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War has left the south shattered. Most of
the young warriors queuing behind their cho-
sen candidates have known nothing else.
There is no electricity or running water in
the south, an area the size of France and
Germany combined, and precious few
schools, either. Southern children used to
join either the rebels or government-backed
militias. They grew up knowing how to
march long distances on empty stomachs,
but not how to read.

Peace, if it lasts, will offer southerners a
chance to grow less poor. In one village, your
correspondent saw a group of SPLA soldiers
melting bullets to fashion spearheads for
hunting gazelles. The same men were baffled,
however, by a consignment of ploughshares,
kindly donated by a western aid agency. Un-
sure what these strange objects were for,
they beat them down to make stools.

Elsewhere, workers can be seen hacking
through thorny scrub. They are clearing a
path for a road, heading for a large rock in
the wilderness known as Ramciel, or ‘‘the
place where the rhinos meet’’. More accu-
rately, it should be ‘‘where rhinos used to
meet’’, as they were poached out of existence
some time ago. It is here that the SPLA is
thinking of building the south’s principal
city. Charles Deng, the assistant foreman,
has big dreams for the place. ‘“‘First we will
finish the road,” he says. ‘“Then we will
build skyscrapers and ponds, better than
London or maybe even as good as Nairobi.”

Not everyone welcomes progress. An SPLA
commander in nearby Yirol murmured into
his beer that he hoped the capital would be
built elsewhere. ‘“‘If they build it here then
they will also build schools and our girls will
be sent to those schools,” he said. ‘“You
know what the means? Their bride price will
fall. My daughters will be worthless to me.”

THE END OF THE WAR, OR OF SUDAN?

A formal deal ending the war is expected in
the next few weeks, possibly sooner. Since
President George Bush is widely seen as the
architect of peace, he is perhaps more pop-
ular in southern Sudan than anywhere else
on earth. At the Rumbek sub-chief’s election
one young warrior called Thuapon leaps fre-
netically in the air, proudly waving a white
Barbie-doll in a pink dress. ‘“This is a new
wife for President Bush. May God grant him
many fertile women with firm bodies and an
election victory without problems in Flor-
ida.”

The main outstanding issue concerns the
religious status of Khartoum. The govern-
ment wants it to remain under sharia (Is-
lamic law); the SPLA does not. Some fudge
is surely possible. Observers are confident
that a deal will be signed. ‘‘If Khartoum were
to renege at this point, it would signal that
this whole process was a charade from the
beginning,”” says John Prendergast of the
International Crisis Group, a campaigning
think-tank.

The difficulty will lie in how the deal is
implemented. Unsurprisingly, southerners do
not trust the government. ‘“They just want
time to re-arm,” says James Thucdong, an
aspiring teacher in Rumbek. “We know this
is just a peace of one or two years. They will
never let us become independent.”” Mr.
Thucdong could well be right. There is no
provision yet for what will happen to reve-
nues from Sudan’s oilfields, which lie mostly
in the south, should voters choose secession.

The two sides are unwilling to discuss this
issue, but Khartoum would presumably never
let the south go if that meant losing the
petrodollars, too. ‘“When preparations begin
for the independence referendum, we are
going to see major meddling by elements in
Khartoum, aimed at creating chaos in the
south and delaying [the] plebiscite,” predicts
Mr. Prendergast.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Another worry is that southerners are
squabblesome. During the war, they spent as
much time fighting each other as the govern-
ment. Mr. Garang may still be the south’s
key leader, but his support for a united
Sudan will irk secessionists, who are prob-
ably a majority in the south. Other ethnic
groups resent the politically dominant
Dinka people, and even the Dinka are di-
vided.

Once a peace deal is signed, many of the
4m southerners living in squatter camps
around the main cities of the north will
probably decide to pick their way through
minefields and make the long journey home.
Tension over scarce natural resources seems
likely. As if to confound the optimists, there
has been a serious outbreak of fighting in
the ancient Shilluk kingdom since March. At
least 70,000 people have been driven from
their homes after battles between militias
loyal to Khartoum and the SPLA. As usual
in Sudan, most of the casualties were civil-
ians.

MANY VOICES, MANY FEARS

In Khartoum, the mood is apprehensive.
The political elite is genuinely alarmed at
what capitulation to southern demands
might encourage. Says Ghazi Attabani, a
former presidential adviser: ‘“If the south
were to secede, it would be catastrophic both
for Sudan and for Africa. Secession would
not be peaceful. Internal differences in the
south would cause rifts which would make
Rwanda seem like a picnic.”

Because of stringent censorship and the
physical difficulty of visiting Sudan’s more
troubled areas, ordinary northerners have
only a rough idea of what is going on in their
own country. Some are optimistic. “Of
course the people can live together,” says
Ahmed Omar Othman, a shopkeeper. ‘‘Just
look around Khartoum, we do already. Here,
you will find a church next to a mosque—
surely that [proves it]? The real problem is
whether the politicians can work together.”

The record of Sudanese politicians in this
are is not good. Their preferred technique for
holding this huge and multifarious country
together—barbaric force—has been shown
not to work. In Darfur, as Mr. Attabani ad-
mits, ‘“There is no military solution.” Arm-
ing gangsters such as the Janjaweek is easy;
reining them in again may prove much hard-
er. Says Sharif Harir, chief negotiator for
the SLA rebels: ‘“Even if Khartoum had the
will to stop them, it probably doesnt’ have
the power.”

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H. Con. Res. 403.

Sudan, geographically the largest country in
Africa, has been ravaged by civil war for four
decades. An estimated two million people
have died over the past two decades due to
war-related causes and famine, and millions
have been displaced from their homes. Ac-
cording to the United Nations, an estimated
three million people are in need of emergency
food aid. Recently, violence has escalated in
the Darfur region of the Western Sudan,
where government-sponsored militias have
been ruthlessly targeting various ethnic
groups. Approximately one million civilians
have been forced to flee their homes and are
now either internally displaced or seeking ref-
uge in neighboring Chad.

Sudanese government forces have over-
seen and directly participated in massacres,
summary executions of civilians, burning of
towns and villages, and the forcible depopula-
tion of wide swathes of land long inhabited by
the Fur, Masalit and Zaghawa ethnic groups.

For months, the Sudanese government has
restricted international media access to Darfur
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and has limited reporting about the conflict in
the national press. Recently, the government
has allowed minimal access to the region for
international humanitarian agencies but has
still failed to provide the necessary protection
and assistance to prevent a full-blown humani-
tarian crisis.

There can be no doubt about the Sudanese
government’s culpability in crimes against hu-
manity in Darfur. With this resolution, Con-
gress demands that the Sudanese govern-
ment take immediate steps to reverse ethnic
cleansing in Darfur before the situation there
worsens and engulfs the entire region in con-
flict.

The gentleman from Virginia, Mr. WOLF,
should be commended for keeping the events
in Sudan on Congress’ agenda and | urge
Members to support his resolution.

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
B00ZMAN). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. GREEN) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 403, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON
GOVERNMENT REFORM TO FILE
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT ON H.R.
2432, PAPERWORK AND REGU-
LATORY IMPROVEMENT ACT

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Government Reform be per-
mitted to file a supplemental report to
accompany H.R. 2432, the Paperwork
and Regulatory Improvement Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

——————

OSCAR SCOTT WOODY POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3740) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 223 South Main Street in
Roxboro, North Carolina, as the ‘‘Oscar
Scott Woody Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3740

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. OSCAR SCOTT WOODY POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 223
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