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crossroads. | urge my colleagues to grasp this
historic opportunity, and join me in support of
this vision that will reinvigorate our Nation’s
space program.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | support
NASA'’s new space exploration vision. Ameri-
cans might ask: What is that vision? It means
we are committed to these goals—

Return the space shuttle to flight;

Complete the International Space Station;

Develop the Crew Exploration Vehicle;

Go back to the Moon;

Go to Mars;

Increase NASA funding by almost 6 percent.

This new space exploration vision is a turn-
ing point for NASA.

We know there are inherent risks that come
with space exploration, which is the pursuit of
new knowledge and new worlds. Skepticism
and doubt are often linked to NASA and its
goals. But history provides the answers to
those concerns.

The Mercury, Gemini and Apollo programs
culminated in a great achievement: landing an
astronaut on the moon.

In the past 45 years, NASA’s explorations
and scientific experiments have led to techno-
logical breakthroughs that have changed our
lives. They include a heart pump implant sys-
tem that prolongs lives, smoke detectors that
have saved thousands from death and shape
memory metal used in eyeglasses and golf
clubs that make them bendable. Advance-
ments have also included the unexpected,
such as a new line of shock-absorbing athletic
shoes.

| believe the new space exploration vision is
affordable and achievable. To succeed it re-
quires congressional support, leadership from
the White House, and an unwavering belief
that the impossible can one day become the
possible.

Mr. Speaker, NASA has inspired the public
since the Mercury 7 astronauts had “the right
stuff” to launch our space exploration pro-
gram. Their legacy is secure.

Our challenge today is to honor the legacy
and build upon it with a new vision. | believe
we can. America still has the right stuff to
make other giant leaps for mankind.

HOUR OF MEETING ON TUESDAY,
JUNE 8, 2004

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourn tomorrow, it adjourn to
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 8,
2004, for morning hour debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FEENEY). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

————
30-SOMETHING DEMOCRATS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it
is always a pleasure to address the
House of Representatives and also the
American people on issues of impor-
tance. A part of our democracy is being
able to provide information to the
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American people so that they can
make the right decisions at the right
time when they are given the oppor-
tunity. Also, to hopefully have an op-
portunity to speak to our colleagues
about some of the issues that are fac-
ing this Congress and the American
people, that they can also make the
right decision at the right opportunity
and at the right time.

We have more opportunities, the
American people do, to make major de-
cisions. They get an opportunity every
couple of years as it relates to the
House of Representatives, and in many
cases every 6 years as it relates to the
other body. But every 4 years they get
an opportunity to vote for the leader of
the free world, the President of the
United States; and it is important that
we understand exactly what is going on
in our country, what is going on in the
world.

This is an hour, Mr. Speaker, that
the minority leader, the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. PELOSI), has put
together for our 30-something Caucus
that we have on the Democratic side on
the aisle. The gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. RYAN) is my co-chair as it relates
to our working group.

We have a number of members, some
14 Members of this House, that take
time out every week to come to the
floor. We have an opportunity to talk
about issues that are facing young
Americans and also middle-aged Amer-
icans and older Americans, because
when we start talking about education,
we start talking about health care, we
start talking about jobs.

I think it is important we talk about
Iraq. It is also important to all Ameri-
cans, but we try to make sure that we
be able to give voice to those individ-
uals that are young parents and those
individuals that are going into college
and even young people that are looking
to go to college to make sure that they
have a great opportunity to do what
they have to do.

I am so glad that my good friend
from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) is here with me,
who is just an outstanding gentleman.
We both serve on the Committee on
Armed Services together, and we sit
next to each other, almost next to each
other, but we are there on the same
level on the bottom row.

I thank the gentleman for being here.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman very much.

Over the past week, we had a break.
We normally are doing our 30-some-
thing event on Tuesday nights, but we
are here on Thursday night tonight,
and we are going to take a little dif-
ferent twist here. Normally, we talk
about issues that are facing young stu-
dents, young people trying to make
their way in the workforce.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Can I just,
when the gentleman mentioned that,
because we need to get into what we
are getting ready to discuss right now,
but I know the gentleman has a couple
of e-mails. If we can just take 5 min-
utes and talk about this voter suppres-
sion issue.

H3767

As you know, over the last couple of
weeks we have been getting phone calls
and e-mails about students throughout
the country going to supervisor of elec-
tions offices and being told that they
cannot register to vote there. Those
students that are now in summer
school, students that would like to go
into the fall and be able to have the op-
portunity to vote in the primary elec-
tions in many States and also in the
general election. They are being told
that they can not register to vote in
that State because they are not a per-
manent resident. But, as you know, in
1975 the Supreme Court said you can
register. It is legal.

So we got a response back from a
number of people saying this has hap-
pened to me, and we asked them to go
to rockthevote.com.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Rockthevote.com
to help with voter suppression across
the country. It will inform you about
whatever your situation may be lo-
cally.

I just brought a couple of these that
I wanted to read, because we are going
to, obviously, move to another topic.
We received a couple of e-mails that we
pulled out here, one from a Luther
Lowe from the College of William and
Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia, and
one also from Alleyn Harned from Co-
lumbus, Ohio, who lives in Delaware. I
am going to read a couple of para-
graphs out of the e-mail we got, be-
cause most adults will say why are
kids not participating and being active
in the process? There is youth voter ap-
athy.

I just want to read these. This is Lu-
ther Lowe from William and Mary.
“Rather than sit and watch our local
representatives make laws which are
unfair to young people, I decided to
participate in my local democracy. I
applied to register to vote at Williams-
burg which required I also fill out a de-
tailed two-page questionnaire in addi-
tion to the normal form. One week
later, I received a notification of my
registration denial. The reasons? I was
claimed on my parents’ income taxes. I
drove a car owned by my mom who
lives in Arkansas. According to the
local registrar, I should have been vot-
ing in my parents’ hometown. The
problem with that is I have never voted
in my parents’ hometown. I voted for
Al Gore from my boarding school in
high school. I spend less than 2 months
a year in Arkansas, so why should I be
participating in local elections there?
With the help of a local attorney from
the ACLU, I fought back. It was only
after two lawsuits that I was able to
register on a technicality that I am a
member of the Virginia National Guard
and Governor Mark Warner is my pri-
mary commander in chief.”

Give me a break. Here is a kid that
wants to participate in the system, and
he has got to hire a lawyer from the
ACLU to get a right to vote from the
university.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. And he is a Na-
tional Guardsman.
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