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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

TRIBUTE TO DR. SHAFFDEEN
AMUWO, Ph.D. MPH ASSOCIATE
DEAN FOR COMMUNITY GOVERN-
MENT AND ALUMNI AFFAIRS,
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2004

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | take
this opportunity to commend and congratulate
Dr. Shaffdeen Amuwo on a very meaningful
and successful career as he approaches re-
tirement. Teaching to me has always been
one of the noblest and most rewarding of all
the professions. | take this position because to
me, when you teach you give a part of your-
self to others who are attempting to move
from one level of being to another.

Dr. Shaffdeen Amuwo migrated to this coun-
try from his native Nigeria to attend school in
an effort to improve his own life and to be in
a position to make life better for others,, Never
one to shirk responsibility or to miss opportuni-
ties, he worked at a number of odd jobs while
attending school and eventually earned both
Ph.D. and MPH degrees.

Dr. Amuwo understood that education re-
quires more than just activity with the class-
room. He took his knowledge and skills out
into the community sharing with common and
ordinary people. He became a prolific proposal
writer and raised substantial sums of money
for programs and instructional activities.
Through his efforts and as a result of his seri-
ous understanding of what public health
should really do, Dr. Amuwo helped to open
up new vistas of understanding and was in-
deed a bridge builder between the school and
the community as well as between his native
African brothers and sisters and the traditional
African American community of Chicago.

Although you are retiring in a formal way,
we expect to see you at all of the meetings
and will continue to make use of your vast
knowledge, skill, and commitment. And as you
go, in the words of an Irish Proverb, “May the
Road rise up to meet you, may the wind al-
ways be at your back, may the Sun shine
warmly upon your face and until we meet
again, may the good Lord hold you in the hol-
low of his hand.”

CONGRATULATIONS CENTRAL
CABARRUS HIGH SCHOOL SOFT-
BALL TEAM

HON. ROBIN HAYES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 16, 2004

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker it is my honor to
rise today to congratulate the Central

Cabarrus High School Softball team on their
victory at the 4A NCHSAA Softball Tour-

nament on June 6th. This is Cabarrus High
School’s fourth state championship win. The
sensational Lady Vikings captured the state
championship title in 1993, 2000, 2001 as 3A
members and now in 2004 as 4A members.

Coached by Monte Sherrill, the team had an
astounding season with an overall record of
32-1. The Lady Vikings claimed their title by
beating Cape Fear with a final score of 1-0.
The team is now ranked 7th nationally by USA
Today and the National Fast-Pitch Coaches
Association. Gina Allen was declared the Most
Valuable Player in the tournament due to her
outstanding job on the pitcher's mound. Allen
tossed a five-hit shutout against Cape Fear to
lead the team to the title.

The Lady Vikings have reached this level of
success by extreme hard work and dedication.
Most of the players stay in shape by con-
tinuing to play year-round on competitive trav-
eling teams. Cabarrus County has done an
excellent job of creating recreational opportu-
nities beyond the high school seasons.

Participating in individual and team sports
can offer tremendous social advantages while
challenging a young person physically and
fostering honest competition. There is also evi-
dence that sports can increase a student’s
self-esteem and academic performance.
Sports allow teenagers to take on leadership
roles, handle adversity, and improve their time
management skills.

The Lady Vikings of Cabarrus County have
succeeded in pushing themselves to be out-
standing athletes and have stood up to the
challenges placed in front of them. They have
come together as a team and shown their
peers that commitment and self-sacrifice can
lead to success. | congratulate them and wish
them continued success next year. We are all
proud of their accomplishments.

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD LEWIS
HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2004

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | am hon-
ored to pay tribute to one of Central Massa-
chusetts’ most devoted athletic directors and
community members, Richard Lewis, who is
retiring from his position as Athletic Director of
Wachusetts Regional High School.

After graduating from the University of Mas-
sachusetts in 1966, Mr. Lewis went on to re-
ceive his Masters in Education from Worcester
State College. He began his career in Western
Massachusetts, followed by 10 years at the
Marlboro Public Schools, before he graced
Wachusetts High School with his services in
1978.

Throughout his years at WMS, Mr. Lewis
has left an outstanding legacy, not only as the
MIAA District E Athletic Chair, but also assist-
ing on several committees such as the MIAA
Baseball Committee. Furthermore, he served
as the director of both the Softball Tournament

in Central Massachusetts as well as MIAA
State Softball.

Along with the many committees Mr. Lewis
has devoted his time to, his contributions to
both the Massachusetts Secondary School
Athletic Directors Association as well as the
community of Central Massachusetts have
earned him well deserved recognition. He has
received the National Interscholastic Award of
Merit both statewide and nationally, as well as
two John E. Young Awards.

Today I, along with the rest of my col-
leagues would like to pay tribute to this strong
community leader and outstanding Athletic Di-
rector, Richard Lewis and we wish him and his
family all the best in the years to come.

————

ADJUSTMENT IN NUMBER OF
FREE ROAMING HORSES PER-
MITTED IN CAPE LOOKOUT NA-
TIONAL SEASHORE

SPEECH OF

HON. WALTER B. JONES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 14, 2004

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| would like to thank the House Leadership for
scheduling H.R. 205 for floor consideration.
This bill would adjust the number of free roam-
ing horsed permitted on Shackleford Banks in
the Cape Lookout National Seashore.
Shackleford Banks is a barrier island off the
coast of North Carolina that has been home to
a herd of wild horses for over three centuries.
In fact, experts believe the herd descended
from Spanish stallions that were shipwrecked
on the island during colonial times.

Over the years, the Shackleford horses
have become an integral part of the natural
and cultural fabric of Eastern North Carolina.
They are treasured by the local community
and adored by the many visitors who come
from across the country to see them.

To protect these beautiful creatures, in 1997
| introduced the Shackleford Banks Wild
Horses Protection Act which the President
later signed into law. The Act directed the De-
partment of the Interior to enter an agreement
with a non-profit group—the Foundation for
Shackleford Horses—to manage the herd. It
also required the Department to allow a herd
of 100 free-roaming horses in the Seashore,
and it set out terms under which horses could
be removed, including a prohibition on re-
moval “unless the number of horses . . . ex-
ceeds 110.”

As the National Park Service and the Foun-
dation began to implement the Act, disagree-
ment erupted over the law’s requirements on
the size of the herd. The Park Service inter-
preted the Act to mean that the herd’s popu-
lation should be kept between 100 and 110.
However, as the author of the legislation, | can
tell you this interpretation was inconsistent
with Congressional intent—which was to allow
the herd to hover above 110.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.




