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Linda Kurz provided leadership for
this dual division hospital, providing
care for in excess of 36,000 veterans an-
nually, within a primary service area
of metropolitan St. Louis, including 9
counties in Missouri and 14 counties in
West Central Illinois and lead a care
team of 1900 full time employee equiva-
lents.

Linda’s lifetime achievements in-
clude: A leader in the health care man-
agement field, mentor for VHA Health
Care Management Trainees, Executive
Career Field Director Trainees and
achieved the status of Diplomat in the
American College of Healthcare Execu-
tives.

Linda Kurz, was listed as one of the
top female directors in Missouri Hos-
pital Association Newsletter, Summer
2003 Edition and in Who’s Who Among
Top Executives in 1998-1999 and during
her tenure as Director St. Louis VA
Medical Center was recognized in 1999,
with the Vice-Presidential ‘“‘Hammer
and Scissors’” award for her efforts in
piloting the first Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Canteen Integration.

During her tenure at the St. Louis
VA, Linda has worked tirelessly to im-
prove access to care for veterans and
opened three health clinics; she sup-
ported her employees by providing edu-
cational opportunities for mid-level
managers through programs such as
mini-MBA and she promoted an open
policy, communicating with staff at all
levels by establishing employee and su-
pervisory forums.

Linda Kurz will retire after 37 years
of government service, having devoted
countless hours and years to the wel-
fare of the American Veterans.e

————
TRIBUTE TO MELISSA CENTRELLA

e Mr. CORZINE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize and to remember an
extraordinarily courageous young lady
from New Jersey, Ms. Melissa Anne
Centrella. It is with great sadness that
I inform you that Melissa passed away
2 years ago. She was 25 years old when
she died. In Melissa’s short time here
on Earth she displayed an uncommon
grace and dignity which we all should
emulate.

As a child, Melissa was like every
young girl—she was cheerful, she loved
her parents, and she loved to dance.
However, Melissa was diagnosed at an
early age with the rare disorder called
dystonia. Dystonia is a mneurological
disorder characterized by powerful and
painful involuntary muscle spasms
that cause twisting of the body, repet-
itive muscle movements, and sustained
postural deformities. Melissa lived
with the constant pain of dystonia for
18 years. As the years passed, Melissa’s
life became more and more con-
strained. She was eventually confined
to a wheelchair and then bedridden.
Melissa passed away from complica-
tions of this disorder.

Melissa endured many painful med-
ical procedures to assess and attempt
to treat dystonia. She suffered through
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a series of spinal taps, intrathecal
pump implantations, and the prepara-
tions for deep brain stimulation sur-
gery. Melissa, on several occasions, was
overdosed with her medication leading
to seizures and once to a 3-day coma.
Through all the pain, she accepted her
suffering with dignity and never once
complained.

Melissa believed she was put on
Earth for a reason, that God had a plan
for her. That reason was to be a part of
the mission to find a cure for dystonia,
so that no one else would have to expe-
rience the torture that she experienced
in her short life. Many in her position
would have given up, but not Melissa.
Melissa was relentless in pushing
Claire, her mother, to establish the
New Jersey Chapter of the Dystonia
Medical Research Foundation, DMRF.

The chapter today holds many events
to raise funds for dystonia research and
promotes awareness of dystonia. When-
ever Claire became depressed or under-
standably overcome with distress, Me-
lissa would gently prod her along and
remind her of their mission together as
a family. Melissa was the only child of
Claire and August Centrella. I would
like to salute Claire Centrella and her
family for picking up the mantle and
running with it in memory of Melissa.

Melissa’s body lost its battle; how-
ever, her soul battles on in her mother
and the New Jersey Chapter to improve
the quality of life for others with
dystonia. Melissa Centrella’s memory
will live on in those of us she touched
and in those who share her mission.
Melissa will never be forgotten, and her
mission will continue through her fam-
ily’s and friends’ hard work and deter-
mination.e
e Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute and to re-
member a courageous young lady from
New Jersey, Ms. Melissa Anne
Centrella. Sadly, Melissa passed away 2
years ago, at the age of 25, from com-
plications due to a disease known as
dystonia. Much of Melissa’s short life
was dedicated to battling dystonia,
which affects more than 300,000 people
in North America.

Melissa was diagnosed at an early
age with dystonia, which is the third
most common movement disorder after
Parkinson’s disease and tremor. This
neurological disease is characterized
by powerful and painful involuntary
muscle spasms that cause twisting of
the body, repetitive muscle movements
and sustained postural deformities. Al-
though she endured many painful med-
ical procedures to treat her dystonia,
Melissa never once complained. In-
stead, she became a part of the effort
to find a cure for dystonia, so no one
else would have to experience the pain
she suffered in her short life.

