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They have never known that. So it is
going to take a long time, Mr. Speaker,
for them to understand, to get the feel
of that, and yet we hear from the other
side, well, Mr. President, what is your
exit strategy. Indeed, indeed.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, there was an edi-
torial today by William Safire in the
New York Times, and it is kind of an
interesting thing because what he
talks about today, ‘‘In this rush to mis-
judgment, we can see an example of the
‘Four Noes’ that have become the de-
featists’ platform.”

“The first ‘no’ is no stockpiles of
WMD, used to justify the war, were
found.” He goes on to say what we may
find is ‘‘the successful concealment of
WMD, as well as pre-war shipments
thereof to Syria,” I think what most
likely happened is that Saddam moved
away from stockpiling weapons of mass
destruction to putting in place plans
““for production and missile delivery,”
but that is my own conjecture, “by
Saddam’s Special Republican Guard
and Fedayeen, as part of his planned
guerrilla war.”

This is what Safire goes on to say.
“The present story line of ‘Saddam was
stupid, fooled by his generals’ would
then be replaced by ‘Saddam was
shrewder than we thought.””

“Defeatism’s second ‘no’ is no con-
nection was made between Saddam and
al Qaeda or any of its terrorist affili-
ates. This is asserted as revealed truth
with great fervor.”

Now we see, going on in the article
that he wrote today, ‘“‘most damning is
the rise to terror’s top rank of Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi, who escaped Af-
ghanistan to receive medical treat-
ment in Baghdad. He joined Ansar al-
Islam, a Qaeda offshoot whose presence
in Iraq to murder Kurds at Saddam’s
behest was noted in this space in the
weeks after 9/11. His activity in Iraq
was cited by President Bush 6 months
before our invasion. Osama’s disciple
Zarqawi is now thought to be the tele-
vised beheading of a captive American.

‘“The third ‘no’ is no human-rights
high ground can be claimed by us re-
garding Saddam’s torture chambers be-
cause we mistreated Iraqi prisoners.
This equates sleep deprivation with life
deprivation, illegal individual humilia-
tion with official mass murder. We
flagellate ourselves for mistreatment
by a few of our guards, who will be pun-
ished; he delightedly oversaw the shov-
eling of 300,000 innocent Iraqis into un-
marked graves.” He goes on to say,
“Iraqis know the difference.

“The fourth ‘no’ is no Arab nature is
culturally ready for political freedom
and our attempt to impose democracy
in Iraq is arrogant Wilsonian idealism.

“In coming years, this will be blasted
by revisionist supporters as an ignoble
ethnic-racist slur. Iraqis will gain the
power, with our help, to put down the
terrorists and find their own brand of
political equilibrium.

“Will today’s defeatists then admit
they were wrong?”’ Safire goes on to
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say, he answers that question with,
“That’s a fifth ‘no.””’

Once a defeatist always a defeatist. I
yield to my colleague.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I just
want to thank the gentleman for bring-
ing this hour to our colleagues in the
House on both sides of the aisle and for
giving me an opportunity to share with
him this time because it is so impor-
tant.

Mr. Speaker, it is so important for
not just American people but for those
men and women who are over there in
harm’s way defending our freedom and
liberty and allowing us to sleep well at
night and to hopefully bring in peace,
democracy, liberty, freedom that we
enjoy, that we take for granted, to the
people in the Middle East.

I think that we just need to remem-
ber that our every waking hour and
never forget what they are doing for us
and we are doing the right thing, and I
thank the gentleman from Michigan
for being courageous to bring this time
to the American people, but especially
to those men and women who maybe,
yes, they just came off patrol from
Fallujah or the Sunni triangle or hot-
test of the hot spots in Iraq, and they
take that backpack off and that body
armor off and they take off their boots
and they relax a little bit and they
turn on the television and hopefully
maybe they are watching what we are
saying tonight, and I hope they are be-
cause they need to know that people
like the gentleman from Michigan, a
distinct leader in this 108th Congress,
we believe in them and we are going to
support them, and we are going to
stick with them, and we are going to
see them to the end, and we are going
to have victory for the world, not just
for the United States of America.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, I want to just close
again by going back to the article that
was written by Ben Connable from
Ramadi, Iraq. Remember, this is his
third deployment, and when we talk
about the voices of defeatism, as Safire
talks about it in the New York Times
today, these guys hear that message.