E1150

The Park Service’s interpretation also con-
flicted with the established scientific con-
sensus on the size of the herd. Studies by
world-renowned genetic scientists Dr. Daniel
Rubenstein of Princeton University, and Dr.
Gus Cothran of the University of Kentucky,
confirm that in order to maintain the herd’s
long-term viability, its optimum size is around
120 animals. The experts also agree that the
population should not dip below 110 and that
it should be allowed to expand periodically to
numbers at or above 130 in order to sustain
the proper genetic diversity in the herd. It's im-
portant to note that these numbers are well
within the island’s carrying capacity.

After years of disagreement on the herd
size issue, the Park Service met in the fall of
2002 with the Foundation for Shackleford
Horses, Dr. Rubenstein, Dr. Cothran and other
stakeholders. After two days of meetings, the
parties emerged with an agreement that large-
ly mirrors the scientific understanding of how
the horses should be managed.

H.R. 2055 seeks to codify this scientific con-
sensus into law. It would allow a herd of “not
less than 110 free roaming horses, with a tar-
get population of between 120 and 130 free
roaming horses.” It would also clear up confu-
sion on when horses can be removed from the
island by mandating that removal can only
occur if “carried out as part of a plan to main-
tain the viability of the herd.”

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is supported by
the Park Service, the scientific experts, and
the local community. It is a legislative fix
based on sound science, and | urge my col-
leagues to support it.

——————

H.R. 1811—FAMILY OPPORTUNITY
ACT OF 2003

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2004

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of and as a cosponsor of
H.R. 1811, the Family Opportunity Act. By
passing this legislation we are giving the
States the opportunity of allowing families of
disabled children to purchase Medicaid cov-
erage for them as well as providing treatment
of inpatient psychiatric hospital services for in-
dividuals under age 21 under waivers allowing
for payment of part or all of the cost of home
or community-based services.

This is a great first step of fixing the bias of
institutional care in Medicaid compared to
home or community-based services. Parents
will no longer have to drive hours to visit their
child but instead opt to have them remain at
home or live close by in a community setting
and still receive their Medicaid dollars. Another
great aspect in this legislation is establishing
family-to-family health information centers.
Sometimes just talking or listening to another
person, another family that actually under-
stands what one family is experiencing can
settle nerves and make one feel more com-
fortable with the future challenges they may
face. | commend my colleague from Texas,
Mr. SESSIONS for sponsoring this legislation.

| hope we can continue to work together to
enforce the Olmstead decision and develop
more opportunities for individuals with disabil-
ities over the age of 21 through more acces-
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sible systems of cost-effective community-
based services. | am proud to have introduced
H.R. 2032, the Medicaid Attendant Services
and Supports Act also known as MICASSA
with my friend from lllinois, Mr. SHIMKUS.
MIiCASSA as the Family Opportunity Act
would change the system of long-term care as
we know it today. Nationally, approximately 70
percent of the Federal and State spending still
goes to institutions instead of home or com-
munity settings. Our colleagues in the Senate
held a hearing on MiCASSA, S. 1394, Money
Follows the Person, and the President’s New
Freedom initiative earlier in the year. | urge
my colleagues in the House to hold a similar
hearing.

Mr. Speaker, as | have stated, | support
H.R. 1811 and believe it is a great step to-
wards Olmstead. But it is wrong to provide
such great services to individuals with disabil-
ities that only end once they become adults. |
urge my colleagues to support this bill and
support continuing services for individuals with
disabilities beyond the age of 21.

————

CONCORD ALL-AMERICA CITY
AWARD

HON. ROBIN HAYES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2004

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the good folks of my hometown of Con-
cord, North Carolina as we have been se-
lected for the 2004 All-America City Award.

It has been my distinct honor to represent
the people of Concord since | was first elected
to represent the 8th Congressional District of
North Carolina. This opportunity is especially
dear to me because this is my home town and
where much of my family still resides. In fact,
my family has called Concord home for cen-
turies, and we have had the priviege of
watching our community grow. Concord per-
sonifies the term, “Southern Hospitality,” and
is home to some of the most engaging, wel-
coming, and civically responsible citizens in
the state of North Carolina.

Through the close relationships | have
forged with the citizens of Concord, and the
pride | have in this community, it is truly an
honor for me to highlight this great city today.
Because of Concord’s hard work, the rest of
America is getting to see the positive spirit of
accomplishment that | have been fortunate to
witness my entire life.

The All-America City Award is a 55-year old
program sponsored by the National Civic
League that recognizes civic excellence. The
Award is given annually to 10 communities
that exemplify and display a positive spirit of
grassroots involvement and collaborative prob-
lem solving in an effort to better their commu-
nity.

g)oncord exhibits the American spirit of hard
work and cooperation as we seek to identify
and meet community-wide challenges. Con-
cord is a community where citizens, busi-
nesses, volunteers, and government officials
work together to address issues that are vitally
important to all our citizens. Concord should
take pride in the fact that we have been cho-
sen by this national organization for our hard
work and achievement. Truly, Concord is a
great example for other communities to emu-
late.
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To qualify for the All-American City Award,
Concord representatives first had to submit a
detailed application highlighting the city’s three
most pressing challenges. They are: address-
ing the medical needs of the uninsured and
underinsured, eliminating substandard housing
in the community, and extending the men-
toring and civic responsibility of the Boys and
Girls Club of Concord. Programs such as the
Community Care Plan, Cabarrus Housing
Partners, and the Boys and Girls Club of
America have been designed and imple-
mented to ensure these afore mentioned
areas are addressed.

| am proud to represent such a fine commu-
nity where the citizens come together to solve
problems at a local level rather than waiting
on someone else to fix things. A wise man
once said that there are three types of people
in this world: those who watch what happens,
those who make things happen, and those
who wonder what happened. Rest assured,
the people of my home town, Concord, North
Carolina are people who make good things
happen. It is my honor and privilege to rep-
resent these good folks, and | am thrilled that
the National Civic League recognized the City
of Concord’s success by awarding us the All-
America City Award.

TRIBUTE TO JEFF LONG

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2004

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, today it is
my pleasure to honor one of Massachusetts’
most outstanding and dedicated Athletic Direc-
tors, Jeff Long. After almost 40 years of
coaching and directing, Mr. Lewis has cer-
tainly deserved his retirement years.

He began his commendable career in 1966,
coaching football at Norwich University after
having graduated from Norwich that same
year. Serving as a Lieutenant in the U.S. Army
did not stop him, as he continued to coach
football in Germany in 1967.

Mr. Lewis kept on coaching both track and
football at Dedham High School until 1973
when he began his run at Marlboro High. Ten
years later he was appointed as the School’s
Athletic Director, and took on an array of other
leadership roles. Some of these roles included
serving on the Executive Board of the Mass
Secondary School Athletic Directors Associa-
tion to which he was appointed president in
1997-98, as well as being appointed Presi-
dent of the MIAA in 2002.

