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I want to stand for the reopener, I 

want to stand for the more robust in-
vestment we passed in the House, and I 
want to see this 30-day extension, this 
record-breaking extension passed. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I was listening to the gentleman 
speak on the issue about the needs for 
a user fee, and he is absolutely right. 
Again, I hope the American public will 
speak out, because every day that it 
goes up higher, I believe last year it 
was $2.55 for the premium gas, it is now 
$2.25 for regular, none of that goes into 
the highway construction. It goes over-
seas. Unless people like supporting 
those countries who are not friendly to 
us, those countries that take our dol-
lars and use them for terrorism pur-
poses, maybe unknowingly, I hope the 
American public will wake up and say 
enough is enough. If we have to spend 
this on fuel, then let us spend it in 
America. 

So I compliment the gentleman for 
his comments and the concept that we 
will continue to talk about, which are 
the needs. Again, I want to stress, not 
the ‘‘wants,’’ contrary to what you 
may read, but the ‘‘needs.’’ So I do 
compliment the gentleman. 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of the Surface Transportation Ex-
tension Act before us today. I realize another 
extension is needed to keep the process mov-
ing forward. But I think we need to stop voting 
on extensions and solve the greater issue of 
passing a 6-year transportation reauthorization 
bill with enough funding behind it to put people 
back to work all across America. 

The transportation infrastructure is critical to 
America for several reasons. First, our entire 
interstate highway system was created by 
President Eisenhower as a national security 
safety measure and that remains a priority 
today. Second, Americans rely on roads, 
bridges and tunnels to live their lives each and 
every day. We use them to get to and from 
work, to travel on vacation, and to visit friends 
and family. Third, and most important today, 
building and maintaining our transportation in-
frastructure means creating jobs all across 
America—over 2 million jobs that cannot be 
outsourced. Jobs to the cities, counties, towns 
and states throughout this nation that are vi-
tally needed. 

The construction industry is a key pillar to 
any economic recovery providing the much 
needed stimulus for thousands of related in-
dustry jobs. Unlike other important issues, 
transportation requires long-term planning and 
investments to keep the nation moving effi-
ciently and safely. Short term extensions inter-
rupt that planning. Two-year funding commit-
ments threaten to destroy plans. This nation 
needs Congress to act now, to pass the bi- 
partisan compromise of a $318 billion funding 
level for a six-year bill. Anything less will only 
short change the nation and keep Americans 
out of work. 

Pushing for a conference report that pro-
vides the bill America needs should not be 
about partisan politics. As a former county ex-
ecutive, I understand what transportation fund-

ing means to people outside of the beltway. A 
six year $318 billion transportation reauthor-
ization bill is supported by local leaders na-
tionwide. It has been endorsed by the National 
Association of Counties, National League of 
Cities, United Conference of Mayors, Amer-
ican Public Works Association, Association of 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, National 
Association of County Engineers, National As-
sociation of Development Organizations, and 
the National Association of Regional Councils. 

Finally, it is important to remember that a 
large price tag on transportation reauthoriza-
tion does not mean adding to the deficit. This 
bill is funded through the Highway Trust Fund 
and any measures not fully offset in the Sen-
ate version can be addressed in conference. If 
Members—both Democrat and Republican, 
both House and Senate—are serious about 
jump starting the economy for working Ameri-
cans and putting Americans back to work we 
must enact the six year $318 billion reauthor-
ization now. 

I urge leadership on both sides of the aisle 
in both chambers to set the politics aside and 
do what is right for America. Let’s bring this 
conference report to the floor immediately. 
Let’s pass it and send it to the President. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SIM-
MONS). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Alaska 
(Mr. YOUNG) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4635. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the ‘‘yeas’’ and ‘‘nays’’. 

The ‘‘yeas’’ and ‘‘nays’’ were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 4635, the bill just considered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alaska? 

There was no objection. 
f 

UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP ACT OF 2004 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4053) to improve the workings 
of international organizations and mul-
tilateral institutions, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 4053 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United 
States International Leadership Act of 2004’’. 

TITLE I—UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP 

SEC. 101. FINDINGS. 
The Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Decisions at many international organi-

zations and other multilateral institutions, 
including membership and key positions, re-
main subject to determinations made by re-
gional groups where democratic states are 
often in the minority and where there is in-
tensive cooperation among repressive re-
gimes. As a result, the United States has 
often been blocked in its attempts to take 
action in these institutions to advance its 
goals and objectives, including at the United 
Nations Human Rights Commission (where a 
representative of Libya was elected as chair-
man and the United States temporarily lost 
a seat). 

(2) In order to address these shortcomings, 
the United States must actively work to im-
prove the workings of international organi-
zations and multilateral institutions, par-
ticularly by creating a caucus of democratic 
countries that will advance United States in-
terests. In the second Ministerial Conference 
of the Community of Democracies in Seoul, 
Korea, on November 10–20, 2002, numerous 
countries recommended working together as 
a democracy caucus in international organi-
zations such as the United Nations and en-
suring that international and regional insti-
tutions develop and apply democratic stand-
ards for member states. 
SEC. 102. ESTABLISHMENT OF A DEMOCRACY 

CAUCUS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The President of the 

United States, acting through the Secretary 
of State and the relevant United States 
chiefs of mission, shall seek to establish a 
democracy caucus at the United Nations, the 
United Nations Human Rights Commission, 
the United Nations Conference on Disar-
mament, and at other broad-based inter-
national organizations. 

(b) PURPOSES OF THE CAUCUS.—A democ-
racy caucus at an international organization 
should— 

(1) forge common positions, including, as 
appropriate, at the ministerial level, on mat-
ters of concern before the organization and 
work within and across regional lines to pro-
mote agreed positions; 

(2) work to revise an increasingly out-
moded system of regional voting and deci-
sion making; and 

(3) set up a rotational leadership scheme to 
provide member states an opportunity, for a 
set period of time, to serve as the designated 
president of the caucus, responsible for serv-
ing as its voice in each organization. 
SEC. 103. ANNUAL DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS ON 

MULTILATERAL ISSUES. 
The Secretary of State, acting through the 

principal officers responsible for advising the 
Secretary on international organizations, 
shall ensure that a high-level delegation 
from the United States Government, on an 
annual basis, is sent to consult with key for-
eign governments in every region in order to 
promote the United States agenda at key 
international fora, such as the United Na-
tions General Assembly, United Nations 
Human Rights Commission, the United Na-
tions Education, Science, and Cultural Orga-
nization, and the International Whaling 
Commission. 
SEC. 104. LEADERSHIP AND MEMBERSHIP OF 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. 
(a) UNITED STATES POLICY.—The President, 

acting through the Secretary of State and 
the relevant United States chiefs of mission, 
shall use the voice, vote, and influence of the 
United States to— 

(1) where appropriate, reform the criteria 
for leadership and, in appropriate cases for 
membership, at all United Nations bodies 
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