Along with her mother Claire, Me-
lissa worked relentlessly to establish
the New Jersey Chapter of the
Dystonia Medical Research Founda-
tion. The chapter today holds many
events to raise funds for dystonia re-
search and promotes awareness of
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dystonia. I would like to salute the
Centrella family for the work they
have done to found and support the
New Jersey Chapter of the foundation.
Today, because of Melissa Centrella,
her family and others who have fought
alongside them against dystonia, we
are closer than ever to a cure.

Mr. President, it is important that
we recognize the fight against
dystonia. Although there is not yet a
cure for dystonia, we will continue the
work of Melissa Centrella and remem-
ber her fight against this disease.®

———————

THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY

e Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
on this 3rd day of June, in the year
2004, I am honored to commemorate
the 250th birthday of Hampshire Coun-
ty. This historically and culturally
rich county showcases the best of West
Virginia, and I am very proud to rep-
resent the citizens of this great county.

Hampshire County has a vibrant his-
tory beginning in the early 1700s, when
tradesmen and hunters eager to begin a
new life settled in the beautiful wilder-
ness. Settlers, such as John and Job
Pearsall, built houses in the area that
would become known as Romney which
has served as the county seat since
1762—some 200-plus years, which is
longer than Washington, DC has served
as our capital city.

The history of Hampshire County en-
compasses many of the great conflicts
in our Nation’s early history. It was
the turmoil of the French and Indian
War that prevented official organiza-
tion of the county in 1757, despite ac-
tual creation several years earlier. In
1794, men from Hampshire County serv-
ing under GEN Daniel Morgan took
part in overcoming the Whiskey Rebel-
lion. These brave men volunteered to
quell the rebellion. The county also en-
dured the Civil War, and was fre-
quently occupied by either Confederate
or Union Armies. In fact, according to
surviving records, Romney changed
hands at least 56 times which is more
frequently than any other city during
the Civil War except for Winchester,
VA.

Only a few years later, in 1870, Hamp-
shire County became home to the State
School for the Deaf and Blind through
the efforts of Professor H.H. Johnson.
The Romney Literary Society donated
several buildings and land for the
school, which was crucial to the deci-
sion regarding the school’s location in
Romney. The school now serves over
275 students on the 40-acre campus, and
plays an integral role in the commu-
nity.

Today, Hampshire County continues
to be a great asset to the State of West
Virginia and our country. Hampshire
County remains a pristine example of
West Virginia’s natural beauty. Its
many rivers and streams flow through
the county and provide residents and
visitors alike with recreational and
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fishing opportunities. An area along
the South Branch of the Potomac
River, known as the Trough, is visited
frequently by those hoping to view the
bald eagles that occupy the area. Ice
Mountain is another excellent location
to observe eagles and the beautiful
West Virginia scenery viewed from its
peak. Ice Mountain contains small
caves where ice can be found through-
out the hot summer days. Hampshire
County is a fine example of all West
Virginia has to offer—its sense of his-
tory and culture, its fine citizens, and
its natural beauty.

Since its beginning, courageous set-
tlers, who returned time and again to
Hampshire County, laid the foundation
that is now a well-known trait of all
West Virginians—loyalty to the State
they love. I am proud to recognize
Hampshire County, WV, on its 250th
anniversary.e

———

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
COLONEL WILLIE J. BROWN

e Mr. MILLER. Mr. President, it is my
pleasure to honor an extraordinary ma-
rine, L'TC Willie J. Brown. Lieutenant
Colonel Brown has served for 29 years,
4 months and 4 days in service to our
Nation. He began his military service
as an ensign in the Navy and later
earned a commission as a second lieu-
tenant in the U.S. Marine Corps. He
has served in times of war and peace,
and throughout he has given a full
measure, as marines are renowned for
doing. His awards include the Meri-
torious Service Medal, Navy and Ma-
rine Corps Achievement Medal, the
Joint Meritorious Unit Award, a Meri-
torious Unit Commendation, the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal with two
stars, and the Sea Service Deployment
Ribbon.

During Lieutenant Colonel Brown’s
last active duty assignment, he served
as a legislative liaison officer in the
Marine Corps’ Office of Legislative Af-
fairs. That office supports Members of
Congress and the congressional com-
mittees on issues relating to the Ma-
rine Corps and the security of our Na-
tion. In this position, Colonel Brown
played a vital role in ensuring that re-
sponses to all inquiries and congres-
sional requests for information and in-
quiries were provided quickly, accu-
rately, and completely; thereby, allow-
ing Members of this body the ability to
readily address issues of national im-
portance.

Some of Lieutenant Colonel Brown’s
many responsibilities included expert
preparation of Marine Corps leadership
for congressional testimony on high-in-
terest military programs and assisting
Members on congressional travel to
visit military installations throughout
the continental United States. His at-
tention to detail in all matters was un-
surpassed, and his complete grasp of
the facets of naval warfare helped to
ensure a bright future for our Marine
Corps.