All of his hard work has paid off over the
years as he has been recognized with several
awards and nominations—a few of which in-
clude Athletic Director of the Year in 1991, the
National Football Foundation and Hall of Fame
Distinguished Service Award in 1994, and the
National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators
Association State Award of Merit.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to recognize
such an outstanding professional, so passion-
ately committed to his work. With the retire-
ment of Jeff Long Marlboro High says good-
bye to one it's most effective and talented
leaders, and | along with my colleagues wish
him and his family all the best in the years to
come.
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PRECIOUS PATRIOTISM

HON. WALTER B. JONES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2004

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| am honored to share an essay with you
today, it was written by a young man from the
3rd District of North Carolina which | proudly
represent. James Waters, a 10th grade stu-
dent at West Carteret High School in More-
head City, NC, submitted his essay in a con-
test held by the Fleet Reserve Association and
was chosen as an overall winner. | feel his
words embody the spirit of what it means to
be an American.

PRECIOUS PATRIOTISM
(By James Waters)

On the morning of April 19, 1775, American
colonists fought their first battle with the
British redcoats, a prelude to the bloody
American Revolution. What incited these av-
erage colonists with the heart to stand up to
the entire British army? What possessed
them to break away from the tyrannical
country of Great Britain? The name of this
ever-living phenomenon is patriotism.

As people develop a profound pride for
their country, patriotism develops simulta-
neously as a side effect. Patriotism is the
heart-willing urge to defend the pillars of
justice, opportunity, and equality that our
nation symbolizes. Although America is
young, she has faced influential conflicts
throughout the past centuries. America is
continually facing global obstacles at this
very moment. Patriotism can be defined as
forever standing with America through tur-
moil and supporting all that is to be asked of
America’s citizens for the growth of our
country. Citizens can illustrate patriotism
by striving for individual success. Patriotism
is a synonym for staying informed and par-
ticipating in government as an active cit-
izen. As a zealous patriot of our nation, I will
voice my opinion of issues. I will go to the
polls to vote, and I will preserve to be a pro-
ductive citizen.

My patriotism comprises the values of re-
spect. Our country has progressed as it has
due to generations of others. Patriotism is
vividly evident in our nation’s veterans. I
will support our veterans who have exempli-
fied their own patriotism and those who have
paid the ultimate price of freedom—Ilife. Pa-
triotism is leaving home to fight for just
ideas, not knowing if you will return. It is
enduring bullets in a battle. It is sleeping on
the front lines with the uncertainty of wak-
ing up. All veterans deserve the maximum
quantity of respect as we continue to live
under their previous endeavors.

Patriotism is embedded within the citizens
of America. Patriotism shapes the citizens
and all-around morale of America. America
is a block of ice. Patriotism is the chisel
that shapes America into a beautiful sculp-
ture that stands for liberty and justice for
all.

———

THE ENERGY POLICY ACT OF 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 2004

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, as ranking member
of the Subcommittee on Energy and Minerals
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Resources of the Committee on Resources, |
rise, once again, in disappointed opposition to
H.R. 4503/H.R. 6.

The bill before us today is nearly identical to
the Conference Report on the Energy Policy
Act of 2003—absent of any new ideas that
would ensure a more secure energy future for
America; but with all of the same fatal flaws
that would force “mom-and-pop-taxpayer”’ to
fatten the already sizeable bottom line of
some of our Nation’s largest oil companies
and pay for the clean-up of MTBE contami-
nated groundwater. | won’t spend more of
Congress’ precious time listing all of my objec-
tions to this bill, but will simply include the
statements | made last year on H.R. 6 for the
record.

But let me just say, Mr. Speaker, that there
is no question our Nation needs a comprehen-
sive and balanced energy plan—one that
weens us off of our shaky strategic depend-
ence of Middle Eastern oil toward more sus-
tainable, cleaner, and renewable sources. Un-
fortunately, this bill—like last year’s budget-
busting behemoth—does not get us there.

There are, however, some worthy provisions
in these bills that have wide, bipartisan sup-
port. So, instead of political grandstanding, |
urge the House leadership to separate and
pass these important measures.

One such example is the mandatory reli-
ability standards, which would punish utilities
who violate rules designed to limit how much
electricity can be sold over the Nation’s aging
power grid. This measure could be perfected
and passed by Congress today if it was al-
lowed to be considered separately. The reli-
ability of our Nation’s interconnected power
grid is critical to our economy and our secu-
rity, but has been left at risk. In fact, Energy
Secretary Spencer Abraham was recently re-
ported as saying “the U.S. power grid is in
better shape than before last August's mas-
sive blackout but remains vulnerable this sum-
mer.”

Another widely supported proposal is the re-
newable fuels standard provision. This meas-
ure would increase the requirement that gaso-
line sold in the United States contain a speci-
fied volume of clean-burning ethanol or bio-
diesel. Under this measure, the annual aver-
age volume of renewable fuel additives would
incrementally increase, starting at 3.1 billion
gallons in 2005 and reaching 5 billion gallons
in 2012—two and a half times the current re-
quirement.

The American Farm Bureau has estimated
the renewable fuels standard will have a sig-
nificant economic stimulus tool for rural Amer-
ica by adding $4.5 billion to net farm income;
create the need for $5.3 billion in rural captial
investments; and create 216,000 new jobs.
Ethanol and biodiesel are just two broad-
based, diversified, environmentally friendly en-
ergy products American agriculture can
produce. | have long stated that empowering
U.S. farmers to assume a greater role in pro-
ducing renewable fuels is a win-win situation
deserving congressional support. Unfortu-
nately, even though this provision has the con-
sensus approval of Republicans and Demo-
crats alike, House leadership has steadfastly
refused to move it separately.

Mr. Speaker, | urge Members to oppose this
bill and immediately move to work bipartisanly
to pass these widely supported, and much
needed provisions.
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HONORING ALICIA WALTER

HON. HENRY J. HYDE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2004

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, on June 1, 14-
year-old Alicia Walter delivered the Valedic-
torian address for the graduating class at St.
Damian’s Elementary School in Oak Forest, II-
linois. This young lady demonstrates wisdom
well beyond her years and | am pleased to
share it with my colleagues.