He says doubt had begun to creep
back into the public debate. He sees
and hears that now. He saw it when
they were talking what about was
going on in the Sunni triangle and
what really is going on. He knows and
admits that war is inherently ugly and
dramatic, but here is again what he
said.

“But as a professional, I have the
luxury of putting politics aside and fo-
cusing on the task at hand. Protecting
people from terrorists and criminals
while building schools and lasting
friendships is a good mission, no mat-
ter what brush it’s tarred with.

‘““Nothing any talking head will say
can deter me or my fellow Marines
from caring about the people of Iraq,”
and I would say they are there because
they know that by caring for the peo-
ple of Iraq or Afghanistan, they know
that they are caring for the people of
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the United States, ‘“‘or take away from
the sacrifices of our comrades. Fear in
the face of adversity is human nature,
and many people who take the counsel
of their fears speak today. We are not
deaf to their cries; neither do we take
heed.”

A simple request from Major Ben
Connable is this. ‘“All we ask is that
Americans stand by us by supporting
not just the troops, but also the mis-
sion. We’ll take care of the rest.”

WHO INVESTIGATES THE
INVESTIGATORS?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRADLEY of New Hampshire). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
7, 2003, the gentleman from Washington
(Mr. MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. MCcCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker,
today a 24-year-old Army Reserve spe-
cialist was sentenced to do a year in
jail, reduction in rank and dishonor-
able discharge for his role in the Abu
Ghraib prison scandal. What would his
sentence have been if this soldier had
served as judge, jury, prosecution and
defense? Indeed, would there have been
any charges filed at all if the 24-year-
old soldier had investigated himself? Of
course not. It would be justice denied.

Yet that is exactly what the military
commanders and civilian leaders at the
Pentagon are trying to pull off.

Yesterday, before a Senate com-
mittee, Lieutenant General Ricardo
Sanchez, the top military commander
in Iraq, vowed that the scandal would
be investigated up the chain of com-
mand, including himself.

At a time when the world must see
that no one in the U.S. is above the
law, the Pentagon arrogantly acts as if
it answers only to itself. The first low-
ranking soldier was thrown overboard
today. Other low-ranking soldiers will
soon follow.

This is how Secretary Rumsfeld,
Lieutenant General Sanchez and all of
their minions define justice. Do as I
say, not as I do. The world is watching,
and the world is not buying the Pen-
tagon justice charade.

Outside the courtroom today, an
Iraqi civilian told the Associate Press,
“Those who are executing the laws and
orders are not the problem. Punish-
ment of the officials who gave the or-
ders is what matters.”

More than anything else, these court-
martials may just reinforce the mis-
trust and resentment against the
United States throughout the Arab
world.

The way the proceedings are being
handled is under fire. The Pentagon al-
lowed media to attend the court-mar-
tial but television cameras were
barred, even as representatives from
Middle East networks demanded ac-
cess.

Apparently, it is okay for the Presi-
dent to go on Arab television but it is
not okay for the Arab world to see an
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example of justice in the United States
military. Why not?

What is more, the U.S. refused to
allow either Iraqi or international
human rights groups to attend and ob-
serve the court-martial. U.S. military
brass cited unspecified ‘‘security”’
issues for denying the request. Human
Rights Watch could not even get the
name of a U.S. military leader in order
to lodge a complaint.

The leader of the human rights orga-
nization in the Middle East called the
U.S. military’s refusal ‘“‘a bad decision
in its own right. It also sends a terrible
signal to the Iraqis and others deeply
concerned about what transpired in
Abu Ghraib.”

