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Today, the economics of tourism is just as
important to Grand Ledge as it was over 125
years ago. An estimated $1 million is gen-
erated annually for the community from events
held at the Island Park, such as the Color
Cruise & Island Festival, the Island Art Fair,
and the Mudge’s Follies variety show.

The Island Restoration Project began in ear-
nest when the city received a Clean Michigan
Initiative grant from the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources in 2001. Of the
$666,000 needed for the project, the state pro-
vided $455,000 and Grand Ledge contributed
$211,000, including $90,000 from community
donations. The vast restoration, erosion con-
trol, and landscaping was done during the
spring, summer, and fall of 2003. The work in-
cluded adding pathways, new grass, new
trees, decorative iron benches and lampposts,
electrical and water conduits, gazebo restora-
tion, and a viewing area with benches. The
completed project is a culmination of five
years of meticulous community planning, fan-
tastic grant writing, creative fund raising, and
extensive cooperation.

Grand Ledge Island Restoration Project
Steering Committee members included Gray-
don Briggs, Karla Chamberlain, Rich Cissel,
Steve Graszler, Susan Sasse, Tim Sattler,
Kalmin Smith, Mike Stevens, Pete Stoughton,
Mary Suurmeyer, Warren Wells, Cathy Wilhm,
Don Willems, and Kay Wyszynski. These are
extremely civic-minded individuals who also
serve as members of the City Council, the
Planning Commission, the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission, the Chamber of Com-
merce, the Downtown Development Authority,
and the Historical Society. City Administrator
Jon Bayless and Parks and Recreation Com-
mission Chairman Marv Hummel handled the
day-to-day details and kept the project on
track.

On behalf of the United States Congress, it
is with great pleasure that | rise today to ex-
tend our highest praise and congratulations to
the community of Grand Ledge, Michigan for
restoring the Island Park for all to enjoy.

——————
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Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. Speaker, last week
this Congress recognized the contributions
and sacrifices made by law enforcement offi-
cers and we honored the fallen heroes during
National Police Week. | rise today to remem-
ber two law enforcement officers from my dis-
trict in Louisiana whose lives were lost in the
line of duty in 2003.

The men and women of our police forces
are the defenders of our families, our homes
and our communities, and swear an oath to
protect and serve so that we may live in
peace and safety. Last week, law enforcement
officers gathered with the families of officers
killed in the line of duty to honor the commit-
ment of our nation’s police forces and to re-
member those they have lost.
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Deputy Marshal Glen Devanie was respond-
ing to a call for backup from the Alexandria
City Marshal's Office and was killed in an
automobile accident. Deputy Sheriff Randy
Smith was shot and killed while trying to ap-
prehend a parish jail escapee in Mamou, Lou-
isiana. The names of Deputy Marshal Devanie
and Deputy Sheriff Smith were unveiled to
their families and colleagues at the Candlelight
Vigil at the National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial. We will never adequately express
our gratitude, and our sympathies, to the sac-
rifice of these two officers.

| wish to extend to the families of Deputy
Marshal Devanie and Deputy Sheriff Smith my
sympathies for their loss and the recognition
of these two men as true heroes. | express to
the men and women in law enforcement our
profound gratitude, for their exhibitions of
bravery and the sacrifices they are called to
make. As these noble men and women sac-
rifice for a pledge to protect and to serve, it is
our duty to honor them, past, present and fu-
ture, to the highest degree.
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Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, it is a great
honor to stand before you to pay tribute to
Pauline Gonzalez, a dedicated public servant,
a loving wife and mother, and a role model for
all. Pauline Gonzalez of Edinburg passed
away on Monday, April 26, after a long illness.
She will be remembered for her dedication to
her family, her commitment to public service,
and her passion for politics. She will be deeply
missed by her family, friends, and colleagues.

Mrs. Gonzalez was born in Edinburg, Texas
on March 16, 1927, to Francisco and Paula
Garza. She was orphaned at a young age and
was reared by her maternal grandmother,
Gregoria Perez, her aunt, Segunda Perez, and
her eldest sister, Hermencia. Her experiences
as a young girl instilled the importance of fam-
ily in her, and her commitment to those she
loved never faltered.

In 1948, Mrs. Gonzalez married Jose Noe
Gonzalez Sr. and together they had three chil-
dren: Jose Noe Jr., Lucy, and Martha. Along
with her dedication to family, Mrs. Gonzalez
was a firm believer in the value of a good edu-
cation. She attended Edinburg public schools,
graduated from Edinburg High School, and de-
spite the odds against her, pursued higher
education at Edinburg Junior College. She in-
stilled in her children the importance of edu-
cation and it paid off. Her three children fol-
lowed her example. Martha Salazar is Hidalgo
County’s purchasing agent, Lucy Canales is
an Edinburg-based attorney, and Noe Gon-
zalez Jr. is a successful businessman.

Pauline began her career in 1945 as a dep-
uty clerk for the Hidalgo County District Clerk’s
office. In 1960, after fifteen years of service,
she left her position to devote more time to
her family. She was very active with her
church and many civic organizations, including
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the Hospital Auxiliary, the Hidalgo County His-
torical Museum and the Freddy Gonzalez
American Legion Post 408 Auxiliary

In 1982, once her children were enrolled in
college, she returned to the world of work and
politics. Mrs. Gonzalez ran for and was elect-
ed District Clerk of Hidalgo County. Her victory
made her one of the first women elected to of-
fice in the county. She broke through the bar-
rier of a male dominated political world, but in
her own special way. Her trademark high
heels and lipstick were the perfect symbol for
a woman whose elegance was not over-
shadowed by her ability to get things done.
Her willingness to listen, her honesty and sin-
cerity, and her commitment to her constituents
to instill a confidence in their public officials,
and she was solidly elected year after year.
Mrs. Gonzalez’s work ethic earned her the re-
spect of her colleagues and the admiration of
the people she dutifully served. She epito-
mized what every public servant should strive
to be—accessible and willing to go the extra
mile.

Above everything, it was Pauline’s near per-
fect balance of determination and gracious-
ness that made her a beloved member of her
community. She was a dear friend, a lovely
lady, and a devoted public servant who will be
greatly missed by all. May she rest in peace.

——————
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Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, last week Repub-
licans kicked off an eight-week Competitive-
ness Agenda by bringing legislation to the
floor that addressed staggering health care
costs faced by American businesses. This
week, we voted to streamline the government
compliance process and increase competitive-
ness in today’s worldwide economy. By elimi-
nating unnecessary government regulation, we
took action, helping business owners across
the nation to reduce countless hours and re-
sources sacrificed to comply with unnecessary
red tape.

Mr. Speaker, small businesses dispropor-
tionately bear the burden of government regu-
lation costs. The U.S. Small Business Asso-
ciation estimates that in 2000, small busi-
nesses with 20 or fewer employees faced an
annual regulatory burden of approximately
$6,975 per employee. That is almost two
thirds more than the $4,463 estimated for
large firms. We also know that these small
businesses are the Number One jobs creators
in the United States accounting for 60 to 80
percent of new jobs. In other words, nearly 8
out of 10 jobs created in this economy come
from the very business owners being strangled
by regulation costs.

Common-sense regulatory reforms will help
reduce costs to American businesses, allowing
them to compete in the global market and
bring careers to those bright Americans seek-
ing them. Mr. Speaker, | thank my colleagues
for voting to eliminate unnecessary bureau-
cratic red tape.
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