VALEDICTORIAN ADDRESS PRESENTED BY

ALICIA WALTER TO THE ST. DAMIAN ELEMEN-

TARY SCHOOL CLASS OF 2004

Father Meany, Father Scanlan, Father
Stuglik, Miss Wesolowski, Mrs. Kane, Father
McCarthy, Mrs. Nagle, Faculty, Parents, and
Fellow Classmates: Welcome. Tonight, we
find ourselves sitting in the midst of one of
the most bittersweet moments we have yet
to endure. Thoughts of worry, sorrow, stress
and regret ricochet off the back of our eye-
lids, yet we are compelled to celebrate.
Chaos is persisting its way through our
veins, obliged only by our own perplexed
hearts. We all have our own emotional strug-
gles tonight, and I hope some of mine that I
share relate to some of yours.

I believe that one of the most empowering
factors behind our sadness lies in each and
every one of our memories from St. Damian.
Too many spectacular moments have passed
without our realization, and now it is time
to finally recognize some of them. Times of
substantial happiness and real warmth have
come out from within these doors. Picnics,
school assemblies, field trips, club meetings,
and the comfortable safety of general class
time have generated stories we tell over and
over, and jokes that never cease to be funny.

As we smile subconsciously about times
that made us appreciate the vibrant life that
was given to us, we remember the times that
were not nearly as convenient as these.
Times where day after day we had to pick
each other up and carry us over to tomorrow.
Times where the only way we could make it
right again was to give out genuine hugs and
a vacant shoulder. Each of us carries several
chapters full of these moments, in our per-
sonal book of life. Those chapters have been
written in stone, whether or not we would
like it to be so, but it is the very same chap-
ters that exemplify the person we are now.
How we reacted to our troubles, how we
grabbed the hand of a friend temporarily
fallen behind, and how we left behind the
charred remains of supposed impossibilities
extended the extremes of just how much we
can bear.

Our friends have provided a huge portion of
backing throughout our lives, but we would
never be able to live without the unseen but
consistent encouragement from God. St.
Damian School has instilled a solid belief on
basic moralities, real love of humanity, and
simply right and wrong in all of its students.
Basic religion fundamentals, such as these,
as well as faith in the Lord, have raised us
up, especially when our friends did not have
the strength to. The entire faculty here has
demonstrated these Catholic qualities, as
they have walked through their own lives
practicing what they teach.

St. Damian School has noticeably im-
pacted the mold of what we symbolize, so it
is very apparent how much thanks we owe to
the school. Behind the school, though, we
walk into our homes, to find the other cru-
cial components of our support system. Yes,
there we see the family members that are
constantly free to relieve us of whatever
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problems we are facing. Most importantly,
we see our parents. The producers. The cre-
ators. The people that selected St. Damian
School, knowing the kind of education and
religious teachings that would come our way
here. They chose wisely, and for that we will
be in eternal debt, but the first step we make
in repayment is a heartfelt ‘“Thank you.”
Sometimes it may seem like a clear-cut,
simple thanks is not enough, but I think
even a small compensation represents all of
the aspects we do not know how to express,
all of the thoughts we are afraid to admit.

In just a short while, we will be holding, in
our own hands, the evidence of our com-
pleted years here at St. Damian. This evi-
dence will be the trial winner to bring us to
our next quest: high school. A valley of
chances to recommit to previous promises
and resolutions, high school will challenge
us in ways we have never even faced before.
We will be presented with opportunities we
never realized we could have. Each of us will
take up our own pick, and slowly begin to
etch the rest of our lives into the caves of
the Earth’s past, present and future. Years
from now, who knows how many humans will
look back at those caves and be inspired to
carry on their own lives in such a respect-
able manner? To the Class of 2004: As a small
portion of every one of your support sys-
tems, I encourage you to accept the pande-
monium of the present, and to thrust your
pick into stone before more disarray throws
itself upon us. I am incredibly proud of all of
us for absolutely everything we have
achieved together, and I am sure you are as
well. I know the essential beliefs we all hold
will guarantee us a prosperous future, both
physically and spiritually. Finally, con-
gratulations to one and all, the distinguished
St. Damian Class of 2004!!

———

THE RONALD REAGAN ALZ-
HEIMER’S BREAKTHROUGH ACT
OF 2004

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2004

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, today | am
proud to be joining Senators BOND and MIKUL-
SKI, and my House colleagues, Representa-
tives CHRIS SMITH and ED MARKEY, in intro-
ducing the Ronald Reagan Alzheimer’'s Break-
through Act of 2004. This legislation will sig-
nificantly increase our government’s invest-
ment in Alzheimer’s disease research and pa-
tient and caregiver support initiatives.

As a son whose mother suffers from Alz-
heimer’s, | know personally the sacrifice—both
financially and emotionally—of families caring
for a parent with this horrific disease. It is the
story of so many Hispanics in this nation—a
story of so many Americans. My family fled
Cuba to come to find freedom in the United
States. My mother worked her entire life as a
seamstress in the factories of New Jersey.
She spends half of her Social Security check
on prescription drugs. If it was not for my sis-
ter and me, she would not live with the dignity
she deserves.

Because of my personal experience with
Alzheimer's, | have always admired Nancy
and Ronald Reagan’s strength and persever-
ance throughout the President’s battle with
this heart-wrenching and devastating illness.
By having gone public, Ronald Reagan in-
creased awareness of this debilitating disease,
providing hope, comfort, and companionship
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to 4.5 million Americans living with Alzheimer’s
today. We feel there is no more fitting tribute
to honor President Reagan’s memory than to
join together in a bipartisan manner and sup-
port the Ronald Reagan Alzheimer's Break-
through Act.

Today, Alzheimer's disease is the most
common cause of dementia in older people.
One in ten people over 65 and nearly half
those over 85, suffer from Alzheimer's dis-
ease. And with the aging of our population, we
can expect those numbers to increase. In fact,
unless scientific research finds a way to pre-
vent or cure the disease, it is estimated that
between 11.3 and 16 million people in the
U.S. will have Alzheimer’s disease by the mid-
dle of the 21st century.

Just a few weeks ago, |, along with the Alz-
heimer’s Association, released a report that fo-
cuses on the impact of Alzheimer's on His-
panics. The report predicts that, because His-
panics are the fastest growing population in
the country and have the greatest life expect-
ancy of any ethnic group, the community will
experience a six-fold increase in the disease
by 2050. In numbers, this means that 1.3 mil-
lion Hispanics will have Alzheimer's disease
by 2050, compared to fewer than 200,000 cur-
rently living with the disease.

The legislation introduced today will in-
crease National Institute of Health funding to
$1.4 billion a year so we can continue to ad-
vance our ability to one day prevent, treat, and
ultimately cure this disease. This increase is
necessary if we are going to be serious about
reducing both the physical and economic
costs of Alzheimer’s. According to experts, de-
laying the onset and progression of Alz-
heimer’s for even 5 years could save as much
as $50 billion in annual health care costs. Alz-
heimer's costs American businesses more
than $36.5 billion annually due to lost produc-
tivity of employees who are caregivers and the
health care costs associated with the disease.

