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workers, but I am even more concerned
about the workers that I represent.
Many of the New York workers are in
very similar plights as the workers in
Missouri and Iowa who might be helped
by the Bond-Harkin amendment.

I am encouraged that the amendment
recognizes this fact, in that it includes
a sense of the Senate declaring that all
eligible employees deserve fair and eq-
uitable consideration under the act’s
special exposure cohort provisions.

Mr. SCHUMER. I agree, and hope
that when the Bond-Harkin amend-
ment is discussed in conference, the
Senators from Virginia and Michigan
will take into consideration the work-
ers in New York and throughout the
country who share a similar set of cir-
cumstances to those workers in Iowa
and Missouri. In particular, I would
ask that they look at how the special
exposure cohort issue can be addressed
in the most equitable way possible, and
contemplate options that would pro-
vide for equitable access to the special
exposure cohort for New York’s work-
ers.

Mrs. CLINTON. I echo the request of
my colleague from New York. I would
also ask whether the Senators from
Virginia and Michigan share our under-
standing that the Bond-Harkin amend-
ment to the National Defense Author-
ization Act of 2004 does not in any way
reflect the view that New York’s work-
ers or those of any other State are less
deserving of access to special cohorts
than those named in the amendment.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I thank
my esteemed colleagues from New
York for their dedication to this cause.
We indeed recognize the sacrifice work-
ers made throughout our country in
the nuclear arms buildup of the cold
war and will endeavor to take into ac-
count the similar situations that exist
for nuclear workers throughout our
great Nation. I agree with their assess-
ments of the Bond-Harkin amendment
and assure the Senators from New
York that I will take their concerns
into consideration when conferencing
the House and Senate bills.

Mr. LEVIN. I join my friend from
Virginia in recognizing the commit-
ment of the Senators from New York
to finding a solution to this critical
problem. I share their understanding
regarding the scope and intent of the
Bond-Harkin amendment, and will do
our best to address their concerns when
conferencing the House and Senate
bills.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to amendment
No. 3384, as further modified.

The amendment (No. 3384), as further
modified, was agreed to.

Mr. LEVIN. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. COCHRAN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the call-
ing of the quorum be rescinded.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 2507

Mr. COCHRAN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 580, S. 2507; that
the Cochran amendment at the desk be
agreed to, the bill, as amended, be read
the third time and passed, the motion
to reconsider be laid upon the table,
and any statements be printed in the
RECORD.

Mr. REID. Madam President, reserv-
ing the right to object, I have spoken
with the distinguished junior Senator
from Michigan, Ms. STABENOW. She has
some problems with the way this piece
of legislation is written. She thinks
there should be more attention focused
on fruits and vegetables. She would
like to have further discussion with the
distinguished senior Senator from Mis-
sissippi.

As a result of that, I hope something
can be worked out on this. I reluc-
tantly note my objection on behalf of
my friend from Michigan.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

Mr. COCHRAN. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. WARNER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WARNER. Madam President, the
managers of the bill, in consultation
with the leadership, are making
progress, I assure colleagues.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. WARNER. At this point in time,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate go into a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators allowed to speak
for up to 8 minutes each, with the right
to petition for other time if there is no
objection by others waiting, and the
Senate resume consideration of the au-
thorization bill at the hour of 1:40.

Mr. ENSIGN. If we could modify the
unanimous consent that I be recog-
nized at 1:05 to speak for 8 minutes.

Mr. WARNER. I have no objection to
that.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
HAGEL). The Senator from Nevada.

————

OIL-FOR-FOOD PROGRAM

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I rise to
speak about the Oil-for-Food scandal. I
do so because I have been told that
high ranking officials at the State De-
partment and Paul Volcker, who is
heading up the U.N. investigation, be-
lieve Senators are not personally com-
mitted to gaining access to all relevant
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documents, including U.N. audits. That
is not true.

A Dbipartisan group of Senators, in-
cluding ranking members from the
Armed Services and Foreign Relations
Committees, wrote to Mr. Bremer in
Iraq asking him to secure the Oil-for-
Food documents.

I ask unanimous consent that the
letter be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC, June 9, 2004.
Hon. L. PAUL BREMER, IIT,
Administrator, Coalition Provisional Authority,
Baghdad, Iraq.

DEAR MR. BREMER: We are writing to in-
quire about the status of documents relating
to the United Nations ‘‘Oil-for-Food’’ Pro-
gram (OFF Program), and express our con-
cerns about recent developments that could
jeopardize American interests with respect
to those documents.

The Section 2007 report submitted to Con-
gress in April states that you have ordered
“all relevant records in Iraq ministries be
inventoried and protected so that they can
be made available’ for certain investigations
into the OFF Program. We also understand
that the Coalition Provisional Authority
(CPA) has recently entered into a Memo-
randum of Understanding with the Inde-
pendent Inquiry Committee (IIC) regarding
the sharing of documents and information
relating to the OFF Program.

Our concern is that all documents related
to the OFF Program be secured not only for
the IIC and the Iraqi Board of Supreme Audit
(BSA), but also for investigations conducted
by Congressional committees. Accordingly,
we request that the CPA work with the In-
spector General’s Office of the Department of
Defense (DoD IG) to secure a copy of all doc-
uments that are being gathered for the BSA
and the IIC investigations. Once such docu-
ments are secured, a complete set of docu-
ments relevant to the OFF Program should
be delivered within sixty (60) days or no later
than August 31, 2004, to the General Account-
ing Office for further delivery, upon request,
to any Congressional committee of com-
petent jurisdiction. Please identify by no
later than June 11, 2004, a person at the CPA
and at DoD IG responsible for securing the
documents in response to this request.

We are sure you will agree that these docu-
ments should be secured for all investiga-
tions into the OFF Program, whether in Iraq
or the United States. In light of the recent
dissolution of the Iraqi Governing Council,
the formation of a new Iraqi government
ahead of schedule, and the rapidly-approach-
ing June 30th turnover date, we are con-
cerned that American access to such docu-
ments will be jeopardized. Accordingly, we
believe that the documents should be se-
cured, duplicated, and delivered to DoD IG
prior to June 30, 2004.

Sincerely,
NORM COLEMAN,
CARL LEVIN,
SAXBY CHAMBLISS,
JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.,
LINDSEY GRAHAM,
JOHN ENSIGN.

Mr. ENSIGN. Congressional inves-
tigators have an interest in making
sure those documents are available and
accessible. A subpoena has been served
on BNP by the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations. Chair-
man COLEMAN and the ranking Demo-
crat, Senator LEVIN, have also sent let-
ters seeking Oil-for-Food documents to
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