism
around the world, after agreeing to the committee
amendments. Pages S5049-50

Jumpstart Our Business Strength (JOBS) Act:
Senate resumed consideration of S. 1637, to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to comply with
the World Trade Organization rulings on the FSC/
ETI benefit in a manner that preserves jobs and pro-
duction activities in the United States, to reform and
simplify the international taxation rules of the
United States, taking action on the following
amendment proposed thereto: Pages S5044-47

Pending:

Cantwell/Voinovich Amendment No. 3114, to ex-
tend the Temporary Extended Unemployment Com-
pensation Act of 2002. Page S5045

During consideration of this measure today, the
Senate also took the following action:

A motion was entered to close further debate on
the bill and, in accordance with the provisions of
Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the Senate, a
vote on cloture will occur on Tuesday, May 11,
2004. Page S5045

Senate may resume consideration of the bill on

Monday, May 10, 2004.
Measures Placed on Calendar: Page S5043
Additional Cosponsors: Page S5043

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:

Page S5044
Additional Statements: Page S5043
Authority for Committees to Meet: Page S5044

Adjournment: Senate convened at 9:30 a.m., and
adjourned at 12:16 p.m., until 2 p.m., on Monday,
May 10, 2004. (For Senate’s program, see the re-
marks of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on
page S5050.)

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

IRAQI PRISONERS

Committee on Armed Services: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine allegations of mistreatment of
Iraqi prisoners, after receiving testimony from Don-
ald H. Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense; Stephen A.
Cambone, Under Secretary of Defense for Intel-
ligence; General Richard B. Myers, USAF, Chair-
man, Joint Chiefs of Staff; Les Brownlee, Acting Sec-
retary of the Army; General Peter J. Schoomaker,
USA, Chief of Staff of the Army; and Lieutenant
General Lance L. Smith, USAF, Deputy Commander,
U.S. Central Command.
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House of Representatives

Chamber Action

The House was not in session today. It will meet
at 12 noon on Monday, May 10 in pro forma ses-
sion, and at 12:30 p.m., on Tuesday, May 11 for
Morning Hour debate.

Committee Meetings

TREATMENT OF PRISONERS IN IRAQ

Committee on Armed Services: Held a hearing on the
ongoing investigation into the abuse of prisoners
within the Central Command area of responsibility.
Testimony was heard from the following officials of
the Department of Defense: Donald H. Rumsfeld,
Secretary; GEN Richard B. Myers, USAF, Chairman,
Joints Chiefs of Staff, Les Brownlee, Acting Sec-
retary, Army; GEN Peter J. Schoomaker, USA, Chief
of Staff, Army; and LTG Lance L. Smith, USAF,
Deputy Commander, Central Command.

Joint Meetings

EMPLOYMENT SITUATION

Joint Economic Committee: Committee concluded hear-
ings to examine the employment-unemployment sit-
uation for April 2004, focusing on economic growth,
business activity in the manufacturing and service
industries, the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), job
creation and loss, after receiving testimony from
Kathleen P. Utgoft, Commissioner, Bureau of Labor
Statistics, Department of Labor.

R —

NEW PUBLIC LAWS

(For last listing of Public Laws, see DAILY DIGEST, p. D437)

S. 1904, to designate the United States courthouse
located at 400 North Miami Avenue in Miami, Flor-
ida, as the “Wilkie D. Ferguson, Jr. United States
Courthouse”. Signed on May 7, 2004. (Public Law
108-225)

S. 2022, to designate the Federal building located
at 250 West Cherry Street in Carbondale, Illinois
the “Senator Paul Simon Federal Building”. Signed
on May 7, 2004. (Public Law 108-226)

S. 2043, to designate a Federal building in Har-
risburg, Pennsylvania, as the “Ronald Reagan Fed-
eral Building”. Signed on May 7, 2004. (Public Law
108-227)

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRAM AHEAD
Week of May 10 through May 15, 2004

Senate Chamber

On Monday, at 2 p.m., Senate may resume consid-
eration of S. 1637, Jumpstart Our Business Strength
(JOBS) Act, and may consider an Iraqi prisoner reso-
lution, with an expected rollcall vote on the resolu-
tion to occur at approximately 5:30 p.m.

On Tuesday, Senate will continue consideration of
S. 1637, Jumpstart Our Business Strength (JOBS)
Act, with a vote on the motion to invoke cloture to
occur thereon.

During the balance of the week, Senate may con-
sider any other cleared legislative and executive busi-
ness.

Senate Committees

(Committee meetings arve open unless otherwise indicated)

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry: May 11,
Subcommittee on Forestry, Conservation, and Rural Revi-
talization, to hold hearings to examine conservation pro-
grams of the 2002 Farm bill, 10 a.m., SD-628.