Alzheimer's is a far-reaching disease and a
serious strain on families because it not only
affects families’ lives, jobs, and finances, but
also their mental and physical well-being. In
response, this legislation provides a tax credit
of up to $3,000 to help pay the expenses of
families who care for loved ones with long-
term care needs.

In addition, this bill increases authorization
levels for a series of programs to help families
care for their loved ones; increases funding
levels for research initiatives focused on pre-
vention and care; and authorizes funding for a
public education campaign to inform the public
about prevention techniques.

Congress needs to make wise investments
on behalf of the American people. Alzheimer’s
research is one of those important and critical
investments we must make now, so that future
generations of Americans will have the med-
ical resources and knowledge to cope with the
challenge of caring for a parent, family mem-
ber, or friend living with this disease. By mak-
ing this investment today, it is my hope that
one day soon a cure will be found so Alz-
heimer's will be a part of medical history in-
stead of a family’s reality.
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SUPPORTING RESPONSIBLE FA-
THERHOOD AND ENCOURAGING
GREATER INVOLVEMENT OF FA-
THERS IN THE LIVES OF THEIR
CHILDREN

SPEECH OF

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 14, 2004

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam Speaker, it is
startling when one in three children are raised
“fatherless”, but it is part of our reality. Nu-
merous studies have shown the devastating
effects on children when fathers did not play
an active role in their child’s life. For these
reasons, although, it is important to discuss
the interactions of mother and child, we can-
not forget the interactions of the whole family
and the inclusion of fathers.

As the Committee on Education and the
Workforce discussed the reauthorization of
Head Start, | was able to have A Fatherhood
Initiative amendment incorporated into the bill.
The initiative is intended to strengthen the role
of fathers in families, in their child’s life, and
allow them to play an interactive role in their
child’s development and education. By getting
fathers involved during their child’s early
years, we hope it will set the precedent for a
lifetime of bonding and positive interaction be-
tween the two. Within this initiative and after
the general outreach to father, the fathers will
be included in home visits and targeted for
more participation.

Although we would hope that all fathers
would take part in their child’s life, it is not al-
ways the case. This is why my amendment
extends the father initiative to father figures as
well to make sure that the male role model is
firm in a child’s life, whether it is an older
brother, uncle, grandfather or step-parent.

Madam Speaker, as we get ready to cele-
brate Father's Day on Sunday, we hope that
more fathers will step up to their important role
as a parent. Yet, it is also a day to give great
praise, support and to celebrate the fathers in
our Nation that never gave up, never backed
down and have always been fathers and dad-
dies to their children. Overall, our focus should
be on the child—and to fully bring awareness
of the best well-being of a child, we must put
our efforts on strengthening the whole family.

————

FAIR OPPORTUNITY FOR THE LIT-
TLE GUY UNDER EMINENT DO-
MAIN

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2004

Mr. FILNER. Mr Speaker, | rise today to
urge support of H.R. 4603, the Eminent Do-
main Relief for the Little Guy Act. | have intro-
duced this bill to address a current law that
makes the hardship of being forced to sell
property to the government under eminent do-
main even more difficult.

The use of eminent domain is authorized in
the Constitution and has been used through-
out our Nation’s history to acquire the property
necessary to build roads, schools, military
bases, and government buildings. However,
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that these projects serve the greater good
must seem little consolation to an owner
whose property comes under threat of eminent
domain. Eminent domain can derail a property
owner’s life plan, erasing years of hard work
spent getting a business off of the ground or
building a home.

The Constitution makes it clear that a prop-
erty owner forced to sell under eminent do-
main is entitled to “just compensation.” While
it is debatable whether any compensation can
be truly just, it seems that, at the very least,
the government owes a seller a fair price for
their property and the opportunity to rethink
their plan and to move on with their life.

Current tax law related to gain on sale of
property under eminent domain denies sellers
the opportunity to decide how they would like
to move on with their life. It mandates that
sellers must pay taxes on income from sale
under eminent domain unless they reinvest
their money in real estate within 3 years. So
not only is the government forcing property
owners to sell their property, it is also telling
them what to do with the money from that
sale.

The Eminent Domain Relief for the Little
Guy Act will remedy this by removing the cur-
rent requirement that a seller must reinvest in
real estate. This will make sale of all real
property by an individual or a small business
under eminent domain tax exempt, meaning
that the seller can use their income to start a
business, invest in the stock market, save for
retirement, or, if they choose, reinvest in real
estate. Many will indeed choose to buy a new
home or to move their business to a new loca-
tion. But fairness dictates that this should be
their decision.

| urge my colleagues to support H.R. 4603
and make sure the little guys and gals who
are forced to sell under eminent domain are
allowed the flexibility in spending their income
that they need and deserve.

————

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN DOUG
HUGHES, USN.

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2004

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to an outstanding Naval
Officer, Captain Doug Hughes, and to recog-
nize his dedicated service to our Nation as he
prepares to complete his service in the United
States Navy. It is a great honor for me to take
this opportunity to thank Captain Hughes and
his family for his 24 years of distinguished
service to our Nation for which he has proudly
and selflessly served in the defense of free-
dom.

It was during his last assignment as director
of the Secretary of the Navy’s Appropriation’s
Liaison office, that | first came to know Cap-
tain Hughes. In this capacity, he has proved to
be an invaluable link between the Secretary
and the Chief of Naval Operations to me, my
staff, and to the professional staff of the Ap-
propriations Committee. Captain Hughes has
escorted me and other Members of Congress
on several occasions as we traveled both
home and abroad to review military operations
and confirm the health and welfare of our
troops.
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On every occasion, Captain Hughes per-
formed his duties in an exacting and precise
manner. But far more important to me and the
members of the Appropriations Committee
was the insight he shared with us concerning
matters of national security and the Depart-
ment of the Navy. He clearly understands the
role of the Navy in providing for our Nation’s
security and stability, as well as serving as an
ambassador for American values throughout
the world.

We have always been able to count on
Captain Hughes’ candor, intelligence, and
steadfast devotion to duty mixed in with a flair
of humor. He was an invaluable asset to me
in Congressional deliberations in all matters
regarding our Armed Forces and his perspec-
tive on the needs of the Nation with respect to
our sea services will be sorely missed.

Mr. Speaker, we all know that behind every
service member there stands a strong and
supportive family so | also want to recognize
the Hughes family: his lovely wife Nancy, and
his children, Reggie and Lee. They have been
stalwart partners in his service to the United
States. We can ill afford to forget that it is the
strength of family, and indeed their love and
support, that make it possible to honorably
serve in uniform. My wife Beverly and | have
the highest respect for those families who sup-
port and enable their sons, daughters, hus-
bands, and wives to serve in uniform. We ap-
preciate and honor all the men and women
who have served, and continue to serve, in
defense of freedom.