America’s credibility is on the line
around the world, but U.S. military
commanders deny access to a court-
room by credible, independent human
rights organizations. What will it take
for Secretary Rumsfeld and the mili-
tary commanders to get it?

Another soldier at the prison told
ABC News today, ‘‘There’s definitely a
cover-up,’”’ and the soldier said military
commanders authorized the abuse.

Several soldiers may be on trial in a
military court in Iraq, but America is
on trial in the world court. Denying ac-
cess to human rights organizations will
be seen round the world as a cover-up.
Claiming this scandal begins and ends
with a few low-ranking soldiers will be
seen around the world as a cover-up.
Claiming the military can investigate
itself all the way up the chain of com-
mand will be seen as what it is, an end
run around justice.

If there is nothing to hide, then get it
out in the open. For the sake of every
good and decent American soldier in
harm’s way in Iraq, this Congress must
show the world that no one is above the
law in America.

Every day, there are new allegations
of abuses in Iraq and Guantanamo Bay.
The Observer, which is a London news-
paper, is reporting that a British pris-
oner just released from Guantanamo
claims there are organized American
punishment units called Extreme Reac-
tion Forces or ERFs. Prisoners fear
being ERF’d. They have created a new
word for this kind of abuse. There are
rumors, in fact, that a member of each
ERF team takes a videotape and they
are there. We need to see those ERF
tapes.

A woman in Iraq claimed U.S. mili-
tary forces took her husband and is
holding him without charges because
her father was not in the house. They
said, well, if your father is not here, we
are going to take your husband.

The International Red Cross quoted
military intelligence officers as saying
between 70 and 90 percent of the Iraqis
in prison were arrested by mistake.
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Iraq is spinning out of control. This
war has gone from crisis to calamity to
catastrophe. If the President will not
lead the Nation, the Congress must. We
need an investigation now. We need to
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remove Rumsfeld and Wolfowitz and
Cambone and Feith, for that matter.
We need to do it now. Some low-rank-
ing U.S. soldiers are not the only ones
on trial. America is on trial as well.

What is fascinating about reading the
American press today is that if that is
all you watch, if you watch Fox TV,
which is a Republican body, I mean,
the guy who runs it used to be the PR
director, or the National Committee
Chairman for the Republican Party. Or
if you read the newspapers, there is a
tight control on the news that you and
I get in the United States.

Now, if you pick up a foreign news-
paper, you find some very interesting
things. In the Guardian, on May 18,
there is an article by a man named
Crispin Blunt. He says, “I voted for
intervention in Iraq. Not because of the
threat of weapons of mass destruction,
but because of the failure to ensure the
removal of Saddam Hussein in 1991 and
its consequences.”” Meaning the effects
of sanctions. Now, he says, I have
changed my mind. We need to get out.
We must get out.

“The reason for the failed policy is
simple: When the British occupied Iraq
following the first world war, they
were greeted initially as liberators of
Iraqis from the Ottoman Empire. But
over time, the British came to be seen
as occupiers. Iraq experts and histo-
rians predict that after 9 months or so,
the American and British forces that
came to liberate Iraq from the
Ba’athists rule would be seen as foreign
occupiers.”

My colleagues, we are there today.
We are there today. We are just like
the British were in 1923 or whatever.

“The insurgents in Iraq cannot be
written off as a small minority led by
foreign jihadis. The silent majority of
Iraqis increasingly side with the insur-
gents, who are viewed as part of the
Iraqi nation waging resistance against
the foreign occupiers. However nasty
their tactics, the insurgents are viewed
as the ‘us’ in this new battle to ex-
punge the occupiers. However noble
and rational the goals of the coalition,
U.S. and Britain, they are perceived as
the alien ‘them.’”

It goes on to say ‘‘an exit strategy is
needed above all to preserve and re-
store in Arab eyes the moral authority
of our liberal democratic values, which
have been under intense assault most
recently with the emergence of Abu
Ghraib.”