May 13, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
Commodity Futures Trading Commission regulatory
issues, 10 a.m., SD-106.

Committee on Appropriations: May 12, Subcommittee on
Defense, to hold hearings to examine proposed budget es-
timates for fiscal year 2005 for the Department of De-
fense, 10 a.m., SD-192.

Committee on Armed Services: May 13, Subcommittee on
Readiness and Management Support, to hold hearings to
examine acquisition policy issues in review of the Defense
Authorization Request for fiscal year 2005, 2:30 p.m.,
SR-222.

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: May
11, to hold hearings to examine aviation security, 9:30
a.m., SR-253.

May 11, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
smoking in the movies, 2:30 p.m., SR-253.

May 12, Full Committee, to hold hearings to conduct
a telecommunications policy review, focusing on a view
from the industry, 9:30 a.m., SR-253.

May 13, Subcommittee on Science, Technology, and
Space, to hold hearings to examine social science data on
the impact of marriage and divorce on children, 2:30
p-m., SR-253.

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: May 11, to
hold hearings to examine the impacts and costs of last
year’s fires, focusing on the problems faced last year and
what problems agencies and the land they oversee may
face next season, including aerial fire fighting assets and
crew, and overhead availability, 10 a.m., SD-366.

Committee on Environment and Public Works: May 12, to
hold hearings to examine the environmental regulatory
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framework affecting oil refining and gasoline policy, 9:30
a.m., SD—406.

Committee on Foreign Relations: May 11, to hold hearings
to examine the deadly intersection of AIDS and hunger,
10 a.m., SD-419.

May 12, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
continuing challenges in Afghanistan, 9:30 a.m.,
SD-419.

May 13, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
combating corruption in the multilateral development
banks, 9:30 a.m., SD—419.

Committee on Governmental Affairs: May 11, to hold
hearings to examine tax payer dollars subsidizing diploma
mills, 10 a.m., SH-216.

May 12, Full Committee, to continue hearings to ex-
amine tax payer dollars subsidizing diploma mills, 10
a.m., SD—342.

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: May
11, Subcommittee on Aging, to hold hearings to examine
breakthroughs in Alzheimer’s research, 10 a.m., SD-430.

May 13, Subcommittee on Children and Families, to
hold hearings to examine causes, research and prevention
of premature births, 10 a.m., SD-430.

Committee on Indian Affairs: May 12, to hold hearings
to examine S. 1715, to amend the Indian Self-Determina-
tion and Education Assistance Act to provide further self-
governance by Indian tribes, 10 a.m., SR—485.

Committee on the Judiciary: May 11, Subcommittee on
Terrorism, Technology and Homeland Security, to hold
hearings to examine rapid bio-terrorism detection and re-
sponse, 10 a.m., SD-226.

May 12, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
S. 2013, to amend section 119 of title 17, United States
Code, to extend satellite home viewer provisions, 10 a.m.,
SD-226.

May 13, Subcommittee on Constitution, Civil Rights
and Property Rights, business meeting to consider S.J.
Res. 23, proposing an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States providing for the event that one-fourth
of the members of either the House of Representatives or
the Senate are killed or incapacitated, 9:30 a.m., SD-226.

Select Committee on Intelligence: May 11, closed business
meeting to consider certain intelligence matters, 2:30
p-m., SH-219.

House Committees

Committee on Appropriations, May 12, Subcommittee on
Legislative, on Library of Congress; Architect of the Cap-
itol; and Capitol Visitor Center, 1 p.m., H-140 Capitol.

May 12, Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury
and Independent Agencies, on Election Assistance Com-
mission, 10 a.m., 2358 Rayburn.

May 13, Subcommittee on Foreign Operations, Export
Financing and Related Programs, on Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation, 10 a.m., 2359 Rayburn.

Committee on Education and the Workforce, May 12, hear-
ing on H.R. 4283, College Access and Opportunity Act,
10:30 a.m., 2175 Rayburn.

May 13, Subcommittee on Workforce Protections,
hearing entitled “Examining the Federal Employees’
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Compensation Act and Its Benefits for Workers,” 1 p.m.,
2175 Rayburn.

Committee on Energy and Commerce, May 11, Sub-
committee on Health, hearing H.R. 3266, Faster and
Smarter Funding for First Responders Act of 2004, 2:30
p.m., 2123 Rayburn.

May 11, Subcommittee on Oversight and Investiga-
tions, hearing entitled “DOE Nuclear Security: What are
the Challenges, and What’s Next?” 2 p.m., 2322 Ray-
burn.

May 12, Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Con-
sumer Protection, hearing on H.R. 107, Digital Media
Consumers’ Rights Act of 2003, 10 a.m., 2123 Rayburn.