In closing, my colleagues on the Appropria-
tions Committee and | want to express our
thanks and appreciation for the special con-
tribution Captain Doug Hughes has made to
the United States Navy. We wish Captain
Hughes and his family continued success and
the traditional naval wish of “fair winds and
following seas” as he closes out his distin-
guished military career.

————

TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF
GOLDEN TEMPLE ATTACK

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2004

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, this
month marks the 20th anniversary of one of
the most brutal attacks in history, the Indian
government’s military attack on the Golden
Temple, which is the center and seat of the
Sikh religion. Attacking the Golden Temple is
the equivalent of attacking the Vatican or
Mecca.

The Golden Temple was under siege from
June 3 to June 6, 1984, under a Congress
Party government led by Indira Gandhi, whose
daughter-in-law Sonia Gandhi is now the
President of the Congress Party and its floor
leader in Parliament.

As you know, the supposedly secular Con-
gress Party was recently swept back into
power in India’s elections. But for minorities, it
doesn’t really matter whether the Congress
Party or the just-ousted Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is in power. Ei-
ther way, the repression continues. Although
there is a Sikh Prime Minister in India, he has
no real power. He is at the mercy of Mrs.
Gandhi. India continues to hold 52,268 Sikh
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political prisoners without charge, trial, or ac-
cess to legal counsel, according to the Move-
ment Against State Repression (MASR.) India
has murdered over 250,000 Sikhs since June
1984. Another 50,000 have “disappeared.”
These are not the tactics of a democracy, Mr.
Speaker. They are the tactics of a police state.
What is India afraid of? Are they scared of a
little free speech?

125 other Sikh Gurdwaras were also at-
tacked at the same time. In all, over 20,000
Sikhs were murdered in this brutal attack,
known as Operation Bluestar. These included
major spokesmen for Sikh freedom such as
Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, General
Shabeg Singh, and others. The Sikh holy
scriptures, the Guru Granth Sahib, written in
the time that the ten Sikh Gurus lived, was
shot full of bullet holes by the Indian forces.
Young Sikh boys, ages 8 to 13, were taken
out in the courtyard and asked whether they
supported Khalistan, the independent Sikh
state. When they answered with the Sikh reli-
gious incantation “Bole So Nihal,” they were
shot to death.

The Golden Temple attack made it clear
that there is no place for Sikhs in supposedly
secular and democratic India. As
Bhindranwale himself said, “If India attacks
the Golden Temple, it will lay the foundation
stone for Khalistan.” On October 7, 1987,
Khalistan formally declared itself independent
from India. India claims that there is no sup-
port for Khalistan. Then let them test the issue
democratically at the ballot box by holding a
free and fair plebiscite in Punjab, Khalistan on
the subject of independence.

The Sikh Nation had sovereignty before,
from 1710 to 1716 and from 1765 to 1849. No
Sikh representative has ever signed India’s
constitution. The Sikhs have a heritage of
freedom from their Gurus and they will be free
again. Iraq is becoming a free country and will
soon have a representative government. In the
21st century, you cannot suppress people for
long. The people must determine their own
fate. Only a free Khalistan will enable the
Sikhs to live in peace, freedom, dignity, and
prosperity. This cannot happen as long as
their homeland is under Indian control.

If the Sikhs were the only victims of Indian
repression, that would be bad enough. They
are not. India has killed over 300,000 Chris-
tians in Nagaland since 1947. It has killed
priests, raped nuns, attacked Christian
schools, prayer halls, and festivals, expelled
and killed missionaries, and carried out other
atrocities against the Christian community. In
short, it is not safe to be a Christian in India
today. India has killed over 87,000 Muslims in
Kashmir since 1988. Between 2,000 and
5,000 Muslims were massacred in Gujarat
while the police were ordered to stand aside.
Even India’s own Human Rights Commission
found evidence that the government pre-
planned the Gujarat massacre. Amnesty Inter-
national says that tens of thousands of minori-
ties are being held as political prisoners.

This is unacceptable in any country, Mr.
Speaker, especially a country that proclaims
itself democratic. The Sikhs cannot forget or
forgive the brutal Golden Temple attack. Nei-
ther can the other minorities forget the bru-
tality that has been done to them. That is why
America must act. Not one dollar of U.S. aid
should be provided to India until basic human
rights are respected. India can start by releas-
ing all its political prisoners. We should also
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demand that India hold a free and fair plebi-
scite on the issue of independence for
Khalistan, for Kashmir, for Nagaland, and for
all the nations seeking their freedom. Multi-
national states like India are inherently unsta-
ble, as the examples of Austria-Hungary and
the Soviet Union show. And the essence of
democracy is the right to self-determination. It
is time for the United States to take a stand
for democracy, freedom, and stability.

Mr. Speaker, on June 5, the Council of
Khalistan sponsored a demonstration to com-
memorate the Golden Temple attack. | would
like to have the text of the Council of
Khalistan’s Press Release regarding this event
placed into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD fol-
lowing my statement.

[Press Release from the Council of Khalistan
June 5, 2004]
SIKHS COMMEMORATE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF
GOLDEN TEMPLE ATTACK

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Sikhs from Philadel-
phia, Florida, New Jersey, Maryland, Vir-
ginia, and elsewhere on the East Coast came
to Washington, D.C. to commemorate the
twentieth anniversary of the Indian govern-
ment’s brutal military attack on the Golden
Temple, the center and seat of the Sikh reli-
gion, and 125 other Sikh Gurdwaras through-
out Punjab, in which over 20,000 Sikhs were
murdered. They chanted slogans such as
“India  out of Khalistan”, ‘‘Khalistan
Zindabad’’, and others.

During the attack, young boys ages 8 to 13
were taken outside and asked if they sup-
ported Khalistan, the independent Sikh
country. When they answered with the Sikh
religious incantation ‘“Bole So Nihal,”” they
were shot. The Guru Granth Sahib, the Sikh
holy scriptures, written in the time of the
Sikh Gurus, were shot full of bullet holes
and burned by the Indian forces.

The Golden Temple attack was a brutal
chapter in India’s repression of the Sikhs,
according to Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh,
President of the Council of Khalistan, the
government pro tempore of Khalistan, which
leads the struggle for Khalistan’s independ-
ence. ‘‘This brutal attack clarified that there
is no place in India for Sikhs,” Dr. Aulakh
said. On October 7, 1987, Khalistan declared
its independence from India.