Another article in the Guardian
dated May 19, is entitled ‘‘Former
Guantanamo Chief Clashed with Army
Interrogators. General’s Sacking
Cleared Way for Pentagon to Rewrite
Rules.”

What we are seeing in those pictures
that have been on the front pages of
the newspapers of this country are the
result of decisions made a long time
ago, not by six or seven soldiers, but by
people at the very top, beginning with
Mr. Rumsfeld. This article reports on
the sacking of a General Rick Baccus.
He is the commander of the Rhode Is-
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land National Guard. He was sacked
amid charges from the Pentagon that
he was too soft on the detainees at
Guantanamo Bay.

Now, ‘““‘General Baccus was removed
in October of 2002. That is a long time
ago. Apparently, after frustrating mili-
tary intelligence officers by granting
detainees such privileges as distrib-
uting copies of the Koran and adjusting
meal times for Ramadan. He also dis-
ciplined prison guards for screaming at
inmates.”

This is why he was sacked. He was
too soft on the prisoners. This goes on
to say ‘“General Baccus’ uncere-
monious departure offers a rare insight
as to how the Pentagon rewrote the
rules of warfare to suit the Bush ad-
ministration’s view of a radically
changed world following the attacks of
September 11. It also suggests what
happens to military personnel slow to
sign up to the Pentagon’s changed view
of the world.

‘“Eighteen months after being re-
moved from Guantanamo, General
Baccus, aged 51, and commander of the
National Guard in Rhode Island, is still
waiting for a new military assign-
ment.”

Do you think he will get one in this
administration? I doubt it.

Now, the connection between Guan-
tanamo and Abu Ghraib grew clearer
this month when General Baccus’ suc-
cessor at the camp, guess who, Major
General Geoffrey Miller, was put in
charge of the U.S. prisons in Iraq. He
was in Guantanamo, and they said,
come on over here and fix up what is
going on in Iraq.

“General Miller’s recommendations
for Abu Ghraib, merging the functions
of prison guard and interrogator, as he
did at Guantanamo, was cited in the
Pentagon’s internal report on abuse at
the now notorious prison.”

This is the Pentagon’s report on
abuse. They said that was wrong, to
merge the guards and the interroga-
tors. You had guards who had no train-
ing whatsoever in interrogation being
put in the position of being interroga-
tors. It is no wonder we had this prob-
lem.

There is an article that talks about
what happened after the Second World
War and how long they trained the peo-
ple before they went to Nuremberg to
question the Nazis, how long it took
them to prepare the interrogators to do
it in a humane and professional way.

This administration, run by the Sec-
retary of War, Mr. Rumsfeld, had no
time to wait, to plan. They had to go
right now. It was a war of choice. It
was not a war where there was any im-
pending danger to us. It is very clear
now. But they wanted to get in and get
it done as quick as possible before any-
body figured out what they were up to.
So they rushed in, totally ill prepared,
and put these young people that they
are now convicting and throwing out of
the military.

I was a psychiatrist during the Viet-
nam era, and I saw these people coming
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back from Vietnam. A lot of them
wound up in the brig, and I would see
them. And let me tell my colleagues
something. Giving somebody a bad con-
duct discharge really scars them for
life. Every time you go for a job, you
are asked, do you have an honorable
discharge? Well, no, I do not, I got a
bad conduct discharge. They are going
to have trouble getting jobs the rest of
their lives on the basis of orders given
to them by somebody who will take his
very generous Federal pension and go
off in real luxury for the rest of his life.

Those six or seven people that are
being dumped out on their ear or will
be dumped out in the near future are
being treated unfairly, and everybody
should know that, and everybody
should be able to see it.

Now, today, there was also a story in
the Los Angeles Times, because you
have to read widely in this country.
You cannot just read the papers here in
Washington, DC. The L.A. Times car-
ries a story by Richard Serrano enti-
tled ‘3 Witnesses at Iraq Abuse Hear-
ing Refuse to Testify.”

“Three key witnesses, including a
senior officer in charge of interroga-
tions, refused to testify during a secret
hearing against an alleged ringleader
of the Abu Ghraib prison abuse scandal
on the grounds that they might incrim-
inate themselves.”

