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Reagan crumbled walls of oppression in
Europe and rebuilt the American spir-
it. He was forever the gentleman
statesman, a man who thought that
politics, no matter how tough the bat-
tle with your opponent, should never
leave scars.

In the end he bore no ill will to any-
one, and in that mold he was the defi-
nition of a leader, a leader who inspired
confidence in those around him and
who led by example.

He feared not an assassin’s bullet or
political setback because he always
looked to tomorrow, always believed
the best days of America were ahead
beyond the horizon, and that he would
chart the course to take us to a better
tomorrow. We stand here as a testa-
ment to that simple, yet powerful,
truth.

——————

EXPRESSING SORROW AND GRATI-
TUDE TO THE REAGAN FAMILY

(Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I am here to really
just first express my sorrow and my
gratitude to the Reagan family.

Through President Reagan’s opti-
mism and courage and strength, he car-
ried this country from a state of what
some people said was a state of malaise
to further greatness. He understood
and never apologized for his under-
standing that the United States was a
source of good around the world, a
source of freedom around the world.

I recall when he said his famous re-
mark about the evil empire how all of
the experts said he could not say that,
that he was wrong, that they were not
bad. Well, he was right, and he tried
and fought hard and worked hard to
spread freedom across the globe, to
strengthen the United States and,
therefore, also strengthen our allies to
spread freedom.

He succeeded by tearing down the
Berlin Wall, by tearing down the evil
empire, by spreading freedom to mil-
lions of people around the globe.

Mr. Speaker, I am here again in awe
of the life of President Ronald Reagan,
his achievements, his success in
spreading freedom, his success in mak-
ing this country what it is today. The
greatness that we have achieved today,
in great part, is due to the optimism,
the greatness, the spirit of Ronald
Reagan. We can never thank him
enough.

———————

AUTHORIZING USE OF ROTUNDA
OF CAPITOL FOR LYING IN
STATE OF THE REMAINS OF THE
LATE HONORABLE RONALD WIL-
SON REAGAN, FORTIETH PRESI-
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES
Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I move to

suspend the rules and agree to the con-

current resolution (H. Con. Res. 444)

authorizing the use of the rotunda of
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the Capitol for the lying in state of the
remains of the late Honorable Ronald
Wilson Reagan, the fortieth President
of the United States.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 444

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That in recognition of the
long and distinguished service rendered to
the Nation and the world by Ronald Wilson
Reagan, the 40th President of the United
States, the rotunda of the Capitol is author-
ized to be used for the lying in state of the
remains of the late Honorable Ronald
Reagan from June 9 until June 11, 2004. The
Architect of the Capitol, under the direction
of the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives and the President pro tempore of the
Senate, shall take all steps necessary for
carrying out this event.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RADANOVICH). Pursuant to the rule, the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS)
and the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS).

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this may seem like a
routine resolution because we must
pass these resolutions to allow the use
of the rotunda of the Capitol for cer-
tain events, but frankly, this is a very
auspicious moment.

By statute, we have defined how
state funerals are to proceed in this
Nation’s Capital. We have very few of
them. I believe the last one was at the
time of the death of President Lyndon
Johnson of Texas. It is a great honor to
host an event such as this in the ro-
tunda, and today I rise to present a res-
olution which will grant permission to
have the body of President Ronald
Reagan rest in state in the rotunda of
the Capitol so that the Members of
Congress and members of the public
may join in honoring him by viewing
the casket.

This is, as I said, a very auspicious
event, and fortunately, we do not have
to do this often. But it inspires in us,
again, respect for the ideals of our Na-
tion and for the things that we do and
that we believe in.

When President Reagan’s body will
arrive, the casket will be placed on a
caisson, according to tradition and law,
and that horse-drawn procession will
proceed from near the White House to
the Capitol. It will be followed by a
black, riderless horse, indicating a fall-
en leader. The boots on that horse will
be placed in the stirrups backwards, in-
dicating the fallen leader reviewing the
troops behind him. When that arrives
at the Capitol, with great pomp and
circumstance, an honor guard will
present the casket and the body and
carry them inside the Capitol, dis-
playing the casket in the rotunda.

This evening we will have a memo-
rial ceremony, restricted to the Mem-
bers of Congress, in the Rotunda. Fol-
lowing that, the people of this Nation,
anyone who wishes, may stand in line
and view the casket and give their re-
spects to our fallen President.

June 9, 2004

It is my pleasure to be able to
present this resolution honoring Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan and providing the
opportunity for the Members of Con-
gress and for the public to view the
casket and to pay their respects to this
great man. It is the least we can do,
and I wish we could do more because he
did a marvelous job of leading this Na-
tion in a very troubled time. When we
had a broken economy and a dispirited
people, he restored their spirits with
grace, charm and a twinkle in his eye
and eventually helped us prevail over
the Soviet Union, which had threat-
ened us for decades with nuclear weap-
ons.

The world is a far better place be-
cause of Ronald Reagan, what he did,
and the leadership he provided, and it
is my pleasure to present this resolu-
tion and honor him in this way.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
might consume.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great sorrow
that I join the distinguished chairman,
or the appropriate person in his place,
in support of this legislation to author-
ize use of the Capitol rotunda for this
very sad occasion.

O 1030

There can be no more proper use of
the rotunda, the center of the temple
of our democracy, than to honor the
late former President Ronald Reagan
with a state funeral and lying in state.

With this observance, President
Reagan will take his proper place in
the pantheon of American heroes who
have lain in state in this temple, bene-
fiting their vast contributions to the
fabric of our National political life.

Although I did not have the honor to
serve in the Congress during President
Reagan’s term, I greatly admired him
as a statesman, and his skills as the
Great Communicator, and am grateful
for everything he did for our country.

Mr. Speaker, it is especially fitting
that Congress and the Nation pay their
respects to our 40th President in this
temple because several memorable
events of his 8 years in office took
place here. Of course, he delivered all
of his State of the Union messages
right here in this Chamber, including
the one in which he dropped several
pounds of paper onto the rostrum and
urged Congress not to send him any
more massive, catch-all spending bills.

In 1985, President Reagan returned
from a Geneva summit meeting with
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, flew
directly from Andrews Air Force Base
to the Capitol by helicopter, and ad-
dressed a joint session, reporting hope-
ful progress on arms control and reas-
suring the Nation and the world.

Perhaps more relevant to the resolu-
tion before us, many Americans will re-
call that the bitter cold of January 21,
1985, forced President Reagan’s second
inaugural ceremony to come indoors
and take place in the rotunda itself in
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