‘““Sant Bhindranwale said that attacking
the Golden Temple would lay the foundation
stone of Khalistan, and he was right,” said
Dr. Aulakh. “Instead of crushing the Sikh
movement for Khalistan, as India intended,
the attack strengthened it,” he said. ‘‘Just
last year, Sardar Atinder Pal Singh, a
former Member of Parliament, held a sem-
inar on Khalistan in Punjab. It was well at-
tended and featured outstanding presen-
tations, including one by Professor Gurtej
Singh, IAS, Professor of Sikhism,”’ said Dr.
Aulakh. “The flame of freedom still burns
bright in the hearts of Sikhs despite the de-
ployment of over half a million Indian troops
to crush it,”” he said. ‘‘Dal Khalsa, a Sikh po-
litical party, held marches through Punjab
demanding the establishment of an inde-
pendent Khalistan.”

History shows that multinational states
such as India are doomed to failure. Coun-
tries like Austria-Hungary, India’s longtime
friend the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, Czecho-
slovakia, and others prove this point. India
is not a single country; it is a polyglot like
those countries, thrown together for the con-
venience of the British colonialists. It is
doomed to break up as they did.

The Indian government has murdered over
250,000 Sikhs since 1984, more than 300,000
Christians since 1948, over 87,000 Muslims in
Kashmir since 1988, and tens of thousands of
Tamils, Assamese, Manipuris, Dalits, and
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others. The Indian Supreme Court called the
Indian government’s murders of Sikhs
“worse than a genocide.”

Indian police arrested human-rights activ-
ist Jaswant Singh Khalra after he exposed
their policy of mass cremation of Sikhs, in
which over 50,000 Sikhs have been arrested,
tortured, and murdered, then their bodies
were declared unidentified and secretly cre-
mated. He was murdered in police custody.
His body was not given to his family. The po-
lice never released the body of former
Jathedar of the Akal Takht Gurdev Singh
Kaunke after SSP Swaran Singh Ghotna
murdered him. Ghotna has never been
brought to trial for the Jathedar Kaunke
murder. No one has been brought to justice
for the kidnapping and murder of Jaswant
Singh Khalra.

According to a report by the Movement
Against State Repression (MASR), 52,268
Sikhs are being held as political prisoners in
India without charge or trial. Some have
been in illegal custody since 1984! ‘‘These
prisoners never committed any crime but
peacefully speaking out for Sikh freedom,”’
said Dr. Aulakh. ‘““What is a democracy doing
holding political prisoners?,”” he asked.
“This alone shows that for Sikhs and other
minorities, there is no democracy, no free-
dom of speech.”’

‘“As Professor Darshan Singh, a former
Jathedar of the Akal Takht, said, ‘If a Sikh
is not a Khalistani, he is not a Sikh’,” Dr.
Aulakh noted. ‘“We must continue to pray
for and work for our God-given birthright of
freedom,” he said. ‘“Without political power,
religions cannot flourish and nations per-
ish.”

——————

TRIBUTE TO THE LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE OF WOMEN RELI-
GIOUS AND THEIR STATEMENT
ON IRAQI PRISONER ABUSE

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2004

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
place in our Nation’s RECORD the statement
issued by the Leadership Conference of
Women Religious on May 7, 2004, regarding
the abuse of Iraqi prisoners at Abu Ghraib
Prison.

The Leadership Conference of Women Reli-
gious joins its voice with other faith-based
organizations and human rights groups in
expressing our abhorrence and shame at the
abuse perpetrated on Iraqi prisoners by some
members of the U.S. military. These inexcus-
able atrocities violate our common human-
ity.

We do not accept the explanation of our
government leaders that these acts were the
behavior of a few individuals. Rather, we see
these abusive actions as symptomatic of a
deeper, pervasive sickness. All of us share
the responsibility and the blame—the sol-
diers who performed these heinous acts, mili-
tary officials who have oversight for the
treatment of prisoners, U.S. government offi-
cials who ignored reports of these abuses,
and all of us who have contributed in some
way to our culture of violence.

The Leadership Conference of Women Reli-
gious, an organization representing 73,000
Catholic women religious in the TUnited
States, urges that the following actions be
taken to begin to address these serious viola-
tions of human dignity and human rights:

Now that President Bush has issued a late
and limited apology for the abusive treat-
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ment of Iraqi prisoners, that there be a thor-
ough investigation, and that the results be
made public

That this investigation include any per-
sonnel regardless of rank or office who had
knowledge of these atrocities and allowed
them to continue with impunity

That any military, intelligence, or pri-
vately contracted personnel found to have
engaged in or encouraged acts of torture or
inhumane treatment be prosecuted

That there be a complete and public Con-
gressional oversight hearing and investiga-
tion into the treatment of all detainees held
by the U.S. military anywhere in the world,
an investigation which will allow Members
of Congress to exercise their powers and
rights to enable the balance of power to be
restored

That all prisoners held by the United
States be granted access to international
monitoring groups such as the Red Cross, the
Red Crescent, Amnesty International, and
the United Nations

That U.S. government and military offi-
cials make a commitment to protect the
human dignity and rights of the Iraqi people.

As leaders of religious congregations we
reach out to our Muslim sisters and brothers.
We grieve with you. We share your outrage.
We will continue to pray and work for social
justice, peace, and respect for human dignity
and human rights of all people. As a nation
we share in the shame. Together we must
work to assure that these abuses never hap-
pen again.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the words of the Leadership Con-
ference of Women Religious and all they rep-
resent as we work toward human rights for all
individuals around the world.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF EARL
GILLIAM, A TRUE SAN DIEGO
HERO

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2004

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker and colleagues, |
rise to honor a truly great San Diego leader.
Judge Earl B. Gilliam made a positive impact
on San Diego as a judge, a teacher, and a
community leader. | have introduced a bill
(H.R. 4474) that will appropriately honor him
by putting his name on a new post office in
my district.

Earl Gilliam grew up in southeast San
Diego. His parents owned a fish market on Im-
perial Avenue where he worked when he was
not attending San Diego High School. He went
on to complete his undergraduate education at
San Diego State University before moving on
to Hastings Law School.

Shortly after being admitted to the California
Bar in 1957, he was appointed Deputy District
Attorney in San Diego. He became the first Af-
rican-American judge appointed to the San
Diego bench 6 years later and was named
Presiding Judge of the San Diego Municipal
Court in 1971. Governor Jerry Brown named
him to the California Superior Court in 1975
and President Jimmy Carter appointed him to
serve on the United States District Court for
the Southern District of California in 1980. He
served there for over 20 years, until his pass-
ing in 2001.