May 12, Subcommittee on Oversight and Investiga-
tions, hearing entitled “NIH Ethics Concerns: Consulting
Arrangements and Outside Awards,” 10 a.m., 2322 Ray-
burn.

Committee on Financial Services, May 12, Subcommittee
on Financial Institutions and Consumer Credit, hearing
entitled “Cutting Through the Red Tape: Regulatory Re-
lief for America’'s Community-Based Banks,” 10 a.m.,
2128 Rayburn.

May 13, full Committee, hearing entitled “The US-EU
Regulatory Dialogue and Its Future,” 10 a.m., 2128 Ray-
burn.

Committee on Government Reform, May 11, Subcommittee
on Criminal Justice, Drug Policy and Human Resources,
hearing entitled “Terrorist Financing and Money Laun-
dering Investigations: Who Investigates and How Effec-
tive Are They?” 10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn.

May 11, Subcommittee on National Security, Emerg-
ing Threats and International Relations hearing entitled
“Combating Terrorism: Training and Equipping Reserve
Component Forces,” 1 p.m., 2154 Rayburn.

May 12, full Committee, to consider the following:
Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act of 2004;
H.R. 2432, Paperwork and Regulatory Improvements Act
of 2003; H.R. 4302, District of Columbia Civil Commit-
ment Modernization Act of 2004; and H. Res. 612, Rec-
ognizing and honoring the firefighters, police, public
servants, civilians, and private businesses who responded
to the devastating fire in Richmond, Virginia, on March
26, 2004, 10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn.

May 12, Subcommittee on Human Rights and
Wellness, hearing entitled “Decades of Terror: Exploring
Human Rights Abuses in Kashmir and the Disputed Ter-
ritories,” 10 a.m., 2247 Rayburn.

May 12, Subcommittee on Technology, Information
Policy, Intergovernmental Relations and the Census, hear-
ing entitled “The Science of Voting Machine Technology:
Accuracy, Reliability, and Security,” 2 p.m., 2247 Ray-
burn.

May 13, full Committee, hearing entitled ‘“Harnessing
Science: Advancing Care by Accelerating the Rate of Can-
cer Clinical Trial Participation,” 10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn.

Committee on International Relations, May 11, hearing on
Current Issues in World Hunger, 2 p.m., 2172 Rayburn.

May 11, Subcommittee on Africa, hearing on The Afri-
can Growth and Opportunity Act: Building Trade Capac-
ity, 4 p.m., 2172 Rayburn.
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May 12, full Committee, hearing on The United Na-
tions Convention on the Law of the Sea, 10:30 a.m.,
2172 Rayburn.

May 12, Subcommittee on Europe, hearing on
Ukraine’s Future and United States Interests, 1:30 p.m.,
2172 Rayburn.

May 13, full Committee, hearing on The Imminent
Transfer of Sovereignty in Iraq, 10:30 a.m., 2172 Ray-
burn.

Committee on the Judiciary, May 12, to mark up the fol-
lowing measures: H.R. 2934, Terrorist Penalties Enhance-
ment Act of 2003; H. Con. Res. 414, Recognizing the
50th anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education; H.R.
3754, Fraudulent Online Identity Sanctions Act; H.R.
1731, Identity Theft Penalty Enhancement Act; S. 1301,
Video Voyeurism Prevention Act of 2003; H.R. 1678,
Anti-Hoax Terrorism Act of 2003; H.R. 3632, Anti-
Counterfeiting Amendments of 2003; H.R. 338, Defense
of Privacy Act; H.R. 2179, Securities Fraud Deterrence
and Investor Restitution Act of 2003; and private relief
bills, 10 a.m., 2141 Rayburn.

May 13, Subcommittee on Commercial and Adminis-
trative Law, hearing on H.R. 3220, Business Activity Tax
Simplification Act of 2003, 2 p.m., 2141 Rayburn.

May 13, Subcommittee on the Constitution, hearing on
H.J. Res. 56, Proposing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States relating to marriage, 10 a.m.,
2141 Rayburn.

Committee on Resources, May 12, hearing on the current
reorganization of trust management at the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs and the Office of the Special Trustee, 10
a.m., 1324 Longworth.

May 13, Subcommittee on Fisheries Conservation,
Wildlife and Oceans, hearing on the following bills: H.R.
3433, To transfer federal lands between the Secretary of
Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior; H.R. 3479,
Brown Tress Snake Control and Eradication Act of 2003;
H.R. 4027, To authorize the Secretary of Commerce to
make available to the University of Miami property under
the administrative jurisdiction of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration on Virginia Key, Flor-
ida, for use by the University for a Marine Life Science
Center; and H.R. 4158, To provide for the conveyance to
the Government of Mexico of a decommissioned National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration ship, 10 a.m.,
1324 Longworth.