They took the 5th. An officer of the
United States military took the 5th,
and this House does not have an inves-
tigation. We do not think it is worth-
while to find out what is going on here.

“The witnesses appeared on April 26
at a preliminary hearing behind closed
doors for Corporal Charles A. Graner,
who has been identified in court-mar-
tial documents as the leader of a band
of military police guards who humili-
ated and abused Iraqi detainees and
compiled a bizarre photographic record
of their activities. The prospective wit-
nesses’ refusal to testify is described in
court-martial documents obtained by
the Times on Tuesday.

“That all of the prospective wit-
nesses called up by prosecutors invoked
the military equivalent of the Fifth
Amendment right against self-incrimi-
nation indicates the key players in the
abuse scandal may be closing ranks to
save themselves and one another.”

So here comes the coverup. And if
the House of Representatives, with the
responsibility for oversight given to us
by the Constitution, shirks their duty
on this issue, they are participating in
the coverup as well.
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There is no way the House can excuse
itself from investigating this, and our
leadership just laughs and says it is a
frat house prank. This was no frat
house prank. This has ruined our rep-
utation in the world. It has taken away
our moral authority to deal because
not only did we do it, but we will not
own up to it and talk about how it hap-
pened.

Just a week after the hearing on May
3, the judge, Major Dewayne McOsker,
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Jr., ruled there was enough evidence to
proceed. He cited a CD-ROM containing
photographs and videos taken inside
the prison showing detainees being
abused and humiliated, along with
written statements from four of the
other six guards implicated in the
scandal. ‘I believe there is enough
credible evidence to establish reason-
able grounds’ that Graner is guilty,
McOsker concluded.

Now he went ahead and did it anyway
in spite of the fact that a senior officer
said I cannot talk about this because I
might incriminate myself. The New
York Times, May 19, ‘“Two Generals
Deny Issuing Orders to Allow Prison
Abuse in Iraq.” Big surprise, right.

“The two generals in charge of the
occupation of Iraq took responsibility
today for the prison abuse scandal
there, but they also denied having
issued or approved any orders that
they say could have been interpreted to
allow humiliation or mistreatment of
prisoners.”

Now if there is nothing to hide, we
should have an investigation. Why do
we not bring it out? That is the ques-
tion that this House must face. Mem-
bers cannot go out with a straight face
and talk to the friends and the families
and the loved ones of people who have
died in Iraq and say that you have done
your job as a U.S. Congressman if you
have not participated in demanding an
investigation.

To say that this will be handled by
the Army, the Army will handle it, I
guess they will.

ABC News, May 18, ‘“‘Definitely a
Cover-Up. Former Abu Ghraib Intel
Staffer Says Army Concealed Involve-
ment in Abuse Scandal.”

‘“‘There is definitely a cover-up,’ the
witness, Sergeant Samuel Provance
said. ‘People are either telling them-
selves or being told to be quiet.’

“Provance, 30, was part of the 302nd
Military Intelligence Battalion sta-
tioned at Abu Ghraib last September.
He spoke to ABC despite orders from
his commanders not to.

“‘“What I am surprised at was the si-
lence,” says Provance. ‘The collective
silence by so many people that had to
be involved, that had to have seen
something or heard something.’

“Provance, now stationed in Ger-
many, ran the top secret computer net-
work used by military intelligence at
the prison.”

This is not just some guy who heard
scuttlebutt around someplace. He was
in the unit doing the intelligence work.
He said while he did not see the actual
abuses, the interrogators with whom
he worked freely admitted they di-
rected the MP’s rough treatment of
prisoners.

I do not know, it sounds like a smok-
ing gun if somebody wanted to look at
it. Anybody who has been in a military
organization realizes there is some-
thing called the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice, the UCMJ. And as an en-
listed person at the bottom, you are re-
sponsible to carry out the orders of

May 19, 2004

your superior. Privates carry out the
orders of corporals, sergeants and lieu-
tenants and captains and major and so
forth up the line. Failure to do so leads
to a court-martial or to an article 15 or
some kind of punishment, and every-
body knows it.