In his long, distinguished career Judge
Gilliam presided over numerous noteworthy
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trials of regional and national importance:
Whether these cases dealt with drug traf-
ficking, fraud, tax evasion, bribery, or civil mat-
ters, Judge Gilliam’s fair and professional ap-
proach to the law laid the foundation for his
solid reputation both within and outside the
legal community.

In addition to his contributions in the court-
room, Judge Gilliam also made his mark in the
classroom. The Thomas Jefferson School of
Law recruited Judge Gilliam as an adjunct pro-
fessor. With his background in business, eco-
nomics, and civil, criminal, and trial law, he
proved to be an inspirational and devoted in-
structor for the numerous courses he taught
there over the next 24 years. So much so that
the school’'s moot courtroom has been dedi-
cated in his honor.

Judge Gilliam gave his time and effort to his
community in countless ways. He served on
the boards of numerous organizations ranging
from the San Diego Urban League to the Uni-
versity of California, San Diego to the
Y.M.C.A. The community, in turn, has honored
Judge Gilliam repeatedly with an unbelievably
long, diverse list of awards that attest to his
unrelenting success in making a difference in
San Diego.

In 1982, the San Diego African American
Lawyer's Organization honored Judge Gilliam
by changing its name to the Earl B. Gilliam
Bar Association. Today, they carry on his leg-
acy by working within our community to de-
fend the rights of African-Americans, combat
racism and poverty, and foster integrity in the
legal community.

Judge Gilliam truly was a hero who worked
for all of San Diego. | am glad to have the
privilege of introducing this legislation to name
a post office in his honor and | hope my col-
leagues will support me in celebrating his
many achievements.

————

ENERGY POLICY ACT OF 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 2004

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, while
| am voting against the Energy Policy Act of
2004, | believe its provisions regarding alter-
native vehicles and fuels introduce valuable in-
centives that would help protect our air quality,
limit fuel consumption, and reduce our de-
pendence on foreign oil.

These provisions would make the cleanest
vehicles available today more affordable by
providing a credit for the purchaser of new
qualified fuel cell, hybrid, or other alternative
fuel motor vehicle, as well as a new credit for
qualified biodiesel fuel mixtures. With signifi-
cant fuel economy and low tailpipe emissions,
alternative-fuel and advanced-technology vehi-
cles help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
and cut fuel consumption.

What our country needs is a national energy
policy that will promote conservation, and also
improve our economy and reduce our growing
dependence on foreign oil. We need a plan
that safeguards our natural resources, and re-
lies on energy efficiency and renewable en-
ergy. Encouraging Americans to drive environ-
mentally friendly vehicles would benefit our
economy and protect our environment.
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INTRODUCTION OF A CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION TO RAISE AWARE-
NESS OF SUICIDE

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2004

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to introduce a concurrent resolution
which recognizes the importance of suicide
prevention and raising awareness of suicide
within the nation.

Suicide occurs in our nation at a rate of
30,000 suicides annually and kills youth six
nine times more often than homicide. It is also
the second fastest growing cause of death
among college-age students. However, studies
have shown that 95 percent of suicides are
preventable. It is a silent epidemic that is pre-
ventable and awareness is the key to that pre-
vention.

There are several programs throughout the
country which put in hundred of hours, most
from volunteers, to provide support services to
prevent suicide as well as support to the fami-
lies and friends who have lost loved ones to
suicide. | would like to highlight one of these
organizations which is based in my district in
Colorado, but works throughout the country
and internationally. The Yellow Ribbon Inter-
national Suicide Prevention Program® pro-
vides resources to teachers, parents, and
those at the most risk of suicide. They go into
schools to raise the level of discussion about
suicide and ways to seek help. The more sui-
cide is talked about, the more likely those
thinking about suicide will take action and ask
for assistance.

Many who are considering suicide do not
know where to turn for help, or even how to
ask for help. Under the Yellow Ribbon Inter-
national Suicide Prevention Program, Yellow
Ribbon Ask 4 Help cards are made available
to schools, teachers, counselors, and parents.
These cards provide a simple way for individ-
uals to ask for help, especially for those who
cannot utter the words “I need help.”

It is also important to remember that suicide
does not only affect our youth, but people
throughout the phases of life. In fact, the larg-
est number of suicide deaths occurs among
men between the ages of 35-44. The National
Strategy for Suicide Prevention, within the De-
partment of Health and Human Services rec-
ommends and encourages organizations to
expand there service to focus on elementary
ages as well as the elderly.

My concurrent resolution recognizes the im-
portance of suicide prevention and awareness,
as well as reaffirms the commitment to the pri-
orities expressed in H. Res. 212 and S. Res.
84 which were both passed in the 105th Con-
gress. Lastly this bill states that the week of
September 19, 2004 should be recognized as
Yellow Ribbon Suicide Awareness and Pre-
vention Week.

| urge my colleagues in the House to sup-
port this legislation to help prevent suicide and
to wear a yellow ribbon the week of Sep-
tember 19, 2004 to raise awareness of this
global epidemic.
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CONGRATULATING ZARA
MARSELIAN

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2004

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Zara Marselian, founder of
La Maestra Community Health Centers. Be-
sides providing multicultural health care and
social services to immigrants and refugees in
inner city San Diego, La Maestra is unique in
developing services, and programs in re-
sponse to demonstrated needs presented by
its patient base.

Ms. Marselian is one of ten outstanding indi-
viduals from across the country selected this
year to receive a Robert Wood Johnson Com-
munity Health Leadership award.

The child of immigrant and refugee parents,
Marselian saw an unmet need in her native
San Diego for medical care for uninsured im-
migrants with little or no English speaking
skills. Although she had no medical back-
ground, she started a clinic in her home in
1991, one evening a week with one physician.

Since its modest beginning, La Maestra
Community Health Centers has expanded to
include adult and pediatric medical services,
two dental clinics, a pharmacy, behavioral
health services and health education.
Marselian has also established a task force to
increase access to health care for the unin-
sured, working poor.

La Maestra’s additional services range from
job training, placement and referrals to
childcare, insurance eligibility assistance, and
housing and community development. Staff
members, who come from diverse back-
grounds and speak 19 languages, provide
translation services and culturally sensitive
care.

One clinic patient called Marselian “the
mother of refugees and immigrants” for her
work in providing multicultural health care and
social services to San Diego residents who
have nowhere else to turn for help.

| wish to congratulate Zara Marselian for her
impressive accomplishments at La Maestra
Community Health Centers and for her efforts
in achieving a 2004 Robert Wood Johnson
Community Health Leadership award.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, all
over America, people are honoring the mem-
ory of President Ronald Reagan, who passed
away on June 5th. Among those who have
paid homage to President Reagan’s legacy is
the Council of Khalistan, led by my friend Dr.
Gurmit Singh Aulakh. Dr. Aulakh wrote 