Prior to joining the Office of Legisla-
tive Affairs, Lieutenant Colonel Brown
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spent the majority of his Marine Corps
career in the aviation field. He started
as a second lieutenant with the 2nd
Marine Aircraft Wing and continued to
rise through the ranks. He went on to
become the commanding officer of Ma-
rine Aviation Logistics Squadron 26.
Under his superb leadership, that
squadron won the wing’s ‘‘Squadron of
the Year’” award for three consecutive
yvears. The commandant also recog-
nized his squadron with the Marine
Corps Quality Improvement Award for
Excellence.

Lieutenant Colonel Brown is a
learned, professional marine, as evi-
denced by his attendance at the School
of Advanced Warfare, and the Marine
Corps Command and Staff College. Fur-
ther, he is a well-rounded, native Geor-
gian who willingly serves his fellow
man. While assigned as the special as-
sistant to the Assistant Secretary of
the Navy for Manpower and Reserve
Affairs, he was awarded the Roy Wil-
kins Distinguished Service Award by
the NAACP. This award is granted each
yvear to one marine who has made per-
sonal sacrifices resulting in significant
contributions in the areas of civil and
human rights.

As a leader of marines, Lieutenant
Colonel Brown has made a lasting con-
tribution to the Marine Corps and will
be sorely missed by those who have had
the opportunity to serve with him. I
join with his friends and family as he
celebrates this richly deserved retire-
ment. I wish him, his wife Cynthia, and
their family my best as he enjoys every
day of this new journey. Semper
Fidelis.®

————

SAMUEL JOHNSON

e Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I
wish to pay tribute to the life of Sam-
uel Johnson, an environmental cham-
pion, an inspired business leader and
one of Wisconsin’s greatest philan-
thropists.

Sam Johnson, who passed away on
May 22, 2004, was known internation-
ally for taking his 118-year-old family
business called Johnson Wax and turn-
ing it into the consumer products
giant, SC Johnson & Son, Inc. Sam was
as generous as he was successful. He
was beloved by his home community of
Racine as well as the entire State of
Wisconsin for his generous donations
to the communities where he did busi-
ness, and to the long list of organiza-
tions and causes that he served. Sam’s
generosity was instrumental in revital-
izing his home community of Racine.

After attending Cornell and Harvard,
Sam served as an Air Force intel-
ligence officer. When Sam returned to
Wisconsin, he joined the family busi-
ness, helping make products like
Pledge and Glade household names.
Sam became the fourth generation to
take over the family business in 1966
and helped it grow into four global
businesses employing over 28,000 people
before retiring in 2000 and leaving the
business to a fifth generation.
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Sam was widely recognized as a de-
fender of the environment. In 1975, he
proactively banned the use of harmful
CFCs in aerosol products 3 years before
the U.S. banned the ozone-harming
substances. He served as chairman of
the board for the Nature Conservancy,
to which he donated $1 million in 1994
and later donated 18,000 acres in Brazil.
In 1993, Fortune Magazine called him
‘“‘corporate America’s leading environ-
mentalist.”

A few years ago, I had the distinct
pleasure of participating in a project
undertaken by Sam, as well as Fisk
and Curt Johnson, two of his children.
Sam and his sons took their piloting
skills to Brazil to recreate and docu-
ment a flight made by Sam’s father,
Herbert, in 1935, while searching for
carnauba palm wax in Brazil. The docu-
mentary that resulted from the trip
was a moving testimony to Sam’s own
troubles with alcoholism and distant
relationship with his father. The film
earned national attention and helped
people across the country deal with
their own problems with alcohol. I was
deeply honored when I was asked to
help host a screening of this incredible
film.

That documentary was just one of
the many achievements for which Sam
Johnson will be remembered and just
one of the many reasons he will be so
deeply missed. I know that I am grate-
ful for his lasting contributions to the
State of Wisconsin, and for his unwav-
ering commitment to the communities
and causes he served so well.e

———

REPORT TO CONGRESS CON-
CERNING THE EXTENSION OF
WAIVER AUTHORITY FOR THE
REPUBLIC OF BELARUS—PM 81

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance:

To the Congress of the United States:

I hereby transmit the document re-
ferred to in subsection 402(d)(1) of the
Trade Act of 1974 (the ‘‘Act’), as
amended, with respect to the continu-
ation of a waiver of application of sub-
sections (a) and (b) of section 402 of the
Act to the Republic of Belarus. This
document constitutes my recommenda-
tion to continue this waiver for a fur-
ther 12-month period and includes my
determination that continuation of the
waiver currently in effect for Belarus
will substantially promote the objec-
tives of section 402 of the Act, and my
reasons for such determination.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 3, 2004.

REPORT TO CONGRESS CON-
CERNING THE EXTENSION OF
WAIVER AUTHORITY FOR VIET-
NAM—PM 83

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
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