So the fact that they threw this poor
guy out today with a bad conduct dis-
charge, and we will see if anything
more happens. If by the end of a few
weeks all we see are seven people that
they threw out as rogue soldiers, the
injustice and the cover-up started by
the people in the Department of De-
fense will be clear as it is in the sun-
shine.

This House cannot allow that to hap-
pen. The New York Times again, ‘‘Offi-
cers Say U.S. Colonel at Abu Ghraib
Prison Felt Intense Pressure to Get In-
mates to Talk.”

When they sent Colonel Thomas
Pappas over there as the head of mili-
tary intelligence, he was under enor-
mous pressure from his superiors to ex-
tract more information from prisoners
there, according to senior Army offi-
cers.

People knew this. This is not some-
thing that was not known, it is just
that the House of Representatives does
not want to ask. They do not want to
look. They want to close their eyes and
hope it will go away. This is not going
to go away because the world is watch-
ing and looking and reacting to it.
Maybe you can close your eyes until
after the election is over, but you will
not be able to close your eyes to the
impact that it has on the United States
and to our troops.

These pictures have stirred up the
opposition, the people out there. All
they have to do is show those pictures
around, and people will say, yes, I will
get them, which makes it more dan-
gerous for our people every single day.

Being out there in a guerilla warfare
is awful. I heard about it from the sol-
diers and sailors that I dealt with in
Vietnam. I did not experience it my-
self. I did not have to. I know it was
awful. We are making their job tougher
by not saying we committed a mistake,
we were wrong, we are going to right
it. It is not just going to be the folks
down at the bottom.

There is a wonderful movie that ev-
erybody in the House of Representa-
tives ought to have to see, ‘‘Paths of
Glory.” It is a story from the First
World War about French troops who
did not want to get up out of the
trenches and charge into the fire be-
cause as they got to the top of the lad-
der, they were getting their heads shot
off, so they failed to charge. The gen-
eral called a court-martial and picked
three guys at random. They shot them
in firing squads, and the movie is about
how they were selected, who they were,
and why they were picked. These six or
seven people will be those same sorts of
people, while the generals sit in the
back, have a steak, drink a glass of
wine, take their pension and go off
with their life.
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This issue is too big for this House to
ignore.

Mr. Speaker, as the third-ranking
person in the United States of Amer-
ica, ahead of you is only the President
and the Vice President, you are the
Speaker, the one who controls the
House of the people, for you to allow
this to go uninvestigated is absolutely
unacceptable. In this next election, the
American people ought to turn out the
Republicans wholesale if they do not
deal with this issue because what it has
cost us, never mind the money, the $200
billion we have already spent and $25
billion more they are going to ask for
in a few days; the money is important,
of course, but what we have done to our
reputation and our ability to lead the
free world may be irreparable. I hope
not.

If we act quickly and decisively, I
think we can change it, but it cannot
be dragged along and acted as though
this is all right. It is not all right, and
it will not be solved by throwing seven
people out of the United States Army.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BROWN of Ohio) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. HOYER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BLUMENAUER, for 5 minutes,
today.
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for
5 minutes, today.

Mr. HINCHEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, for 5 min-
utes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mrs. CAPITO) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. SOUDER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. McCOTTER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PENCE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DREIER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GINGREY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, for 5 min-
utes, May 20.

—————

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled bills of
the House of the following titles, which
were thereupon signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 923. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 to allow certain
premier certified lenders to elect to main-
tain an alternative loss reserve.

H.R. 3104. An act to provide for the estab-
lishment of separate campaign medals to be
awarded to members of the uniformed serv-
ices who participate in Operation Enduring
Freedom and to members of the uniformed
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services who participate in Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 20 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, May 20, 2004, at 10
a.m.