May 13, Subcommittee on Forests and Forest Health,
oversight hearing entitled “Firefighting Preparedness: Are
we ready for the 2004 Wildlife Season?” 11 a.m., 1334
Longworth.

Committee on Rules, May 11, to consider the following:
H.R. 4275, To amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to permanently extend the 10-percent individual in-
come tax rate bracket; H.R. 4279, To amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for the disposition of
unused health benefits in cafeteria plans and flexible
spending arrangements, H.R. 4280, To improve patient
access to health care services and provide improved med-
ical care by reducing the excessive burden the liability
system places on the health care delivery system; and
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H.R. 4281, Small Business Health Fairness Act of 2004,
5 p.m., 1100 Longworth.

Committee on Small Business, May 12, hearing entitled
“Women’s Entrepreneurship: Successes and Challenges,”
2 p.m., 2360 Rayburn.

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, May 12, to
mark up the following: a Fiscal Year 2005 Capital Invest-
ment and Leasing Program resolution; H.R. 3428, To
designate a portion of the United States courthouse lo-
cated at 2100 Jamieson Avenue, in Alexandria, Virginia,
as the “Justin W. Williams United States Attorney’s
Building;” H.R. 3734, To designate the Federal building
at Fifth and Richardson Avenues in Roswell, New Mex-
ico, as the “Joe Skeen Federal Building;” H.R. 3742, To
designate the United States courthouse and post office
building located at 93 Atocha Street in Ponce, Puerto
Rico, as the “Luis A. Ferre United States Courthouse and
Post Office Building;” H.R. 3884, To designate the Fed-
eral building and United States courthouse located at 615
East Houston Street in San Antonio, Texas, as the
“Hipolito F. Garcia Federal Building and United States
Courthouse;” H.R. 4056, Commercial Aviation
MANPADS Defense Act of 2004; H.R. 4226, Cape
Town Treaty Implementation Act of 2004; H.R. 4251,
Maritime Transportation Amendments of 2004; a resolu-
tion on National Transportation Week; and other pend-
ing business, 11 a.m., 2167 Rayburn.

May 13, Subcommittee on Aviation, oversight hearing
on Avoiding Summer Delays and a Review of the FAA’s
Air Traffic Organization, 10 a.m., 2167 Rayburn.

May 13, Subcommittee on Economic Development,
Public Buildings and Emergency Management, oversight
hearing on How to Best Prepare for Acts of Terror: Na-
tional Preparedness and First Responder Funding, 12
p.m., 2253 Rayburn.

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, May 11, Subcommittee
on Health, to mark up pending business, 4:30 p.m., 334
Cannon.

May 13, Subcommittee on Benefits, to mark up pend-
ing business, 11 a.m., 334 Cannon.

Committee on Ways and Means, May 11, Subcommittee
on Health, hearing on the Medicare Chronic Care Im-
provement Program, 2 p.m., 1100 Longworth.

May 13, Subcommittee on Human Resources, hearing
on State Efforts to Comply with Federal Child Welfare
Reviews, 10 a.m., B-318 Rayburn.

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, May 12, Sub-
committee on Human Intelligence, Analysis and Counter-
intelligence, executive, hearing on Aligning CIA
HUMINT, 2 p.m., H-405 Capitol.

May 13, full Committee, executive, hearing on Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Intelligence Budget, 3:30
p.m., H-405 Capitol.

May 13, Subcommittee on Intelligence Policy and Na-
tional Security, hearing on Intelligence Community Lan-
guage Capabilities, 10 a.m., 2200 Rayburn.

May 13, Subcommittee on Terrorism and Homeland
Security, executive, hearing on Information Technology
Policy Sharing, 1 p.m., H=405 Capitol.

Select  Committee on Homeland Security, May 12, Sub-
committee on Infrastructure and Border Security, hearing
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entitled “The Transportation Security Administration’s
Progress in Enhancing Security,” 10:30 a.m., room to be . . . .
& & Y, ’ Joint Economic Committee: May 13, to hold hearings to
announced. . . .
examine the costs of health services regulations, 10 a.m.,

SD-628.

Joint Meetings
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2 p.m., Monday, May 10 12 noon, Monday, May 10
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Monday: Senate will be in a period of Program for Monday: The House will meet in pro
morning business. Also, Senate may resume consideration  forma session.

of S. 1637, Jumpstart Our Business Strength (JOBS) Act,

and may consider an Iraqi prisoner resolution, with an ex-

pected roll call vote on the resolution to occur at approxi-

mately 5:30 p.m.
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