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[Rollcall Vote No. 135 Leg.]

YEAS—54
Alexander Crapo Lieberman
Allard DeWine Lott
Allen Dole Lugar
Bennett Domenici McCain
Bingaman Durbin McConnell
Bond Ensign Miller
Brownback Enzi Murkowski
Bunning Fitzgerald Nickles
Burns Frist Roberts
Campbell Graham (SC) Santorum
Cantwell Grassley Sessions
Chafee Gregg Shelby
Chambliss Hagel Smith
Cochran Hatch Stevens
Coleman Hutchison Sununu
Collins Inhofe Talent
Cornyn Jeffords Thomas
Craig Kyl Warner
NAYS—46

Akaka Feingold Murray
Baucus Feinstein Nelson (FL)
Bayh Graham (FL) Nelson (NE)
Biden Harkin Pryor
Boxer Hollings Reed
Breaux Inouye Reid
Byrd Johnson Rockefeller
Carper Kennedy Sarbanes
Clinton Kerry
Conrad Kohl Schumer

. . Snowe
Corzine Landrieu
Daschle Lautenberg Specter
Dayton Leahy Stabenow
Dodd Levin Voinovich
Dorgan Lincoln Wyden
Edwards Mikulski

The amendment (No. 3461) was agreed
to.

AMENDMENT NO. 3197

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
Senate precedent, the accompanying
Dayton amendment to strike is moot.

Mr. ENSIGN. I move to reconsider
the vote and I move to lay that motion
on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 3467 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3315

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I call for
regular order with respect to a
Landrieu amendment numbered 3315
and offer a second-degree amendment
which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the amendment.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. ENSIGN]
proposes an amendment numbered 3467 to
amendment No. 3315.

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the reading of
the amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To provide a fiscally responsible
open enrollment authority)

On page 9, strike lines 12 through 22, and
insert the following:

(8)(A) The Secretary of Defense shall pre-
scribe in regulations premiums which a per-
son electing under this section shall be re-
quired to pay for participating in the Sur-
vivor Benefit Plan pursuant to the election.
The total amount of the premiums to be paid
by a person under the regulations shall be
equal to the sum of—

(i) the total amount by which the retired
pay of the person would have been reduced
before the effective date of the election if the
person had elected to participate in the Sur-
vivor Benefit Plan (for the same base
amount specified in the election) at the first
opportunity that was afforded the member to
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participate under chapter 73 of title 10,
United States Code;

(ii) interest on the amounts by which the
retired pay of the person would have been so
reduced, computed from the dates on which
the retired pay would have been so reduced
at such rate or rates and according to such
methodology as the Secretary of Defense de-
termines reasonable; and

(iii) any additional amount that the Sec-
retary determines necessary to protect the
actuarial soundness of the Department of
Defense Military Retirement Fund against
any increased risk for the fund that is asso-
ciated with the election.

(B) Premiums paid under the regulations
shall be credited to the Department of De-
fense Military Retirement Fund.

(C) In this paragraph, the term ‘‘Depart-
ment of Defense Military Retirement Fund’’
means the Department of Defense Military
Retirement Fund established under section
1461(a) of title 10, United States Code.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, if I
might, on the resumption of the Senate
consideration of this bill, that will be
following the taking of the annual pic-
ture. At this time, the understanding is
Senator DASCHLE will be recognized for
the purpose of bringing up his pending
amendment. I inform the Senate of
that situation.

———
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
stand in recess until the hour of 2:15
p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:23 p.m.,
recessed until 2:41 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. VOINOVICH).

————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2005—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

Democratic leader is recognized.
AMENDMENT NO. 3409

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I ask
for the regular order with respect to
amendment No. 3409.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has that right. The amendment is
now pending.

AMENDMENT NO. 3469 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3409
(Purpose: To assure that funding is provided

for veterans health care each fiscal year to

cover increases in population and infla-
tion)

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I send
a perfecting amendment to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from South Dakota [Mr.
DASCHLE] proposes an amendment numbered
3468 to amendment No. 3409.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the reading of
the amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.”’)

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, in 1898,
as the Spanish-American War drew to a
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close, then-COL Theodore Roosevelt
warned his Rough Riders about the re-
ception they would receive once they
returned home:

The world will be kind to you for 10 days.
Everything you do will be all right. After
that, you will be judged by a stricter code.

We have come a long way in the
treatment of our veterans, and our re-
cent commemoration of Memorial Day,
our dedication of the World War II Me-
morial, the observance of the 60th an-
niversary of D-day, attest to the grati-
tude our Nation feels toward the men
and women who have defended our free-
dom. Ultimately, the real test of our
gratitude, however, is not found in pa-
rades or ceremonies. The real test is
whether we honor our promises and
provide our veterans with the help and
benefits they need.

Sadly, we are not meeting that test.
In recent years, large numbers of vet-
erans have seen their health care de-
layed or denied outright. The reason is
clear: Our system for funding the VA is
broken. The VA’s enrolled patient pop-
ulation has grown 134 percent since
1996, while appropriations have risen
only one-third as quickly.

The President’s task force to improve
health care delivery for our Nation’s
veterans, created by President Bush
through Executive Order 13214, re-
ported a significant mismatch in VA
between demand and available funding.
That mismatch 1is translated into
lengthy waiting lists, forcing hundreds
of thousands of veterans to wait for
months, even years, to see a doctor, in-
creased out-of-pocket payments result-
ing in veterans paying six times more
for their health care than when this
President took office, from $200 million
in 2001 to an expected $1.3 billion next
year, and new enrollment restrictions.

Last year, Secretary Principi ruled
that 200,000 priority 8 veterans could no
longer enter the VA health care sys-
tem. If nothing is done, the Congres-
sional Budget Office now predicts the
number denied access through this one
policy will grow to 1.5 million by the
year 2013. The Bush administration re-
fuses to acknowledge the system is bro-
ken and preaches a policy of ‘‘demand
management.”’

Let’s be clear, demand management
means taking any and all steps nec-
essary to restrict the number of vet-
erans treated by the VA, including ra-
tioning care, sending the bill collectors
after veterans, and blocking enroll-
ments. The principle of demand man-
agement says to the veteran: Take
your health concerns somewhere else
because we cannot help right now.

That is not a policy, that is a dis-
grace, and it is time we reject that
principle that governs the care we offer
our veterans today. Veterans have a
fundamental right to health care, and
we have an obligation to ensure that
the VA has the resources to provide
them. The answer to the VA health
care crisis is simple: We need a new
funding system that will allow us to
provide health care to every American



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-21T08:23:24-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