———————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

8189. A letter from the Deputy Chief of
Naval Operations (Manpower and Personnel),
Department of Defense, transmitting notifi-
cation of a decision to implement perform-
ance by the Most Efficient Organization
(MEO) for the Public Works Center Norfolk,
VA, Detachments Philadelphia and Mechan-
icsburg, PA, and Earle, NJ (initiative num-
ber NC20010758); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

8190. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting a letter
on the approved retirement of Admiral
James O. Ellis, Jr., United States Navy, and
his advancement to the grade of admiral on
the retired list; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

8191. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the
approved retirement of Lieutenant General
Richard E. Brown III, United States Air
Force, and his advancement to the grade of
lieutenant general on the retired list; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

8192. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
report on transactions involving U.S. exports
to Algeria pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of the
Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended;
to the Committee on Financial Services.

8193. A letter from the Deputy Director,
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting notification concerning the Depart-
ment of Navy’s Proposed Letter(s) of Offer
and Acceptance (LOA) to Japan for defense
articles and services (Transmittal No. 04-06),
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(b); to the Com-
mittee on International Relations.

8194. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed li-
cense for the export of major defense equip-
ment and defense articles to Poland (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 005-04), pursuant to 22
U.S.C. 2776(c); to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

8195. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed li-
cense for the export of major defense equip-
ment and defense articles to Israel (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 026-04), pursuant to 22
U.S.C. 2776(c); to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

8196. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed
transfer of major defense equipment from
the Government of Switzerland (GOS)
(Transmittal RSAT-3-04), pursuant to 22
U.S.C. 2776(d); to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

8197. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Department’s annual re-
port on entitled, ‘‘Patterns of Global Ter-
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rorism: 2003, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2656f; to
the Committee on International Relations.

8198. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Department of the Treasury, transmitting as
required by section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and pursuant to Executive
Order 13313 of July 31, 2003, a six-month peri-
odic report on the national emergency with
respect to Iran that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 12170 of November 14, 1979; to the
Committee on International Relations.

8199. A letter from the Under Secretary for
Industry and Security, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting the Department’s report
entitled, ‘‘Imposition of Foreign Policy Con-
trols on Protective and Detection Equipment
and Components, not Specially Designed for
Military Use,” pursuant to Section 6 of the
Export Administration Act of 1979, as
amended; to the Committee on International
Relations.

8200. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a report on ‘‘Overseas Surplus
Property,” pursuant to Public Law 105-277,
section 2215; to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

8201. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Secretary’s determination
that five countries are not cooperating fully
with U.S. antiterrorism efforts: Cuba, Iran,
Libya, North Korea, and Syria, pursuant to
22 U.S.C. 2781; to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

8202. A letter from the Archivist of the
United States, National Archives and
Records Administration, transmitting a re-
port on a proposed archival depository for
the Presidential records and other historical
materials of the Clinton administration, pur-
suant to 44 U.S.C. 2112; to the Committee on
Government Reform.

8203. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries Off West Coast States and
in teh Western Pacific; Pacific Coast
Groundfish Fishery; Annual Specifications
and Management Measures; Inseason Adjust-
ments; Corrections [Docket No. 031216314-
3314-01; I.D. 041904C] received May 17, 2004,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Resources.

8204. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries off West Coast States and in
the Western Pacific; Pacific Coast Ground-
fish Fishery; Annual Specifications and Man-
agement Measures; Inseason Adjustments;
Pacific Halibut Fisheries; Corrections [Dock-
et No. 031216314-3314-01; I.D. 042604D] (RIN:
0648-ARb54) received May 12, 2004, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Resources.

8205. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Species in the Rock Sole/
Flathead Sole/‘‘Other flatfish’ Fishery Cat-
egory by Vessels Using Trawl Gear in Bering
Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area
[Docket No. 031124287-4060-02; I.D. 041404B] re-
ceived May 10, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Resources.

8206. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Economic Exclusive
Zone Off Alaska; Deep-Water Species Fishery
by Vessels Using Trawl Gear in the Gulf of
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